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POETICAL DESCRIPTION OF LONDON. 

Among the Lansdowne Manuscripts in the British 
Museum^ is a miscellaneous collection of articles, 
principally written upon vellum, (viz. No. 762,) 
from which the following panegyrical verses on Lon- 
don ha\^ been correctly copied. The hand-writing 
appears t]o be of the time of Henry the Seventh : 
there are no points. There is coasiderable vigour 
in the thoughts^ though with some redpplrcation^ and 
the measure of the stanzas is not uoharmoniooS. The 
bold figure in the last verse, whidi sty!e?8 the Mayor 
both the load'Sictf and guy, or guide, of the city, 
will not pass unnoticed by the poetical critic* 

• Chaucer frequently uses the term gie, for guide, and par- 
ticularly in his House of Fame, as may be seen from the fol- 
ing passage, in which Phajton is represented as intending 
both to lead and guide the car of Apollo : the lines, in them- 
selves, are additionally curious, from acquaintingus with the 
fact of the mUf<t/ tray having the name of H'atling-street so 
long ago as Chaucer's time.— Jove's Eagle thus addresses the 
Poet : 

VOL. Ill, B 
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An Honour to London. 

London thowe arte of townes A p sc T 
Souayne of Cities most symbliest by sight 

Of hig'h renowue riches and royaltie 
Of Lordis barons and many goodly knight 
Of most dUectabl^ lusty ladyca bright 

Of famous prelatis in habitis claricall 
Of Marchavnt^ ofsubstavn.ce and myght 

London thowe arte the flowre of cities all 

Gladdeth a man thowe lusty Tcoynomond 
Citie that somtyme deped was newe Troye 

In all this erth Imperiall as thowe stonde 
Princis of townys, of plesure, and of Joye 
A richer resteth vnder no cristen Roye 

Ff^r manly powre with craftis naturall 

Ffiirraeth noon fairer syth the fflode of Noe 

London thowe arte the flowre of cities all 
I . . I, , I . . „ ■ „ ^ , I ., .., — , — ■ ■ ' m,. » , ^ ..■■» : 

" Lo," quod he, ** cast up thyne eye. 
See yonder, lo! the galaxie. 
The which men clepe the milky way^^ 
For it is white ; and some, paifay,^ 
C^llen it Watling-streete, 
That ones was breat with the hete» 
When the Sunnes sonne the rede^ 
That hight Pheton would lede, 
Algate his father's cart and gie .*— 
rain ;-«->in the same poem, Chaucer thus tnvocates the Sun it 
'' God of science aad of light, 
Apollo, through thy great might, 
This littell last booke now thou gi»i^ 
Now that I will for maistrie. 
Here art potenciall be ^hewde."— * 
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• 
Jem of all Joy, jasper of Jticunditie 

Most myghtie carbuncle of vertue and valure 
Strong^e Troye in vignre and trennytie 

Of Royall cities rose and garaflour 

Empres of townys exalted in honour 
In beautie bering the trone imperiall 

Sircte Paradise precelling' in plesure 
London thowe arte the flowre uf cities all. 

Above all Rivers thy River hath renowue 
Whose borlall stremys plesaunt & preclare 

Vnder thy lusty wallys renneth a downe 
Where many a swan s wy me th w* wyn^e fare 
Where many a barge doth rowe and sayle w* .are 

Where many a ship resteth w* top royall 
O towne of townys patron and not compare 

liondon thowe arte the flowre of cities alK 

Vpon thy Tusty bridge w* pillers white 
Been marchavntis full royall to be holde 

Vpon thy stretis goth many a semely knyght 
In velvet gownys and chayny* of gold 
By Julius Cesotir thy towre founded of olde 

May be the howve of Mars victoriall 
Whose artilery w* tonge maye not be tolde 

London thowe arte the flowre of cities alK 

Stronge be the walls abowte the stondis 
Wise be the people that vr^'m the dwellea 

Ffreshe is thy River w^ his lusty strand& 
Blithe be thy chirchea, weU sownyng are thy bdls 
Rich be thy marchavntes in substaunce that excells. 

Ffaire be thy wives, right luvesosa white and small 
Clere be thy Virgins lusty vnder kellys. 

London thowe arte the flowre of cities alU 
]» 2 
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Thy famous Maire b j sure goremaunce 
W* Bwefde of Jusstize the ruleth pradently 

No lorde of Parys, Venys, or Ffloraunee 
In dignitie or honour g^oth him uyg^h 
He is eitample rig^ht Lodester & Guy 

Principall patron and Rose ori^nall 
Above all Maires as maister most worthy 

London thowe arte the flowre of cities all. 

BUCXLESBCRir ; AND CORNET*S TOWER. 

BucKLESBURY, which Commencing on the sooth side 
of Cheapside, proceeds in an oblique direction behind 
the Poultry into Walbrook, was " so called," says 
Stow,^ <' of a mannor and tenements pertaining to 
one Buckle, who there dwelt and kept his courts.* 
His mansion is supposed to have been the great stone 
building yet in part remaining on the south side of the 
streete -, — which hath of long time been divided, and 
letten out into many tenements : and it hath been a 
common speech^ that when Wdlhrooke did lye open, 
barges were i'owed out of the Thames> or towed op 
so farre 3 and therefore the place hath ever since been 
called the Old Barge^ — of soch a Signe hanged out 
over the gate thereof. **f 

Directly opposite to Buckle's mansion was an an- 
cient and strong Tower, of stone, which Edward III., 
by the name of the King s House, or Cornet's Tower, 
" did appoint to be his Exchange of Money, thereto 
- ' . •• .■■--■ ■ ■ 

■»"SaryeyofLondoii,"p*477 3 edit. 1618. 
Ibid.— In BtwTffe-yard, an inclosed court on the south side 
juckle8biiry> the welt-known Sir Theodove Jansen, Knt* 
a ho«8e in Georgpe the First's xeign. 
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be kept."* Pennant says, this was '* poe«ibly a 
watch tower, fromthe^sammit of whicb^ signals might 
have been given by the blowing of a harn$'* in which 
oonjectare he is probably right, and. hence the origin 
of the name. Bnt it is remarkable that that careless 
wnter has committed no fewer than four errors in. 
almost the same number of lines, in his brief, account 
from Stow, of this Tower .t 

Edward HI., in his 82d year, (anno 1358) granted 
Cornet*S'Towar to hiflnewly-^bttilt Chapel of St. Ste- 
phen, at Westminster. . Stow informs us that it was; 
taken down '' <^ late yeerea," by Buckle, a grocer, 
(probably a descendant of the .first mentioned owner; 
of this manor,) who meant, in plaipe^thereof, '5 to have >. 
set up and bnilded, a goodly frame of iimher,'* that. 
is, a handsome house of wood ; but whilst he was 
'* greedily labouring*' to *' demolish the old Tower, a 
part fell upon him, and bruised him so sore, that his 
life was thereby shortened $ and another, who mar- 
ried his widow, set up the new prepared frame of 
timber, and -finished the worke.*' 

Bucklesbory was, for a long period, chiefly inha- 
bited by grocers and apothecaries, (or as we iiow'call 
th^m, druggists,) who sold all kinds of herbs, '' green 
as well as dry 3" and it has been observed, that their, 
houses, during the occurrence of the plague, were ge*^. 
nerally free from the visitations of that dreadful' 
scourge. To *^ smell like Bocklesbury in simple* 
time,*' is a phrase used by Shakspeare, in his *' Mer- 

♦ Ibid. t Vide " London," p. 443 j edit, 1793, 
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ry Wives of Windsorj" and Decker^ in his comedy of 
" Westward Hoe,** published in 1607^ has twice men- 
tioned this street. In the first passage he says, '' Go 
into Backlesbnry, and fetch me two ounces of pre* 
served melonnes : look there be no tobacco taken ia 
the shop when he weiglis it :'*— his words in the se- 
cond are, *' Run into Bucklesbury for two ounces of 
dragon-water f some spermaceti, and treacle.*** 

Pennant states, that he bad heard Bucklesbury 
was noted for the great resort of ladies of fashion to 
purchase tea, fans, and other Indian go6ds, there, in 
the time of King William, who, in some of his letters, 
appeared to be angry with his Queen for visiting those 
shops i which, as appears from the following lines of 
Prior^ were sometimes perverted to places of intrigue. 
SpeakiHg of Hans Carvels wife, the poet says,— 

" She, first of all the town, was told 
Where newest Indian thing's were sold; 
So in a morning, without boddice, 
- Slipt sometimes out to Mrs. Thodys, 
To cheapen tea, or buy a screen ; — 
Wliat else could so much virtue mean ?** 

♦ Moufet, in his " Health'* Improvement," &c. written in 
Queen Elizabeth's reig^, calls upon the druggists and apo- 
thecaries to decide, whether sweet smells correct pestilent 
air. He adds, that Bucktesbury being replete with physic, 
drugs, and spicery, and being perfumed, in the time of the 
Plague, with the pounding of spices, melting of jam, asd 
making perfumes for others, escaped that great Plague 
whereof such multitudes died, that scarce any house was left 
unvisited. Pennant's " London," p. 444 ; edit. 179S. 
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DUCK LAKB^ NOW DUKB STREET, WEST-SMITHFIELD. 

It would seem, from the following passage in one 
of Oldham's Satires, written abotit 1 680, that Duck 
Lane, which, for many years past, has been exalted 
into Duke Street, was once famous for refuse book- 
shops ; and a few of that description are still remain* 
ing there. 

** And so may*st thou, perchance, pass up and down, 
And please awhile th* admiring court and town, 
Who after shall in Duck Lant shops be thrown/* 

This ayenue leads into Little Britain, which^ also, 
was formerly celebrated for its booksellers. 

OLD BETHLEHEM, OR BETHLEM HOSPITAL, WITHOUT 
BISflOPSGATE. 

B£TBLBHEM,orBethlem Hospital, vulgarly called Bed* 
lantf derived its origin from a religious Commnnity, 
instituted and settled •' without Bishopsgate," (on 
the west side of the high street), by Simon Fitz-Mary, 
Sheriff of London, in the years 1246 and 1247.* *' He 

♦ In Strype's Stow, Vol, i. B. ii. pp. 91, 95, is a copy of 
the original deed of foundation, by which Fitz-Mary grants 
all his houses, land, &c. between the High Street and the 
great ditch, called Deep Ditch, westward, " to the church of 
the glorious Virgin at Bethlem, (where the same Virgin 
brought forth our Saviour incarnate, and lying in the cratch, 
with her own milk nourished,") in free and perpetual alms, 
and to found there a priory for brethren and sisters, as stated 
above. They were to wear a Star on their copes and mantles 
In honour of the Star of Bethlem, and to be subject to the 
visitation of the Bishop of Bethlem, to whom, in token of 
obedience, they were to pay one mark sterling, annually at 
Easter. 
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founded it," says Stow, '* to have beene a Prioric of 
Canons, with brethren and sisters ; and King Ednrard 
the Third granted a protection, which I ha?e seene; 
for tlie brethren, MUicus heaUe MdruB de Bethlem, 
within the City of London, the 14 yeere of his reigne. 
It was an Hospitall for distracted people j^-^The l^laior 
and Commonalty purchased the patronage thereof, 
with al the lands and tenements thereunto belonging, 
in the yeere 1546,** fromHenry the Vlllth ; at which 
period, the hospital and its appurtenances were valued 
at ^404. 128. lid. 

After the City had thus obtained the patronage, 
this hospital was opened for the more general recep^ 
tioo of lunatics than before ; and in Edward the 
Vlths reign, several " protections" were issued • by 
the King in Council, to different Proctors of the 
establishment, aatborizing them to solidt alms for the 
maintenance of the patients during one year.* Id 
the 5th year of the same reign, the precinct of Beth* 
lem was annexed to the parish of St. Botolph, without 
Bishopsgate. In Queen Elizabeth's time, the Hospital 
" Church and Chappel," Stow says, '* were tak^n 
downe, and houses builded there, by the governors of 
Christ's Hospital. In this place, people that be dis- 
traight in their wits, are (by the suite of their friends,) 
received and kept as afore, but not without charges to 

* Those were the kind of Proctois who were forbidden to be. 

*"ned in Walt's House for poor TraTcllersat Rochester^ 

liich so much ridiculous argumenthas been employed. 
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their bringera in.'' About an acre of ground, wbich 
formed a part of the precinct^ was inclosed with a 
brick wall in J 569, by the celebrated Sir Thomas Roe^ 
or Rowe^ Lord Mayor« as a fourial-gronnd for this 
ease of the London parishes. This plot abnitted on 
the ^* deep ditch*" which separated 4^ hospital from 
the-*' Moore fields" and. was the place^of interment 
of Sir Thomas's lady> at whose request it had be^ 
inclosed. The old gateway is yet standing on tlie 
east side of Moorfields, nearly opposite to the front of 
the new Catholic Chapel : the juers are surmounted 
by sepulchral nrns^ and there is a stone shield of the 
city arms near the middle of each : the ground Itself/ 
having ceased to be a burial place> has been long coa« 
verted into gardens, principally attached to the houses 
in Broad«8treet Buildings. But, during the last and 
present year, a considerable portion of the south side^ 
with the narrow alley, (chiefly inhabited by brokers;)' 
that skirted it, has been formed into a wide carriagtf 
way ; during which alteration, the mouldering bone» 
of several hundred human bodies were dug up : thesa 
were partly re-interred in one pit within the borial-J 
ground, and partly carted away. The new avenue^ 
together with Old Bethlem, which continues the com* 
munication into Bishopsgate Street, (and has been 
recently widened, and partly rebuilt,) has received 
the name of lAverpool Street* Not the least remains* 
of the old hospital, nor yet of the buildings which 
succeeded it, as mention^ by Stow^ are now disco-^ 
verable. 
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BETHLEHEM HOSPITAL, MOOR FIELDS. 

As the population of the metropolis increased, the 
Unatics requiring relief became far more numerous 
than in former times, till at length, in the reign of 
Charles II., the Corporation of London determined 
to erect a new edifice for their reception on the south 
side of what were called the Lower Quarters of Moor- 
fields, and immediately adjoining to the City wall. 
This Hospital was commenced in April 1675, and 
completed in July 1676, at an expense of nearly 
1 7,0001. It was principally of brick, and consisted of 
a projecting centre, and lateral wings, ornamented 
with Corinthian pilasters, and quoins of stone : its 
breadth was about forty feet, and its length 540 feet. 
In front was a spacious area, (disposed into walks 
and grass plats,) inclosed by a high wall 680 feet iu 
length ', in the middle of which was a spacious en- 
trance, formed by large iron gates and stone piers, 
whereon were placed the celebrated figures of * Raving 
and Melancholy madness,* executed by Cains Gabriel 
Cibber, the father of Colley Cibber the actor, drama- 
tist, and poet-Iaureat. Pope greatly contributed to 
the popular fame of those statues by styling them, (in 
his Dunciad,) with alliterative satire, the ** brazen, 
brainless brothers,*' of the dramatist; yet in this 
attempt to degrade Cibber, the mean littleness of his 
own mind was but too apparent. Virtue has pre* 
served an anecdote that one of them was copied from 
Oliver Cromweirs gigantic Porter, who became in- 
sane, and was confined in the Hospital. In the yelur 

3d, two additional wings, for incurable maniacs. 
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were added to this buiidiDg by sabscription, but these 
being of the Tascan ordeo bore no congniity to the 
former work. Since the commencement of the present 
century, the entire Hospital, which had become rery 
minoos, has been pulled down, and the lunatic esta* 
blishment removed to a new and more spacious fabric iit 
St. George's Fields. Its final demolition was effected 
about the year 1818, together with that of a long ex- 
tent of the old City wall, against which it had been 
built ; the site of both is now occupied by respectable 
houses, forming a portion of the north side of the 
street called London TFalL* . 

PURITANICAL REGI7LATIOX8. 

During the gloomy reign of triumphant fanaticism 
that distinguished the memorable period of the civil 
wars, the people were subjected to many restrictions, 
and severely mulcted for slight offences, particularly 
if committed on the Sabbath. Even '* trimming of 
beards," on the Lord's day/' and " travelling'* on 

* The annexed print of Bethlehem Hospital was copied from 
the Yiew published by Strype in 1720 ; and it must be regard- 
ed as curious from shewing the state of Moorfields at that 
period. It has been frequently said that the design of the 
Hospital was taken from the Thuilleries at Paris, and that 
Louis XIV. felt so indignant at his Palace having be^n made 
a model for a lunatic asylum, that he commanded a plan of 
St. James's Palace to be made ^' for offices of the vilest na- 
ture.*'. There does not appear, however, to be any real foun- 
dation for this story, as Silvester's Views of the Thuilleries 
present no other similarity to Bethlehem Hospital, than what 
must naturally occur from a style of artichecture common to 
both countries. 



12 LONDINIANA. 

Fast days, were forbidden, (as well as those real 
breaches of good manners, swearing and dranken- 
doss), as will be seen by the following entries, which- 
appear in the books of St. Giles's parish. 

£ «. di 

1041. Rec*. of the Vintner at the CaJtt in 
Qucene Street, for p*mltting of tipling 
on the Lord's day - - - - 1 XQ 

1C44. Rec*. of three poore men, for drinking 

on the Sabbath dale at Tottenham Court 4 

— . Rec*. of Mr. Hooper that he had of de- 
faulters in a suspected bawdie house, on 
the Fast day 12 

— . RecJ. of Mr. Richard Bigg, for a fault 

done by his servant John Roberts - .0 - 1 

1645. Rec'. of John Scagood, constable, which 
he had of a Frenchman, for swearing 
three oathes - - - - -030 

— . Rec*. of Mrs. Thundery by the hands of 
Francis Potter, for her being drunk, and 
swearing seaven oathes - - - O 12 

1046. Rec*. of Mr. Hooker, for brewing on a 

Fast day - • - . - -086. 

— 'f-. P"*. and given to Lyn and two watchmen, 
in consideration of their paines, and the 
breaking of ij halberts, in taking the 
two drunkards and swearers y* p' * - 1 4 

* Watchmen continued to use the Halbert, instead of. the 
Stqff, no late as the 4th of Queen Anne, (anno 1706) as appears 
•^ order of Common Council of that year, \^-hich d vects,, 
sufficient Watch shall be kept in the City and liber- 
men of strong and able bodies, provided with can- 
ianthorns, and sufficiently armed with Halberts." 
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j: s. d. 

1643. Rec^ of four men, travelling on the Fast 

day - -- -- - -010 

-J^-^. Rec*. of Mr. Wetherill, headboro*, which 

he had of one for aui oath - - - 3. 4 

1648. Rec^ from the Citty marshall, sent by 
the Lord Mayor, for one that was drunke 
at the Forts* in our parish - - 5 

, Rec*. from Isabel Johnson, at y* Cole- 
yard, for drinking on the Sabbath day « 4 

165?. Rec*. of Mr. Huxley and Mr. Morris, 
who were riding out of town in sermon 
time on a Fast day - • - 11 

1654. Rec*. of William Glover, in Queen 

Street, and of Isaac Thomas, a Barber, 
in Holborn, for trimming of bearde on 
the Lerde's day. [The sum is not stated.] 

1655. Rec*. of a Mayd taken iti Mrs. Jack8on*8 
ale-house on the Sabbath day - - 5 

— . Rec*. of a Scotchman dfiirklngat Robert 

Owen's on the Sabbktii - - - 9 

1656. Rec*. of Hen. Colewf s t in Maslyn Fields, 

for breach of y* Sabbath - - -0 7 
r '56, Rec**. of Joseph Piers, for refusing to 
open his doores to have his house search- 
ed on the Lorde's daie - - - 10 
1559. An entry occurs of " one Brooke*s goods 
sold for breach of the Sabbath," but the 
produce is not set down. 

♦ The Forts, most probably, was the Redoubt with two 
flanks, which liad been constructed near St. Giles's Pound, 
by orJer of Parliament, in l64S, when the whole of Loudon 
was surrounded by earthen lines and fortifications. 
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CITY TAVEXNS. 

Ib a black-letter Poem of Qaeen Elizabeth's reig0^ 
intitnled ' Newes from Bartholemew fayre/ there is. 
a carious enumeration of Taverns in London, name- 

•* There hath been g^reat sale and utterance of "Wine* 
Besides Beeret and Ale, and Ipocras fine,* 
In every country, region, and nation,— 
But chiefly in Billingsgfate, at the Salutation ; 
And the Boreas Head, near London Stone ; 
The Swan at Dowgate, a Taverne well knowne ^ 
The Miter in Cheape, and then the Bull Head; 
And many like places that make noses red : 



• The foIlowiDgdireclions fox making Ypocras, which, 
was a favourite drink of our fore-Cathers^ were extracted from, 
Arnold's " Chronicle." 

The Crafle to make Ypocras. 
Take a quarte of red wyne» an voce of synamon^ and half 
an vDce of gynger ; a quarlir of an voce of greynes [of long* 
pepper J wythe half a lb. of suger ; brose alle these not 
to ^malle, and then putte thpm in a bagge of wuUeOr 
clothe (made therfore) with the wyne, and lette it hange ovir. 
a vessell tylle y* wyne be runne thorow.'-i-We may presume 
that the wine should be poured over the spices when boilinjf, 
hot, otherwise U ^^ould extract but little of their sirength an4 
flavour. 

The Ressaite to make Ypocras* 
For a galon and a pynt of red wyne, take synamon iij. vncis, 
gynger tryed an vnce, greynes and longe peper di. vnce,clouc^ 
and masys, a q'rt* of an vnce, spignard a q^ua'tir of an vnce» 
»ti^ei \j lb. 
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The Bore's Head in Old Fish Street ; Three Crowns itt 

the Vintry ; 
And now» of late, St, Martin's in the Seutree: 
The IFindmiU in Lothhury : the Ship at th* Exchange ; 
King's Head in New Fish Street* wlure RoysterB da 

ran^e; 
The Mermaid in Comhill ; Red tion in the Strand j 
Three Tuns in New^te Market j Old Fish Strtet at 

the Swan.* — 
Several of the above Signs have been continued to 
the present day, in the very places mentioned ; but 
nearly all the^ original buildings were destroyed in the 
conflagration of 1666, and the few which escaped 
have been rebuilt^ or so altered^ that their former ap- 
pearance has altogether vanished. 

STEAMNG OF THE CROWN, BY COLONEL BLOOD. 

The daring, and ail but successful, attempt made to 
ste^ the Crowa from the Tower ii\ the reign oC 
Charles the Seeond, is one of the most curious iod^ 
d^ts in the English annals. The ensuing accx>ant of 
that transaction has been principally deduced fjrom 
Bailees '* History of the Tower/" and Strype's edi- 
tion of Stow's *' S9rvey.'" StrypeV narrative was de^ 
tailed from a relation of the circumstances by ol4 
Edwards,^ the only sufferer on the occasion, and fron^ 
a manuscript supposed to have been written by Sir 

• See Heath's" Chronicle of the Civil Wars," p. 58Q, 
and Strype's Stow, Vol. i. p. 95—96 : edit. 1720. Strype saya 
that he had " this relation frojn the favour of Mr. Edwarda 
j^imself, the late keeper of the Re^Ua;" iv\eaiiiT\^, ^\^\MiX^<^.v 
the ' jrouDff f^dwtird^' jnenti9Ded ijx th« ng^i^tvv.e^ 
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Gilbert Talbot, who was master and treasurer of the 
Jewel- hoDse^ at the time of the attempted robbery. 

Soon after th6 apt)ointment.of Sir Gilbert (about 
1 660i) the Regalia in the Tower first became objects of 
public inspection, which King Charles allowed in con* 
sequence of a reduction in the emolnments of the mas- 
ter*8 office.^ The profits which arose from shewing 
the jewels, Sir Gilbert assigned^ in lien of a salary, to 
an old confidential servant of his father's, named Tal- 
bot Edwards, who was entrusted with the care of 
them, and who was keeper of the R^alia when the 
notorious attempt to steal the Crown was made by 
one Blood, t a desperate ruffian, on the 9th of May, 
in the year 1673., 

♦ Ilarleian MSS. No. 1843. 

t He was the son of a blacksmith in Ireland, and deemed 
small Crimes beneath him. He rescued one-of his associates 
who had received sentence of death, in Ycrrkshire, from the 
officers as they were leading him lo the gallows.. In Ireland, 
he laid a plot for surprising the castle of Dublin ; and seizing 
the magazine there, and usurping the government ; but, the 
conspiracy being discovered by the Duke of Ormond, the 
night before its intended execution, some of the party were 
apprehended and suffered as traitors ; whose death. Blood, 
and the other survivors, bound themselves by a solemn oath 
lo revenge upon the Duke's person : and he, with five or six 
others, accordingly attempted it in the most bold and deter- 
mined manner : his grace fortunately escaped, and Blood, in 
conse(iuencc, fell into some disrepute amongst his comrades. 
To redeem his credit, therefore, he is said lo have formed 
^G design of stealing the Regalia, which, bethought, would 
fully compensate for all his former mhicarriages, ■ 
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About three weeks before that time^ Blood came to' 
the Tower in the guise of a Parson, with along cloak 
cassock^ and canonical girdle, accompanied by a wo« 
man whom he called his wife. They desired to see 
the Regalia, and just as their wishes had been grati* 
fied, the lady feigned '' a qualm upon her stomach,*' 
and Mrs. Edwards, the keeper's wife, haying given 
her some spirits, courteously invited her into their 
house to repose herself : she soon recoTered, and on 
their departure, both herself and her paramour pro- 
fessed themselves thankful for this civility. 

A few days after. Blood brought four pair of white 
gloves to Mrs. Edwards as a present from his pre« 
tended wife ; and, haying thus begun the acqu£untance, 
they made frequent visits to improve it. After a short 
respite of their compliments, the disguised ruffian 
returned agun, and told Mrs. Edwards that his wife 
could discourse of nothing but the kindness of those 
good people in the Tower : that she had long studied, 
and, at length, bethought herself of a handsome way 
pf requital. " You have," quoth he, *' a pretty gen- 
tlewoman to your daughter, and I have a young ne- 
phew, who hath two or three hundred a year in land, 
^nd is at my disposal. If your daughter be free, and 
you approve it, I will bring him here to see her, and 
we will endeavour to make it a match." This was 
easily assented to by old Mr. Edwards, who invited 
the parson to dine with him on that day -, he readily 
accepted the invitation, and, taking upon him to say 
grace^ performed it with great seeming devotion, and, 
casting up his eyes, concluded '« his long-winded. 

VOL. III. C 
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gncCy' with a prayer for the King, Qneen^ and Royal 
Family. After dinoer be went op to tee tlie rooms, 
and, observing a handsome case of pistols hang there, 
expressed a great desire to boy them, to preseat to a 
young Lord u ho was his neighboar : but this was 
merely a pretence, by which he thought '* to disarm 
the house*' against the period intended for the exe* 
cution of his design. At his departure, (which was 
with a caDonical benediction of the good company,) he 
appointed the day before mentioned to bring his young 
nephew to see his mistress ; and as he wished, he 
said, '^ to bring two friends ^lith him to see the Regalia, 
who were to leave town early that morning,** the hour 
was fixed at about seven o'clock. 

The old gentleman had got up ready to receive his 
guest, and the daughter was in her best dress to eB<« 
tertain her expected lover, ** when, behold, parson 
Blood, with three more, came to the Jewel-house, all 
armed with rapier blades in their canes, and every one 
a dagger, and a brace of pocket pistols. Two of his 
companions entered in with him, and the third stayed 
at the door, it seems, for a watch." The daughter^ 
who thought it not modest to come down till she was 
called, sent the maid to take a view of the ccHBpany, 
and bring a description of her gallant ; and the ser- 
vant regarding the person standing without as the 
intended bridegroom, because lie was the youngest of 
the party, returned to sooth the anxiety of her young 
mistress with the idea she had formed of his person. 

Blood told Mr. Edwards, that they would not go 
itaira till his wife came, and desired him to shew 
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kts friends thecroini to pass tke tib« till then. This 
was complied with, but they h^d m^ sooner entered 
the room^^nd the door^ as usual, been shnt^ than a 
cloak was thrown over tlw old raan*s head, a gag put 
into his months and an iron hook fastened to his nose. 
Thus secured, they informed him, that their resolution 
was to have the crown, globe, and sceptre } and if he 
would quietly submit to it> they would spare his Hfe ; 
otherwise he was to expect no mercy. Notwithstand-^ 
ing this threat, he endeavoured to make all the noise 
he possibly could, to be beard above; they then 
knocked lum down with a wooden mallet, and told 
hini) that if yet he would lie quietly, they would spare 
his l»fe, but if not, upon his next attempt to discover 
them, they would kill him : Mr. Edwards, however, 
by bis own account, was not yet intimidated, but 
strained himself to make the greater noise, and, in 
oonseqaence, received several more blows on the head 
with the mallet, and was stabbed in the belly : this 
again brought him to the ground, where the poor oU 
man, who was nearly eighty years of age, lay for some 
time in so senseless a state, that one of the villains 
prononnced him dead : Edwards had come a little to 
himself, and hearing this, lay quietly, conceiving it 
best to be thought so. The booty was now to be dis* 
posed of, and one of tliem, named Parrot,* put the 
orb into his 'breeches. Blood held the crown under his 



• He was a silk cfyer inSoulhwaik, and, in the Civil Wart 
had been a lioolanant undttr Major-General Ilarrifon. 
C2 
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cloak : and the third was about to file the sceptre in 
two» in order that it might be placed in a bag. brought 
for that purpose ; when fortunately the son of Mr. 
Edwards^ who had been in Flanders with Sir Jdio 
Talboty (and on his landing in England had obtained 
leave to come away, post^ to visit his father^) hap- 
pened to arrive whilst this scene was acting. On Us 
coming to the door^ the person who stood centinel 
asked with whom he would speak ? to whidi he an* 
swered, that he belonged to the house 5 and peroetv- 
ing the other to be a stranger, told him that if he had 
any business with his father he would acquaint him 
with it, and so hastened up stairs to salute bis rela* 
tions. This unexpected arrival spread ooniusion 
amongst the ruffians, who almost instantly decamped 
with the crown and the orb, leaving the sceptre yet 
unfiled. 

The aged keeper now raised himself upon his legs, 

forced the gag from his mouth, and cried, treasim ! 

murder ! which being heard by his daughter, who 

was, perhaps, anxiously expecting far other sounds, 

she ran out and reiterated the cry, with the addition of 

' the crown is stolen* The alarm now became generalt 

and young Edwards and his brother-in-law. Captain 

Beckman, ran after, the robbers ; whom a warder put 

himself in a position to stop : but Blood discharging 

a pistol at him, he fell, although unhurt, and the 

♦hieves proceeded in safety to the " little Ward- house 

ite," where one Sill, who had been a soldier under 

omwell, stood centinel 5 but he offered no oppo« 

iouj and they passed over the drawbridge^ and 



LONDINIJLNA, 



21 



through the outward Gate upon the wharf. Horses were 
waiting for them at St. Kathariue's gate, (" called the 
Iron Gate/*) and as they ran that way^ they themselves 
cried outj stop ike rogues, by which devise they proceed- 
ed, unsnspected, till captain Beckman overtook them. 
At his head Blood fired his second pistol, but missed 
him and was seized. Ttie crown was still beneath 
his cloak, aod^ although he saw himself a prisoner, 
he had yet the impudence to struggle vigorously for 
his prey ; and when it was at length wrested from 
him J said, '* It was a gallant attempt, howeveT un^ 
successful J for it was for a Crown /" 

Parrot was also takeo^ but Hunt, Blood's son-in- 
law^ reached his horse and rode ofif, as did also two 
other of the thieves ; but the former was soon after- 
wards stopped} through an accidentj and likewise 
committed to custody. 

In this straggle and confiision, tlie great Pearl, a 
large Diamond, and several a mailer stones, were bulged 
from the Crown j but the two former;^ and some of 
the latter, were afterwards found and restored j the 
Ballas ruby, which had been broken oflf the sceptre, 
was also found, in Parrot's pocket, so that nothing 
considerable was eventually lost* 

As soon as the prisoners were secured, young Ed- 
wards hastened to Sir Gilbert Talbot, and gave him 
an account of the transaction, which Sir Gilbert in- 
stantly communicated to the King j who commanded 
him to retarn forthwith to the tower, and when he 
bad taken the examination of Blood, and the others, 
to report it to him* Sir Gilbert accordingly returned, 
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but th« King, in the mean time* was peranaded by 
some about him, to hear the examination himself^ and 
the prisoners, in consequenoe, were immediately sent 
for to Whitehall ; a circumstance which is thought 
to have saved them from the gallows. 

Bloody who had previously been the leader in an 
attempt upon the life of the Duke of Ormond, waa> 
during his examination respecting the Crown, also in* 
terrogated on that subject, and, as if he valued himself 
upon the action, (and, possibly, suspecting that aome 
discovery concerning it had already been made,) ao* 
knowlcdged, without hesitation, that lie was one of 
the party : but, on being asked who were his asko- 
ciates, he answered, that * he would never betray d 
friend* s ttfe, nor deny a guilt in defence of his own /* 
As to the provocation which he had for that assault, he 
said, that the Duke had taken away his estate, and had 
executed some of his friends ; for which he and many 
others were bound by a solemn oath to be revenged. 
Lest the concealment of any of his audacities should 
detract from the romance of his life, he also volunta- 
rily confessed to the King, that he had been engaged 
in a design to kill his Majesty with a carbine from 
among the reeds by the Thames' side above Batterseaj 
" where he often went to swim V* — that the cause of 
this resolution in himself and others, ^' was, his ma- 
jesty'a severity over the consciences of the godly, in 
suppressing the freedom of religious assemblies $" but 
hen he had ^' taken his stand among the reeds 
purpose, his heart was checked by an awe of 



tONDINlANAi 23 

Majesty ; and lie did D6t tely himseilfreteDt, but also 
diverted his associates from the design.** 
. " By these confessions/* he told the Kiog» '* he 
bad safficiently laid himself open to the law/* and 
tnight reasonably anticipate its utmost rigour; for 
which^ as far as concerned himself, he was prepared ; 
*' inasmuch as there were hundreds of their friends^ 
yet undiscovered^ who. were all bound to each other^ 
by the indispensable oaths of conspirators^ to revenge 
the death of any of the fraternity upon those who 
should bring them to justice ; which would expose his. 
Majesty^ and all his ministers^ to the daily fear and 
expectation of a massacre. On the other hand, how<r 
ever, if his Msjesty would spare the lives of a few^ 
he might win the hearts of many 5 who, as they had 
been daring in mischiefs^ would be as bold, if received 
mto pardon and favour, to perform eminent Services 
for the crown.** 

. Thus did the audacious, and wary villain « partly 
ovBrawe, and partly captivate the good-nilture of the 
King ; in short, after being remanded to prison, he 
and his accomplices were not only pardoned, but Blood 
himself was received into confidence and favour, and 
bjful 500/. a year conferred upon him, in Ireland. He 
was likewise Admit ted to all theprivate intimacy of the 
court, and he frequently employed his influeuce as a 
most successful solicitor for others. " Many gentle- 
men courted his acquaintance," says the manuscript, 
^* as the Indians reverence devils, that they may not 
hurt them.*** Pennant, with presumptuous ^s^wX.^, 

* Strype^B Stow, Vol. 1. p. 05. 
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adds, *^ This miscreant died peacefally in bis bed, 
August 29th^ 1680, fearlessly^ and withoat any signsr 
of penitence, totally hardened Kud forsaken hy Hea^ 
ven"* In the latter part of his life. Blood appears to 
have professed Quakerism. 

The venerable Talbot Edwards, so far from re- 
ceiving the merited reward of his fidelity, obtained 
only, after great intercession, a grant on the Exche- 
quer, of 2001. for himself, and 1001. more for his son ; 
but the payment, even of those sums, was so long 
delayed, and the expenses attendant upon the old 
man's wounds so considerable, that they were obliged 
at last to sell their orders for half of the amount in 
ready money, f Old Edwards survived bis injuries 
till the 30th of September, 1674, when he died, aged 
eighty years and nine months* 

*^ What could have been King Charles's real motive 
for extending mercy to Blood, must for ever be a 
mystery to the world. Few will be inclined to be- 
lieve that the proffer of service from so vile a mis- 
creant could have prevailed upon his Majesty's judg- 
ment ; for, base indeed must be the government that 
could have recourse to such instruments to support 
it, and despicable must be that authority which would 
be intimidated from the execution of justice upon so 
great a malefactor 3 yet both these motives seem to 
have operated in the villain's favor, and he was ever 
after regarded as a Sicarius to a profligate set of men. 



nnant's " London," p. 807 : edit. 1793. 
pe's Stow, ut sup. 
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to overawe any who had integrity enough to resist 
the measures of a most profligate court.*'* 

As Blood had been charged with, and^ by his own 
confession, was guilty, of the attempt upon the Duke 
of Ormond*s life, lord Arlington was sent to inform 
his Grace, that it was his Majesty^s pleasure that he 
should not be prosecuted ; for reasons which he, (his 
lordship,) was commanded to give him; — ^but the 
Duke interrupted him with the shrewd remark, that, 
'' his Majesty's command was the only reason that 
could be given, and, therefore, he might spare the 
rest/'t 

♦ Bailey's ^' History of the Tower," Part i. p. 20J ; and Pen- 
nant's *' London," p. 807. The excessive carelessness of the 
latter writer is fully shewn in this part of his woik. Speak- 
ing of the persons interred in the Church of St. Peter ad 
Vincnla, within the Tower, he says, p. 806, '^ I pass over 
less interesting monuments to the little stone on the floor 
which recoids that * Talbot Edwardt, late keeper of his Ma* 
jesty's Regalia, SOth September, 1674, aged 80/ was depo- 
sited here ;" bnt in page 808, forgetfal of his previous word% 
he remarks, *' It is singular that this aged man survived his 
injuries seven years 5 the attempt was made May 9tb, 1671, 
and the inscription, 'contrary to the assertions of some histo- 
rians, fixes his death in 1680."— But the actual inscription- 
Is as follows : '' Here lieth y* body of Talbot Edwards, gent* 
late keeper of his Ma**^ Regalia, who dyed y* 80th of Septem- 
ber, 1674, ged 80 yeares and 9 moneths. 

* + Strype's Stow.— Echard, Tom. iii. p. 286, says the Duke 
answered, ** That the King should see, he valued his life as 
little as his Majesty did his crown." 
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REOAMA IN TfiE TOWER. 

But few persoDS arc acquainted with the varietr 
and richness of the crown jewels, properly called the 
Regalia, but the ensuing extracts from Bailey*s *^ Hb- 
tory of the Tower," (mentioned in the preceding 
article) will convey a good idea of their general ele- 
gance and value. — It should be remembered, however, 
that some considerable alterations, both in the form 
and ornaments of the Imperial Crown, were made 
previously to the coronation of his Majesty, George 
the Fourth, in July, 1821. 

"Without pretending to enter into a minute description 
of the Regalia, the following short account may be offered 
of such parts of the Crown jewels as are most particu- 
larly deserving of notice. 

There arc five Crowns, the first of which is called St» 
Edward's,''^ being the Imperial crown that the Kings of 
England are crowned with. It was made for the coro^ 
nation of king Charles the Second, and is embellished 
with pearls, diamond, rubies, emeralds, and sapphires, 
with a mound of gold on the top, encircled with a band 
or fillet of gold, garnished also with precious stones, and 
three very large oral pearls, one at the top, and the others 
pendant to the ends of the cross. This crown is formed 
of four crosses, and as many fleurs-de-lis of gold, rising 
fVom a rim, or circlet, also of gold, and set with precious 

* It derives its name from the ancient crowD, supposed to 

have been worn by king Edward the Confessor, and which 

reserved in Westminster Abbey till the rebellion in the 

»f king Charles I., when it was taken away, together with 

>ther articles belonging to the legaVia. 
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Stones ; the cap witfaiu U made of purple velvet, lined 
with taffeta, and turned up wiik ermine. 

The Crwm ofState^ which is so called* because worn 
bj the Kingf or Qaeen when they f o in state to parlia<* 
ment,* was also made at the corona^on of king Charles 
II. It is exceedingly rich, being garnished with a pro- 
fusion of diamonds and other stones ; but is particularly 
remarkable as being embellished with an emerald seven 
inches in circumference, a pearl, the finest in the world* 
and a ruby of inestimable value. 

The Queen's Cirdet of g&id. This was worn by 
queen Mary, consort of king James II., in proceeding to 
her coronation : it is a rim or circle of gold, richly adorn- 
ed with large diamonds, curiously set, and around the 
upper edge a string of pearl ; the cap is of purple velvet, 
lined with white taffeta, and turned up with ermine*, 
richly powdered. 

The Queen's Cr&wn, being that with which the 
Queens are crowned, is a very rich crown of gold set with 
diamonds of great value, intermixed with other precious: 
Stones and pearls ; the cap is similar to the preceding* 

Another Crown, which is called the Qiiee»*s rich 
CrowHf is worn by the Queen on her return from West^ 
minster-hall, after the ceremony of her coronation. It 
is of gold, most splendidly adorned with diamonds and 



* In ancient times our Kings observed the principal feasts 
with great hospitality and pomp, particularly those of Christ- 
mas> Easter, and Whitsuntide, vrhen they always wore their 
Crowns of State. William the Conqueror usually kept his 
Christmas at Gloucester ; Easter at Winchester ; and Whit- 
suntide at Westminster. The strict observance oC ^woAxxti^ 
the crown at these festivals was fttal neg\ec\»di \ii Vvo^'^A- 
wan/ ibe First; and afterwards the c\]ialom ^Ta.^^asJ^l'^aeRW*^*' 
foigotten. 
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pearls, and like the other Imperial crowns, composed of 
crosses and fleurs-de-lis, rising from a rim or circle of gold. 

The Orb, which rests in the King-'s right hand at his 
coronation,* and is borne in his left on his return to 
Westminster-hall, is a ball of gold, six inches in diame- 
ter, encompassed with a band or fillet of gold, embellished 
with roses of diamonds encircling other precious stones, 
and edged with pearl. On the top is an extraordinary 
fine amethyst, of an oval shape, near an inch and a half 
in height, which forms the foot or pedestal of a cross of 
gold, three inches and a quarter high, set very thick with 
diamonds, and adorned with a sapphire, an emerald, and 
several large pearls. 

The Ampulla, or Eagle of gold, which contain^ the 
holy oil at the ceremony of the coronation, is in the form* 
of an eagle, with wings expanded, standing on a pedes- 
tal ; all of pure gold finely chased. The head screws off 
about the middle of the neck for the convenience of put- 
ting in the oil, which is poured out through the beak into 
a spoon, called the Anointing Spoon, which is likewise 
made of pure gold, with four pearls in the broadest part 
of the handle. These are considered to be of great anti- 
quity. 

The Curtana, or the Sword of Mercy, which is borne 
naked before the King, between the two swords of justice 
at the coronation, is of plain steel, gilded. The blade is 

• The Orb was an ensign^ the intention of which was bor- 
rowed by our early Saxon kings from the Roman emperors, 
by whom it was used with their title, Imperatores Orhis Ter^ 
rarum, as an emblem of their pretended power over the 
ole world. After the conversion of the Romans to Chris- 
lity, they surmounted it with a Cross, and with this ac- 
Jipanlment we And it on most of the coma atkd s^«\&ol asw 
^^ from the time of Edward the Confeaaoi, 
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thirty-two inches in length, and nearly two in breadth : 
the handle is covered with fine gold wire, and the point 
fiat. The Swords of Justice are the Spiritual and Tern* 
poral ; which are borne, the former on the right hand, 
and the latter on the left, before the King or Queen at 
their coronation. The point of the Spiritual Sword is 
somewhat obtuse, but that of the Temporal Sword is 
sharp : their blades are about forty inches long ; the 
handles cased with fine gold wire. The scabbards of 
all three are alike, covered with a rich brocaded doth of 
tissue, with a fine ferule, hook, and chape. 

Saint Edward's Staff) which is carried before the 
King at the coronation, is a staff or sceptre of beaten gold* 
four feet seven inches and a half in length, and about 
three quarters of an inch in diameter, with a pike or foot 
of steel, four inches and a quarter long, and a mound and 
cross at the top. 

The King's Sceptre^ with the Dove^ is of gold, in 
length three feet seven inches, and about three inches in 
circumference. It is set with diamonds and other precious 
stones ; and upon the mound at the top, which is encir- 
cled with a band or fillet of rose diamonds, is a small 
eross, whereon is fixed a dove with wings expanded, as 
the emblem of mercy. 

The King's Sceptre, with the Cross, or Sceptre Royal, 
likewise of gold, is two feet nine inches in length, and of 
the same size as that with the dove : the handle is plain, 
but the upper part is wreathed, and the pommel at the 
bottom set with rubies, emeralds, and small diamonds : 
the top rises into a fleur-de-lis, enriched with precious 
stones : out of which issues a mound, made of amethyst, 
garnished with table diamonds; and upon the mound is 
a cross covered with precious stones, liaVva^ ^W%^ ^.^^^ 
diamond ia the cbntre^, 
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The Quetm'i Scepire, with the Crois^ ii alio ^gM, 
ftdoroed with diatnondt and other precious sloiiet» and* 
in moftt parts, is very Jike the king*s, bat not wicathed, 
niff quite so large. 

The Queen' t Ivory Hoc/, which, was made f^foeen 
Mary, consort of Icinji^ James the Second is a sceptre of 
white ivory, tiiree feet one inch and a halfinlengtih, with 
a poinme), mound, and cross of gold, and a dove ok the 
apex. 

Besides these, there is another very rich and elegant 
^cr!ptre witii the Dove, which was discovered in 1814^ 
behind a part of the old wainscoting of the Jewel-house, 
where it seems to have lain unobserved for a great num- 
ber of years. This nearly assimilates to the King's Seep- 
tro witii the Dove, and there is every. probability that it 
was made for queen Mary, the consort of William the 
Third, with whom she was jointly invested with the ex- 
erriKC of the royal authority. 

The Jrmilla or Bracelets, which are ornaments for 
the King's wrists worn at coronations, are of solid fine 
gold, an inch and a lialf in breadth, and ed^ed with rows 
of pearl. They open by means of a hingc> for the pur« 
pose (»f being put on the arm, and are chased with the 
rose, thistle, fleur-de-lis, and harp. Than the bracelet, 
there is not, perhaps, any ornament more universally 
known, or of higher antiquity, and we generally find it, 
as a distinguishing mark, worn by kings and chieftains. 
It is frequently mentioned not only in the history of our 
Saxon and Danish ancestors, but in the writings of far 
more ancient nations.* 

» <' And I took the crown that was upon his head, and the 
that was upon his arm, and have brought them 
»to my lord." 2 Sam. eh. i, 10.-^ 
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The Royal Spurt, are also made of fine gM curiously 
wrought, and are carried in the procesBion at coronations 
by the lords Grey of Ruthven ; a service which they claim 
by descent from the family of Hastings, earls of Hastings. 

The SaltseUer of State, which is a model, in gold, of 
the " White Tower ;'* a grand silver font, double gilt, 
generally used at the baptisms of the royal family ; and 
a large silver Fountain presented to king Charles the 
Second by the town of Plymouth, are likewise worthy of 
notice. There is also, reposited in the Jewel-honse, a 
magnificent service of Communion plate belonging to the 
Tower chapel: it is of silver, double gilt, superbly 
wrought; the princqial piece containing a beautiful re- 
presentation of the Lord's Supper* 

CLERKENWELL CLOSE. — JOHN WEEYER. 

Clerkenwell Close was the residence of Weever, 
the indttstrions^ but inaocurate, transcriber of onr an- 
cient Sepulchral Inscriptions. He was bom in Lan* 
cashire in the year }576, and educated at Queen's 
College, Cambridge, nnder Dr. Robert Pearscn, 
Ardideacon of Suffolk. Whilst young he travelled 
-on the Continent, and visited Leige and Rome. He 
was strongly attached to the study of antiquities, 
and after his return, being encouraged and patronized 
by Sir Robert Cotton, and the learned Selden, he 
collected materials for bis well known work on '* ^n- 
dent Fvner all Monvmeats** which was first published 
in 1631, and the Epistle to which is dated from his 
•* House in Clerkenwell Close, this 28th day of 
May."* He died in the followiog year, and was in* 

T ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ '■ . ..■ . — ■ i -i^ 

* Xbcfe is a '^ Uutory of Chrisi,'' in verse, which is so^ 
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terred in the old Church of St. James, Clerkenwell. 

His Epitaph^ as written by himself, has been thns 

printed : — 

Lancashire gave me Breath, and Cambridgfe Education : 

Middlesex gave me Death, and this Church my Humatian : 
And Christ to me hath given 
A Place with him in Heaven. 
Another Epitaph^ by a friend, was inscribed upon a 

tablet, and placed against a column near his graTe. 
WsBVBR, who labored in a learned strain. 
To make Men long since dead to live again. 
And, with Expcnce of Oyle and Ink, did watch 
From the Worm's mouth the sleeping Cmrse to snatch, 
Hath, by his Industry, begot a way 
Death, who insidiates all things, to betray; 
Redeeming freely, by his Care and Cost, 
Many a sad Herse, which Time, long since, gave lost ; 
And to forgotten Dust such Spirit did give 
To make it in our Memories to live.— 
Where Death destroyed, when He had power to save. 
In that he ^d not seek to rub the Grave ; 
For where so e'er a ruin'd Tomb he found. 
His Pen hath built it new out of the Ground. 



posed to have been written by Weever, (vide '' Censwa Li- 

Uraria/' Vol. ii.) and some of his original MSS. are in the 

nry of the Society of Antiquaries. A 2d edition of the 

sal Monuments appeared in 1661, fol. with a head of 

** ; and a 8d, in 4to. was published in 1766, with some 

«qients by the Rev. William Tooke, F. R. S.— The 

lie present article has been long preparing a new 

nefead and enlarged from his own notes made in 

to almost every pail oi \\ieVL\i^<9iovu 
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*T wixt Ennh «iitf'' RTiii. ihiy iYrt«rchaog« fre-find, 
She hatfi to^Hiin, ht bi& to Her, like kind. 
She was his Mother, he, (a gratefd Child,> 
Made her his Theme, in a large ifork, compiled 
• Of Funeral R^liques, and brave Structures rear'd 
On such as-seem'd to her the most indear'd: 
Alternately a Grave to Him she lent, 
O'er which his Boojc remains a Monument. 

. .SWORM \mn^ BY FOO^BIEN. 

Althbngh the custom. of Gentlemlea, and of others 
apan^ themy to wokr. Sivoi^ds, still lives in the recoU 
lection of our more aged Citizens^ and is occasionaJIy 
a subject <>f discourse, it is not no commonly ; known 
that^ in king William fi reign^ even. Footmen had been 
tolerated to wQar side arms. Y^ ^^s fact is rendered 
evident Ify an official notice pnbUshedintb^/jondon 
Gazette for New Year's Day, 1701, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy. . ' 

" By the risfht hon: Charles, Earl of CarKsl^ EarlMar- 
shal of England during the minority of Thomas, Duke 
of Norfolk, Whereas many mischiefs and diingerous 
accidents, tending not only to the highest breach of the 
Peace, but also to the destniction of the lives of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, have happened atid been occasioned by 
Footmen wearing of Swords : — for prevention of the 
like .accidents and disturbances for the future, I do hereby 
order that no Footmen attending any of the Nobility or 
Gentry of his Majesty's realms shall wear any Sword» 
hangar, bayonet, or such other like offensive weapon, 
luring such time as they or any of them shall reside or 
be within the Cities of London and We&tm\ii^\.«» «iA 
he J/berttes and precincts of the same» aft \\kfc^ ^'^^ ^^"^ 
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Bvrer the contrary hereof. — Given under mj hand, and 
the seal of the Earl Marshal of England, the 30th daj of 
December, 1701, in the 13th year of the reign of our So- 
vereign Lord King William the Third, of Enghind, &c. 

Carlislb. £L M. 

W£8TMIN^TKR ABBEY. ITONUMfiNTS OF FOX A2CD 

PITT. 

Those eminent Statesmen, and great political rivals, 
Charles James Fhx, and Williaim Pitt, lie buried 
within a few yards of each other^ in the north transept 
of Westminster Abbey. To that dreumstaBce the 
* northern wizard,' Sir Walter Scott> most feelingly 
alludes in his/' Lay of the Last Miustrel ;*'— 

Drop upon Fox*8 Grave the tear 

'Twill trickle to his- Rival's Bier! 

On Pitt's the mournful requiem sounds 

And Fox's shall the notes rebound t 

The solemn echo seems to cry,-r- 

♦• Here let their discord with them die"—* 

Speak not for those a separate doom, 

Whom fate made Brothers in the Tomb; 

But search the land of I'tVing ilftm. 

Where wilt thou find their like again \ 

Both graves are disttnguisbed by the respective 
initials of their names cut on small stones in the pave- 
ment. The remains of Pitt are deposited ia a vauk 
first made for the great Earl of Chatham, his father ; 
and it may be mentioned as a remarkable fact, that 
the leaden coffin of that illustrious nobleman was 
"^und completely overturned after the fire in the 
bbiy Churcb, on the 9tU aC Jvx\^, l^^^/vt bav* 
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ing been reDdered buoyant by the water which had 
been thrown into the Church to extinguish the flatpes. 
Pitt's mother, the Countess of Chatham, his sister. 
Lady Harriet Eliiot, and his sister-in-lawy Mary Eli- 
zabeth Sydney, late wife to the present Earl of Chat- 
ham, were also interred in the same vault. 

The monument of Mr. Fox has been erected against 
the wainsGOtting of the choir, near the great north- 
' east column, at the intersection of the n.ave and tran>- 
sept } but it is so immediately before the eye, that 
the fine proportions of the figures, which are all of 
statuary marble, are deprived pf their due effect ; the 
base being insufficiently elevated. It consists of a 
group of the deceased, in a recumbent attitude^ on a 
mattress, expiring in the arms of Liberty ; who is 
seated at the head of the Monument, but has no dis- 
tinguishing emblem : at the feet, reclining languidly 
over the dying statesman, is Peace, with her dove- 
topped sceptre, regrettingy in pensive resignation, 
the fall of him whose commanding eloquence had so 
frequently been exerted in her support. Near the 
latter figure, but advanced on the plinth, in front, and 
on one knee, is a Negro, with his hands gratefully 
clasped to his breast, as though testifying his vene- 
ration for the fallen patriot, by whom his chains had 
been broken, and the Slave Trade abolished. The 
figure of the deceased is extremely characteristic : the 
likeness is finely preserved ^ and the expression is 
dignified and forcible. In that of Liberty, there is 
much of the air and character of the Niobe \ on Vi^^ 
head is ft wreath of Sowers. The Africaix, viW\%iiii^^ 
n 2 
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naked, was sculptured from the life, and is well form- 
ed ; the graceful ease imparted to an attitude exceed- 
ingly difficult of execution J displays the talents of the 
Sculptor in a very superior point of view. Canora, 
after inspecting this figure in the artist's siudia, a^ 
sured Lord Holland, that neither in England^ nor out 
of England, had he seen any modern work in marble 
that surpassed it. This Monument, which has nbt -ftt 
been inscribed with any epitaph, was designed and 
executed by Richard Westmacott, Esq. R.A. ^ The 
expense was defrayed by a Subscription, the contrii> 
butors to which were of different classes ; namely» 
Mr. Fox*s private friends, (including his present Ma- 
jesty, who gave 1000 guineas) and the supportm of 
his political principles : of the former, he had mortf, 
perhaps, than any man of his time 3 and thb latter 
comprehended a large portion of the rank^ the talent, 
and the virtue of his Country. 

This renowned patriot was botn on the 13th of 
January, 1748. He was the 3d son of Henry 'Fox, 
afterwards Lord Holland, by Georgina Caroline, 
eldest daughter of Charles, 2d Duke of Richmond. 
His decease was occasioned by a dropsy, and took 
place at Holland House, Kensington, on the I3th of 
September, 1806. At that period he was Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and his strenuous exer- 
tions to negotiate a Peace with France, whilst in a 
state of grievous bodily suffering, tended greatly to 
•ate his death. During the short time, however, 
I had continued in power, he accomplished the 
» task of rescuing the BnlisVi cWidcV^t Itwa 
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it8 most opprobrious . stigma, by the AholUien nf the 
Slave Trader 

PItt*s Monnment* wbicb is of cobmsal magnitude, 
stands upon a stone arcb supported by piers, imme* 
duttely- oyer tbe great west entrance. This, also, is 
the work of Westmacott ; the composition indades a 
group of three figures, in statuary marble, the princi- 
palof which represents the deceased in his Parliamen- 
tary robes, as Chancellor of the Exchequer. He is 
standing in an energetical attitude, as though engaged 
in debate, and the likeness is well preserved. History, 
in a redining posture, recording his words, is on the 
base to the left, and on the opposite side is Anarchy, 
seated, in chains. The principal figure is nine feet 
high, and the accessory ones are of similar propor- 
tions. This Monument was erected in 1813, by Par- 
Bament, which had likewise honoured his memory by 
a public fimeraL 

. The transcendent talents and persuasive oratory of 
Mr. PStt, combined with tbe peculiar situation of 
national affiurs, occasioned his advancement to power 
at a Tery eariy age 5 and such was the confidence 
placed in his abilities and principles, that for upwards 
of twenty yearsy all the resources and influence of the 
British Empire were subjected to his controul. His 
saooess, however, in opposing tbe overwhelming tor- 
rent of French aggrandizement, was not commensurate 
with bis efforts to stem its progress ; and the issue of 
'tiie disasbtras battle of Austerlitz, in the autumn of 
i805, is known to have had a fatal inf^^exkt)^ orci 
bis dedwing beakb. He died on tbe 23& oi 3«si^^n> 
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1806; in the 47th year of his age. The inscriptioii 
Ktates that his Monument was rabed ** in testimony of 
Ciratitode for his eminent Public Services, and of 
Regret for his irreparable Loss." 

CITXC HABE AND FOX HUNTING. -tLOBD MAYOB's BAN* 
QUETTINO HOUSE. 

To those who are but little studied in our ci?ic 
antiquities, it will, doubtless, appear strange to leara 
that so recently as Queen Elizabeth's time, the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen have recreated themselves by 
Hare and Fox-hanting, in the immediate vicinity of 
London ; yet Strype, Stow's best editor^ thus acr 
qaaints us with the fact, from manuscripts in his own 
possession. 

•' On the 18th of September, 15C2, the Lord Maior 
(Harper), Aldermen, and many worshipful persons ; and 
divers of the Masters and Wardens of the twelve Compa* 
nics, rid to the Conduit Heads to see them after the old 
faHhion : and afore dinner they hunted the Hare, and 
killed her, and thence to dinner at the Head of the Con- 
duit. There was a good number entertained with good 
cheer by the Cliamberlain ; and after dinner they went 
to hunting the Fox. There was a great cry for a mile, 
and at length the hounds killed him at the end of St. 
Gileses. Great hallooing at his death, and blowing of 
horns : and thence the Lord Maior, with all his company, 
rode through London to his place in Lombard-street."* 

The principal of the Condnit Heads from which the 

derived water, at that period, were at Cob- 

', where New Bond Street, Conduit Street^ 

itand j Tybam> PaddVug^oii, W\\\tA Con- 
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doit Fields^ Higfabnry Barn, and Hackney. Bnt tbe 
place where the hnntii^ V^J dined, on the abore 
occasion, was the Lord Mayor's Banquttting House, 
which occopied some part oF the site of the jireaent 
Stratford Fboe, in Oxford Road -, and near which, 
according to Maitland, theandeat dinidi and village 
of Tifbame, (now St. Marj-le-bone,) was ntnated 
Across the riynlet of Tybome, which then flowed 
openly towards Tothill Fiehls, was a snail bii^e 
taking name from the Banqoetting House, which 
stood near it, on the north-east side. In the ne%fa« 
bonrfaood of the Isridge, were <' nine fonotains or Con- 
dmts, first erected about the year 1 238, for snpplying 
the City with salalnioos water,** and '' onder the 
Banqnetdng House, were two cisterns for the recep* 
tion of the water/' This '* handsome boildii^,— 
whither his Lordship with his brethren the AUermeo, 
oocasonaBy repaired, on horseback, accompanied by 
their ladfes^ in waggons, to Tiew the City Conduits, 
after which they were somptnoosly entertained in the 
said nansion-lMNHei — having been for many years 
ncgiectod by the dcizens, was takn down m the year 
1737, aad the dsteras were arched orcr.*** The 
bri^ge^ whidb was only fifteen feet wide, was enlarged 
abovt tiie sasw time, the City giiriog lOOL towards 
the expense, ft fonned a part of the highway, now 
Oxford Street, bnt the road here having been mnch 
hdjgfatened, and the whole stream covered awrr, not 
the least reamns of the bridlge are now vis9ile. Pen- 
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EUt states, dot t&e hie C«ev IGldiuj^ Eaq. wko, 
after m Terr loo^ fife, died a ^tw wan age^ «Md to 
sMf, dutbe reneabcrcd kiffiag a WoodfDadK«a,tlM 
site of Condcit-street, at Hut tiae as ^CB caoatiy * 
Stratford Pimce was bcik aboat the yoar 177^ bf 
Edward Stratiard aad olhcn» to vhtffei 
lease, reaevable far crcr under certaim 
bad been granted by the Corporatioa of LoMbn. Tbe 
bouses, twenty-two in number, are haadsone aad 
CDnrenient dwelfings, principally of brick« bat oma- 
laented vitb' Ionic pibsters, aad otbcr drfnainga, of 
5ioiie. In the soperb mansion that terauaataa thk 
Place, and fronts the entrance froai Oxford JStrect, 
the late Earl of Aldborongb resided many years. 

PmrXXE^S " BKTKACTATIOX," A TOaCKXT. 

Shortly before the decapitation of Charles the 
First, there was published a small qnarto tract, of eight 
pages, pnqiortingto be a " Retractation^^' by Pkynrie, 
of the argomeots which he had previously advanced 
against the Stage, in his Histrio-mastir. Hie tract 
is so extremely scarce, that it must afford consider- 
ble gradhcation to many, to see a literal reprint of 
the same, which is here given from a copy presetred 
among the king's pamphlets in the British Moseum. 



* ^ LoBdofD," p. 126 : Sd edit. Mildmay and GeBwal Ogl». 

^» coDtiiiiiea FeDoaDt, '' were great intimatei, and nearly 

I Mme age, and often brought proofs to each other of . 

■length of their recollection." The preface to Pennant's 

i< dated March 1, 1790: ve may infer, therefore, that 

'W«r died between 1T80, and 1185. 
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Mr. fTiUiam Prynn. His Defenet of StAOB Plays, 
in a Rtfyra^ation of a former Bo^k of his ca/ifid 
' HisMoyMmsti». London, prinM in the year |64$. 
•MWbereasthisTyranicaU, abominable, lewd, ichisata- 
twaU, htedtkall Army, are bei^t in a wilfull and fiowible 
v^Y to destroy all LawfuU Government ;- and to com- 
pMse tiioge ends, hare lately infringed the Priviiedgfes of 
ParMameUt, being* a thing' contravy to all Gustomes, 
liawff, Stotutes, Bxaiibples, Precedents, and precepts, as 
I have at largfe discoursed in my last book, and brought 
a whole army of proofit against them, (Origen, Phih 
Jud. TurtuUean, Lanctantius^ Euiebius^ Ambrosei 
UrBgory^ Augusiin^ Cypriun^ Hieroninkus^ BaselitUf 
Nmxianzan,Athanasius9 Chrysostomus, Barnard, Tho.: 
AquinoM, Hook* Elcd. CahinJ for it is easie to be 
prored by the Fathers and all Christian writers, That 
Autltt>rity l^awftiU is to be obeyed ; I cannot yet be silent 
itt athing of 80 great moment, but must makekaowii 10 
the People of Biigiand, and to ull the wwld, to^U sorts 
of mes^nay, to menand Angdis, those exojrbitant-ooiursM. 
in irhieh ih^y persist still. It is tiot long agos and theve* 
fpre. too r lately %o be so soone forgotten; how Colonel 
Fndc: and i£rerse of the Army did stop the Msinb^ ^^ 
Farliasnent irom doing of their duty in a nidst forc^bW; 
imli\rfuU, seditious, mutinons, unexampled, and unj^ftT* 
rallerd: way. Ameng the multitude of feithfilll PaAii^ots^ 
and Plirliament men, they seised also nponme, ebnyeyed 
me away by force, and restrained me of my liberty, -for 
no offence, but onely endeavouring to discharge my can- 
seiemie, which is a thing I shall allwaycs do, without 
fearing any man, any arm of flesh, any Potentacie, Pre- 
Itey, superintendency, or power terrcstial or internatt*, 
and have done, witnesse my often suffeiiw^ ^\«wl^^ 
Cf^nrt, from the JLonis, and from ^t "Ptf^^^A^y twV^^ "V- 
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durst nuuntain the truth v^ithoUt f«ar of either Kinf , 
Lords, Prelates, Presbyterians, or Independents. But- 
I let this passe, having' abready at large written kbout 
that fnjurie; but now there is another fresh occasion 
which hath excited my just indignation a^ust this 
wicked and Tjrranicall Army, they did lately in a most 
inhumane, crue11,rough,'and barbarous manner take away 
the poor Plaiyers from their Hotises, being* met there to 
discharge the duty of their callings ; as if this Army were 
folly bent, and most trayterously, and maliciously set to 
put down and depresse all the King^s Friends, not onely ' 
in Parliament, but in the very Theatres ; they have * no 
CftrCf Covenant, or any thing else, but being most fsedi- 
fragous, would deprive the King of all his Rights and 
Prerogatives, which they are bound by the Covenant to 
maintain; and was it not alwayes an allowed Prerog^-' 
tlve to Kiiigs and great Princes to have Players for their 
Recreations, which I am verily perswaded they are as 
little able to answer for, considering their Covenant, as 
for their other illegal action towards us in Parliament. 
• But now I know what the malicious, ill-spoken, da- 
morous, and obstreperous people will object against me ; 
namely. That I did once write a Book against Stage* 
Play, called the Histrio-Mastia, for which I underwent 
a cruel sentence in the Star-chamber. I confesseitis 
true, I once did so, but it was when I had not so cleer a 
light as now I have ; and it is no disparagemenft of any- 
man to alter his judgment upon better information ; be- • 
sides it was done long ago, and when the King (whose 
vertues I did sot then so perfectly understand) governed 
without any controul, which was the time that I took the 
better to shew my conscience and courage, to oppose 
that power which was the highest, but had I truly known 
tAeKiug; I must confesse with aottow, 1 t^oioX^ TSkaV 
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lotve c<Hiipared him to Nero, the most wicked of the 
Roman Emperors, (as I did in that hook,) for loTing^ of 
Staf e-plajres ; nor have g^ven the Queen those hitter 
and cruell words of whore and strumpet, for playing a 
part in Mr. Montague's Pastorall, hut I have suffered 
for that long ag'o, and am now ready to suffer, in dis- 
changing' my conscience, under what power soever is now 
•et up to Martyr me. 

' But that Plays are lawful things, and are to he allow- 
ed as recreations for honest men, I need not quote many 
authors to prove it, it will serve the turn if I do but teir 
you that many good men have been authors of Comedies 
and Tragsedies, and many of them Christians, (Bueha* 
tton, Chrotius, Hensius, Bareiaius,) there are also maiiy' 
ancient Comsediaus and Tragaedians among the Hea- 
then, which were men of no ill note, (Menander^ SO"' 
fkodc9y Aesehjflus, Euripides, Aristoplanes^ Terewtius^* 
Piautust Seneca J 9Jid whereas I did quote many Fathers* 
and other ancient Christian authorities against Stage* 
playes, I confess I was not perfectly advised in all the cir* 
eumstances belonging to them, being not such Plays as 
were written and acted in England of late, for the Recrea-' 
taon of our most gracious King and QUeen, and many of 
their best friends : and therefore distinctions ought to be 
itsed in those cases ; for all Plays are not of one nature, and 
Tertues, magnanimity, chastity, sobriety, temperance* 
justice, modesty, goodness, &c. may be taught in Plays, 
and many men have been made the better for seeing of 
them. And whereas divers objections have been made 
against Stage-playes, for that many of them are profane, 
many of them have swearing and blasphemy in them, 
many of them have cozening, cheating, legerdemain, 
fraud, deceit, jugglings, impostures, and o1\!Ax Yft.'w^ 
Unogs, which may teach joung people e^VV lVi\i%%« vc^ 
corrupt good nmners, I do also myself «]^eak nf^wasAi^w^ 
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Plajes, and will not at all roaCiDtsun them, much lease 
would I be content to suffer in such a cause as that were. 
But that honest Players may be tolerated, and not to be 
forbidden by any Army under heaven, I do maintain be- 
fore all- the world. It is true that some have objected 
to Stagre-playes, that there is an unlawfnll thing used in 
illkem*. which is against a place in the Old Testament, 
(and is urged by Dr. Reinolds, and other reyerend men 
against Playes,) namely, that men or boyes do wear the 
apparel of women, being expressly forbidden in the 
Text. To this I answer, first, that if this be all, it is a 
fault may be easily amended ; and we may do in England, 
as they do in Frante, Itdljfs Spatne, and other plaoes, 
where those that play womens parts are womeii indeed ; 
and 90 there [be] no offence against that place. But 
thai ag&in ii may be objected. That that is more wanton 
than if boyes acted womens parts, and more apt to en- 
gender loose thoughts ; and I myself am of that opinion, 
And therefore do desire rather to maintain that tenent 
[tenet]. That mens putting on of womens apparel is not 
again [against] the Scripture in a plain and ordinary 
»ence ; for it had a farther meaning, as one of the Rab- 
bles affirms ; for it was a custom of men in those days, 
when they prayed to Rtmmon, who was Mars, that they 
put on womens apparel, to seem like Venus, and m to 
please that false god ; and women, when they prayed to 
Ashtaratb, who was VenuSf put on men's apparel, to 
seem like to 3/ar«, and so to please that goddesse, and 
therefore I think, because this scruple is satisfied, I may 
conclude that good Plays, which are not profane, lewd, 
bad, blasphemous, or ungodly, may be acted ; and that 
this wicked and tyrannical Army ought not to hinder, to 
impede, let, prohibit, or forbid the acting of them ; which 
/ dare wain tain to all the world ; for I w«iS nc^er afrayd 
to suffer in a good cause.'- 
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Pryune's political enemies bare regarded the above 
tract as a perfect lonne^louche, whilst the sup- 
porters of Stage-performances have hailed it with 
triumphant exultation. It is, however, neither more 
nor less than a direct /or^cr^, coloured, it is true, by 
an attempt to imitate Prynne*s style and manner, but 
altogether failing in its object by making admissions 
which that writer never could have contemplated 
since they involved both thie consistency of his opi<* 
nions, and the integrity of his diariocter. 

" Had I truly known the King," says the Tract, 
speaking in Prynne*s name, *' I must own with sor« 
row, I should not have compared him to Nero^ — nor 
have given his Queen those Utter and cruell words of 
whore and strumpet, for playing u part in Mr. Mon- 
tague's Pastorall :'* — Now those were the very 
(chargeSv brought against him in the Star-Ghamber, by 
a farced and unwarrantable construction of certain 
passages in his Histrio-mastir, \vhich, in reality, are 
by no means susceptible of such a strained interpre- 
tation. Of this fact the r^der will be convinced by 
the following extracts, which include the passages in 
qnestion. 

In his ' Epistle Dedicatoiy* to the Hhtrio^mastixy 
Prynne states that long before that period, namely, 
1632, the date of the work, he had conceived an in- 
tention of writing against Stage-Plays, and that the 
increasing number of Play-houses, and Piay-haunters, 
induced him to fulfil his design. Speaking of his 
original intent, he says, 

" For which purpose about 7 yeuw »vace, itc^^O^ci^ 
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those Plav*condemning passages which I had met with 
ia the Fathers and other Authors, I dig-ested them into 
one entire written discourse, which having- since that 
time enlarged beyond it« intended Bulk, because I saw 
the number of Players, Play-books, Play-haunters, and 
Play-houses, still increasing, there being above forty 
thousand Play-books printed within these two yeares 
(as Stationers informe mee) they being now more ven- 
dible than the choycest Sermons ; two olde Play-houses 
[The Fortune and Red Bull,] being also lately reedified, 
enlarged, and one new Theatre erected [White Friers 
Play-house] the multitude of our London Play-haunters 
being so augmented now, that all the ancient Divils 
Chappels (for so the Fathers style all Play-houses) being 
five in number are not sufficient to contaiu their troopes, 
whence we see a sixth now added to them ; whereas 
even in vitious Nero his raigne there were but three 
standing Theah*es in Pagan Rome (though farre more 
spacious than our Christian London) and those three too 
many : Hereupon I first commended it, being thus 
augmented, to the Licencer, and from him unto tkt 
Presse :" — * 

The second extract is from the body of the work» 
(pp. 214, 215,) where theimproprlety of female acting 
18 discussed, and the passage itself is referred to in 
the index by the remarkable phrase^, ' Wamen actors, 
notorious whores.^ 

— * * If now any object that it is farre better, farre more 
commcndahle for Boyes to act in Womans attire, than to 
bring- woman -Actors on the Stage to personate female 

* It must be remarked, that the names of the Play-house», 
which are inserted within brackets in the above extract>are 
Jn Prvnne's book printed in the maxgjiiVx 
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.parts ; a praetice much in use in foimer times amonf t^e 
Crredses and Romans, who had their Miaue, their ^ce- 
mc(B WMiieres, or woman-Actors (who were all natO' 
-rwuf impudent prostituted StrumpetsJ especiallj in 
•their Flondian Enierludes; as they have now their 
femMk'Platfers in Italj, and other forraig^e parts, and 
as they had such French-women Actors in a Play not long* 
a|^o [In Michael-Terme, 1629] personatedin Black-friers 
I^j-hoose, to which there was §^eat resort," &c. — 

It will be readily conceded by the nnprgndiced 
mind, that the expressions in the above paragraphs^ 
whidi were magnified into such gross calamniesj are, 
in verity, nothing more than the plain relation of his^ 
torical facts, and in no respect allasive either to 
Charles or his Qneen. It is» consequently, in the 
highest degree improbable, that Prynne should ever 
have made those acknowledgements of intentional 
scandal which the 'Retractation^ ascribes tobim. On 
Ihis point, therefore, the evidence of the forgery is 
4dmo8t complete. But we have a yet stronger proof, 
namely, the positive denial of Prynne himself, as 
printed on '^ a very large sheet like a posting-bill, or 
rather a posting«bill itself," the contents of which 
are thus detailed in the 2d volume of Col]ier*s '^ Poe« 
tical Decameron,'* p. 321. 

** The Vindication of William Prynne, Esq. from some 
scandalous Papers and imputations newly printed and 
published to deduce and defame him in his reputation. 

Whereas a scandalous Paper have [lias] been newly 
printed and published in my name by some of the impri- 
soned Stagfe-PIajers, or ag-ents of the A»Y\ay, \j\V\\,\3\fc\ 
>Ja WWIam Pr/nn, his J>efence Qi St?^e-P\»»l^^i ^^ ^ 
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-fUtMOtatbn'dTa tomer bbote of hifl/called His TlU9- 
iTA^rrJi^ of purpose to tradueo anddofame nvsr i d&hereby 
]M!lblic}5 deol)lr« tt^ ^11 the world th« sumetDbe « iMm 

nion boneeniitfe^ Sta^d -Plays, and the Coumdn AMik 
^thehi^ aiid tiKir intelter^Me mifitelieivoflEsii^Me inemjr 
Christian Statie, is «till the «ame as Ihave iuore amply 
manifested it to be in my HistriomastiK, &c. &o« • ' j 

WlIrMAM PrTNNB* 

From the Kiog^s Head in the Strand* Jan. I9, 1648." 

By comparing a few. dates and circutn start CQl^tre 
shall be enabled to ascertain almost the exact {terlod 
at which the false * Retractaiion* was puMlshed. 1' 

Iq the copy in the Museum^ over the ddte 164d'» 
on the title-page, is written, in an old :hand> ''rJ«i^ 
10th, 1648}" which, probably, has an iinnediatfc 
reference to Prynne's ^ Flndicdtion' Nowvprevioody 
to the alteration of fhe Style, in 1752,.tbe new year 
did not, legally i commence until the 25th. of March;, 
although it was customary with many, to regard it at 
in modern times, viz. as beginning on the 1st of Ja« 
nuary . Hence, both the ^ Retractation' atfd the reply, 
although issued within a iew days of each other, and 
in the same month, (as will soon be shewn) are dated 
in dififerent years : it is curious, that the ' Vindica- 
tion* bears the prior date j but the date ought, in both 
instances, to have been printed thus — 1648-49. 

The false Tract bears internal evidence of having 
been composed after Colonel Pride, — to use the lan- 
guage of the day, — had purged the House of Com- 
mons, which was on the 6th of December, 1648. It 
^Iso mentions the seizure of tlxc Pla^^w^ ^.^ ^*^ li^^^i 
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coDcern/' which had excited the writer*8 just indigna- 
tion against the Army which had taken them away 
*' from their Houses, heiog met there to dischai^ the 
duty of their callings." That event t6ok place on 
New-year's Day, 1648-49, as appears from the fol- 
lowing passage in the ** Moderate Intelligencer/* 
No. 198^ from December the 28th^ to January the 
4th, 1649. 

"Jan. 1. This day the Souldiers seised the Players 
(or bains of ciTility) in Salisbury Court, and the Cock- 
pit, got some of the Players moneyy and more from the 
Ladies and Gentlewomen by way of gift to gard them 
safe home/' 

The result is obvious,-— for as Prynne's • Vindica- 
tion* is dated on the 1 0th of January, and the Players 
were arrested on the Ist of that month, the ' Retrac- 
tation must have been published in the intervening 
period. 

ST. saviour's church, southwark. 

The following instance of su<iden Death is recorded 
in Stow's " Summarie of the Chronicles of England, 
imprinted in 1604," to have occurred in this, fabric, 
in the 20th year of Queen Elizabeth's reign, anno 
1577-78. 

** The 17 of Januarie one Simon Pembroke dwellings in 
Southwarke being vehemently suspected to be a Con^ 
jurer, by commanderaent of the ordinarie Judge for those 
parts, appeared at the Parish Church of Saint Sauiour, 
at the cuurt lioldcn there, which Simon busied in enter- 
taining a Prpctor, and liauing money in his hand, I^^tl^ 
his head upon the pew wherein the Proctox_«io^, yAmlO^. 
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after 1m had done a certaiae space, the Proeter be^an to 

Kft op his head to see what hee ayide» and fooBd him 

departed out of life» and straight way Hie said Sinon 

feildowae ratlinf^ i^ little in the throat, and iWTer spak0 

woid after. This was doae ereii as the lodge came into 

the Church, who said it was the lust iudgment of Cvod 

towards those that used Sorcery, and a great example to 

admonish other to feare the iu8tice of God. After hM 

cloathes being opened, there were found ahout hf m £- 

aelllgh books of coninration and abondnable practices, 

a picture of a man having three Dice in his hand* and 

this writing, Cktmce dice f^rtutuxttfy^ and diners pipers 

of such like matters as he had dealt in for ummi sndi as 

are mentioned in Leuiticus, the 90 Chapter, Hm six! 

verse, * If any soule tume himselfe 9fte|: spch as vqirke 

with spirits, and after Southsaiers, to goe a whoaring'i 

(saith the Lord) I will put my face ajgainst that spule^ 

and will cut him off from among ray people.* " 

Od a Monument for Richard Humble, Aldervi^fi of 
London, and his two wives, in St. Saviour's Churchy 
erected in 1 6]6» is the follovviug Epitaph. 

'* Like to the damaske rose you see. 

Or like the blossom on the tree. 

Or like the dainty flower of May, 

Or like the morning" of the day. 

Or like the sun, or like the shade. 

Or like the gourd which Jonas had, 
Even 80 is Man, whose thread is spun. 
Drawn out, and cut, and so is done. 

The rose withers ; the blossom blasteth » 

The flower fades ; the morning hasteth ; 

The sun sets ; the shadow flies ; 

TIw Sfourd consumes ; t\ie MQku\>fc 4\t% 



PRESSING FOR SOLDIERS. 

England^ says Roger Asdiam^ the tutor of the un- 
fortanate Jane Grey^ '* need fear bo outward enemies^ 
the lustie lads verilie be in England \ I have seei on 

.a Siuday more likelie men walking in 8t. PauPs 
Church than I ever -yet saw in Aogvata (Augsborgh) 

'Vfaere lieth an Emperor with a garrison » three Kings, 
a Queen, three Princes, a number of Dukes/' S^.-rr- 
It V9S> probably, this display of ' lusty lads/ that led 
to the frequent pressing for Soldiers, in Londoq, io 
QueoQ EUssabetb's reign, during the wisrs with Spain 5 
and of which Stow records the following particulars 
under the year 1596. 

" The 9«f A{HnIl being good Friday, in the after noone 
the Idord Maior and Alderme were fet from jthe sermo in 
. Failles Church yard, and forthwith upon precept from 
the Councell, pressed ipop men, which was done by eight 
of t1|e clocke the same night, and before the next morn- 
ing, ihey were purueyed of ajl manner of furniture for 
the warres, readie to haue gone towards Doner, and so 
to the aide of Caleys against the Spaniards, but in the 
aftemoone of the same day, they were all discharged. 

And on the zi. of Aprill being Easter day about x qf 
the clocke, come a new charge, so that all men being in 
the Parish Churches ready to haue received the commu- 
nion, the Aldermen, their Deputies and Constables, 
were faine to close up the church dores, till they bad 
pressed so many to be souldiers that by xii of the clocke 
they had in the whole Citie lOCX). men, and they were 
forthwith furnished of armour, weapons &c. And they 
were for the most part that night, and t\i&Te%\. Wve TiCi*» 
morniag Bent away to Douer, as tlie like out Q& q'^<^^ 
£ 2 
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pauts of die Reabse, but letmed a^aine about a weeke 
after, ibr die Frcndi had lost Calleys.* 

CARDINAL WOUSET. 

Holusbed, under die date 1530, Teomrds tlie fol- 
Icfwimg particulars oi the state in which Canfiual 
WoiseT, when in the plentitode of his andM>rity, was 
aocnstoBied to go to and from York Place, Whit»- 
faall, to Westminster Hall^ daily, in term time. 

" Krst, jcr he came out ofhis priuie chamber, he heaid 
semice in his closet, and there said his semice with his 
cha|dmne ; then f^oin^ aiS^une into his prioie chamber, 
he would demand if his seruants were in a readinees^ 
and [had] famished his chamber of pfesence, and waiting 
chamber. Being therof then aduerdsed, he came cmt of 
his priuie chamber about eight of die docke, apparrelled 
all in red, that is to say, his vpper garment either of fine 
scarlet, or else fine crimson tafieta, but most comenlie of 
fine crimson sattin ingrained, his pillion of fine scariel, 
with a necke set in the inner side with blacke ueluet, and 
a tippet of sables about his necke, holding in his hande ah 
orenge, whereof the substance within was taken out, and 
filled up agalne with part of a sponge, wherein was yin- 
egar and other confections against the pestulent aires, 
the which he most commonlie held to his nose when he 
came among anie prease [press] or else that he was pes- 
tered with mania suters. 

** Beft)rehim was borne first, the bruad scale of England 
and his Cardinal's hat, by a lord or some gentleman of 
wursliip, right solemnlie ; & as soone as he was once en- 
tered into his chamber of presence, his two great crosses 

♦ ^^Summarie of Chronicles;' p, 4ft4»ediu\«i\ 
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irere there attending' to be borne before him: then cried 
the grentlemeu yshers, going before him bare headed, and 
said» ' On before my Icnrds and maisters, on before, make 
waie for my lords' grace/ Thus went he downe through 
the hall, with a Serjeant of armes before him bearing a 
great mace of siluer, and two gentlemen cariengtwo 
great pillers of siluer. And when he came to the hall 
doore, there was his mule, being trapped all in crimson 
▼eluet, with a saddle of the same stuffe and gilt stirrupts. 
Then was there attending ypon him, when he was 
mounted, his two crosse-beaerrs ; and his piller-bearers 
in like case ypon great horses, trapped all in fine scar- 
let. Then marched he forward with a traine of noblemeii 
and gentlemen, hauing his footmen, foure in number 
about him, bearing ech of them a gilt poll-ax in hishands^ 
"Thus he passed foorth vntil he came to Westminster 
Hall doore, and there lighted, and after went Tp after 
tills inaner into the Chancerie, or into the Starre-cham- 
ber: howbeit, most commonlie he would go on the right 
hand, and tiiere commune sometime with the iudg^s, and 
some time with other persons ; and that doone, he would 
repaire into the Chanoerie, and sitting there vntill eleren 
of the elocke, hearing of sutes, and determining of other 
patters, from thence he would diuers times go into the 
jStarre-chamber, as occasion serued. There he neither 
spared high nor low, but iudged euerrie state according 
to his merits and deserts/'* 

Serjeant's inn^ fleet street* 
This Inn derives its appellation from having^ in 
JTonner ages^ been the residence, or lodgings, of the 
Serjeants-at-Law ; who had^ likewise, two otheir 

• '^Cbroniclea of Ei^land/'. vol. in. p. 1«a-. etf\XA^*- 
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plboei ol residence disthigiifsiied by tlie Haie )kmae$ 
Ti2. In GbAOcery lAti^ and id Holb<»ii^ iMAtly oppH 
*ite to St. AiHlrcw's Churcb.-— It appears to baVfc beM 
gtren, in reversion, to the Dean and Chapter of YorK 
Cathedra], in the lOth year of King Henry the fVth» 
by Henry Maopas and Thomas Maxey, Clerks^ foi^ 
pious uses ) and in the laqiusition, and also in the 
licence of alienation, it is described as one messaage, 
and five shops, with soUara bailt •vet tfaaoi, aad. their 
appurfemiAces:, ih the Pari^ of 6t. Dnnistali In the 
West^ iia the suburb of Landak. At what pcrtitdlat 
pet\^ thM estate first beeame inhabited liy the Ser«» 
}eant8-at*Law is trnknowo, but it nrasC have been 
prior to the 2 1st of Henry the VH. (anno I442)« U 
it was then demised on lease for eighty years, at ten 
marks per anniun, by the Dean and Chapter of Vork 
to William AniiQus, or Antrobus., citizen aad taylorj 
Bfider tba desf riptioa of '^ unam messuagiom com gar"* 
di«» ia parochia 8ti* Dnastani id Fket Street, kc. 
qvni maper faiS Johannb Rote^ & ia ^ao Johimae 
EHevker ft alU $€tvUnteB ad legem ffirper inhafefta-* 
Jrunt.*** In the i5th of Henry the Vllth, H Wat 
again demised by the Dean and Chapter to Sir Lewh 
Pollard, Knt. Justice of the Common Pleas, Robt. 
Norwich, and Thos. Inglefield, King*s Serjeants, and 



• Vide, Dugdale'fl " Origines Juridicialea," p. 826. Pen.- 

nant erroneously applies the above passage to Serjeant's lao, 

in Chancery Lane. The Antrobus mentioned abore is ■up<« 

posed to have been a Steward to the Seijeants-at*LAW, and to 

/jare hlmtelf dwelt in the Ina. 
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olljers for thirty-one years, at a half-yearly Fcut of 
fifty-three shillings.' 

The proceedt of this fnn, (or part lUereofJ were 
appropriated to support the Chantry of St Agatha, 
St. Lucy, and St, Scholastica^ id York Cathedral j m 
consequence of which, it was seized by the crown, on 
the disfiolotion of the Chantries, and Edw^ard the 
Vlth, in his 3d year, granted it to Sir Edw. Mortta- 
gue, Knt. Chief Justice of the Common Pleas^ and 
John Champenet ; but it was afterwards recovered 
by the Dean and Chapter in a suit at law. 

The following particnlara concerning this Inn were 
extracted from a small octavo manuscript in the 
hand-p writing of Archhishop Sancroft, now preserved 
in the fjibrary of Emaniiel Collfge, at Cambridge. 
Saner oft waa made Dean of York in 1663, bnt in les$ 
than a twelvemonth afterwards he was promoted to 
the Deanery of St. Paul's, 

•• 1st. T!ie Lease was granted tm a mistaken suffgcs- 
fIoi> that my Lonl of Mite had before led u& the way in 
his example. 

*'2d. Our Brethren thjifc granted it were willing to shew 
aft honbie a respect as any to that venerable Society ; 
but we all hope use will not he made of that to the Church 
and our great prejudice. 

•*3d. We had a pTomise made us, of which we desire 
performance. 1. That S. W. Humble should have his 
Light free. If that be equal (w^ lis not) to the reserved 
Rent, yet tis mticb sbort of the value. — 2. That we 
should be aecured frt»m the PurchaserT by giving him 
satiRfaction, or rather, according to the— Lra by obt^a^ 
ing their conseBt before the Bealing of tAic l^e^.^^. 
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<<4th. For the Rent, *Tis in arrear. It was anciently,- 
(1600,) 538. for each half-year. In Dean Scots time» I 
think, brought down to'4. 16: 8 the whole jear, and i^ow 
tig endeavoured to sink it jet lower, 53s for the whole 
year, with a strange unusuall general clause. 

" 1608. Half-year's rent, for Serjeant's Inn, 1. 13. 4, 
For the Porter's Lodge 15s. which rent continued to 
the Distraction. Tis worth, (they isay 601. per ann. I 
think) lOOl. Cole gave for the purchase 8401. would giv6 
lOOOl. Mr. Humble pays the Inue Si. per annum for 
opening his jett window into their yard. — ^Fitt in renew-» 
ing the Lease to reserve our tenants rights. One Ridley 
and his son purchased it o£ the late Trustees of Cole, 
Bookseller, at the Printing-Press in the Old Exchange 
Buildings.* He hath a copy of a Judgment- and reco^ 
very of the Inne, &c. in the Court of Common Pleas, 
the pretence that they belonged to a Chantry, not to the 
Church only. We paid 81. per ann. to a Chantry out of 
some of those Tenements." 

. In the Great Fire of 1666, the old Inn was wholly 
consumed, but a new lease having been granted, in 
] 670, to the Judges and Serjeauts-at-Law, the ledr 
isees rebuilt the Inn in a more nnifomi style, inchiding 
a chapel, hall, and kitchen, and it continued in their 
occapation nntil the year J 730. Shortly afterwards 
the whole .was taken down, and the present respecta- 
ble pile of buildings, which includes a. small quadran- 
gular court, was erected in its stead. On the east 
side is a handsome stone- fronted maQsion, standing 



♦ One Peter Cole was a Printer, in London, during the time 
of the Civil Wars. 
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on the site of the old ball and chapel, which was 
erected at the expense of the Amicable Assurance 
Society, and forms their present Office. That Society* 
was incorporated by Qaeen Anne^ in 1706. 

SERJEANTS* INN» CHANCERY LANE. 

This Inn consists of two small courtSj surrounded 
by irregnlar brick buildings^ and having a communis 
cation eastward with Clifford's Inn. These premises^ 
which have been the property of the See of Ely from 
a very remote period^ were in the 17th of Richard the 
lid, demised to a Clerk of the Chancery Courts under 
the description of ''Tenementum domioi Johannis. 
Skarle.**— -In Henry the I Vth*s reign^ this was called 
"Hospicium nuper Faryndon's in Chancellors Lane,'^ 
and Faryndojfs Inn.. In the same reign it appears fp 
iiave become a residence of the Judges and SeijeantST 
at-ljawy and in 1430 it was decribed as ** Hospicium 
ilusticiariorum.*' On a renewal of the . lease to Sir 
I'bos. Grey, Knt.in 1484, it was called '^Hospiciupi 
vocatum Serjeant*s Inn j" and by that appellation i^ 
has ever since b^n distinguished. It is still occupied 
as in former times, all the twelve Judges^ and many 
of the Serjeants-at-Law still having chambers here^ 
whilst on the contrary, Serjeanta' Inn in Fleet Street 
has but one Serjeant now residing in it.—- In the win* 
dows of the Hall, are the armorial beariug8> &c. of the 
most eminent of those who have been members of this 
Inn. The Chapel is small and neat, but it possecses 
nothing to ^ve interest to curiosity. 
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scBoof r's tUff, mohB€im^4 
. Besides ihe two Idds jast described, tbe Serjeants* 
»t-Law had aocieQtly & thifdj nearly eppoeite to St. 
Andrew's Chiircb> in Halborn« on the site of what was 
formerly Scroopes Court, but is now the lower end of 
Union Court.* — In Richard tbe Illds reign, it was 
denominated *' Mansio domini Scroope de BoIt04 
modp vocata le Serjeants' ^Piace f*f but it bad pre- 
viously been called ' Scroope*s Inrti as appeari from 
Stow, who states that he had lound the same so re- 
cordckl in the36fh of Henry the Vlth.j: He mentionsj 
ft as one of the '' faire building^/* which stood on the 
i^oiDli side of Otdbome Hill, above the bridge, ft was 
{)robabIy deserted by the Serjeants soon after the re- 
newal of their lease ofSerJeants*' Inn, Chancery Lane, 
ill 1484 ; — as, by an Inquisition tatcen at Guildhall m 
the I4th of Henry the Vlfth, the •' house or tene- 
ment hte called Serjeants* Inn,^ together with two 
gardens and two cottages thereto belonging, was found 
to have been the property of the then recently-de- 
ceased Sir John Scroope, Knt Lord Scroope of Bol- 
ton, to whom the pt'emises had been conveyed in the 
9th of the same reign, by Sir Guy Fairfax, Knt. one 
of the Justices of the King's Bench. Every trace of 
the old mansion has long ago vanished. 



^ VnigH Coort was built abont George the latfs re^ii, and 
•Q called from its Hien fiist opeaio; a eoAmunicatio& be« 
tween Holborn and Charles Street. 

f Vide Bailiff's '* AccounU of the Bishopric of El;/' 
anno 1640. 

/ *^Surre/ of London," p. 720: edU. U\%. 



LOKD6N MARTS FOR FBMALB '^BBATXftT/* tN QUEEN 
atllABBTB*8 BEIGN. 

In NidioUu Breton^s very ctuions poem, intitoled 
'' a Floorish upon Fancie^** (published la 1582^ by 
Richarde Uumea^ ' dwelling at the eigne of the Rose 
and Crowne, neere Holborne Bridge') in The Forte of 
Fancie, are Bjrrerai passages giving an insi^^ into the 
more fashionable resorts for female decorations and at- 
tirej which in the poetical language of that age were 
called ' bravery.' The Poet, in his comparative illus- 
trations, makes a kind of Tour through th^ capital, 
as will b^ seen from the ensuiog extracts .-^Fancy's 
' Warirobti he assimilates to fPailing Street, and 
doubtless, with toUraUe acccoracy, as we know from 
Stow, that it was inbabiiad by *^ wealthy Drapers/* 
and from otheR adHmzCies, thnt it was i( mart for 
apparel of all kinds. Of her ' Qallm^ he speaks 
thus :— 

" The Entrie, first before 
'. ' y«w come into the Hall* 
Is set oot gallanUy witli toyes* 
and that of cost not small .^- 

•* About tlie Entrie-walics 

4so han^ ddrises straung^ ; 
And, by the hrmerie of the saaie, 

much like the Low Exchange. 

" From Entrie then pou eome 
straightway u^to tlie HtU, 
.And that with maoie jewels nche 
is hanged roim^YfiitalX. 
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<*Ther.ooineitseIfe islon^, : 

and therewith somewhat wide ; 

And for the fashion, in my minde, 
not much unlike Cheapside. 

* * There hang" gpreat store of gfaudes ; 

of which the usher straight 
Dooth offer to dame Fancies* eye, 

and therfore there doth wait. 

" Chaines, jewels, cups, and pots ; 

pearles, precious stones, and rings ; 
Fine whistels, corals, buttons, beads, 

and such like costly things. 

* ** Fine brooches for your hat, 

fine aglets for your cap. 
Fine tablets for a gallant dame 
to hang before her lap. 

«* These things with many mo, 

in this same Oheapside hall. 
Hath Vaine Delight, to please Fancie 

his mistris minde withall."— 

Fancy's ' Librarie* is next portrayed^ wherein is 
^her * Counting house^* with the description of which> 
as it brings us to the Exchange, this artide'will con- 
clude. 

** But stire her Counting-house 

of all that ere I see, 
Is built as like to Povlea church ymrie 

aseFerit-may be. 
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« For choice of gallant stuffe, 

and fine devises strainge. 
No place so like, that ere I see, 

as is the High Exchange. 

•* Such purses, gloves, and pointes, 

of cost and fashion rare ; 
Such cutworks, partlets,* sutes of lawne, 

bongraces, and such ware, 

•* Such gorgets, sleeves, and ruffes, 

Ihiings for gownes, and calles ; 
CoifTes, crippins, comets,t *bilameut8, 

muske boxes and sweet balles : 

«* Pincases, Picktoothes, beardc brushes, 

comes, needels, glasses, belles. 
And manic such like toies as these 

that Gain to iFancie seU. 

ST. GEOROE*8 FIELDS — A FATAL STORM. 

The followiDg singular accident is recorded in Ar- 
.Bold*s " Chronicle" to have happened in St. George's 
Fteldsj in the 3d year of Henry the Vlllth, anno 1515 

• *• On Relyk Sonday, in the aftyr none, was a grete 
thondre and tempest, wherin a norse [nurse] with a chylde 

♦ According to Bailey, in his octavo Dictionary, PartU'U 
'were ruffs for females; but in his folio volume, referring to 
the Old Statutes, he callsaPartlef the loose collar of a dou- 
blet ; to be set on or taken off at pleasure." Minsheu says, 
•they were AecA«cAie/y, so named from the French word Por^ 
telet, 

. t A Cornet, or more properly CorneUe, would seem to be 
•a sort o! homed cap. Boy ex calls it ' a Tromaii" a \i<&^^-^<^\ ^ ^ 
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in her lappe, ryclyBg« ob aluirse in 8a3ait G^oigy^ Felde 
was slayne, and the hone swellyd with the heyt of the 
wylde fyre, as grete as tibe skynne myght holde ; and the 
norse beyngf with chylde, aityr she was dede v, owren* 
the chylde was cut out of hjer bely, and w^s crystenyd, 
and lyued aftyr ii. owres," 

PORTRAITS or QUBKN ELIJSABJETII, 

It IS well known that Qoeen Elizabeth was exceed- 
ingly particular in regard to personal ligare^ and that 
with all her superior manliness of character, she was 
animatc^d by her foil share of female vani^. This 
trait of her dispo«iti<m wiU Ue aptly illustrated by^ re- 
ferring to a Proclai^ation re^specting her Portraitures 
which was issued in the year 1563^ and a copy of 
which id here given from the original draught in the 
hand-writing of Secretary Cecil, afterwards Lord 
Burghley, now preserved amongst his papers in the 
State-Paper OflSce. 

** Forasmuch as thrugh the natural desire that all sorts 
of subjects and people, both noble and mean, have to 
procure the Portrait and Picture of the Queen's Majestie, 
great number of Paynters, and some Printers and Gra- 
vers have allredy and doe dayly attempt to make in divers 
manners Portraictnrea of her Majestic in paynting, gra- 
ving, and pryntyng, wherein is evidently shewn that hy- 
therto none hath sufficiently expressed the naturall re- 
presentation of hir Majesties person, favor, or grace, but 
for the most part have also erred therein, as Uiereof dayly 
cotnplaynts are made amongst hir Majesties loving sub- 
jects, in so much that for redress hereof hir Majestie 
hath lately bene so instantly and so importunately sued 
vnto hj the Lords of Uir Consell And others of hir lujttt- 
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litj, in mpectef 4he gret disorder herein used* not ooelf 
to be cuatent tlist some spe ciall cunin|f Paynter nuglit be 
permitted bj access to hir Majestic to take the naturall 
representation of hir Majestic, whereof she hath bene 
allwise of hir own right disposition very unwillyng, but 
also to prohibit all manner of other persons to draw» 
punt, ^rare, or pourtrayit her Majesties personage or vi« 
sage for a time, untill bj some perfect patron and exam« 
pie tl» same may be by others followed. 

** 2*Aer/brhir Majestic being herein as it were overcome 
withihe eontynnall requests of so many of hir Nobility 
and Lords, whom she cannot well deny, is pleased thai 
fyr Mr contentations, some conyng Perseo mete therer 
for, shall shortly make a Pcurtraiet of hir person or vi- 
sage to be participated to others for satisfaction of hir 
loving subjects, and fardermore commandeth all manner 
of persons in the mean tyme to forbear from payntyng, 
jrf«ving, printing, or making of any portraict of hir Ma- 
jestie, until some spedall Person that shall be by ht^ 
alloved shall have first finished ^ Pourtraictur^ thereof, 
«|tQr whieh fymished, hir Majestic will beeontent ikut 
■IL (otjier painters, printer?, or gravers, that shall he 
JnowP TBiien of understanding, and w th«r«tp licensed by 
the hMi officers of the plaices where they shajl dw^ll <af 
l-eatfom it is that every person should not without consi- 
deration attempt the same), shall and maye at their 
pleasures follow the sayd patron or first portraicture. 
And for that hir Majestic perceireth that a grete nomher 
of hir loving subjects are much greved and take great 
offence with the errors and deformities already committed 
by sondry persons in this behalf, She straightly chargeth 
all hir officers and ministers to see to the due observation 
hereof, and as soon as may be to reform the evroic^ s^xesk^ 
djr committed, and in the mean tyme to iotV^^i.^ *ftJ^ 
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prohibit the shewing' or publication of such as are ap- 
parently deformed, until they may be reformed which 
are reasonable." 

BLACKFBIAR8* — BISHOP THIRLBY. SfiOEMAKEBS* 

OB CORDWAINERS* HALL. 

. Bishop I'hirlby, or Thirleby, wlio was the only 
hi^hoi^ ot IVestminster that ever ivas appointed^ waa 
at some period a resident within the precincts of 
Blackfriars ; as appears from a Letter in the Lans- 
dowbe Collection^ written to the great Lord Burgh- 
ley, (when an invalid at Buxton^ in the year 1577 J' 
by Fleetwood, or as he subscribes himself, Fteete-^ 
woode, the celebrated Recorder of London. The Letter 
is dated from Bacon House, Foster Lane* on " this 
first Sunday after Michaelmas.'* — Among a variety 
of miscellaneous information, he says,— ^^ Kathtryn 
Cams, the late Justice wiffe, my Countrywoman, w^ 
all her pryde and popery is this week gone (as I 
trust) to God. She died in Bishop Thirlbys cham^ 
her, in Mr. Blackweirs house, in the Black ffry- 
ars.'* — Thirleby died on the 22d of August, 1570, 
and was interred at Lambeth ; having previously^ 
according to Bishop Godwin, been upwards often years 
imprisoned in Lambeth Palace, for refusing to take 
the oath of supremacy on the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth. He had been committed to the custody of 
Archbishop Parker, who treated him with much 
kindness, (more as " a guest than a prisoner,") and 
it was, perhaps, under his connivance, that he was 
occas'ionaWy permitted to lodge within the verge of 
t/ie City. 
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lo luiother Letter to Lord Burghley; bearing date 
on the 30tli of July^ 1577, Fleetwood tells him, that 
at the Mercers* Feast^ on the preceding day^ the 
Master of the Rolls, Sir Thomas Gresham^ Sir WiU 
liam DamseU, and Mr. Sackford, had drank a '' Bowl 
of Rhenish wyne to his Lordship's health, and thoi 
Recorder pieced them.'* 

In the same Letter he mentions the great sickness 
which arose at the gaol delivery at Oxford, and caused 
the deaths of many. He likewise notices the first 
opening of the Shoemakers* new Hall, in these words. 
«-<•<' Vpon Tuesday we had little or no busines, saving 
that the Shomakers of London, having builded a faire 
and a newe Hall, made a royall feast for theire frends^ 
w**. they call theire howse warming."* 

CORDWAINERS* OR SHOEMAKERS* HALL, 

Is situated on the north side of Great Distaff Lane, 
which, according to Stow, was anciently called Distar 
Lane, '^ as mentioned in a record concerning a brew- 
honse*' there. This is a small stone-fronted edifice, 
and not unhandsome^ bat from the confined situation, 
the entrance is placed on the west side : in the pedi« 
mcnt is a sculpture of the Cordwainers' Arms.t This 
is the third Hall which has occupied this spot 3 that 
mentioned by Fleetwood was destroyed in the Great 
Fire : the present building was erected from the de- 
signs of Sylvanus Hall, architect, in the year 1788. 

* Lansdowne MSS. No. 24, 79; in the British Museum, 
t These are. Azure, a cheveron, Gules, b^l^Jewi Ocffftfe 
goata* beads, erased. Proper, 
VOL, in, jp 
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It contains a handsome hall and ball-rooroj of etpibl 
dimensions, viz. 60 feet in length, and 30 feet in 
height and width* Over the fire-place, in the hall, 
is a good Portrait by Sir William Beechey, of William 
Williams, Esq. who was three times Master of this 
Company : he died on the 5th of November, 1809, 
aged 87 years. At the opposite end, in a square 
niche, is a sepulchral nrn and tablet, by Nellekens, in 
commemoration of Mr. John Came, who by his wilh 
dated on the 12th of Augnst, 1782, bequeathed the 
interest of 37,2001. in the 3 per Cents, and 1001. 
per annum, short annuities, in trust, to this Company 
(but subject to annual payments to the amount of 
2051.) to be distributed yearly, in donations of 5">, 
each, to Clergymen's widows, blind persons, and th<$ 
deaf and dumb. He died on the 13th of May, 1796, 
and was buried in the Church of St. Mary-le-bow. 

The Cordwainers* Company was first incorporated 
by Henry IV. in the year 1410, under the style of the 
*^ Cordwainers and Coblers,'* the latter appellation not 
being regarded, at that period, as a term of vulgar con« 
tempt, as it now is. It seems, indeed, to have designa- 
ted both the dealer in shoes, and the shoe-maker , and 
the latter epithet was but rarely used in ancient times, 

«* Of these Cord-wayners, I reade, that since the fift 
of Richard the second, (when he tooke to wife Anne> 
daughter to Wenoeslaus, king of Bohemia) by her ex- 
ample, the Euglish people had vsed piked Shooes, tyed 
to their knees with Silken Laces^ or Chayaea of Siluer 
and Gilt : Wherefore, in the fourth of Edward the fourth 
/I was orduiaed md proclaimed, that Beakes af Shouae 
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and Bootes shoold not passe the leng^ of two ynefaest 
iipon pain of eursing bj tbe (Uerg^e, and bf Parliament, 
to pay twentie shillings for euery payre. And every 
Cord-wainer that shod any roan or woman on the Sun<* 
day, to pay thirtie shillings/'* 

. The charter and privileges of this company have 
been confirmed by Philip and Mary, Elizabeth, and 
James the First. In Elizabeth's reign great disputes 
arose between the Shoemakers of London and certain 
foreigners^ and again with the Shoemakers of West- 
minster, of which a long account is given by Str}'pe. 
This Company is governed by a master, four wardens^ 
and sixteen assistants. 

SANGUINARY PUNISHMENT OF STUBBES AND PAGE^ IN 
THE OLD MARKET-PLACE AT WESTlflNSTER. 

' tn the year 1759^ the Dake of Anjon, brother to 
Henry IIL^ King of France, came privately into 
England to pay his court to Queen Elizabeth, whos^ 
liand he had sometime been soliciting in marriage, 
ttnd whom he now secretly visited at Greenwich. 
As he was known to be a bigotted Catholic^ the na- 
tion, in general, was averse to the match ; but the 
Queen, influenced by the artful conduct of Simier, the 
Duke*s agent, went so far as to have the marriage 
treaty actually drawn up 5— although with the very 
curious reservation, in a separate article, that *' The 
Queen shall not be bound to consummate the mar- 
riage, before she and the Duke of Anjou shall tho- 
roughly satisfy one another in certain points, and 

♦ Stow'* " SurTey," p. 670. ^VV. \^V^ 
f2 



68 LONBINIANA. 

AM certify the King of France thereof within six 
weeks.*' What those certain points were> has not 
transpifed : some writers have supposed the article 
was introdaced purposely to give Elizabeth an opper* 
tunity to annul the treaty at her own pleasure. 

The Dnke's first visit was but a short one, and pre^ 
viously to his public return to England in the Novem- 
ber following^ Mr, John Stulbes, of Lincoln's Inn^ 
wrote a tract against thematch, thus intituled, ''The 
DisGOveringeof a gaping gulphe* whereinto England 
is like to be swallowed, by another French marriage, 
yf the Lord forbid not the banes, by lettinge her Ma- 
jestic see the sin and punishment thereof.'* This he 
caused to be printed by one Singleton, and had dr« 
culated, privately^ by a menial, named Robert Page. 

In histract, Stubbes characterized the Duke of An- 
jou's tRco^7zt/o visit, as ''an unmanlike, unprince*like, 
needy, French kind of wooing," and said that his fa« 
mily were fated " to resist the Gospells ^ every one after 
other, having been, as a Domitian after Nero, as a 
Trajan after Domitian, and as Juliapus after Trajan."— 
Here is therefore, he continues, "an Imp of the crown 
of France, to marye with the crowned Nymphe of 
England.' * These, and other expressions, which were 
coDstrued into an attempt to " drawe her Highness* 
good and dewtifull subjects into a suspitioij^ 
and misliking of her Majestie's actions, as though 
tbe same tended to the prejudice of the realme, and 
subversion of the state of true religion,''* led to the 

* Vide, " Older of Council concerning Stubbei' Book," 
Ij2 ^•Nugas Antiqued," VoL I. p. US. 




jmpnsoBmeiit and trial botli of Stnbbes atid Page upon 
a Statute again 9t writing and dispersing seditious 
libels made in Philip and Mary*s reign- Even that 
statute was strained to support the prosecution, and 
the offending persons were each condemned to have 
his right hand cut off in the Market-place^ at West^ 
minster. 

Before the sentence was carried into effect^ Stnbbes 
addressed the Qoeen in a rery affecting petifcionj in 
which, after solemBly attesting his unfeigned loyalty, 
aad soliciting a mitigation of her Majesty's anger, he 
concluded by requesting the * pardon of his hand :*— 

** The whiche, " he says "unksse it maie like your 
gratious Majestie, of your free mercie and accustomed 
pitfcic, to give me againe, there is nothing in me alredie 
to move youe, neither can I promisse any newe and wor- 
thye recompense of service dewe for so great a grace ; 
for alasse ! what can my poor h antic perform e ? And 
whatsoever my hearte can wishe, yonr Majestie hath 
heretofore deserved whoUie hj greater benefitts under 
your government. —This thcQ can be the onlieuse of it, 
even to bear it about with me, while I live, for an evi- 
dent gage of your prince -like, lady- like, christiaOt free 
mercie towards me, provoltjng other, as it were, by the 
ti\'elie speaking thereof, to diserve well of her by well- 
doinge, who is reddle to doe well without desert » and 
to be gratiouslie mercifyl to soe grevous an offendour.^ 
Tlie Lorde God cut off bothe their handes, and shorten 
their armes, who doe not, with all their hart, praie for 
your everkstinge lyfe in Heaven, after your godlie, 
longe, happie, honorable, helthfull, and joyfuil lyfe here 
on earth. Amen/'* 
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/ TliU sopplicatioD, forcible as it was^ had no effect^ 
and on Tuesday the 3rd of November, the sentence 
was rigorously executed. The speech of Stubbesupon 
the Scaffold, (with other attendant circa mstanceSr) 
is thus give^ in the " Nugce Antiquce,'* 

' ** What a ^rieifeit is to thehodie to lose one ofhis mem- 
bers you all knowe. I ame come hither to receive mj 
punishment, according to the lawe. I ame sorie for the 
losse of my haund, and more sorie to lose it by judge- 
ment; but most of all with her Majestie*s indignatioil 
and e veil opinion* whome I have soe highlie displeased. 
Before I was condempned, I might speak for my inno- 
cencie ; but nowe my mouth is stopped by judgment, to 
the whichi submitte myselffe, and ame contente patientlie 
to endure whatsoever it pleaseth God of his secrett pro- 
vidence, to laie upon me, and take it justlie deserved for 
my sinnes ; and I pray God it male be an example to 
youe all, that itbeinge so daungerous to offend the lawes, 
without an evell meaninge, as breedeth the losse of a 
haupd, youe maie use your haunds holylye, and praie to 
Godforthelonge preservation of her Majestic over youe, 
whome God hath used as an instrument for a longe peace 
and many blessings over us ; and speciallie for his Gos- 
pcU, whearby shee hathe made a waie for us to rest and 
quietnes of our consciences. For the French I force not ; 
but my greatest grieffe is, in soe many weekes and dales 
imprisonment, her Majestie hath not once thought me 
worthie of her mercie, which she hath often times ex- 
tended to divers persons in greater offences. For my 
haund, I esteem it not soe mutch, for I thinke I colde 
have saved it, and might do yet ; but I will not have a 
guiltlesse harte, and an infamous haund. I praie youe 
all to praie with me, that God will strengthen me to en- 
i/ure and abide the paine wluchl ame to awttte,aM%Ta.\int 
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dnvc «■▼ yait«f BT^Mlie aa4 aftctiHi toward Ikt 
M^at^lMM WnneJvhcBMeBUTi^Ma^rUiMdeur 
opncd, it if mmtataim kovr t^ Bik be stajed, and 
wlutwflbetfceeTafttkanirr— Tia. «« kMcfia^ «« lib 
Ineei,* ht sad,— ^I besedtf jooe all to pfaje for ae, 
tiiaftitviaide]deaaeGodtoforsiTeaeaijsiwM»; aadi 
crxwe pardoB of all Ibe worUe, and frecfie forgiTC eve- 
nt one Oat hafl^ offended me ; and soe wi A mcrcie to 
deale witk me, that vfaetker I fire or die, I ma j fire or 
die lus servannt. Mj naisters, if dxre be anj umn^^ 
jooe that dee lofe me, if roar lote be not in God and 
her M^ettie, I ntterfie denie roar lorer — ^Tbe hannd re- 
idie on Oe block to be stricken off, be said <^n to the 
Jieople, ''Praje for me, nove mr cafauBitie is at bande,'* 
and soe, witb these wordes, it was smitten of, whereat 
hetowndcd.** 

Camdea^ who was a spectator of this scene, informs 
us of some additional facts in his History of Elixa« 
jieth'sReign. *'! remember^**hesUte8,'* being present, 
that Stobbs^ after his right hand was cot off^ polled 
off hit hat with his left, and said with a load voice, 
God save the Queeru But the muldtode standing 
.abont was deeply silent ; either oot of an horroor at 
this new and nnwonted kind of ponisbment, or else 
■oot of commiseration towards the man^ as being of 
an honest and onblameable repute 1 or else oat of ha* 
ired of the marriage, which most men presaged would 
be the overthrow of religion." The words and cou- 
duct of Page, upon the Scaffold, were as follow :— 

•* I ame come hither to receive the lawe accordingr to 
my judgment, and thanke God of 3lU •, Wi^ ^l V)na\ n^% 
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God to witnes, that knoweth the hartes of aU men, that, 
as I ame sorie I have offended her Majestie, so did I 
never mene harme to her Highness' person, crowne, or 
dignitie ; but have bene as trewe a subject as any was in 
Englande, to my abilitie, except none :** (and holdinge 
up his right haund, he said) <* This haund did I put to the 
ploughe, and got my Kving by it many yeres. . : If it 
wolde have pleased her Highness to have pardoned it* 
and to have taken my lefte haund, or my lif^, abjem. had 
delte more favourable with me, for nowe I have no 
meanes to live ; but God, which is the father of lu all* 
will provide for me. I beseche youe all to praie for me» 
that I male take this punishment patientHe/* Aad so^ 
he layd his haund upon the block, and prayed the execiu 
tioner quicklie to dispatch hime ; and so at ij bloves his 
haund was smitten, off. So, lifting up the siompe, he sittd 
to the people "I have lefte there a trewe Englyshman*s 
haund/* And so went from the scaffolde very stoutlie, and 
with great couradge." 

The instruments employed in these croel inflic- 
tions, were a butcher's cleaver and a mallet. Stubbes 
was regarded to be a Puritan : his sister was m&rried 
to Thomas Cartwrighi, who is styled the ** father of 
the Puritans." Some cnrions particulars concerning 
the latter, may be seen in Pavle's *' Life of Archbishop 
Whitgift," who, after much forbearance, found it ne- 
cessary, when Vice Gliancellor of Cambridge, to eiqpel 
Cartwright both from his College, and from the Lady 
Margaret's Professorship. 

THE ROYAL EXCHANGE, CORNBILL. 

This edifice, which has no parallel in Europe in 
poiDt of commercial magnificence, is sitpated on the 
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north side of Comhill, wLence it extends southward 
to Threadoeedle Street, and on the east and west ioto 
Sweetings Alley and Castle Alley. Here tlie mer- 
cTiaots of Loudon hold their daily meetings;! and 
transact business not only among thenas elves, but 
also with merchants and agents from every country 
in the civili^ied world- 

This strncture owes its origin to the mnnificence of 
Sir Thomas Gresham,Knt, ; but the City moat liberally 
co-operated with him at the very outset, by porch as* 
inglhe ground, and ckariog away the buildings which 
stood upon it, at an expense of upwards of 4000L 
Prior to its foundation the Merchants were accus- 
tomed to assemble in the open air, in Lombard Street, 
whiere they long continued to be exposed to numerous 
inconveniencies. Different schemes had beea sug- 
gested to remedy those evils^ but the first serious 
attempt to remove them wm made by Sir Richard 
Gresham, Knt., *' the King's Merchant,** Sir Thomas's 
father, in 1531, in which year he was Sheriff of Lon- 
don. His exertions, however^ were not successful, 
although he interested the King, Henry VIIL, suM- 
ciently to induce him^ three years after wards> la 
send letters to the City, directing the building of a 
Burse at LeadenhalL^^ — This proves the in accuracy of 
Pennant, who states ,that the *' original hint" of the 
Exchange was given to Sir Thomas Greshamj by a 
Welshman, named Richard Chugh^vSterwoitl^ knight- 
ed, who was originally his aervaot, and for his merit 
and industry was advanced by Sir Thomas j in t561. 
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'^ to be his correspondent and agent in the then em« 
porinm of the world, Antwerpy* 

In the year 1564, Sir Thomas Gresham, who very 
laudably persevered in his father*s design, proposed 
to the Corporation " That, if the City would give 
bim a piece of ground in a commodious spot, he 
would erect an Exchange at his own expense, with 
large and covered walks, wherein the merchants and 
traders might daily assemble and transact business in 
all seasons, without interruption from the weather or 
impediments of any kind.'* This offer was accepted, 
and in 1566, eighty dwellings, or * kousholds/ form- 
ing a part of Cornhill, together with three allies 
named Swan Alley, New Alley, and St. Christopher's 
Alley, were purchased by the City, and pulled down 
to make room for the intended building. — ^The fol- 
lowing particulars relating to the spot thus cleared, 
were copied from the archives of the Corporation. 



♦ ' London," p. 446. Pennant further states, that " Clough 
ivTOte to his master to blame the City of London for neglecting 
so necessary a thing ; bluntly telling, that they studied nothing 
felse but their own private profit ; that they were content to 
walkabout in the rain, more like pedlars than merchants; and 
that there was no kind of people but had their place to trans- 
act business in, in other countries." — All this is, most pro- 
bably, correct, Strype having given the original extract from 
Clough's Letter, but iu regard to the original hint, there is 
nothing due to Clough, and the " pride of his country,* 
(Wales) as Pennant uses the phrase, must, in regard to the 
Exchange, still labour under the suppression which he 
deprecates. 



*' Th« limitts of the gfrounde taken in for the sojle of 
the Burse entended and the out-Buildingfs thereof brought^ 
in their severall parrysshes as heretofore the same did 
belonge. 

" The Parrishe of St. Michaells in CornekiU.-^Ths 
length of the soyle of that parryshe on the streate syde 
from the halfe or chaunell of the late Alley called Swann 
Alley on the East parte unto the furthermost of the late 
Alley called Newe Alley on the west pte conteyneth 
feetc of assize cxv foote. 

** The breadth from the late Swanne Alley abuttinge 
on the streate on the south pte unto the grounde late 
Richarde Springhams on the north pte conteyneth th^ 
feete of assize cviij. foote. 

** And the breadth from the streate of the late Newe 
Alley gate on the sowthe pte unto the groundes late of 
Christs Churche in Canterbury on the Northe parte con- 
teyneth Ixij . foote of assize . 

" The Parrish of St. Christopher. ^The lengthe of 
the soyle of that prishe on the streate syde of Cornehill 
from the late Newe Alley gate on the East pte unto the 
howse late John Jaques on the West pte conteyneth xlvj 
foote Si vj foote of assize. 

" The breadth from the saide streate on the sowth p^ 
unto the howse wherein one Hofther late dwelled & the 
Iffounde late of Christs Church in Canterbury on the 
northe pte conteyneth Ixxiij. foote & vj inches of assize. 

** The Parrish of St. BaHhelmew the little in the 
warde ofBroade Streate. — The lengthe of that parishe 
on the streate side from the howse wherein Thomas Bate 
dwelleth on the East pte unto the howse late of John 
Jaques on the West parte conteyneth clxxxxviij foote, & 
vj inches of assize. 

'' The breadthe from the streeteonlYift ik^tCcA'^'^ <^ 
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the sude Bates his howse unto the g^roundes late John 
Traves on the Sowth pte contejneth iiijxxx foote of 



** The hreadth at Jaques his howse from the streete 
syde on the northe pte unto the grounds late Walter 
Meares and Wilhn Sollams on the Sowth pte eontejneth 
Izxvj foote of assize. 

** The lengthe of the sale of the intended Burse and 
buildings thereof in Comehill side from East to West 
conteyneth clxj foote vj ynches of assize large measure. 

<'The lengfthe on the streate side caUed Broid Streate 
east and west cimteyneth clxxxxviij foote vj inches of 
assize. 

** The breadth beginning^e at the late Swan Alley on 
the streate side of Comehill, unto the streate called 
Broad Streate, south and north, conteyneth clxxxxviij 
foote of assize. 

** The breadthe of the late Newe Alley gfate on the 
streete of Comehill, unto the streate called Broad streete 
south and north, conteyneth cxlix foote, vj inches of 
assize. 

" Willm Garret, Willm Chester, Thomas Rowe, 
Lyonell Duckett, John Ryvers, Aldermen: Thomas 
Bannester, Comon. 

** Examined by me John Benson dark to Mr. Robert 
Brandon Chamberlein of London ag^eeinge w*^. a booke 
remayninge in the Chamber of London." 

After the ground had been formally delivered to 
him by certain Aldermen^ " in the name of the whole 
Citizens/' Sir Thomas^ on the Ilth of June^ in the 
year 1566, laid the foundation stone of the new 
Burse -, and the work was carried on so diligently^ that 
the roof was raised and covered in with slate, by 
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November, 1567j8ooo after which the bnildiDg ''was 
Mij finished." About three years afterwards, (Ja« 
naary the 23rd^ 1570-71), Queen Elizabeth, after 
dining with many of her Nobility, at Snr Thomas 
Gresharo^s house in Broad Street, proceeded throngli 
Comhill to the Burse, and ''after she had Tiewed erery 
part thereof above the ground, especially the Paumti 
which was ndilie furnished with all sortes of the 
finest wares ip the City ; she caused the same Burse 
by an Herralde and a Trompet, to bee proclaimed the 
Roy all Exchange; and so to be called from thenceforth# 
and not otherwise."* Among the tenants of the shops; 

• "Survey of London,'* p. 181. edit. 1598.— The haste 
in which the Edifice had heen built, seems to have been in^ 
imical to its dae stability, for the Ward-Book of Comhill, 
under so early a date as 1581, contains the copy of a ' Sup^ 
fikaJtkmf presented by the Wardmote Inquest to the Lotd 
Mayor and Aldermen, requiring them ** to take speedy orders,*' 
for " repayring the upper pts. or arches of the Koyall Ex- 
change, being on the s^. weste and south pts. thereof, with'', 
the said warde, whereunto the Merchaunts do comenly re- 
sorte, have accesse, and do walke, being the charge of repa- 
7ons on pte of the Lady Gresham to be done, [which] hath 
byn, and is greatly defective, and very perilous td the walk- 
ers thereunder; in such as the mayne freestones of the arch^ 
thereof, have fallen, and a great p'. of the same arches are 
reddv to fall, to the great danger of the lives of persons yonge 
and olde, daily walking thereunder, and resortinge to the 
same Exchange.'' In 1602, the south wall was presented "td 
be crazie and ruinous ; and the continual need which the 
whole building had of reparations, is proved by other passa* 
^es in the same Book.^Another entry in the Ward-Book, 
under the year 1594, gives some infocmatioix aa Vo Vel^tssa!^ 
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as enumerated by Howe^ in his continuation of StowV 
Annals^ were Haberdashers, Armourers^ Apotheca- 
ries, Booksellers, Goldsmiths, and Glass-sellers. At 
first. Sir Thomas let the shops and the yaults together^ 
tic eight marks per annnm, but by a snbseqaent agree- 
ment each tenant paid him four pounds yearly for a 
shop only, and the Yanlts were rented for the stow- 
age of boxes, bales, pepper, and other articles.** 

Sir Thomas Gresham died on Ithe 21st of Novem- 
ber, 1579. By his last will, bearing date the 20th 
of May, 1574, he bequeathed <*the building called 
the Royal Exchange, with all the pawns and shops^ 
cellars, vaults, messuages, tenements, and other he- 
reditaments, parcell, or ad)oining to the same,'* after 
the determination of the particular uses, estates, and 
interest for life, and intail thereof, upon the Lady 

aer in which the vaults were appropriated i it runs thqs ;— 
** Presented. Will". Grimbel, for keping typlinge in th« 
vaults under the Exchange, and for broyliug of herringet^ 
$proUt, and bacon, and other thinges, in the same vauU* 
■oisome to the m*'"'**"*' and others resortinge to the Ex- 
change." 

♦ Whether the terms'npon which the premises were ori- 
ginally let were thought too expen8ive,or from whatever other 
cause, it appears that two days before the promised visit oi 
the Queen, so many of the shops remained unoccupied, thai 
Sir Thomas found it necessary to go round among the shop- 
keepers and intreat them 'Uo furnish and adorne, with wares 
and wax-lights, as many shoppes as they either coulde, or 
woulde, and they should have all those so furnished, rent 
free for that year.*'— There are views of the Royal E^change> 
at originally built, by Holkur. 
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Anne^ his wife, "jointly, for ever, to the Corporation 
of London, and the Company of Mercers 5** upon trust, 
that the Citizens out of their moiety should pay sala* 
Ties of 501. per annum each to four Professors, who 
should read public Lectures, gratuitously, on Divinity, 
Astronomy, Geometry, and Music, at his mansion- 
house between Bishopsgate Street and Broad Street; 
afterwards called Gresham College; 61. ISs. 4d. per 
annum each, to eight alms-people, living behind the 
said mansion *, and 101. annually, to each of the Pri« 
sons of Newgate, Ludgate, the Marshalsea, King*i 
Bench, and Wood-Street Compter : — and that the 
Mercers, out of their moiety, should pay annual sala- 
ries of 501. each, to three persons, who should read 
Lectures on Law, Physic, and Rhetoric, at his man- 
sion-house ; 1 001. per annum for four dinners, quar« 
terly, at their own Hall, for the entertainment of their 
whole Company; and lOl. yearly to Chriat's, St. 
Bartholomew's, St. Thomas's and Bethlem Hospi- 
tals, the Spital, and the Poultry Compter. — ^Ladj 
Gresham continued to receive the emoluments arising 
from the Royal Exchange in rents, fines, &c. until 
her decease in 1596, before which time they amount* 
ed to 7511. 5s. per annum. 

The fabric erected by Gresham was almost entirely 
destroyed in the tremendous conflagration of 1666. 
"No stately building was so great,** says an eye- 
witness of that calamity, (Vincent, in his " God's 
Terrible Voice in the City,") as to " resist the fury of 
the flames. — " The Royal Exchange itself," he contl- 
»ues, '• the glory of merchaots, is uoYr \\v^^^^^^^2ft^ 
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much violence : when the Fire was entered^ how Quickly 
did it run round the galleries, fiUing them with flames : 
then descendiog the stairs, compasseth the walks, 
giving forth flaming Tollies, and filling the conrt with 
sheets of fire : by and by, the Kings fell aU down 
upon theur faces, and the greatest part of the bailding 
after them, (the Founders Statue only remaining) 
with snch a noise as was dreadful and astonishing/' 
The Rev. Samuel RoUe, another spectator of the 
Great Fire, gives the following carious account of this 
edifice, in his '* Meditations on the Burning of Lon-« 
don." 

«'What a princely foundation was that Royal Ex- 
change ! and of how great use ? Was not that the ceu"* 
tre in which those lines met that were drawn from all 
parts of Europe ? rich Merchants, I mean, and other 
eminent tradesmen, and great dealers, not only English, 
but Spanish, French, Dutch, Portugueze, Danes, 
Swedes ! Was not the place a little epitome, or rather 
Representative of all Europe (if not of the greatest part 
of the trading World) renewed every day at such a time, 
and for so many hours ? As London was the glory of 
England, so was the Royal Exchange one of the great- 
est glories and ornaments of London. There were the 
statues of the Kings and Queens of England set up, as 
in the most conspicuous and honourable place ; as well 
receiving lustre from the place where they stood, as giv- 
ing lustre to it. 

*' How full of riches was that Royal Exchange ! Rich 
men in the midst of it, rich goods hoth above and be- 
neath ! There men walk'd upon the top of a wealthy 
niiue ; considering what Eastern Treasures, costly spi- 
€es, and such like things, were laid w]^ va the bowels (I 
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mean the cellara) of that place. A» for the upper part 
of it» waa it nort the g:reat Bt<»rehouse whence the 
nubility aad g^entry of Eag^land were furnished with 
nioHt of those coatly thinp, wherewith they did adora 
cither their closets or fchemsehca ? Here, if any where, 
rnlg-ht a man have seen the ^lory of the World in a mo- 
ment ; aa the Devil shewed to Christ from a high nionn-. 
tain. What artificial thing- could entertain the senses j 
and fantasies of men, that was not there to he hadjl 
Such was the delig^ht that many Gallants took in that j 
Mas!"azine of all curious varieties, that they could ahnost 
have dwelt there ; going from Shop to Shop, like Bees 
frtim flowers to floweri ; if thej had h tit had a Fountain 
of Money that could not hare heen drawn dry ? I doubt 
not but a Mahometan » who never expects other than 
eensihie delights, would i^ladly have accepted of that.' 
place and the treasures of it, for his Heaveih and have 
thought there were none like it I The sins of the lower 
part, (where Merchants met to diBcourae their affairs) 
we may Buspect to have been craft and covetousnesse; 
over-reaching and fi:oing beyond one another. And were 
there not other kinds of sins which did abound in the up- 
per region of that Exchange, which, like so many coraeta, 
or blazing sbira, did portcnde, or threaten the destruc- 
tion of it ? Oh the pride and prodigality that was there 
to be jseen! How few could be charitable that were so 
e I pensive as many were in that place I And how much 
of that which was there expended, might well have been 
put to charitable uses? How unlikely was it that thej 
should be hurnhle, who were so curious andphantastieal, 
as the things that were there bought, shewed them tu 
be ! They that UTought for that place, had as need of 
as good a phantaaie fur metamorphosis in habit«» as Ovid 
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had in other things, that they mig^ht please cuBtomers so 
insatiable after novelties. 

'* Thougfh there was in that plaee an Insurance«Office» 
which undertook for those ships and goods that were ha- 
zarded at Sea, either by boisterous winds or dangerous 
enemies ; yet could it not secure itself, when sin, like 
Sampson, took hold of the pillars of it, and went about 
to pull it down. What quick work can Sin and Fire 
make ! How did that strong building vanish of a sudden, 
as if it had been but an apparition! How quickly was 
it t^ken down, as if it had been but a sleight tent, the 
<;ords wherec^ are presently loosened, and the stakea 
soon removed. So fell that noble Structure, undermined 
by crt^t and covetousnesse, and overladen with pride 
and prodigality : — and great was the fall thereof.' 

Oil the 2d of November, after the fire, as appears by 
the books of the Mercers' Company, ''Mr. Hooke^ 
Mr. MiilSy arid Mr, Jerman, the City Surveyors, were 
requested to prepare an estimate for rebuilding the 
Royal Exchange." In February 1666-7, the joint 
Committee of the Corporation and the Mercers' Com- 
pany directed the ground to be cleared^ and agreed ta 
petition the King for an order to obtsuu Portland Stone. 
In April, *' the Committee, being aware of the great 
burthen of business lying up6n Mr. Mills for the City, 
at that time, and considering that Mr. Edward Jer- 
man was the most able known artist besides him, tha^t 
this City then had, unanimously ,*' m?i6Q choice of 
Jerman" to assist the Committee in the agreeing for, 
ordering, and directing of that work.** On the 3rd 
of May, that " artist,'* as he is called in the Mercers' 
i^ooks^ having applied for instructions^ the Committee 
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'^ agreed ttiat the new Excliange slioold be built upon 
the old foundations/' <uk1 ihat *^' the pillars, arches, 
and roof, should be left for hiiu to model ' accordhig 
to the rules of art/ for the beat advantage of the whole 
struclare.'** 

The plans ai*d elevations for the new building were 
laid before the King, Charles the Second, about the 
Slstof Septemher,aBdatthe same timejhis peruiission 
was requested to extend tlie soutli-west angle into 
the street. His Majesty both approved the designsi 
and granted the permission, in consequence of vvliich, 
the work was immediately proceeded with, aud^ on 



• Frora the above particulars it is evident that the Arehi 
tect of th* Royal Exchange was Mr* Eduard Jerfnan; and 
not Sir Chrislopher Wren, as lias been fretjuenlly, but erro- 
neousty asserted. This fact will become more clear by giving 
an extract from iomc evidenee detailed ia the Joamaii 
of the House of Conimoni, naruely j — 

*' December 9tl!, 1667, The Committee considered the 
draft made by Mr, Jennan for rebuUdintjf the Esecfmngej, and 
rewjlved, * That pQrHco*8 should be built on the north and 
•oath Bidesj according as his Miijeaty desires, and as are de- 
scribed in the aforessLid draft ; and that houses shotild be 
built on the bends of the said portico's and shops underneath ; 
and, tbat the Committee might not beobatructed ta their pro* 
gresa by the ownersand tenants of contiguous grounds, three 
persona of each parly in the trust wercappointcd, attended by 
Jerman) to apply to the Kin^ for a prohibition of any boild* 
ings on them."— On the 2 1st ef the same mtmLh hisMajesly* 
ia consequence of this applicationt intimated to the Com- 
mittee, that if any person presumed to build near the Ex- 
change before an Act of Parliament could be obtained, he 
^ould interpose the aathoiity of hii Fnv^ Co\iaQV\% 
o 2 
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the 23d of October^ the King laid the base of the co- 
lumn on the west side of the north entrance; after 
which^he and his suite were plentifully regaled^ under 
a temporary shed upon the Scotch walk^ *< with a 
«hine of beef, fowls* hams, dried tongues, anchoTies> 
cavaire, and wines." On the 31st of the same month, 
the first stone of the column on the east side of the 
north entrance was laid by the Duke of York, after- 
wards James the Second* and on the 19 th of Novem- 
ber, the foundation stone of the eastern column of the 
south entrance was laid by Prince Rupert. 

During the period occupied by the re-building of 
this edifice, the Merchants held their meetings at 
Gresham College, but the works being sufficiently 
admnced, they took possession of the new Exchange, 
which was first publicly opened on the 28th of Sep- 
tember, 1 669 : the expenses of its erection amounted 
to 58,962/. which was defrayed, in equal moieties, by 
the City and the Mercers* Company.* — Many consi- 

* An enquiry respecting this Edifice was made in the 
year 1747, before a Committee of the House of Commons, 
and from a Book belonging to the Mercers' Company, which 
was then produced, and the dates of which commenced from 
October the 27th, 1666, and ended with July the 12th, 1676, 
it appeared that the total expense of rebuilding the Royal 
Exchange amounted to 58,962/. ; of which the Company's 
moiety was 29,181/.— To defray that sum the Mercers were 
obliged to borrow money upon their seal, at an extravagant 
interest, insomuch, that in the year 1682, they had given 
bonds, on account of the Gresham Trust, to the amount of 
45,795/. It appeared also, from the examination of a Mr* 
Crvmpe, that ihe Company ' had contributed eqially with 
tlie City in /epai ing the RoyaV ¥.xcY».T\^e, «ix\^^ ^^vQ^Sii 
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derable repairs have taken place since that time, par- 
ticularly about tiic year 1767, when ParliameDt voted 
J 0,000/. towards tbe charges j but the most exleDsive 
reparations and iroproTemeiits which this fabric has 
ever uodergone, were made between the years 1 820 
aad 1826, from the designs and undRr the superln- 
tendance of Mr. George Smith, Archilect to the Mer- 
cers* Company. These consisted of boilding a new 
stone tow^er on the south front, in place of a more 
lofty one of timber | constructing three new stone 
staircases of large dimensions ; chipping, scraping, 
and repairing the entire surface of the edifice : re^ 
pairing the sculptured figures und scroll-work, the 
roof, galleries, shops, &c. In short, of renovating the 
whole structure. The aggregate expenses amounted 
to about 33,000^., of which the cost of the stone 
staircases and Hoors alone was about 6000/* 



ThDmas Gresham^a lectured and chanties ; and that, in or 
ablaut' the year 1729, one of the lecturers filed a bill in Chan- 
cer j against the City of London and the Mercers* Company, 
to answer which, it became necessary to draw out and 111110 
an account between the Mercers' Company and Sic Thomas 
Grcaham's trust estate, at also between the City and Compa- 
ny, add the iaid eatatc; and, accordingly, such accounts were 
dlrawD up, and thereby it appeared, that tliere waiduc to the 
Mercers* Company, for their moiety of the expense of build- 
ing the Royal Exchange, and cither payments up to that time, 
the sum of 100,659^. 1 Sa, IQiV — A continuation of those ac- 
counts down to 1T45, was lik*jwiae produced before the Com- 
mittee, aliewing that up to that period, the principal and 
inlerett amounted to 1 U^8$5L 7«. Id. 
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This boilding is principally of stone^ and has a 
rusticated basement. The ground plan is nearly a 
regular quadrangle, having a projecting arcade, or 
piazza, on the central parts of the south and north 
sides : within the quadrangle is a spacious open courts 
in the centre of which^ on a circular pedestal^ about 
eight feet high^ is a statue of Charles the Second^ in 
a Roman habit^ by Spiller* 

The souths or principal front, in Cornhill, is 210 
feet in extent^ but the general narrowness of the street> 
which is here still more contracted by carrying out 
the piers to the carriage-way, precludes it from being 

• Walpole says, vide f' Anecdotes of Painting," Vol. iii, 
p. 152, note^ that the above statue was set up in place of a 
former one of the same King, which had been sculptured by 
Quellin of Antwerp. On the old pedestal, under an impe- 
rial crown, palm branches, &c. was the following verbose, 
and ill-deserved inscription : 

Carolo, II, CiBsari BrUannico, 

PaJtiice Patri, 

Regum optimo, Clementissimo, Augustissimo, 

Generis humani deliciis, 

Utrhusque Fai'tunts Fictori, 

Pads Europa arhUro 

Matium Dominio ac Findici, 

Societas Mercatm^m adventurur. Anglite 

Qua pej' CCCCjam prope annos, 

Regia henignitate floret, 

Fidei intemerata et gratitudinas atemde 

Hoc testimonium 

Venerabunda posuit 

Anno saltUi humcma M.DC.LXXXIV. 
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fblly and advautageously seen. Its centraJ part coQ'- 
sists of a portico, with retiring wings : the former is 
composefi of a lofty arcli-way, opening from the mid- 
dle iotercoluioniation of four Corintliian three-quarter 
columiiB, and with tliem supporting an entahlalure of 
the same order, over which, in the centre^ are the 
arms and supporters of King George tlie Fourth j and, 
on eacli side, a balustrade, &c., surmounted l^ statues 
emblematical of the four quarters of tlie globe. Within 
the aichcs, over the lesser lateral arches, are well- 
executed statues of the Kings Charles tlie First and 
Secoud, hy BashnelL # 

From the roof of the portico rises the tower, which 
is 128 feet in height, from the grooodj and consists of 
three stories, the lowermost being of a squ are form, and 
of the Doric order. Here, witlnn a niche, is a statue by 
Bushnell, of Sir Thomas Gresham^ and over the cor- 
nice, facing the cardinal points, are four busts of Queen 
Elizabeth : at the angles are colossal griffiaN, holding 
shields of the City arms. Tlie facade walls, which 
project laterally from the basement, arc ornamented 
with two alio-reiievos in pan d els, by Bubb, executed 
in LUhargoliiet or artificial stone: the one representing 
Queen Elizabeth, with atteodant figures, and heralds 
proclaiujiog Che original building j and theot her Britan- 
nia, (seated amidst the emblems of Commerce) ac- 
companied by the Polite Arts, Science, Manufactures, 
and Agriculture* The second story is of an octagonal 
form, and contains an excellent clock with four dials, 
which range alternately with a similar number of wind 
cllals. The upper story displays a circolaK ^ftrnV-^Vt, 
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or cotoQDade, of eigUt Cormtbian cobmns, surmount' 
ed by ara entablature and cupola^ and crowned by a 
lofty vane, gitt, shaped like a grasshopper^ tbc crest 
of the G res baits 8.* 

The area within the quadrangular, which measure* 
144 feet from east to westj and 1 \7 feel from nortli 
to Booth, 13 paved with Turkey stones of a small size, 
the giftt as tradition reports, of a me reliant who 
traded to that country. It is surrounded by a broad 
piazza, constituted by a series of semicircular nrchef* 
springing from Doric columns, and snpporling a cor- 
responding entablatnre '. in the spandrels are tablets, 
&c surrounded by festoons, scrolls, and other orna* 
ments j the key-stouea are seulptnred with the grass- 
hopper, the griffin* and the maiden's head, in alternate 
order, except those of the main entrances which exhi- 



* Sir Thomas Gresham*a shop was in Lonibard Sirect* 
nearly opposite to the Poat Office, on the site tiow occupied 
by the banking- hou5« of Me^tsrs. Mail in and Co, who are 
it ill, Pennant say?, in posaession of Sir Thomases original 
sign, tim GmsBhopper. But that sign was taken from Lom- 
bard Slreet nearly forty years a i nee, by one of the then parU 
neiA in the 6rm^ and l& supposed to have been long ago de* 
itroyed. In Dean Swift's " Wonderful Prophecy/* &c. there 
\& a curious allusion to the Grasshopper on the Boyal Ex* 
change, and tlie Dragon on Bow steeple, but what is still more 
curious is, that during the tale repairs of this building and 
Bow Chutx!h» boUi Vanes were actually deposited togeChfrr 
in one yard, though not at Stock f-market, which now forms 
the site of the Mansion-house. The lines are as follow : 

^' The Dragon upon Bow-Church and the GtasAbopper upon 
the Eoyal Ewhange, shall meet together upon Stocks- 
omrketj and shake hands like brethren,*' 
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bit tbe UoD aod the greyhound. Over the piazza is 

aflattish graitied roof which springs, interiorly, from 
a series of antae, or pilasters, with intervening corbeU 
masked by anima] heads^ blank shields, &c. ; aod in 
the centre of each division of the groining is a large 
ornamental shield, displaying either the City arms ; the 
arms of the Mercers' Compaoy, viz. a Maiden** Head, 
crowned, with dishevelled hair] or those of Gresham^ 
namely, a Chevron ermine between three mullets, 
pierced, sable. In the centre ofeach rib, also j in alternate 
succession, is ei t her a maiden's head, a griffin, or a grass- 
hopper* Under the piazza^ between the pilasters, are 
twenty-eight large niches, only two of which, on the 
west side, are occupied by statnes ; these represent Sir 
Thomas Gresham, by Cains Gabriel Gibber } and 
Sir John Barnard, whose fignre was placed here in 
his life time, (in George the Second's reign) at the 
expense of his fellow citizens, " in testimony of his 
merit as a merchant^ a magistrate, and a faitbfnl re- 
presentative of the City in Parliament/" A raised 
step and seat, of stone, with wainscotting above, goes 
roand the entire piaz^a, except where intermpted by 
the entrances. Against the walls, over the wainscot- 
ting, are numerous painted shewboards, and placards 
of varions descriptions both printed and writteii, 
which are permitted to be set op here as advertise- 
ments, on payment of a small sum, annually. Both 
the piazza and the area are, for the general accom- 
modation^ arranged, nominally, into many distinct 
portions, called JValkSj where domestic and foreign 
merchants^ and other classes engaged m m'tttasa'C^^ 
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parsiiitSy daily assemble^ and by which means^ how- 
ever great may be the crowd, the finding of any par« 
ticnlar person is much facilitated * 

There is an air of considerable grandenr in the 
inner face of the saperstmctnre, but the decorations 
are somewhat too unsparingly lavished. It consists 
of two stories, surmounted by a regular balustrade i 
on each side, the upper cornice is interrupted by a 
semicircular pediment, beneath which, on the north, 
are the Royal arms; on the south, the City arms^ 



* Thb will be better anderstood from the following dia- 
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tm the west, tlie Mercers' arms ; and, on tlie east, 
the arms of Sir Thomas Greshara, with appropriate 
► ^richuaents. Between the pitrs of the upper enta^ 
bkturej within squiire attic borderingSj are twenty- 
live large nichea, coutainiog figures of twenty-one of 
our Sovereigna, (four being vacant), viz, on the aoutU 
I lide, Edward I. Edward HI. Henry V. and Henry 
|V[. J on the weal, Edward IV. Edward V, Henry j 
I VIL and Henry VIIL ^ on tlic north, Edward VI. 
I Queen Mary, Queen EUzabclbj James I. Charles U 
jCharlealL and James 11.; on the east, within a con^J 
Ijoined » or donble niche, are William and Mary | ^ 
f George L George If. and George HI. These figure^ I 
lure partly in armour^ ami partly tn Roman habits |,| 
[the Qiieena are in the dresses of their respectifetiraesg 
[Though most of tliein were originally gilt, they art 
jtiow of a plain stone colour, Tlie statne of his latf 
[JMaJesty, which was placed licre in March 1764, wa^j 
I executed by Wilton^ those of George tlie 1st and IltJ} 
[yere sculptured by Rysbrach, and the major part of.j 
[•the others by Cains Gnhriel Cibber. On dififerentll 
arts of tlie roof are four lofty weather- cocks, whichJ 
(communicate vvith wind-dials in the interior. i 

Under the projections of the north and sonth fronts^ 
^on the right of each eotrancc, are spacious fligbts o(l 
steps leading to the galleries, which form a regnlaM 
conimnnication through the upper Eoors, and connect [ 
with the various offices and apartments into which 
they arc divided : there isp likewise, a third staircase 1 
on the we3t side. Originally, the above offices were ' 
opened as shops of different descriptiont jb\ii dii'e,^^ 
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of tlie more rich and showy articles,* but they are 
now occupied by the Royal -Exchange Assurance 
Offices, the Lord-Mayor's Court Office, Lloyd's CoflFec 
House Sobscription and Committee Rootn a, the Mer- 
chant's Seamen's Office, the Gresham Lecture Room, 
the Marine Society's Office, and divers Conn ting - 
houses for merchants, underwriters, hz. i the shops 
surrouodiog the exterior arc chiefly tenanted by 
lottery-office keepers, newspaper offices, book and 
print sellers, stationers, musical and mathematical 
instrument makers, watch and clock makers, notaries, 
and stock-broliers. At the beginning of the last cen- 
tury, the shops connected with this fabric amonnted 
to nearly 200 i their present nomber does not exceed 
forty. Beneath the edifice are capacious vaults which 
are divided into six portions, and let to different 
t^ankers.f 

The Gresham Lectures, for the support of which 
a portion of the rental of this edifice was appropriated 
by the founder, were the first of a scientific nature 
that were ever gratuitously submitted to the public- 
ThiSj it has been judicioTLialy remarked, ''was linking 
Commerce with knowledge, — at all limes its ablest 
and most honourable ally,** — yet either from inatten^ 

• Mail land aaysj vide " History of Loniion," p. 467 i edit. 
17S9, " The upper part of the Royal Exchange (till of late) 
wa* completely ftHed wilh ihops, stored with the richest and 
choicest sorts of Meicbandize ; hut the ^me being now for- 
saken^ it appears like a wlldernesa/' 

t For many years the vaults were rented by the Eaat-lfldia 
Company for the stowage of pepper. 



tioia,or purposed negligence^thoyfail most lamentably 
in answering^ the beDeficial purpose of their institu- 
tion. The Lectures were o rig in ally delivered at Sir 
Thomas's house in Old Broad -street, which in cons€* 
quence obtaioed the name of Gresham College^ but 
after that edifice w as sold to the Commissioners of 
Excise, under an Act of Parliament passed in 1768* 
an apartmeot in the Royal Exchange was appropriated 
and fitted up for u Lecture room^ By the same act, the 
annual salary of eEicli Lecturer was increased to lOOl. 
an additional 501. being gi\^en in lieu of the household 
accomraodatious that were first provided in the College : 
Lecturers, also, were authorized to retaio their re- 
spective situations even in the marriage statej which 
was not permitted under the original injuacltons of 
the Fotinder's will. 

The inadequacy of the Gresham Lectores to effect 
any nseful purpose has been for many yeare a sub^ 
ject of complaint, and the respective Professorships 
are now almost complete sinecures. It ia truej the 
public are not excluded from attending them, but 
the arrangemeots, in respect to time^ are so precise, 
and the Lectures so purposely uninteresting in them- 
selvesj that hw persons care to be at the trouble of 
seeking admission a second time. Generally speak- 
ing, the discourses do not ke^p pace vviih the present 
advanced str.te of science aod learning, and they arc 
delivered in such a spiritless manner, that but little 
irapression is made by them, either npon the car or 
upon the mind. 

The Lecture room is at the eastern extremity oi 
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the sonth front, and opens from the gallery. It is a 
lofty apartment^ convenieotly arranged, with a ros-^ 
trum, or tribune, for the Lecturer, and benches for 
^Q audience of 100 persons, or upwards. The Lec- 
tures are delivered in terni'time only, agreeably to 
the practice of the Universities : they are then read 
twice daily, the first time in Latin, precisely at 12 
o'clock at noon ; the second time in English, precisely 
at 1 o'clock, the duration of each being from about 
tvredty minutes to half an hour. — According to the 
present regulations, which seem adapted to render 
the, Professorships as nearly sinecures as possible, the 
doors are open exactly as the clock strikes, and should 
there not be three persons attending for admission^ 
they are immediately closed again, and no Lecture is 
delivered on that day* 

The following Inscription was placed over the 
south entrance, within the quadrangle, on the re* 
building of this edifice after the Great Fire^ 

Hoc Greshamii Peristylivm 

Gentivra Commerciis Sacrvm 

Flammis Extinctvm Sept. iii. mdclxvk 

Avgvstivs e cinere Resvrrexit 

MDCLXIX 

IFillo Tvmero Milite Praetore. 



* Since the above was written the state of the Greshaov 
Lectures has been made a subject of discourse in the Court 
of Common Council, and the question of making them more 
generally beneficial and ej£cient has been referred to a Com-* 
milte«. 
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In Donald Liipton^s ^' London, &c* carbonadoed ami 
qnartred into scire rell Characters/' tuiginally printed 
in ]532j and reprinted in the 1st volnme of Park's Sup- 
plement lo tlie '* Harleian Miacellany," 1812, is Ihe 
folio wing character of the " Exchanges, Old and New.^' 

•* The one of these camo from Antwerp, the i>thcr from 
a stable :* the one was Dutch, yet niiidc! denizen ; the 
other was not go at the be^inning^ but did exchange hit 
name and nature. Tlie Merchants are, generally^ men of 
good habit, their words are generally better than their 
consciences ; their discourse ordinarily be^^ins in water, 
hut ends in wine. The frequenting' the walks twice a 
day, and a carclesa laug^htcr, argues they are sound : if 
they I'isit not once adaj, 'tis suspected they are cracking- 
<w broken. Their countenance is ordinarily shaped by 
their success at aea, either merry, sad, or desperate ; they 
are like skips at sea, top and t^jp-^alJant this day, to- 
morrow sinking-. The sea is a tennis-court , their states 
«re balls, the wind is the racket, and doth strike many 
for lost under line, and many in the hazard. They may 
seem to be acquainted with Athens, for they all desire 
news. Some of them do keep two brittle Yes scls, their 
ihips and their wives ; the latter has Icsa ballast and that 
inakea them bo lig^ht : the merchants respect the former 
moat, for if that sink or be overthrown, they fall; btit 
the fall of the latter is oftentimes the advancing of their 
heads. Conscience is sold here for noug-ht, because it ia 
as old sermong, a dead commodity. They will dissemhie 
with, and cozen one another ; though all the king-s tK^t 
CTcr were, since the conquest, orerlookcd them. Here 
are UBoally more coaches attendant than at church-docrrE. 



♦ The NeiP Ei^4ihange was erected in 1 608, en the site of 
ibc^Btahlm^ of Durbittn House , in the Slraad, but Lupton*ti 
wotda pailicularly cefcj Iw the Roy^l t;x^U'')i^iS.^. 
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The merthants slioald keep their wives from visiting the 
upper rooms too often, lest they tire their purses by at^- 
tiring tliemselves. Roug'h seas, rocks and pirates, trea- 
cherous £Eictors, and leaking ships, affright them. They 
are strange politicians ; for they bring Turkey and Spain 
into London, and carry London thither. Ladies surely 
love them ; for they have that which is good for them-r 
far fetched and dear bought. They may prove stable 
men, but they must first leave the Exchange. Jt is a 
great house, full of goods : though it be almost in the 
middle of the city, yet it stands by the sea. There's many 
gentlewomen come hither, that to help their faces and 
complexions, break their husbands* backs; who play 
foul in the country with their land, to be fair mid play 
false in the city. The place (to conclude) is thought to 
be a great formalist, and a hazardable temporiser ; and 
is like a beautiful woman, absolutely good, if not too 
common.** 

8T. Paul's church yard.— charles the first and 

HIS QUEEN. 

In the " Moderate Intelligencer/* No. 198, from 
Dec. 28 to Jan. 4, 1648-9) are the following articles 
on the state of Public Affairs. 

•• Major Picker was shot to death in Pauls Church 
Yard. He was active and violent against those best 
affected to Parliament, and being taken in Penbrooke 
the last summer, was condemned to death : promising, 
that if he might have his life he would depart the king- 
dom for such a time, he had his discharge ; yet not per- 
forming, but acting contrary, being taken was shot to 
^eath," 

** Paris, Dec'. 26. — The Queen of England is returned 
from her devotions in the house of the Carmelites, where 
Mhe hath been for diverse dayes: she seems not dejected 
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at the present state of the FCin^, her Imsband, in Enf- 
litn<l, jet say her hdiee, her nig-hts are more sad than 
uauaL Prince Cliarles or the Duke of York's eoinming' 
hither it's cont-eivM will eontiiuie uncertain, untill it be 
seen what effect the Ar(uies Declaration will produce 
upon their Father." — 

" Frtnn Wiudjiore tlie 30 of December. — The King^ la 
rnerrr, diacourses uponsuhjects purporting^ a life of many 
da3'cs, doubts not but within mx Tnonetha to see peace in 
Engfland, ami in case of not restoring", to be righted from 
Ireland, Denmark, and other parts, of which he named 
many ; nay, he k ordering- seeds for his Garden at fFim'- 
hleton and other places : he saith tliere is more persecu- 
tion now than ever, particularly in imposing the Cove* 
nant, and undoing men for refusall of it,'* 

GREAT FIRE IN CORNHILLj ANH BISHOFSCATE 9TREET* 

« — BlRTe- PLACE OF GHAYj TOE POET. 

On the morning of the 25th of March, 1748, a 
most calamitous and destructible Hr^ commenced at a 
Perulfe-makeTSj named Eldridgc, in Exchange Alley, , 
Cornbill ; and witlun twcke hours totally destroyed 1 
between ninety and a hundred houses, besides dama-i ' 
ging many others* The flames spread in three di- 
rections at once, and exteridiug into Cornbill^ con- 
Bumad about twenty houses there, includiog the Lon- 
don Assurance OflEice, the Fleece and the Tbrce-Tuns 
Taverns, and Tom*B and the Kainbow Coffee- bouses. 
In Exchange Alky, the Swan Tavern, with Garra^ 
way's, Jonathan's, and the Jerusalem Coflee-hoases,' 1 
were burnt down ^ and in the contiguous arenues and ] 
Birchin Lane, the George and Vullure Tavern, witU 
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Mr: ElMd^ viik fci» vife, 
alfmdM m ffceiawss »d Mr. Cooke, a aer- 
dbnit, vfco lod^ IB the hoHe, brake kb kg m lo^ 
ing^CnMHswiadtfv, lad&diooBaftcr: serenlotker 
penMt wme kiOei bj AfercBt acddeats. All Ike 
|0D0ds of Ike loilmi tkat odoU be reaoted were 
preoerf ed, as wdk tnm tkeft^ as firoai tke flanes, bj 
tke joAdoos eiertiOBS of tke City M^tntes, aail 
tkeasRstaaee of poraes of soldien sent frooi tke 
Tower aad St. JaiMs's ; notwitksuuKfiiig which« Ae 
▼afaw of tke efiects and meicbaBdize des tr oye d , was 
eoopoted at 200^000/. exdoure of that of tke &«• 
meroiis boildiiigs* 

In that fire, the hoose io which the poet Gray re- 
oeired his birth, was consomed, and the injury which 
bis property sustained on the occasion, induced him 
to sink a fpest part of the remainder, in purchasing 
an annaity : his father had been an Exchange-broker. 
It appears from Mr. Gray's will, that the dwelling 
which arose upon the site of his birth-place, was« in 
}774, occupied by one Natzell, a perfumer 3 and it is 
still inhabited by a perfumer, of the name of Tate. It 
is a few doors from Birchin^Laue ; and is numbered 
forty-one. 

Another tremendous Fire, by which nearly one 
hundred bouses were destroyed, or greatly damaged, 
commenced at a peruke- maker's in BishopsgaU Street ^ 
adjoining to the corner of Leadenhall Street^ on the 
morning of November the 7th, 1765. The flames 
— ickjygpread to the corner housej and the wind being 
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felgb, they soon commanicated to the opposite corners, 
so that all the four were on fire at the same time, acd 
three of them were entirely destroyed. All the houses 
from Cora hill to the Church of St. Martin Outwich, in 
Bishopsgale Street, wtre burnt down, and the Church 
and Parsonage House were considerahly damaged, as 
well as the back part of Merchant Taylors' Hall, and 
Eeveral houses in Tlireadneedle Street. The White 
Lion Tavern, which had been pmc based for 3000/. on 
the preceding eveniag, and all the houses in White 
Lion Court, were burnt down, together with five houses 
in Cornhill, and several others in Leadeohall Street^ 
Several lives were lost, not only by the fire, but by 
the falling of chimniea and walla, and on the following 
day eight persons were killed by the sidden fall of a 
stack of chimnles. Several lives, however, were pro- 
Tidentially saved by means of a gentleman who bad 
ventured among the ruins, and '* waving his hat to 
engage the attention of the spectators, declared that 
lie was sure that many persons were actually under 
the spot on which he stood." Upon this, the firemen 
went to work with their pick axes , and on removing 
the rubbish, two men, three women» a child about six 
years old, two dogs and a cat, were taken out alive# 

ANECDOTES OF QUKEN Bhi%A.BETB AND KING iAM£S 
THE FIB8T. 

The following Anecdotes of the above Sovereigns 
are given in the I st volumeof the *' Nugee Antiquse,'' p. 
1 70, 182, from the" Breefe Notes and Remembraunceft" 
of Sir John Harington j but the years in which 
drcumstances respectively occtirrtd ai^ ti^X ^^^ 
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of London preachede to the Queenes Majeslie, and seem* 
ede to touche on the yanitie ; of decking^e the bocUe too 
finely.— Her Majestie tolde the ladies, that * If the Bish- 
ope helde more discorse on suche matters, shee wolde 
fitte him for Heaven, hut he shoulde walke thither with- 
onte a staffe, and leave his mantle behind him.* — Perehance 
the Bishope hathe never soughte her Highnesse wardrobe* 
or he woulde have chosen another texte.**— « 

JameM the Firsi,-^** I thys daylieard the kjnge deliver 
hyg speeche to the commons and lordes, and notede one 
parte thereof, wherein his Majestic calledc the Devil * a 
busy Bishope, sparinge neither laboure nor paines.* My 
Lorde of London tolde me, ** he thoughte his Majestie 
mightehave chosen another name/* 

EARTHaUAKBS IN LONDON. 

Great alarm was excited throughout the Metropolis 
juid its neighbourhood^ in the beginning of the year 
1761, by two shocks of Earthquakes ; the one occur- 
ring on the 8th of February, and the other on the 
8th of March. The first shock was most sensibly 
felt along the banks of the Thames from Greenwich to 
near Richmond : at Limehouse and Poplar, several 
chimnies were thrown down by it, and in several parts 
of London the furniture was shaken, and the pewter 
fell to the ground : at Hampstead and Highgate it 
was also very perceptible. The second and more 
violent shock occurred between five and six o*clock 
in the morning, the air being very warm, and the ato 
mosphere, at the moment, clear and serene $ though^ 
till within a few minutes preceding, there had been a 
Mtrong, but confused^ lightning darting its flashings ia 



quick eiiccessiong The violence of the motion caused 
many people 1o start from their beds and fly precipi- 
tately to the street, under the impression that their 
houses were falling. In St- Jameses Park, and the 
s<|uaTes and open spacea about the west end of the 
town, where the shock is thought to have been most 
powerful, the tremulous vibration of the earth was 
clearly distinguishable } it seemed to mo? e in a soutk 
and north direction, with a quick return towards the 
centre, and was accompanied with a loud noise as of 
rushing wind. The damage was not great, and was 
chiefly confiped to the shaking down of chtmnies and 
a few old houses * 



'* The credulous apprehensiona of the people were so 
awakened by tliese Earthquakes, that the ridiculous predic- 
tions of a cmiy Life-guard's man, named Bell, who prophesied, 
that *^ as the second Earthquake had happened esactly foyr 
weeks after the first, so there would be a third exactly foyr 
weeks after the second, which would lay the entire cities of 
London and Westminster in ruins," spread the greatest dis- 
may and consiernaiion over the whole Metropolis, So strong 
was the panic^ that within a few days of the expected timej 
vast numhers of persons quitted London ; and all the princi- 
pal places within the distance of twenty tniles were crowded 
with alaoned fugitives. To those whom necessity oblig-ed 
to remain in the devoted Ciiyj the predic'.ed night was a scene 
of the most dreadful disquietude; some sought refuge in 
boats upon the river, and the adjacent fields were crowded by 
multitudes who left their houses lest they should be buried 
in the ruinsj and in the most fearful suspense passed away 
the hours till the dawn of moniing restored tliem to hope and 
confidence ; the alarmj however, did UQl ^uVvie\^ ^\3^i\4<£- ^.^^ 
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TORK-8TAIR8 WATER-OATC. 

» This handsome specimen of the lurchitectniral abn 
Kttes of Inigo Jones, stands on the banks of t^e riyer 
Thames^ at the sonthern extremity of Bncklngham 
Street* in the Strand. It was erected about the year 
1626, and originally belonged to George Villten^ 
Jst Dnke of Bnckingham» the ill-fated favoorite «f 
two Sovereigns, who was stabbed by Felton at Ports- 
month, on the 23d of August, 1628, and lies buried 
in Henry the Seventh's Chapel at Westminster^ 
TThe andent Mansion which stood near this spot, and^ 
which had been a town residence fit the Bishops of 
Norwich, and thence called the Bishop of Norwich's 
Inn, was splendidfy fitted up by the above nobleman, 
after he had obtained from King James the First, 
either a grant or a lease of the estate^ and on that 
occasion the Water-Gate was constructed near the 
middle of a long embattled wall that skirted the gar* 
dens by the river side. 

Richard Nykke, or Nyx, Bishop of Norwich, ex- 
changed his Inn (ox the Abbey of St. Bennet Holme, 
in Norfolk, in 1535 i and in the following year it be« 
came vested in Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, 
also by exchange, for his mansion at Southwark- 
Place. The latter property, reverUng to the crown, 

some time. Bell, the author of the confusion, was subse- 
quently confined in a mad-house. He afterwards kept a 
hosier's shop on Holborn Hill, during many years, and after- 
wards, having acquired a competency, retired to the tieigb- 
Uihood ofEdgeware, where he died «k few ^eact ag;o« 
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waft given by Queeo Mary to KtchoUs Heath, Arch- 
bishop of Yorkj the possessors of that See liaving had 
BO tou^o residence after York Place, Whitehall, had 
been converted into a royal palace by Henry the 
Eighth, on the fall of Wolsey* Archbishop Heath 
sold his newly-acquired seat, and purchased Norwich 
Jnn^ which afterwards obtained the appellation of 
York House, and hence the name of the Water-gate 
and Stairs, Archbishop Toby Matthews exchanged 
York House for several Manors with James the First, 
and tha Lords Chancellors Egerton and Bacon are 
s^id to have both resided here. It was afterwards 
" assured" to the King by an Act of Parliament, pas- 
sed on tlie 1 9th of Mfiy, 1624, and he granted the es- 
tatCj as already mentiooedj to the Dtike of Bucking- 
ham^ on whose melancholy death it u as leased for a short 
term to the Earl of Nortliumbcrland, together with 
Us goods, funHture, and pictures^ at an annual rent 
of ^350* in 164 J), the Parliament bestowed York 
House on I-ord Fairfax, by the marriage of whose 
daughter and heiress with George, 2nd Duke of 
Buckingham J it was re -conveyed to the Villiers' 
family. That nobleman resided here for several years 
subsequent to tiie Restoration, bat he eventnaily sold 
the whole estate for building on, and several streets 
were raised on the site of the old house and grounds* 
These, for a long period, went under the genera! name 
of York Buildings^ but their particular appellations 
are George Street, FlUiers Street, Duke Street, Qff" 
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Mlej, and Buckingham Street; the distinctive naiM 
and title of thdr former possessor being thus effeo 
toally preserved. 

' York House stood at a short distance to the west 
oF the Water*Gate, which mdudes a flight of st^ that 
led from the gardens to the river* At the time of 
its erection^ it was customary for our nobility to be 
conveyed by watar from one part of the metropolis to 
another, whenever practicable, the roadvays being 
extremely defective, and bat few carriages in use, 
and those rather adapted for state purposes, than for 
general convenience. Hence most of our noble man«- 
sions were built near the Thames, and stairs led from 
the grounds to the water-side . 

Ralph, in his " Critical Review of PublicBuildings,*' 
has thus characterized this structure, and his approba- 
tion of its merits, though something too floridj perhaps, 
has been generally acquiesced in by subsequent wri- 
terti.'^'* York- Stairs is^ unquestionably, the most per* 
feet piece of building that does honour to the name of 
Inigo Jones : it is planned in so exquisite a taste^ 
formed of such equal and harmonious parts, and adorned 
with such proper and elegant decorations that nothing 
can be censured or added. It is, at once, happy 
in its situation beyond comparison, and fancied in a 
style exactly suited to that situation. The rock-work, 
or rustic, can never be better introduced than in baild« 
iugs by the side of water ; and indeed, it is a great 
question with me, whether it ought to be made use of 
anywhere else." 
This fabric is built with Portland stone. It is ap^ 
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proaclied from a small terrace, planted with lime 
trees, which, being inclosed frotii tbe public, forms an 
agreeable prouicuade for tbe inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood, who keep it in repair from tbe proceeds 
of a rate levied on their booses. On tbe nortbern, 
or street side, it consists of three arches, Sacked by 
pilasterSj supporting a a entablature on which are four 
balls : ornaineatal shields rise above the key-stones 
of the arches, those at the sides being scnlptured with 
anchors, and that in the centre with the arras of Ki/- 
liers impaling those of the family of Manners^ Tbe 
ViiUers' motto, viz ; fidei coticula cruXj (tbe 
Cross is the Touchstone of Faith,) ia inscribed upon 
the frieze, Tbe southernj or river front, displays a 
large archway opening upon tbe steps leading to the 
water J with a lateral aperture, or window^ on each 
side : these, conjointly with four rusticated columns, 
support an entablature orDameated with escallopSf 
and crowned by an arched pediment and two couch - 
ant lions, holding shields j on which are sculptured an* 
chors* In the middle of the pediment, within a scroll, 
are the arms of Villiers, viz r on a CrosSj five Escal- 
lops, encircled by a garter, and surmounted by a da* 
cal coronet r at the sides are pendant festoons. The 
apertures Banking the steps are acb divided by a 
small column, and partly closed by balustrades. 



LYDGATE 8 "^ LONDON LYCKPEXY, 

Stoiv, in bis account of Eastcbeap, refers to Lyd- 
gate's " Song,*' called *^ London Lychpen^,'' or as 
we should now say ' Lack-Pmnyi' z. eo\i^ q1 ^\x\Oiv^ 
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(vdth i6me alfenitions,) is preserved amosig fliat bit" 
forian's manuscripts io the Harleian CoUectiMi, vis* 
No. S67, fol. 126 i but whether the origioid be exm. 
tMt, does not appear. It is probable^ that the altera 
ations alluded to, were made by Stow himsdf, aa 
in the summary of Lydgate's poem^ inserted in hia 
" Sarrey of London/' several particulars are nar^ 
rated which altogether vary from the Ballad in the 
Mnseum.-^It was written. Stow says* " in the reigne of 
Henry the fift, in the person of a Conntrymaii com-^ 
ming to London, and travelling through the same. la 
West-Cbeapoy (saith the Song) hee was called on 
to buy fine lawne, Paris threed. Cotton VmMe» and 
ether linnen clothes, and such like : (he speaketii of 
ao silkes) In Cornehill, to buy old apparell, and 
household stuffe, where he was forced to buy his owne 
Hood, which he had lost in Westminster Hall : In 
Candlewright street. Drapers proffered him cheape 
Cloth : In East-cheape, the Cookes cried hot Ribbes 
of Beefe rested. Pies well baked, and other Victuals : 
There was clattering of Pewter Pots, Harpe, Pipe, 
and Sawtrie, yea by cocke, nay by cocke, for greater 
oaths were spared : some sang of lenken, and lulian, 
he. all which melodic liked well the passenger, but 
hee wanted mony to abide by it, and therfore gat 
him into Grauesend Barge, aqd home into Kent.*'* • 
In the following transcript from Stow's manuscript, 
both the contractions and the orthography are accu- 
rately copied, but the punctuation is now introduced, 
the manuscript being wholly without points. 

' "11 1 ■ ■ . « L ' 

• '' Survey of London," p. 40is, ea\\.\«V%. 
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London Lycfcpeny: 

A Ballade compyled hj Dan John Ljdgate^ monke of 
Berry, at)out — yerea agoe, and now newly ou sene and 
amended. 

1^ London once my stepps I bent, 
Where trouth in no wyse should be fayni^ 

To Westipyster ward 1 forthw»* went. 
To a man of lawe to make complaynt ; 
I sayd, **for Marys love, that holy saynt, 

Pyty the poore that wold p'ceede," — 

]iut for laek of mony I cold not spede. 

And as I thrust the prese amonge, 

By froward chaunce, my hood was gone. 
Yet for aU that, I s tay d not longe 
• Tyll at the Kyngs Bench I was come ; 

Before the Judge I kneeled anon, 
And prayd hy " for Gods sake to take heedei'*— 
But for lack of mony I myght not speede. 

•Beneth them sat clarkes ^ great rout. 
Which fast dyd wryte by one assent ; 

There stoode vp one, and cryed about 
Rychard, Robert, and John of Kent : 
I wyst not well what this man ment. 

He oryed so thycke there in deede, — 

But he that lacks mony myght not spede. 

VntQ the Comon Place I yode thoo. 
Where sat one w**. a sylken hoode ; 

I dyd hym reverence, for I ought to do BOi 
I told hiy case as well as I coud ; 
How my goods were defrauded me by falshood ; 

I irat not a move of his mouth f ot m^ net^-^ 
^Hc/^r/aol: of mooy I myg^t not «ped.e. 
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Vnto the RoUs I gat me from thence» 
Before the clarkes of the Chavncerye, 

Where monny I found eamying of pence* 
But none at all once regarded me : 
I gave them mj playnt yppon my knee ; 

They lyked it well, when they had it reade|—» « 

But lackyng mony I could not he sped, 

' In fFestmynster haU I found out one* 
Which went in a long gown of Raye* 

I crowched and kneled hefore hy anon, 
«« For Maryes love," of help I hym praye J 
** I wot not what thou meanest,** gan he 8ay» 

To get me thence he dyd me hede,— « ■ . . 

But for lack of mony I cold not speed. 

W*^in tUs hall, nether ryche nor yet poore. 
Wold do for me ought, although I shold dye ; 

Which seeing, I gat me out of the doore, 

- Where Flemynge began on me for to cry, 
"Master, what will you copen or by [buy] ? 

Fyne felt hatts or spectacles to reede ; 

Lay down yo' sylver and here you may speede," 

Then to Westmyster gate I p'sently went. 
When the sonn was at hyghe pryme : 

Cookes to me, they tooke good entent. 
And p'ferred me bread w*^ ale and wyne, 
Rybbs of befe both fat and ful fyne ; 

A fayre cloth they gan for to sprede, — 

But wantyng mony I myght not be speede. 

Then vnto London I dyd me hye, 
Of all the land it beareth the pryse ; 

** Hot pescods,** one began to crye, 
- ** Btraherj rype and cherryca in the rise :** 
One had me come uere, aiiOL\)7 ^oiaft «^l^^% 
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Peper and s^orne they gan me bede,— 
But for lack of mony I myght not spede. 

Then to the Chepe I g'an me drawne. 
Where mutch people I sawefor to stande ; 

One ofred me velvet, sylke, and lawne» 
An other he taketh me by the hande» 
•* Here is Parys thred the fynest in the lande :" 

I never was vsed to such thynge in dede,-^ 

And wantyng" mony I myght not spede. 

Then went I forth by London Stone ; 

Throughout all Canwyke streete 
Drapers mvtch cloth me ofFred anone ; 

Then comes me one, cryed ** hot shepes feetc ;** 

One cryde "makerell rysher greene," an other 

. gan greete ; 
One bifid me by a hood to cover ray head,— 
But for want of mony I myght not be sped. 

Then I hyed me into Est chepe. 

One eryes ** rybbs of befe," and many ** a pye ;" 
Pewter pottes they clattered on a heape ; 

There was harpe, pype, and mynstrelsye ; 

** Yea, by cock ! nay, by cock T' some began cryc ; 
Some songe of Jenkenand July an for there mede,— 
But for lack of mony I myght not spede. 

Then into Cornhyll anon I yode. 

Where was mvtch stolen gere araonge, 

I saw where hong myne owne hoode. 
That I had lost amonge the thronge : 
To by my owne hood I thought it wronge, 

I knew it well as I did my crede, — 

But for lack of mony I could not spede « 
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The Tavemer tooke me by the eUijre» ^ 

«• S'" Bayth he, " will you o" wync assay ?*^- 

I answerd, '* that can not mvtch me spreTe 
A peny can do no more than it may :** 
i dranke a pynt, and for it dyd pay. 

Yet sore- a hungred fro thence I yedc,— * 

And wantynge my mony I cold not spede. 

Then hyed I me to Bdynsesgaie, ' 
And one cryed, «* Hoo, go we hence V 

I prayd a barg^ man for Qods sake 
That he wold spare me my expence : 
** Thou seapst not here, q' he, ynder ii pence ; 

I lyst not yet bestowed my almes dede;**—* 

Thus lackyng mony I cold not speede. 

Then Iconrayd me unto JTefi^, 
Ffor -of the law wold I meddle no more ; 

Because no man to me tooke entent, 
I dyght me to do as I dyd before:— 
Now Jesus, that in Helthe was bore, 

SaTC London and send trew lawyers there mede^ 

For who so wants mony w^ the shall not spede. 

MANNERS OF THE LONDONERS. 

In Holinshed's *' Description of Britain/' it is sta< 
tedy that .the hospitable reception given te the 
Londoners by their Country friends was not always 
returned with equal graciousness ^ onwhidi, ^' the 
eld countrie clerkes framed this saeing." 

Primus jucundut, 
Toierabilis estque secundus ; 
Tertius est vanusp 
SfdfoiM quatridianus :— » 




In tlie year 1 75 3-4 j the public attention iq London 
was almost exclusively occupied by tlie extraordinary 
case of Elizabeth Cannings the true particulars of 
whose story have never, even lo the present hour, 
been folly ascertained* She was a girl of low birth, 
about eighteen years of age, and in the service of » 
Mr. Lyon, of Alder man bury* to whose house she wa» 
retErning on the eveniug of New- Yearns Day, (from a 
visit to her uncle at Salt-Petre Bank, near Rosemary 
Lane,) when, according to her own testimony^ she 
was seized under Bedlam, or Bethleni wall, in MoqT' 
fields, by two men, wlio, after robbing Iter of her mo- 
ney^ gown ^ and aprotit stopped her mouth with a gag. 
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and dragged her as far as Enfidd Wash, to the 1 
of an old woman^ called Mother Wells. * Here«onher 
refusal to sabmit to prostitation, she was robbed of 
her staysj and confined for twenty-eight days in a kind 
of hay-loft> without fire^ or any kind of sastenanoe, 
except some stale pieces of breads amonnting to abont 
a quartern loaf, and a gallon jug lull of water. At 
lasty when -nearly starved to death, she effected her 
escape by breaking through a window, imd shivering 
with hunger and nakedness, found her way back to 
her mother's house, near Moorgate. 

Snch was the substance of her story, which^ not- 
withstanding its improbability, being seemingly, eor- 
roborated by the weak and miserable condition In 
which she returned home, had a surprising effect on 
the popular mind^ and large subscriptions were raised 
for the purpose of discovering and bringing to exem- 
plary punishment the guilty wretches who had thus 
maltreated her* 

At that time, she knew not where the house wai 
situated in which she had been immured, nor could 
she describe it any otherwise than by saying, that 
through the chinks, or crevices, of the loft, she had 
seen the Hertford stage-coach pass along the adja- 
cent road. — When sufficiently recovered, she was 
taken in a chaise to the abode of Mother Wells, who 
was known to be a woman of ill-fame, the harbourer 
of gypsies and prostitutes, and whose house, by a 
singular chance, had been mentioned as the probable 
place of the girFs confinement, by a person who be- 
came one of the witnesses on the 8ub^e;^ueut trial. The 
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lapper roam* or loft, in ihia dwellitig^ varied consi- 
derably from that which had heen dcscrabed by EHsa* 
faetb CaQniDgj yet she declared il was the place 
in which sire had heen kept a priRooer. She then fixed 
upon an aged gypsy-vvomao, named Mary SqaireSj 
as the person who had cut the stayst oH* her backj and 
accused a young woman, called Virtue Hall, with 
being present at the time: both those females had 
very remarkable countenances, and were then Mother 
Wells's inmatea. 

At the ensuing Sessions in the Old Bailey, Mary 
Squires and Mother Wells were indicted for felony ; 
and, thoagh many coniradictlons appeared in the 
evidence of Canning and her witnesses, the former 
was sentenced to die, and the latter to be branded^ 
&ad imprisoned in Newgate for six months. Thii 
verdict, though perfectly congenial with the ferment 
among tbe popnlace, was by do means satisfactory i^ 
the more discerning faculties of Sir Crispe Gascoynet 
the Lord Mayor^ who, in an address to the LhtTjmtn, 
stated his conviction that further inquiry was neccs* 
«ary, the '* outrages of the mob/' and "^ the antece* 
dent prejudices in men's minds,*' having destroyed 
that *' solemn and sacred freedom which should &t« 
tend upon all trials," and prevented the requisite coa- 
sideration from being given to the '' contradictory 
evidence adduced upon this/' That Sir Crispe's ad» 
dress may be better understood, it should be remarks 
cd here, that* dorinu; tbe trial, the witnesses for 
St|mres were either so overawed by the rabble that 
they durst not appear in court, or olWw^^ wi\^- 
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Oe trial.) 
the 
^itlB} sad it cluilj 

\ at Abbotsbay* ia Donetribire^ fiwa Ac fint tf 
rtotbenathorAeMBeaMath; Oat dMvas 
at Turkm pbees ia ]>onetsbire. WOtibiii^ tbmf^ 
iUra, iEe. Ipoia tbat tuM to tie cigbleeadi^ and tfcrt 
•bedidaot mrme at the boaKoTlfolber Wdh til 
tbetvcatj-tbinL The crideaee orVntae BaD^ah^^ 
Micli bad beea ^fca ia eoRobontioa off Caanaf^ 
was Ofcranova by ber saboeqaeat FOGaatatioat finNB 
whidi it aj^ieared tbat she '* had been threatened and 
lirigbteaed ioto what she had sworn^** in order to save 
berMlf from being prosecuted as an accessary to the 
fekmy; 

' The fell paiticBlars, of what has bore beea br^y 
•titedy with an aooompanyiDg memorial, were budj, 
by Sir Crispe Gascoyne^ before the King, and, fresh 
evidence having been likewise offered by the friends 
of Elizabeth Canning, his Majesty directed the wbole 
to be referred to bis Attorney and Solicitor Generals* 
on whose report that the weight of testimony was ia 
favour of Mary Squires^ the latter received a free 
pardon. 

At the next Sessions, the Lord Mayor preferred a 
Bill of Indictment against Elizabeth Canning, for 
^^r^ofy; and her supporters did the Uk« against tht 



-H'ltnesses irom Abbotsbniy, Sec. in belialf of Squires. 
The Abbotebury people appeared Iq answer the 
charge, but do evidence being offered against them, 
they were honourably acquitted, Canniiig, who had 
been admitted to bail> at first absconded, but after- 
wards she surrendered to her trial, which continued, 
by adjoumment, ftvedays. Numerous witnesses were 
examined od both sides, and the contradictions were 
remarkable ; but the falsehood of many parts of Can* 
ning'a testimony having been rendered apparent^ Bhe 
was adjudged guilty, and committed to Newgiite, 
During this trial. Sir Crispe Gascoyne was highly in- 
sulted by the mobs that assembled near the Sessions 
House^and the disorders committed were so greatj that 
the Court of Aldermen offered a reward for the disco- 
Tery of any of the rioters. 

When Canning was brought up to receive sentence, 
a new trial was moved for, by her Counsel, on the 
ground, that two of the Jurymen had made affidavit; 
that they had • acted contrary to their consciences in 
finding her guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury ; for 
although they believed her to have sworn ftlseli/, they 
did not believe it to have beea wiffuliy done/ The 
argument on this point was postponed till the fol- 
lowing Sessions; and Canoing was remanded to 
Kewgate. At length, on the thirtieth of May, 1754, 
after hearing the evidence of nine of the Jurymen^ 
who averred their decision to be justj and a simyar 
affirmation from the tenths who was absent, as well as 
the opinion of the Judges who sat on the trial, the 
Court adjudged the verdict to be good^ aad cousonwiX 
i2 
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to e^dence* Sentence was then prononnced, tliat 
the Prisoner should snfier one month's imprisonmeDt, 
and afterwards be transported to America lor seres 
years. 

This canse had divided the Londoners into parties, 
and Cannmg oonld yet number among her snpportisg 
friends many persons of rank and respectability, bj 
whom great exertions were made to procure m par* 
don ; yet all their interest oonld obtain her the perr 
mission only to transport herse(f for the term of the 
sentence. She accordingly was conveyed to America 
in a private ship» having every accommodation that 
money could secure, and much property, whidi she 
had received in presents^ &c. Measures, also, were 
taken to ensure her a favourable reception at her ar- 
rival in that country. 

Sir Grispe Gascoyne^ on the other hand, obteined 
the entire approbation of the more discriminating and 
unprejudiced portion of the whole metropolis | and, os 
the expiration of his Mayoralty, a unanimous vote of 
thanks was given to him by the Court of Conunos 
Council, " for his steady perseverance in the cause of 
justice, his generous protection of the distressed* and 
his remarkable humanity." 

Many pamphlets were issued from the press on this 
extraordinary subject, a complete .collection of which 
is now considered to be of much value. The efferves- 
cence in the feelings of the public did not subside for 
many years, and the writer can well remember the 
pertinacity with which^ in his youth, the question of 
the guilt or innocence of Canning was accustomed te 
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be argned. But wbetber the general tale related by 
her, was trae or false, the iuQoceacy of the parties 

she accused is unquestionable. 

BLACKFBIARS^ — THE FATAl* TESFEBB, 

In the year 1623, a dreadful accident occurred 
within the precincts of the dissolved monastery at 
Eiackfrian, by which ninety-four persons lost their 
lives J and many others were maimed and miserably 
wounded. This event, which is historically comme- 
morated as * The fatal Fespers, or doleful Even -Song,' 
happened on Sunday, the 26th of October, in the 
above year J or, according to the New, or * Romish' 
Style, on the 5th of November^ as was afterwards tri- 
umphantly noticed by those who affected to coitsider it 
as a judgment on the Catholics, The Count deTillier, 
ambassador in ordinary from the court of France, had 
for a considerable time been a resident in Black friars, 
and it was probably under his protection that the 
meeting took place which led to so fatal a result. In 
an old buildings adjoining to the gate of his residence, 
and with which it appears to have been Ukewise con- 
nected, on an upper iloor, upwards of 300 persona 
assembled^ to hear a sermon preached by the learned 
Father Drury, of the Order of the Jesuists, who was 
a descendant of the Druries of Norfolk, and the son 
of Dr, Drury, a late civilian professor in the Court of 
Arches, In the midst of his discourse the flooring 
gave way under the overbearing weight of the assera- 
bled multitude, and the pressure of the falling mass 
broke down the next floor, which fell with accelerated 
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weight upon the lower story, but thathaidng bees 
built upon arehes remained firm. Every possible as- 
sistance was immediately rendered to the unhappy 
sufferers ; and by the direction of Mr. Sergeant Findbi 
Recorder of the City, gnards were placed at all the 
avenues and passages of the Blackfriars^ and also at 
the French Ambassador*8^ where^ on the following day, 
the Recorder and Sheriffs made a strict enquiry into 
the cause of the accident. The public mind was in a 
state of great excitation, but the confusion and alarm 
at length subsided, on its being clearly proved that 
the disaster arose from the defective state of the 
building. Father Drary was himself killed, together 
with two other Romish priests. Various pamphlets 
were written on this occasion, descriptive of the dr- 
cumstances, and mingled with such reflections as 
either the bigotry or the belief of the writers gave 
birth to. One of the most curious , composed by the 
Rev. Samuel Clark, " Pastor of Bennet Fink," and 
first published in 1657, is here reprinted. 
Thb Fatal Vespers: a True and Full Narrative of 

thafSigtial Judgement of God upon the PapiatSt hy 

the fall of the House in Black friers, London^ upon 

their fifth of November, 1623. 

On the Lords day, October the twenty sixth according 
to the English account: hut November the fifth accordt- 
ing to the Popish account, went far and near, that one 
Drury, a Romish Priest (a man of parts and eminent 
gifts) would preach that day in the afternoon in a fair 
house in Black-Friers, London, whither all that would 
might freely come and hear him. 

Upon this report very many, Protestants as well as 




PapiBtSj SchoHars as well as others, aseeinbled thither 
about three a clock in the afternoon. That mansion 
house was now inhabited hy the French Ambassador; 
and the Sermon was to he m a Garret, into which there 
were two passaiifes : One out of the Ambasfiadors with- 
drawinEf room whieh was private, the other mora cora- 
iDon without the great gate of the said mansion house. 

Under this Garret was another large chamber which 
one R filiate, another Romish Priest, had hired for him- 
self: Unto whom Papists frequently repaired to hear 

t Mass, and make confessions. Under this room was the 
aforesaid withdra\ring chamber of the Ambassador: 
supported with strong- Arches of atone, being immediately 
over the entrance into the great house : And at the South- 
end of the Garret, and on the West-side thereof, there 
w^ere bed-chamhers» and closets which other Priests had 

I hired for themselvea; The bcd-chaaiber at the South- 
end, was severed from the Garret orJy by a partition of 
Wanscote which was taken down for tlic Scrnion time : llie 
length of the Garret from North to South was almost 
40 foot, the breadth about IG foot: The two aforesaid 
paBaag-ca met on one pair of stairs leading to the Garret 
which had only that one dour leadiDg into it. 

More came to this place than possibly it could hold, 
so that many for want of room returned back again : 
Others v/ent into the aforesaid Eedjfate.^ chamber, and 
tarried with him. The whole Garret, rooms adjoining', 
door, and top of the stairs were as full as they could 
hold. In the Garret were set rliaire and stools for the 
better sort: most of the women sate on the floor, but 
most of the men stood thronged together: In all about 
%0O, were there assembled. In the midst was a table and 
H chair for the Preacher. 

All thing thus prepared, and the multitude assembled. 
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abonttlirMacIocktbe e3n>ected Prnclier, hmag oat 
Sarptice girt about his middle witli a finen gbMe, and a 
tippet of «carlet on both his shoulders, same in, beinf^ 
attended hj a man that broo^t after him his book and 
hour-glass. 

As soon as he came to the table, he Icneeled down witii 
shew of private deyudon for a little while : then rising 
up, and turning himself to the people, he crossed himsdf, 
took the book (which was said to be a Rhemtui Tesia' 
ment) out of his mans hands, and the hour-glass being 
set on the table, he opened the book, read the Gospel 
appointed by the Romish Calendar for that day, being 
the twenty first Sunday SLfter Pentecost : the Gospel was 
in Matth. 18. 23, &c. The text being read, he sate 
down, put on a red cap over a white linnen one turned up 
about the brims : He made no audible prayer, buthaTing 
read his text, which was the parable of forgiving debts, 
he spake something on the occasion of it, and then pro- 
pounded these three special points to be handled, 

1. The debt we owe tt> God. 

8. The mercy of God in forgiving it. 

8. Mans unmercifulness to his brother. 

Having insisted some while on the misery of man by 
reason of the debt wherein he stands bound to God, he 
passed on to declare the rich mercy of God, and the 
means which God had afforded to his Church, for partak- 
ing thereof: Amongot which he reckoned up the Sacra- 
ments, and especially pressed the Sacrament of Penance, 
as they call it. 

When he had discoursed on these points about half an 
hour, on a sudden the floor whereon the Preacher and 
the greatest part of his auditory were, fell down with 
luch violence, as therewith the floor of the chamber un- 
der it, where Redyate and his company were, was bro- 



Iten down with it » so that hoth the floors j with tlie beams, 
g-irclers. jovcea, hoards* and Bceling^s, with all the people 
on them, fell down tog-ether upon the third floor, winch 
was the floor of the French Atnbaasadors withdravrin^ 
chamber, supported with stronjsr arches as aforesaid* 

There being a partition on the South- side of the mid- 
dle fhamher which readied up to the floor of the Garret, 
which was at the Northwest comer. Hereupon some 
throug-h amazement, would have leaped out at a window 
almost forty foot from the j^round: bot the people with- 
out, telling them of the certain danger if they leaped 
down, kept them from that desperate attempt ; at length 
hy hreaking a wall on the West side they discerned cham- 
bers adjoining thereto, and so by creeping through that 
hole into the chambers, tbey were saved: So were all they 
that stood on the stair head at the door leading into the 
Garret : For the stairs were without the room, and no- 
thing fell hut the floores, neither walls nor roof. 

Also amongst those that fell, many escaped ; for some 
of the timber rested with one end on the walls, and with 
the other on the third floor that yeelded not, and so both 
such as abode un those piecesj and sueh as were directly 
under them, were thereby preserved. Amongst the 
multitude thftt fell there was a Minister who (through 
Gods providence) fell so between two pieces of timber, 
as that the timber kept his upper-parts from crushing : 
andhotpebim by his clasping about the timber to pull 
out bis feet from amongst the dead corpses. 

Amongst others, the present preservation and future 
destruction of one Parker was very remarkable. This 
Parker was a factor for the English Seminaries, and 
Nunnes beyond Sea, especially at Camhre ; and be had 
fin dealt with tw« of his brothers here, that he had got 
from one of them a son, and from the otto a4.\iw^^At,x^ 
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send them to religious houses (as they falsly call ibem)^ 
beyond Sea. This Parker at this time took his Nephew, 
a youth of about sixteen years old, to the aforementioned 
fatal Conventicle, where i>f*Mry.preached : and both Par- 
ker and his Nephew fell with the rest : The youth thert 
lost his life, but Parker escaped with a braised body, 
being a corpulent mkn : yet so far was he from making a 
good use of his deliverance, that with much discontent he 
wished that he had died for his Nephew, saying, that 
God saw him not fit to die amongst such Martyrs, 
Many such Mart3rrs have been made at Tyburn for trea- 
son: Such are Romes Mart3rr8. But the preservation 
of the wicked, is but a reservation to future judg' 
ments ; for about ten days after, as this Parker was 
shooting London Bridge with, his foresaid Neece, whom 
he was conveying beyond Sea, they were both cast away 
and drowned in the Thames, Judge by this (O Parent^) 
whether God is well pleased with disposing your chil- 
dren to Popish education. 

Others there were that were pulled out alive, but so 
bruised, or so spent for want of breath, that some lived 
not many hours, others died not many days after. 

The floor of the chamber immediately over this, where 
the corps lay, being fallen, there was no entrance into it 
but through the Ambassadors bed chamber, the door 
whereof was closed up with the timber of the floors that 
fell down ; and the walls of this room were of stone, only 
there was one window in it with extraordinary strong 
cross bars of iron, so that though Smiths and other work- 
men were immediately sent for, yet it was more than an 
hour before succour could be afforded to them that were 
fallen down. 

Passage at length being made, I had access into the 
room (saith Doctor Gouge, the relater of this story) 
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and viewing" the bodies* observed some (jet but few) to 
be mortally wounded, or crushed by the timber : Others 
to he appareDtly stifled, partly wiih their thick lying 
one upon another, and partly with the dust that came 
from the seeling- which fell down. 

On the Lords day at nigbt when they fell, tliey were 
numbred ninety one dead bodies : but many of thein 
were secretly conveyed away in the night, there beings a 
pair of water staires, leiidin?^ from the g^arden appertain- 
ing to the house, into the Thames* On the morrow the 
Coroner and bis Inquest coming" to view the bodies found 
rernaiuing: hut sixty three. 

Of those that were carried away some were buried tn 
a burying' place within the Spftiitsh Ainbassadors house 
in lIMarn amongst whom the Lady IVeb was one, tiie 
Lady Blackdonen dauir-Iitcr another, and one Mistris 
/'Vff/ a third: A [aster Stoker^ and Master HartholametD 
Jinvin were huried in Bridrs Parish, Robert SuttoHt 
John Loccham, and Ahiguil Holjhrd, iu Andretvs 
HolOovH, Caj>tain Summers wife in tlie vault under 
Hiack' Friers Church, and her Airoman in the Churcli- 
yard. For the corps remain in [f, two great pits were 
digged, (me in the fore Court of the said French Ambas- 
sadors house 18 foot hmg* and 12 foot broad, the other 
in the garden behind the house 12 foot long, and eight 
foot hr<jad. Fn the former pit were laid forty four 
corps, whereof the bodies of the aforesaid flrury and 
Rcdyaie were two. These two wound up in sheets, 
were first laid into the pit, with a partition of loose 
earth to sever them from the rest. Then were otliera 
brought, some m somewhat n decent manner wound up 
in sheets, but the most in a most lamentable plight, the 
shirts onely uf the men tyed uniler the twists» and some 
Jinnen tyed about the middle of the women* the rest of 
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their bodies naked, and one poor man, or woman, 
taking a corps by the head, another by the feet, tumbled 
them in, and so piled them up almost to the top of the 
pit. The rest were put into the other pit in the garden. 

Their manner of burial seemed almost as dismal, as 
the heap of them, when they lay upon the floor when 
they last fell. No obseques of funeral rites were used at 
their burial. Onely the day after, a blacke Crosse of 
wood was set upon each grave, but was soon by autho- 
rity commanded to be taken down. 

When they were thus interred, thorough search was 
made about the cause of the falling of the timber : the 
timber of each floor was laid together, and the measure 
of the Summers that brake was taken. The main Sum- 
mer which crossed the Garret was ten inches square: two 
girders were by tenents, and mortaises led into the middest 
of it, one just against another: the Summer was knotty 
where the mortaises were made, whereupon being over- 
burdened, it knapped suddenly asunder in the middest. 

The main Summer of the other floor that fell was 
much stronger, being thirteen inches square, strong and 
sound every where, neither did the girders meet so just 
one against an other ; yet that also failed, not in the 
middest as the uppermost, but within five foot of one 
end, and that more shiveringly, and with a longer rent 
in the Timber then the other. For this chamber was 
almost full of such persons as coming too late, went into 
Rediatet chamber : Besides, it did not only bear the 
weight which lay on the upper floor, but received it with 
a sudden knock, and so the massie Timber shivered in 
two, and the people were irrecoverably, before they 
could fear any such thing, beaten down into the third 
floor, which was above twenty foot from the first. 

It's true we must not be rash in censuring, yet whea 



we see judg^mentg executed on sinners, jn the act of their 
tinne, when they are imj>iideiit and pre sumptuous there- 
m, not to acknowledjSfe such to be judged by the Lord, 
is to wiok against clear lijrbt, FsaL 9. 16, G&d is known 
btf the jud^ementx tuhieh he es^ecuteih. Shall Nebu- 
ehadnezzar^ while he h vaunting of bis great Babijlon, 
be bereft of bis wits ? 

Shall Herod^ whilst he ie priding- hiraself in the flat- 
tcritig applause nf the people, be eaten with wormn ? 
Shall Human, wbikt he is practising to destroy all the 
people of God, he hanged on a Galluws fifty foot high 
which be had prepared for Mordecaif Shall the house 
wrhere the Pkdistines met tog-ether to sport with JSamp' 
son^ fall upon tbeir heads ? Sball these and such like 
judgments overtake men in the very act of their sinne, 
*nd yet be accounted no judgments, no evidences of Godi 
revenging- Justice^ or signs of his indignation ? Truly 
then we may deny all providence, and attribute all to 
chancer But add hereto, that this fell out upon their fifth 
of Ncvemher, and it will be as clear as if written with a. 
Sun-heam, that the pit which they digged for others, they 
them selves fell into it. 

Doctor Gouge, who relates this story in his Extent 
•/ Gods Providence, thus wrltetb* 

I doe the more confidciitly puhlisb this History, bu- 
cause I was an eye-witnesse of many of the things tliereiti 
related, and beard from the moutba of such as were pre- 
sent at the Sermon, the rest. For upon tlie first beariug 
of the desitructittn of so many pemons as by that downfal 
Joat their lives, our Constahle presently caused the gateji 
of our precinct (it being surrounded with walla iviid gates) 
to be shut, and raised a strong^ guard from amongsit the 
iiihabitiuitSi to keep the hoiiae where this aCGident fell out* 
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and to prevent tumultg about it. Thus tbrougii tiie 
•fayour of the Constables, and Watcb, who were aU mj 
neighbours, I had the more &ee and quiet access to view 
the dead bodies, and to inform myselfe of all the mate- 
rial circumstances about that accident : which I did the 
rather because the bishop of London that then was, tent 
to me to inform myselfe throughly of all the businesse, 
lind to send hinsi a narration thereof under my hand; 
whereupon I did not only view matters myselfe, but 
caused Carpenter^ to search the Timber, to take the 
measures both of the timber and rooms. I was also pre- 
sent with the Coroner and his Inquest at their examining 
•of all circumstances about the business. And the Areh« 
Bishop of Canterbury sending to me to come to him, 
and to bring with me the best efidence I could, I got the 
foreman of the Jury, and four persons that were present 
at the Sermon, and fell down with the rest, but by Gods 
providence escaped death, and one that stood without 
the door, within hearing, but fell not, all these I got to 
go along with me to Lamhethy where I heard the witnesse 
which they gave to the Arch-bishop about this matter* 
One that fell with the rest, and escaped death, was Mas- 
ter Gee, a Preacher in Lancashire: two others were a 
ton and servant to a Citizen in Pater noster row: the 
rest were men of good understanding, able to apprehend 
what they saw and heard, and to relate what they coU'* 
ceived. 

PIMLICO — DERBY ALE. 

Derby Ale appears to have been held in some ce- 
lebrity in the metropolis, as early as Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign j for Sir Lionel Rash, in Greene's plea* 
f ant Comedy, intituled «' Tu Quoque" says, '' I have 
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eetit my daughter this morning as far as PimlicOj to 
fetch a draught of Derby Ale, that it may fetch a co-- 
Jour iDta her cheeks,*' 

THE CUKPOWPBB PLOT, 

^f any persons, of late years, have pretended to 
doubt the reality of the Gunpowder Plot, and inge- 
nious whisperings and surmises of a subtle character, 
which appear to originate with the CatholicSj have 
been spread abroad in order to invalidate the facts of 
the cocspiracy. The evidence of the Plot, bowe¥er, 
is most decisive ; and whoever ivill take the pains to 
pursue the enquiry tbrough all its ramilicatioDe^ ivill 
find so mauy collateral brancljes occasionally inter- 
weaving with the main stem of authentic history^ aud 
all combining to support tbe general fact, that i a cre- 
dulity alone would entertain a contrary belief.—One 
example of this kind of concurring testimony, is fui- 
Dished in a private Letter written by Lord Haring- 
ton, of Extooj in January^ ICOO, to his cousin, Sir 
John Hariugtoni and published in the 1st Volume of 
the " Nugui Antiquac," The former had been €h- 
trusted with the care and education of the young 
Princess Elizabeth, afterwards Queen of Bohemia, 
who, at the tine of the purposed destruction, was at 
his Lordship's residence, Extoo HogsCj ux Rutland- 
shir^. His Letter is as follows :— 
** Much respected Co sin, 

♦* Our groat care and honourable charge, entrusted to 
US by the Kin^ Majesty, hath been matter of «o mucii 



* 
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coneem, that it almMt effaced the attention to kjA or 
firiend. With Gods assistaiice, we hope to do onr Ladjr 
Elisuibeth such service as is due to her prineelj endoir- 
ments and natural abilities ; both which appear liioaweet 
dawning of future comfort to her royal father. The kle 
diviHsh conspiracy did much disturb this part. The ffiaf 
hath got at much truth from the mouths of the erew tiMia- 
selves; for guilt hath no peace, nor can there be guilt 
like theirs. One hath confessed that he had manj meet- 
ings at Bathe about this hellish design ; jou will do his 
Majesty unspeakable hindness, to watch in joor neigh- 
bourhood, and give such intelligence as may furnish in- 
quiry. We knew of some evil-minded catholies in the 
west, whom the prince of darkness hath in alUanee ; God 
ward them from such evil, or seeking it to othen. An- 
cient history doth shew the heart of man in divert fomst 
we read of states overthrown by craft and subtilty ; of 
Princes slain in field and closet ; of strange machinations 
devised by the natural bent of evil hearts ; but no pag^ 
can tell such a horrid tale as this I Well doth the wise 
man say, that f * the wicked imagineth mischief in secret/* 
What, dear cosin, could be more secret or more wicked? 
A wise King and wise council of a nation at one blow 
destroyed in such-wise as was now intended, is not 
matchable. It shameth Caligula, Erostratus, Nero, and 
Domitian, who were but each of them fly-killers to these 
wretches. Can it be said that religion did suggest these de- 
signs ; did the spirit of truth work in these mens hearts? 
How much is their guilt encreased by such protesting I I 
cannot but mark the just appointment of Heaven, in the 
punishing of these desperate men, who fled to our neigh- 
bourhood ; you hear they suffered themselves by the 
very means they had contrived for others. A barrel of 
gunpowder, was set on fire during the time that the hoim 
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ivas besieged, and killed two or three on the Bpot ; lo 
just i a the veng-eance of God ! I have seen ijome uf the 
thief, [conspirators] and think they hear an evil mark in 
their foreheads, for more terrible countenances never 
were looked upciiu His* Majesty did aometime desire to 
sec these men, hut said he felt himsdf sorely apall'd at the 
thought, and so forbare. I ainnotyet recoverdfrom the 
fever, occasioned by these diatnrbances. I went with 
Sir Fulkc (jrevPe* to alarm the nrisfbhonrhood, and sor- 
prtze the riliaina, wlio came to Holhach ; was out five 
days in peril of death, in f(Mr of the jj|Teat charg^e I left 
at home. Wyntert* hath confessed their desig-n to sur* 
prize the Princess at my house, if their wickedness had 
taken place at LoTjdon, Some of them say, she woud 
have been pruclaimed Qticeu, HcrHighneBg doth often 
Hay, *what a Queen should I have been by this means? 
I had rather have been with my royal father in the Par- 
liament-IIouse, than wear his crown on such coudition/ 
This poor lady hath not yet recovered the surprize, and 
ia very ill and troubled, 

**I hear by the mess eng-er from his Majesty, that theec 
designs were not formed by a few : the whole leg'ion of 
catholics were consulted ; the Priests were to piicify theh* 
Consciences, and the Pope confirm a general ahsolutiun 



♦ SirFolkeCrevillej afterwards Lord Brooke^ was basely 
aasassipaled at hia house lu Brooke Sfreet, lh>lbornt on Sep- 
tember ihe letj 1628^ by one of his own servaota, 

t There were two Winters, brothers^ concerned in the 
Conipiracy, Thomas and Robert, It was the former wbo was 
taken at llolbeach, in Staffordshire, after Pprcy and Catesby 
had been killed by hia side, and hi m^e If desperately vitoanded 
lie afterwards confesised his guilt* and diBclo»ed the i^arlicn- 
Ian of ibe Plot. 



far this glorious deed, so honourable to God and hit Tiolf 
reiigion. His M»jefity doth much meditate on this war 
vello us escape, and Weaves God for delivering hisfamily* 
and savtiijBf his kin£fdoni» from the triumphs of Sataii» 
and the rae^e of Bttb/loW 

SOMERSET QOTJSE AND PLACE — THE PROTECTOR 8EY- 
MO US STRANI> INX, ANO CHESTER INN. 

Somerset House derived its name and origin from 
Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, maternal undc 
to Edward the Sixth, and Protector of the realm 
during most of the reign of that yoathful Sarerergn. 
The advancement of his sister Jane^ (who had been a 
maid of honoar to the unfortunate Anne Boleyne,) to 
the bed aud throne of Henry the Eighth^ was llie 
" preparatory step to the elevation of her near rela- 
tionsj** and her brother Edward was created a vis- 
county on the Sth of Juuej 1536, about a fortnight 
aCtef the solemnizatjon of the royal marriage. He 
.was>at that time, one olthe King's body guards and liad 
been knighted in 1 523j for hi^ gallantry in the wa^s 
with France, by Charles Brandon, the chivalric Duke 
f>£ Suffolk. On the birth of Prince Edward, in 1537, 
he was made Earl of Hertford; in Janaary J 54 1-2^ 
he was elected a Knight of ihe Garter, and \vithin afew 
months, subsequently, he wa9 constituted Lord Great 
Chamberlain for life. The especial faTonr with wMch 
he was distinguished by King Henry, was even vir- 
tualiy extended to him after the decease of that mo- 
narch, and agreCfibly to the directions of his will. 
Henry died on the 28tb of January, 154C-7, and on 
the lat of Febroary, Seymour was appointed Governor 
t9 tlie King's peraoQ, andPiolwlcjt ui \k\%t^«!^\\abu\iV\l 
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his Majesty sbotild attain the age of eigliteen years j 
Ihe same *' being proclamjefl by iht tieralds, lu the 
usual public places, and with sound of trampetj 
through tb e c J t y of Lood on / * On t he 1 ih o f Fe bruary 
he was constituted Lord IVeasorer^ on the 1 fiih he 
was created Diikc of Somerset, and on the )7th he 
waa appointed Earl Marshal. On the 9th of July 
folio wingj the sdm of 8000 marks per aonntii, (or 
5333/. 6s, Sd.) was annexed to his oflice of the Pro- 
tectorate, duriDg life, 

The time at which this noblemao commenced his 
magniBcent palace has been generally bxed to the 
year 1549, but that he bad a residence on this spot 
still earlier, is evident from two of his avvu Letters, 
itill extant m the British Museum^ which are dated 
from Somerset Place ; the one on October the 26th, 
1547, and the other on the 19th of February, 1547^ 

0. S., or 1^47*8. The probability is, that the Duke 
commenced his new buildipg very soon after the latter 
date^ as it appears from a Hoil^ examined by Sir John 
Fenn, and partly commnnicated by him to Granger, 
the Genealogical historian, (who refers to it in his 
*' Letters/") and which proved to be *'' the Duke of 
Somerset's Cofferer s Account of all moneys by him 
received and disbursed to the Dnke*3 use, from April 

1, 1548^ to October 7, 1551/' that the entire cost of 
Somerset House, up to that period, amounted to 
lOjODH. 9i* 2d— By comparing that sum with the 
value of money at the present day, wc may form » 
pretty accurate idea of the splendour of the Protec- 
tor's Palace j and more particularly bo, from considet- 



jig 41 in refeienoe to the vrixrdi of BMm, wS^i^ik 
Afnuepoodeditipnof his ** Soi^c|»'*piiblii^iediail09, 
^i^|d«« it a '< large aad beaotifnl bouie, baft jt^vtSh 
Alilied." llie architect is sapposed to hm/m liesi 
John of PMua» who came to England in Ibe tdgKjd 
•^Henry the Eighth, and in an Office bQok,^piatoi% 
Walpole, is called ^'Deyizorof hisMijesry^ai 
iqg9>"— this being one of the first bniidingn i 
•irom the ItaliiUi ordens^that was ever^ erected in ttii 
country.* ". ? 

. .There were several bnildings pnlled doiwtf toaake 
iioom for the grand and capacious ^triictnae wUehAs 
iPake intended to raise: — 8tow> in his ao6ouMt4f 
.the Strand^ has thus described them in snoeeasMMu ' 

** Next beyond Anmdell House, on the street' sl^ 
was sometime a faire Cemitorie» or Church-yard, and in 
.the same a Parish Church, called of the Nativitie of omr 
Lady, [St. Mary] and the Innocents of the Strand; and 
jof some, by meane of a l^rotherhood kept there, called of 
S*. Vrsula of the Strand. 

** And neere adioyning to the said Church, betwixt ^ 
aqd the Riuer of Thames, was an Inne of Chancery, ciHB^ 
monly called Chesters Inne, (because it belonged to t^ 
Bishop of Chester,) by others named of the situatioiv 
Strand Jnne, 

^* Then was there an house belon^ng to the Bishop of 
Landaffe : for I find in Record, the 4. of Edward the d, 

* John of Padua was a contemporary of Holbeioi, In 1544 
be had a grant from the crown, during pleasure, of 2». per 
diem, which was confirmed to him in the Sd year of Edwatd 
*ie«xth, ;,.-.< 
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that a vacant place lying" neere the Cbnrcli of our Lady 

at Str*md, the said Bishop procured it of Thomas Earle 
of Lancaster, for the enhir^ing- of this house. 

** Then had yee in the hig^h street a fayre bridge, cal- 
led Strand Bridge, and under it a lane or way, down 
to the landing place on the banke of lliaToes. 

" Then was the Bishop o^Chesters (mminonly called of 
Lichfield and Couenfrie) his Inne, or London lodg:ingf, 
this house was first builded by Walter Lan|fton» Bishop of 
Chester, Treasurer of Engfland, in the raig-ue of Edivard 
the first. And next viito it adioyning", was the Bishop of 
Wore esters /««r.*— all which, to wit» the Parish of -Saiiii 
Mary at Strand, Straml /««?, Strund Bridge, with 
the lane vnder it, the Bishop of Chesters Jnne\ the Bishop 
of ff^orcesiers lime, with all the Tenements adioyning-^ 
were by cornmundement of Ed^Fard, Duke of Sommerset, 
Uncle to Etivrard the »ixt, and Lord Protector, pulled 
down^ and made leuell ground, iu the yeere 15't9. In 
place whereof, he builded that large and goodly house, 
now called Somtnerael House/'* 

Seymour states, that the site of St. Mary^s Church 
became a part of Ihc garden of Somerset House^ and 
he adds, that when the Protector pulled down ihe old 
Church, he promised to build a new one for the pa- 
rishioners, but his death prevented hia fulfilling that 
eDgagementf The Straad Bridge formed a part of 
the public highway; — and through it, according to 
Maitlandj. '' raa a small watercourse from the tields^ 



• *^ Surrey of London^** pp. 829^ 830 j edit, 1018. 
t « Hialory of LoudoHj" Vol, iL p. 68i, 



wbicbj gliding nlong & lane below, Iiad its ioUqx to 
tbe Thames near Somerset Stairs/** 

Chester's Inn, or Sirand Itjnj which first occurs la 
Stow's enuEneratian^ was one and the same building, 
but quite distinct from that, also called €kesier*s Inn, 
erected by Bishop Langton, with which it has been 
confounded by Pennant and other writers. The ori- 
ginal diocess of TJchiield and Coventry, wlnch^ exclu- 
sive of ita preseot jnrisdiation, comprehended the 
western parts of Yorkshire, the whole of Lancashire, 
tnd all Cheshire, was, for a considerable time, called 
the Bishopric of Chester, in consequence of Bishop 
Peter's rem oral of the episcopal seat to Chester, in 
the year 1075, That prelate dying in 1086, wa« 
buried at Chester. Robert de L'iraesey, the next 
Bishop, removed to Coventry, and died there in 1095' 
His successors returned to Lichfield, hot the three 
titles were still indiJTerently used to express the 
Bishops of that see. It w^as, probably, during these 
migrations that the Bishop's hotel, or residence, in 
London, acquired the name of Chesler^i Inn: it was 
also called the Sirand Inn, from its locality to the 
Strand on the river side. That building, in the time 



♦ « History of London," p. 739 ; edit. 1739. The preaent 
Sirand Lanej or Sh-and Bridf/e Lone, as it would ieem to 
have been called in Suype'a iitne, {vide ** Slow a Lfindon," 
B, IV. p, 11-7,) akirtstlic eattem, or garden side of Somerset 
Place, and forms a boundary between the parishes of St, 
Mary and St, Clement Danes. A I its Stain, which are still, 
as fomterlf , " a place of some note to take water at/' (ibid.) 
t# the ouilet of a irmall uudergrouTtd ^Ucaox. 
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cjf Edward tlie First,* or yet earlier, became an Ion 
of Chancery, and Occhve, the Poet, or Hocdeve^ as 
fee himself wrote it, was a student there in the reigns 
of the Henries IV,, V., and VI. It was a member 
of the Middle Temple j aad Sir Henry Spelman ac- 
quaints us» that it was the largest Ion of ihe kind 
belonging to any of the Inns of Court* t His affirma- 
tion is corroborated by an incidental notice of Stow, 
who says, that in the high street near the Strand^ 
*' over-against Ihe Bishop of Coventrie or Chester 
his honsej sometime stood a Crosaeof Stone, whereof 
I read that in the yeere 1294, and divers other times, 
the Justices Itinerants sate without London, at the 
Stooe Crosse, — and sometime they sate in the 
Bishops' honse, w hich was hard by the Strand, as is 
aforesaid."! The circumstance of llie Judges holditig 
Courts in Ches^er's^ or Sirand Inuj implies both extent 
and capaciousness. 



I 



* Hugh de Novant, BUhop of Coventry, purcljased a 
house for himself end his succeasora within the Cittf of Lon- 
dotitin 1198: he died in Ihe following year, h was after 
that purchase^ according to the very probable supposition of 
the lale Samuel Pegge, Esq, F. S, A. ibal the origiual Ches- 
tet^x Inn waa consigoed to the Society of the Middle Temple. 
Vide, " Ciirialia/" Part IV, p. S2. 

t " ReliquEe Spelmannianie/' p» 213. 

J " Survey of London/' p. 890 : edit. 1618. The Stone 
Crosti which Stow mentions as being *' liead-leas/"^ in his 
time, stoc^d on, or dear to the very place where, in subsequeni 
times, the May Pole was erected ; that i», opposite to the end 
of Little Drury Lene, on the ground now covered by (he 
weat end of the Church of St. Mary le Strand. 



The otiier Bishtfp^tf Ohesiet^s ffin/ai ii w«i oAti' 
or that f^Hibing the Prelatii^ Pklace of the Bee df 
Lichfield Und Coventry at the time of its deMoStkRi 
bjr the Protector, stood farther to the weet, and hid 
probably been erected upon the groond whkfc 9io(fiti 
iarnamed the Amner (Almoner) luid griKtad Md 
confirmed^ in the year 12579 to Roger de Mi^Bt|«r 
de Molend, Bishop of Chester^* for twenty .marfcf of 
iilver ; reserving^ however^ an annaal rentj payable 
at Easter^ of three shillings. In the deed isoaoendaf 
it^ quoted by Strype^ it is deittribed as lyii^ m thd 
highway of the parish of St Mary le Strand, iHthoat 
Londoib towards Westminster. The Episcopal leri* 
dence was bnilt by Bishop Waiter de Langton, who 
died here in the year 132h-«»Spelman saya, Kkti 
neither the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, nor Ihe^ 
Bishop of Landaff, had any recompense for their de* 
stroyed Palaces j but the Bishop of Worcester, 
Hooper^ who had been a Chaplain to the Protector 
Somerset, had a house granted to him in the White 
friars, as a compensation for his old residence. The 

land that was granted by Thomas, Earl of Lancaster^ 
» . .,■■■., , ■ I, ■ ■■ I ■** 

* The present Bishopric of Chester, which was ^* pared** 
of the See of Lichfield and Coventry, was founded byHewy 
the Vlllth, in 1540, when those of Oxford, Gloucester, Pe- 
terborough, and Bristol, were also erected ; but none of the 
liew Bishops had any episcopal house in London for many 
years afterwards. Although Spelman asserts that Chester 
HouTse was wrested from the See without any compensatioD, 
it 1$ stated in aMS. in the Cottonian Library, (Vesp. L. XIT. 9.) 
that the Bishop had in recompense the parsonage of Heo- 
bury, in Staffordshire. 
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(belieadcd at Poiitefract in tbe year 1322) for th^ 
enlargeroent of the Bishop of LandafTs boose, con- 
gisted of " fourscore feet in length and eight in 
breadth :^' — that upon which the Bishop of Worces- 
ter's Palace was built contained " thirty perches in 
length and four in breadth/' and had been obtained 
by John de Langton in tbe 13th of Edward 11,* 

Besides the places above mentioned, several other 
buildings were pulled dowQ to supply materials for 
tbo erection of Somerset House, These were the 
nave, aisles, and bell- tower of the Frhry Church of 
St. John of Jerusalem, at Clerkenwell j the Chapel 
called Pardon Church Haugh^ or Hawe, on the north 
side of St. PauFs Cathedral^ with the Cloisters sur- 
rounding it, (except tliQ east side,) f in which was 
painted Macaber's^ or Machabree's Dance of Death; 
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♦ Se& Strype't " Slow/' B, IV, p. 104, from the Tower 
Records. 

t In this I have followed DugtJale, (vide ^' Iliatory of St- 
Payl'a Cathedral;' p. 132; edit. i6&8,) yet Slow aays, that 
** the Chapel was began to be pulled down, with the whoh 
Cioystvie, the Dance of Death, the Tombes and Monuments, 
on the 10th of April, 1519 i so that nothing thereof was left, 
but the bare plot of groundj which is since converted into a 
gaiden for the Pettie Canons.^^-But thai ihe east side of the 
Cloiatet was not demolislied by the Duke of Somerset, who 
probably had left it standing on account of the " faire Li- 
braries" which had been built over it by Walter Sherjngton, 
U evident from another passage in Stow*s ace on iit> where, 
speaking of the Library, he atates, that *' it hath been well 
furnished with faire written bookea, in Vellam;— but few of 
them/' be adds, " do mw reniaine there,"— Vide, " Survey 
oi London,*' p, 616; edit, 16 IS. 
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« Chapd founded by Walter Sberyngton, Ch&ncelior 
of the Docby of Lancaster^ and a Caoon of St. Paul's 
in the reign of Henry the Vfth, near the north door 
of the same Cathedral j and the coatiguouis Charnd 
House and Chapel, on the saroe aide, which was pro- 
bably of very early foundation. Stow says^ (qnoling 
Reginald Wolfe, as his authority, in the margin) that 
the bones of the dead, which bad been " coilched up 
in a Charnell under the Chapel^ were convaied from 
thence into Finsbery field (by report of him who paid 
for the carriage) amounting to more thfin 1000 cart 
loads, and there laid on a moorish gronndj in short 
space after raised by soylage of the Citie to bearc 3 
Milles."* This indecorous disinterment and removal 
of the dead, was the occasion of exciting much odium 
against the Protector Somerset; and bis great enemy, 
the EarJ of Warwick, made it one of the means of 
accelerating his ruin. 

Notwithstanding the language of Stow, as given 
above from hia "^ Survey of London/' there is reason 
to question the strict accuracy of his account in regard 
to the demolition, by the Protector, of the Charnd 
House of St. PauVa, for in his " Chronicle/* after 
speaking of the Cloister, &c, he aaysj '* Also the Char- 

* Ibid. p. 621. Some dwelling housea, warehouses, and 
shedfi, for Booksellsra, were afterwards erected upon the &lUs 
of the Chamel House. Du^dale says, that the Chapel stood in 
ihc very place where a Statiooer^B houae atid shop, viz. the 
■igu of the Rgh^^ is now situate ; havinij under it a vault, 
wherein the bones, taken out of sundry graves in the cimeterie 
were, with great respect and care, decently piled togieiher/* 
Vide '' IJisL ot St. PawVfl," |> .123 v eA\v. \^%, 
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nil lioDSe of Pauk^ wttli the Chappel tliere^ (after the 
tombes and other monuinents of the dead were pulled 
downe^ and the dead mea^ bones baried in the iieldse) 
were coaverted into dwelling houses and shops,"* 

It is not a little remarkable, that in the proclama- 
tion issued by the Lords of the Privy Coaacil, on the 
8th of October, 1549, (on which day they had as- 
sembled in Guildhall) against the Duke of Somersetj 
previously to his arrest, they charge hira with " en- 
riching himselfe," and bailding " sumptuous and fair© 
'^ booses, " daring *' all times of the wars in France 
and Scotland, leaving the kings poore souldiers unpaid 
of their wages. "t Those words most, doubtless j have 
had a reference to Somerset House, 

After the attainder and execution of the Protector> 
who was hcheaded on Tower Hill, Jan, the 22d, 155 2-3, 
Soraerset Place devolved to the crown, and was con- 
ferred by the King upon his sister, the Princess Eli- 
zabeth, who resided here during her short visit to the 
Court in the reign of Queen Mary. One of her last 
visits, wliilst a Princess, was on the 25th of Febru- 
ary, 1557-8, and it is thus mentioned by Strype. — 
" The lady Elizabeth came riding from her house at 
Hatfield to London, attended with a great company 
of lords and nobles and gentlemen j unto Her Place 
called SomersEi Place, beyond Strand Bridge » to do 
her duty to the Queen, and on the 28lb she repaired 
unto her Grace, at Whitehall, with many lords and 
ladies. "J 



• "Chronicle," anno 1549, p* 1024; edit. 1600. 

f Ibid. p, joia. J f'McraomV ^tcNoXAVv.^. \K^< 
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One of the first acts of Elizabeth's justice, after her 
accession to tbe crovvrt^ was the creating Edward 
Seymour, (the Doke's eldest soa by tbe dowager 
Ducbess of Somerset,) Earl of Hertford, aiid restoring 
to bim a considerable part of his patriraoDial estates j 
but Sonderaet Pluce does not appear to have been in* 
doded in the grant, for thoogh it was the residence 
of that noblemaTi during a short time, it was assigned 
by Elizabeth, at different periods of herreign, for the 
reception of various ambassadors from foreign coun- 
tries. The Queen afterwards lent it to ber kinsman, 
Henry Carey, Lord Hunsdou, K, G< (her Lord Cham- 
berlain) whose gnest she occasionjilly became, and 
who died here in the year 1596. fn Lord Burghley's 
*' Notes*' of this reign, printed at tbe end of Mars- 
deii*8 State Papers, is tbe following singular passage, 
'* Feb, 1566-7. Cornelius de la Noye^ an Alchymist, 
wronght in Somersei House, and abused many in pro- 
mising to convert any inetali into gold/' 

On Elizabetb^s decease, it appears to have become 
a jointure-house, or dotarial palace, of tbe Queens' 
Consort > of whom Anne of Den mark, James the First 'a 
Qneen, kept a splendid court here, which, according 
to Arlhnr Wilson j '* was a continued Mascarudo, 
where she and lier ladies, like so many Sea-nymphs, 
or Nereides, appeared in various dresses, to the ra- 
vishment of the beholders/" From this occupancy, 
and from the visits of the Queen's brother, Cbristian 
the Fourth, King of Denmark* it obtained the saroe 
QiBmmark House ^ and Bauderaon says, it was called 




J 



-so at tiie Queen's own desire, from the nape of ttiat 
kiiigdoin whence she had her birth**'* 

Arthur Wilson, who, in Liis " History of King 

Jaraea," generally calls this mansion " the Queen's 

Palace in the Straud,*' states, (under the year 1(JI0) 

that her Majesty affected to call lier Palace Denmark 

House, in compliment to her biother, but that the 

I appellation chiefly obtained among her own domestics 

and dependenta. Strype, on the contrary, says, that 

I the King appointed it to be called Denmark House in 

I 1610, after being feasted here, on Shrove Tuesday, 

by hb royal consort ^ by whom, he continues, *' this 

house was much repaired and beautified and improved 

by new buildings and enlargements :— she also brought 

hither water from Hyde Park in pi pes/* f 

DnFniler reniarks, with his accustomed qiiaintness, 
that this edifice was so tenacious of the name of the 
Duke of Somerset;^ ** thougli he was not full f»ve years 
possessor of it, that it would not change a Duchy for 
a Kingdom, when solemnly proclaimed by King James, 
Dejamark House, from the King of Denmark lodging 
thereiD, and his sister, Queen Anne, repairing there- 
of*'* J— The remainSj bothof that Queen, whodlod at 
Hampton Court in 1618, and of James himself, who 



• Vide/* 11 1 &t Dry, &c, of Mary, Queen of Scotland, and 
King James I.** p. 4T5» 

t Strype*fl ** Stow/' B. IV, p. 105. 

X Vide " Church History/* B. VH. p. 410; B. VL p, 357 ; 
irnd B. XL p, 1 19, The aame writer, speaking of Lhequarreli 
for precedency between ibe Duchess of SoniETset and the 
0owa^r Queea, Catharine Fair,'who bad married the Lord 
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died at Theobalds in 1625^ were bnwgbt to this {Nhi 
lace before their interment in Westminster Abbey: 
the King's body lay in state here from the 23d of April 
tiU the 17th of May. 

Pennant says, *' The back front and the water-g*ti 
were bailt from a beantifal design of Inigo Jomi^ 
after the year 1623," bat it may be qoestioDed whether 
those were not the new buildings spoken of by Strjpeis 
having been previously raised by Anne of Denmirk. He 
chapel, which Pennant states was began by Joaei a 
the above year, and afterwards finished, was '• intended 
for the use of the Infanta of Spain, the designed 
spouse of Charles 1. when Prince of Wales; bnt, on 
the failure of that romantic match, it served Cor the 
uses of the professors of her religion.*'* 

After the marriage of Charles the First with Hen« 
rietta Maria> daughter of Henry the Fourth, of France, 
and Mary deMedicis, Denmark House was fitted npfor 
the Queen's particular use, and by a grant dated Fe- 
bruary the 15th, 1626, it was settled on her for life» 

By the marriage articles, extraordinary concessions 
were made in favour of the Catholics, and there can 
be no doubt of the match having been agreed to on 
the part of the Romanists^ with the covert design of 
effecting the restoration of Popery in this Kingdom. 



Admiral Seymour, observes, that '^ the train of the Queen, 
and the long gown of the Duchess, raised a dust which put 
out the eyes of both their husbands."—" Worthies," iind»r 
Wiltshire. 

• Vide, «* London/* p, 155; edit. 179*. 
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The Qaeen wis not only allowed to have, herself, 
the free exercise of the " RomaD Catholick-Apostolick 
Re%ioD/* but all her children were to be broaght up 
in the saine faith, and under her own direction till they 
were thirteen ^ears of age* She was to have a chapel 
in all the royal palaces^ " beau ti Bed with decent or* 
nameDtSt'* and, also^ in every place in which sht 
might reside in the King's domloions* A Bishop of 
her own faith was to be her almoner, twenty-eight 
priests, or ecciesiastlcs, were to serve in her chapel> 
and ail the regalars araong them were to wear the 
habit of their orders the domestics of her household 
were to be French Catholics** 

Under the antbority of those stipnlations, this man- 
Bion became the very focus of Catholicism, and a con- 
vent of Capuchin Friara was established here by the 
Qneen, The great encouragement thus given to the 
Papists, had a most important bearing on (he unhappy 
dissensions between Charles and his Parliament, which 
terminated tn the Civil War;, and so early as 1028, the 
House of Commons J in a particular Remonstrance to 
the Klngt complained of the number of families that 
attended mass at Denmark House. The fermout was 
much increased by the coming to England of the 
Queeij's mother in 1638, (who was lodged at St. 
James's J the open practice of the Roraish worship by 
the two Queens^ Uaviug made many proselytes, espe- 
cially amoDg those of rank and consequence. — The 





ifbr] 

IW Ci|li«fic 

tibe Sken& do asms iJLe altar, %34 sscli ondBxcf j 
iiii3ig!em» aad bobbboIs €if idolatry.^ are in the chapel 
aad cioi'jasrerj there, to t-e J: ■ % - J At d e i^Aine 
time the Frian were mwiMndcd to dqpaii tke Ip^*- 
d^ '< witbiB a BOQth^** but that oiderhfuriiigifffL 
diaobe^, the House of Commoiis iinrai^-iceioliiQi 
09 the |3thofliardi, 1642-3, that the. Cam^ 
,j|^ takie» into mtody to be '' sent into Fnmippr/* ^ 

* r ? . ' ' ' . ' ■ — ^ '■ : — ' — rr 

* The lathleif design to coerce the people^ and depiife 
them of theic rigbti bj force of arms, must unqoestioii^bljy 
have been entertained before tbe Qaeen's departare, pi tl|e 
crown Jewelf would not bave been intrusted to her ebaiget 
To tha axceMivebigotry of Henrietta-Maria, and^ tbe gteit 
influence fthe bad obtained over the King's mind, must be 
atcjibad ^coptiderable part of tbo$e despotical proceedingsy 
w hi<;h> dSMrvedl/i brought him to the block. . ^ . . z 



that, *' tlje Earl of Warwick ghe directions for a 
ship for that purpose." On the same day, also, hU 
the vestments and ntcnsils bclonginij to '♦ the altar 
nnd chapel in Somerset House,** were ordered " to be 
forthwith Imrnt," and *' the Commitrce to examine 
further for Pope's bulls, by whose authority this Con- 
vent was estabjishcd, and by whom procured." Wliat 
the issue of ll»at inquiry ivas does not appear * 

* From the canous Extracts given in Faj^tje*!! '* Curialia,** 
P. iv. from a manuscript ** lnvef>tor_v of the Phitp, Goods, 
Pictures, Statues^ Regalia, &'c. of King Charlps the FiiBt, as 
taken, appraiseff^atiif sold at tlve several Royal Patacea," &c, 
in the Library of the late Mr, Gou^h, it appt^rs, tliat afuon:: 
ihe ** Chappel Gmh, at Somera&t House/* was " One cope 
and two shoulder pieces of damask^ Irlmtaed with jHroltl,*' 
valued ai 51.^ "Two pieces for the altar suitable," vabipd 
Bt 8^. 10#» ; *' A cope of while damask," at 9£. JOjt, ; ** A cha- 
lice cover of embroidered stiiin,** at 5t. ; " Another of black 
«atin,wilh Death's bead," at 2L lOs.j ** Ten wafer baggs,*' 
at 2L 10*. J ** Thirteen BOiplicos*" at fil. j " A great Vkise of 
Terra SigiUaia, or Backroe Earlhj" and other vesseU of the 
tame substance, valued at SOi, ; " Five perfuming pola,^ at 
10^. ; ** A curious ivory cup/' at AL j and various paintiug'i. 
of the *^ Magdalen, Mary and the Child^ Mary and Joarph, a 
Pope in while satin/* ilc. l^hat of Mary aad Joseph was 
valued at 20L, and one of the Ma;;?daiens at 10/.; but ihe 
Pope J probably in contempt^ was o sit muted at one shilling 
oaty,— Of the Goods nnd furniture nt *' Denmark House/' as 
appraised in AuguJ^t, 1649, the artni hany;\it^s Qud tapestrtf 
appear to have been of g^reat value. The state bedis, pa- 
vUlions, canopies, cloths of state, carpet s^ mantles, Table-. 
)ineu» &c. ivere also particularly rich ; one of the beds, of 
French satin, finely embroidered, was appraised at 1000/. 
There wercj //iep/se, nomerous vuluable pVctVLteft ^T^.^ ^X^Va^t* 

VOL, tn, L 
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In the year 1650» an Act was passed for tbe sakof 
the ^* HononrSf Manors, and Lands, heretofore be- 
loDgiDg to the late King* Queen, and Prince,'* for the 
payment of the Army ; and nnder that act the follow- 
ing tenements, &c. '* belonging nnto Somerset House," 
(but which had been granted in the 17th of James ths 
.First, to John Villiers, Viscount Porbeck, brother to 
George, first Duke of Buckingham, for 99 yearn, " if 
the siud Viscount should so long live,*' at the yearly 
rent of I0s„) appear to have been sold. 

« The Three Bells, in the parish of St* Mary4e- 
Savoy, let on lease by King James* in the 4tfa year of 
his reign, 13s. 4d, 

The Sugar Loaf, in the same parish, let as aforesaid, 
20f. 

The Gun. Idem, 26$. Sd. 

The Prince's Arms. Idem, and Golden Lion, 26s. Sd. 

The Three Pigeons. Idem, 26s, Sd. 

The Feathers, adjoining to Somerset House, as also 
the White Horse. Idem, 26*. Sd. 

The Golden Fleece. Idem, 2Gs. Sd. 

The Pyed Bull ; as also the Goat. Idem. 2os. Sd. 

hjrc, but many of the former had been brought from tbe Pa- 
laces at Whitehall and St. James's. Among them was the 
Madona, by Raphael, valued at 2000/., a Sleeping Venus, by 
Corregio,at 1000/., and many by Titian, And. del Sarto, Julio 
Romano, Guido, Corregio, Georgione, Palnia, Vandyke, and 
other artists of the first celebrity. In the few instances in 
which the pictures are mentioned as sold, they always pro 
duced more than the estimated value; as in the instance of 
(' The grand Venus di Pardo," by Titian^ which was appiai«ed 
ut 5001, but produced 600/, 
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Tiie Mitre Tavern, and the Red Lion,* hy lease from 
Qtieeii Elizabeth, 16*, Srf. 

The Mortar and Pestle, let b j King James on a lease, S3i. 

The Chequer. Idem, id Strand Lane, 13jf, 4^1, 

A HmiRe adjuiniti^to the Chequer, in Strand Lane, 
in the pansb of St. Clement Danes ; nat on lease, 16/. 

Thr Sugar Loaf, Idem, 26s, Sd, 

The Golden Ball, bj lease from Queen Elbabeth' 
IBs Ad, 

The Golden Ball. By the Viscount Purbeck. if he 
so Ion g^ lire, a Pepper corn. 

The SuirarLoaf, SJl, 

The House adjoining to the Sug^ar Loaf j let by Queen 
Elizabeth t tig-ether, 15.?. 

The Ploucrh \ let by King^ James, 23». Ad. 

The Bird-in-Haod : let by Qtieen Elizabeth, 2Ss. Bd. 

In April, 1659, Ihe Commons resolved that So- 
merset House, with s^ll iti3 appnrte nances, should be 
8old for the partial discharge of the great arre4ars due 
to the army, and Lndlow states (** Memoirs/' p. 
258,) that it was soltl foi' 10>O0O/., except the cha- 
pel : U wo old seem J however, that the restoration of 
King Charles prevented the agreement from being ful- 
ftlled. That this palace had been hitherto preserved, 
ivas owing to circumstances which are thus detailed 
in the second volume of Walpole's " Anecdotes of 
PfliDting." 

'■ Somerset House had a narrow escape, during" that 
lust of destruction, of which an account is preserved 

♦ It ifi remarkable J that ihe Red Ztoii, which ia nearly op- 
posite lo So mu net House, is the only one smong the signs in 
the above list wbich now reroainfl. 
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. bAri 

iBi 

to fracne ■• HI cpicrof Ae Hone if Pben to czcnne 

tkidg«fc] 

tetfsg Wan tviee aa Aider frvsi Ae bte vsiifped J 
fortdfiof tbefaidbcoie; botwe preTBiMso^ tiiatwe 
•tin g^oC order to ezenqit the Qapd from bein^ mU, 
wUeli broke the dedl|^ of ^ose wfao liad boi^lit Ae waaA 
lioafte, wlio tbooglit, ibr flieir improTfment, to bare made 
% itreet from tbe gfariea tbronfffa the groand the chapel 
•taiidfl OD, and m up tbe back yard to the great street of 
tbe Strand* bj ^nXHing down the said chapel.** 

Tbtt manffion was freqnently osed for the state re- 
ception of tbe remains of deceased persons of high 
rank and birth preTionsly to their interment. The 
Protector, Oliver Cromwell, who died at Whitehall 
on tfie dd of September, 1658, was removed luther 
on the night of the 26th, and on the 1st of Novem* 
ber be was laid in state in the great hall,* ^' and re» 
presented in effigie, standing on a bed of crimson 

^ Liidhw'B " Memoirt," p. M4 •. eA\l. \t^\»-ATs:\^ ^^\m^\ 
Ut Soaioraei llouie, on July \Vie ^\^t, \^^^» 




velvet, covered with a gown of the like coloured vel- 
ret J a sceptre in h»s hand, and a crown upon his 
head/' He ivas buried in Westtninster Abbey on 
the 23d of the same month, his funeral l)eing solem- 
nized with extraordioary poinp aud pageantry* Lud- 
low statesj that the folly and profusion of this dis- 
play so provoked the people, that they threw dirt, in 
the night I on his escutcheon that was placed over 
the great gate of Somerset House, 

After the Restoration of Charles the Second, So- 
merset House reverted to the Queen Dowager, Hen- 
rietta Marlaj who returned to England in November, 
1 G(50, On the following 2d of Janaary she went to 
France with her daughter Henrietta, but coming back 
in July, 16C2, she ** took up her residence at Somer- 
set House/' on which occasion the poetCowiey wrote 
some courtly verses in honour of this edihce* Waller, 
likewise, soon after oi't^red bi$ adulatory incense at 
the same shrine, with the title *' Upon her Majesty's 
new Bnildiugs at Somerset House," in which flattery 
has so far exceeded truth, that be ascribes to her the 
whole design and honour of tlie buildings with the 
almost impious compliment of its rising at her com- 
mand, like the Jirst Creation, His words are^ — 

** Constant to Eticfland ia your love, 
As birds are to tkeir wonted grove ; 
Th(*' hy rude hands their nests are spoil" d. 
There, the next spring, ajfain they build.^ — 

** But what new mine this work Rupplieg? 
C:;n such a Pile frum Rtuiis rise ? 
This }jke the lirst ('reatiun Rh(iw%» 
As if at your Command it rose.— ^ 
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'.^LetforaiffapriiwetTsiiilylKMit ' 
Hie rade effects of pride and eoet* 
Of Tuter fiOiricke, to wliidi tkej. 
Contribute nothini^ but the pajr* 

** This, hj the Qoeen henelf det^*d» 
GKret oe * pattern of her mind: 
The ttate and order does proclaim, 
Tl>^ g^^ of that rojal dame.^ 
Each part with just proportion frac*d»^ 
And all to Budi advantage plac*d» 
That the fair yieir her windovr jields* 
The town, the riTer, and the fields, 
Snfring, beneath as we descrj. 
And wonder how we came so Ugh. 

<< She needs no weary steps ascend* 
All seems before her feet to bend ; 
And here, as she was bom, she lies 
High, without taking pains to rise/' 

Waller's was a venal pen, it could alike compliment 
the Parliament^ the Protector, and the Monarchy. 

In the recently pnblished ^' Memoirs of Samuel 
Pepys, Esq. F. R. 8.*** comprising his diary from 
1659 to 1669, which was lately decyphered from the 
original short-hand Manuscript in the Pepysian Libra- 
ry, at Cambridge, are innumerable anecdotes of the 
profligate court of Charles the Second; and among 
them is the following, peep into the presence-cham-* 
berof the Queen Dowager, in 1662. 

" Sept. 17th. Meetittsf Mr. Pierce, the chyrurgeon, 
he took me into Somersett House ; and there carried me 

* Printed in two volumes, 4to. J«iie, 18S5. 
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into the Queene-MoOier's presence-chamber, wbcrc she 
was with aiir awn Queen e sit tin cr "n her left hand, 
(vvhom I did never see before,) &nd tbou§-h she be not 
very charming', yet she hatlt a g'ooJ, modesti and inno- 
cent look, which is pleiiHing; Here I also saw Madame 
Castle mai tie, and, whii;!i pleased me most, Mr. Crofts, 
the kind's bastard [afterwards Duke of Monmouth,] a 
most pretty spark of about fift«eri years old, whot 1 per- 
ceive, do hi%u^ much upon my Lady Castle maine, and is 
always with her : and, I hcAr, the Queenes both arc 
inig"hty kind to him. By and bye, in comes the King, 
and soon the Duke and bis Duchesse ; so that, they be- 
ing all together, was such a Right as I never could al- 
most have happened to see with so much ea^eand leisure. 
They staid till it was dark and then went away ; the 
King and his Quecne, and my Lady Castlemaine and 
young Crofts, in one coach, and the rest in othercoaches. 
Here were great stores of great ladies, hut very few 
handsome. The Kin^ and Queene were very merry ; 
and he would have made the Queene- Mother believe that 
hie Qaeene was with child, and said that she said so. And 
the young Queene answered* * You lie ;* which was the 
first English word that I ever heard her say : which 
made the King very good sport, and he would liave made 
her say, in English, * Confess and be hanged.* ''* 

It is recorded of the Queen Dowager^ that on re- 
eDteriug Somerset House she penitently exclaimed^, 



• Speaking of *' public matters** under the date Dec. 3 lit 
the same writer remarkff, — " The Qaeene-Mother h said to 
keep too great a court now ; and her beings married to my 
Lord 3t> Alban's is comniDnly talked c»f, and that they had a 
pBoghter betireefl them m France r-^h^w trae^tlQ^VxvQ^*'' 



«< K lli»d.lMmiii-thrtmper d^tii^ 
ywri fmt m well: m I d» no^, i hmd ac fs^r' b w a 
•U^ tolMip» da^lMoM;*^ bot JMtftop Kemietfr COD* 
JMtaiwt thst both hxT return and licr diedimtion 
worn BerB-difegmses of her real derigot and ■«bA' 
OKBts, which nKimateiy pointed to the FO-eatabEsh* 
tt0iit<^PkpaLdomination } her prooBedings^to emf/kif 
the Bifhop's Iaiigaiige» shewing her to be '* noraa 
dMi^itor of France than a QiiecB-molher of E^^ 
land^ Botwhateref weraheractnlioteBtionr,lMr 
ategr ia thia oonntrf waa boI qaite tfate jeaiw; Ibr, 
on theMth of Jase« li66^ (ostonaiblr on aoeoont 
of the- plegiMiy bot nore probaUj ftont chagrin attlni 
Anr progress of VkfiBtj) she embarked for Urane^ 
and dying at St. Cobimbe, near Fari^ Angnat the 
1 0th, r669» in the 60th year of her age, waa interred 
at St. Denis, t 

• kennett's ** Regbter," p. SttT. 

t Lndlow states (?ide his '' Memoirs," p. S76) thai tba 
Queen, accompanied bj her daughter [Henrietta Mana]'aBd 
JTermyu, [Earl of St. Alben's, her Master of horse and se- 
cond husband] reianied to Fmnce during the noise of a 
pretended coDspiiacy against the restored goTerhment, whSch 
had been, forged as a pcetext for ariesling Major Central 
Overton, Colonel Desbon>vgh» and di¥ei» otbera of tha 
late parliamentary officers. She *' grew weary of England," 
he says^ from' having found that ** her continual inteieessibaa 
toperanade her soa to remove tbo ChaioeeJloff Bff^fnta 
bia councils^ affected notbiar-" Her daaghtar, who isaa 
married ia 16^1, to Philip, Duke^ of Ofleaa^i. hrolheff In 
Louis XIV., came to England in 1610, om a aaefit eaihamgr 
to Charles the Second, to pmfiBT la that paaaiaond I sii^ r af 



After tie decease of Monck> Duke of Albermarle, 
at tlie Cock-pitj Wliitehallj on the 4th of Jniiuary, 
J 670/ bis reflaaijjs were^ by the King's comniaiidj 
removed to Somerset House, and **^ there placed for 
loaay weeks in royal state/' His funeral, which 
look place ou the 30 th of April, was couducted with 
greater pomp than had ever before been conferred 
upOQ a subject^ and he was bo r led in Heury tlie 

the French court, whatever assistance he might r^aire it> 
eatabibbing sm aljaoltilc moDaTcliy on Llie rains of his coaa < 
try's freedom- She landed at Dover on the 15th of Bay> ift 
the above year (haviDg inberftuiie the meretricloys Madaote 
Queroyalle, afierxvaida one of the royal concubinc^^ and 
Duchesd of Poitamouthj) and was met thereby her brothers 
the King and the Duke of York, " and stayed (vide EepiD, 
vol. II. p. B37,) above a fortnight^ amidst continuml pleasure 
and diversions.*' On returning to France, ihe met with a 
gracious reception from the French Kihgi but the Dnke of 
Orleonji, her husband/' trays Ludlow, (" Memoirs,'' p# 425J 
** eithpi upon suspicion of her too great familiarity with lier 
brother, or of some other galkntry, to which she was not a 
[ittle Inclined, did not shew himself so well contented with 
her ncgocialion. However it wns, she being at St* Qoud, a 
palace bdonpo* «o the Duke» a few w«ek» after her return, 
having taken a glass of lemonade^ or other cooling liquor, 
was suddenly seixed with such violent convulsions that she 
died at two of the clock the next morning.*' It was the cur- 
rent opinion that she was poisoned by the Duke's orders, by 
means of a dose of sublimate infused in a glass of Succory 
water, which was given to her ab€>ut four o'clock in the af- 
ternoon of the l&tb of July j she died about tea hours after- 
ward*. 

• Nan Clargesi the Duke's relict, died on the ISd of the 
fame month, in the same place. 
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Sefentb*! Chapel^ with erery honoortlwri; of rcgaBty.* 
It was the oomsmDmate hypocrisy of thw ouoi'thtf 
produced the restoratioii of the* SliMrts ; thai led to 
the judicial morder. of many of the bravest of the 
PtaiUuiieiitariaDS ; aod thatreadJeredi in* itsconfle' 
^pieDces> the Rerolutioa imperioos and necessary. 

For sereral years snbseqoently to the above period, 
this mansion was little oocopied, iHit in October, 
lj677rtbe Prince, of Orange, afterwards WlUiam III.^ 
resided here for a short, period prior, to his marriage^ 
at St. Jianies*s» on the 4th of Novembert with the* 
Princess Mary, eldest daiigliter of the Dolce of Yorkj 
and it was, probably, the place of thmr joint resi- 
dence after the anion, till they embarked for HoUand, 
on, the 2 1 st of the same month* 

In October, 1678, Somerset House became the 
reputed, if not the real scene of the mysterions murder 
of Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey, which is attributed to 
the Papists connected with the chapel establishment of 
Catharine of Braganza, Charles the Seeond*s Queen 5. 
to whom this mansion was destined, contingently, as 
a jointure house,, and who was occasionally lodged 
here when Charles's gallantries had rendered it in« 
compatible for her to be resident at Whitehall.f On 
the King's decease in October, 1685, she removed 
hither entirely, and kept her court here till the 30th of 

* Monck was buried at the King's expense : tfa^ wbote 
ceremonial of his funeral has been engrayed on a number of 
laige plates. 

t Pennant's « London/* p. \W, . - , 
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>2, when she departed for Portiigal, leav- 
I of her palace to tlie Ear! of Faversham, 
edto inlmbit it till after the decease of the 
ager in 1703* That Queen, like her pre- 
inrietta Maria, had a small establishment 
13 here : they had a good library, as ap- 
[jne of Bagford's MaQuscriptSj atid proba- 
d the apartments on the south side of the 
id the New Friary in the annexed ground 

5 Old Friary is pre&tuned to have been 

6 of the Capuchins in Henrietta Marians 



lyr rather Dtomej as appears by the initials 
niij) describing this edihce about 1/20;, 
■tately piles of new brick houses on botli 
Sterset House, much eclipse that palace/* 
ince from the Strand, he continues, "is 
square courtj garnished on all sides v^itU 
e-stone buildings, and at the front h a 
I stone pillars, which snpport the build- 
pavement of free stone : ivbich said 
into the great hall or guard room, and 
r rooms, ascended up by a large staircase 
ns of state. Besides this coo rt there are 
ones, whicb are descended towards the 
nous stairs of free- stone. The outward 



ind plan was copietl rrom aa CDgraving in the 
lade from a Surrey of '* Dennmrfc Ilooie/' 
d to Mr, Nichols by the late Mr. Go ugh,) which 
« be<n taken in Ociober, 1706* 
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bfttily of tbia ctnrfe vpfjfmjm by a view frDm thi 
Wilar^ hayfag « gooJ froat, aad » wost plfMiittt gjtt 
d«i, «rbicb raw to the water lidk.. Mafe. w a ati w ud 
if a large yard adJoiniBg to tbe Safoyji mada «aa pf 
fer tbe coMdirhoaae and attMat ^ al the botUMa aC 
irilucb are tiairs madi aaed by watciwea^ thia baiqf 
a nctol |»la<;a far laniiag aad taldog watar at.'^ Tba 
wf^eff*gata> an ampraiiriata atcadnva ia mikk 9Hft^ 
pticHy aoBkd alagaace wara bfeadedi awMi acna^aaaJNri 
wiUnkafigoTQior Tbaiaes aad i»i V i»A ia tha aaa< 
Iraof tliewatergardaawiMi»aatalt|B«. Tbepria^ifMl 
garden was a kind of raised terraoej (aaceod^ by 
steps Iroat tbe aiatcr sadaw) ia pbkb Ihera waa a 
large batifi» onee digaifiad with a faa»laia> Tb4 
groand waa hid oot la pactanas, aaav the aaglaaaf 
ivhicb atalnes were plaoad ; one of thea»* a Marcaryi 
ia brass, bad been appraised^ in 1649^ al 500k 

la tbe early pert of tbe last oeatary^ Somerset 
Hoase was ocacasioaaily appropriated to oMsqaerades 
and other court entertainments ; and Addisaa> la 
tbe ** Freeholder,'* mentions one that was gWen 
here in tbe year 171 6» in bonoar dt tbe iHrtb pf tba 
Arch<dnke of Austria. lo George tbe Second's 
reign, William^ Prince of Orange, resided here a 
short time previously to bis marriage in Marcb» 
1734, with the Princess Royal ; and, on a like oc? 
casion, the hereditary Prince of Brunswick became 
an inmate prior to his nuptials in January, 1764, 
with tbe Princess Augusta, sister to bis late Majesty 

• Stjype's Slow, a IV. p 112. - 
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George the Third. In April, 1763^ a splendul fete 
was given here by Government to the Venetian Am- 
bassadors, who then made their public entry, and 
were entertaioed several days in thia mansion. 

The time hnd now nearly arrived when the fad- 
ed glories of old SomeTset House were all to 

1 vanish in a new and more sumptuons building, de- 
signed for public porpo^es^ and truly worthy of 

[ti great nation. For a few years, however^ before 
its final dissolution^ the royal apartments were 

^consigned by his hte Majesty to tlie use of the 
Royal Academy 3 which had been Incorporated In De- 
cember, 1768, and in the May following opened its 
first exhibition in Pall Mall, Shortly afterwards tlie 
Academy removed to Somerset House, whicli tlitn 
became the residence of the late G. M. Moser, E^q. 
the first keeper. The stJite of the buildings, imme- 
diately previons to their deinolition, will be seen 
fro in the following accoant, which has been chiefly 
derived from the *' Vestiges/* of Joseph Moser, Esf^. 
(a relation of tlje above gentleman), with which the 
pages of the Enropeaa Magaaine were so frequently 
enriched in the early part of the present centuiy. 

At the extremity of the royal nfmrtments* which ndght 
he termed s€mi-raodcrn, tw^o large folding doors cun- 
nected the architecture of Iniga Jone^^i with the ancient 
structure j these opened into a hng gallery, im the first 
floor of a buiMing which *icrtipjed one side of tiie water 
garden ^ at the lower end of u hith w^^ an father "allery, 
or suite of apartments, which made an angle forming 
the original front towards the river, •au^^'s^atv^vw^.Vv 
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lonf shut up, and reputed fca be haunted* When opendl 
hj the directions of Sir William Chambers, the long g-aU 
I cry \rag observed to be lined with oak, in email p»nnel% 
the heierbts of their tnouldinp had been touched witJl 
gold ; it had an oaken floor and stuccoed ceiling, frot^ 
which still depended part of the chains, &e. to whic| 
had hung' chandeliers : againat the sides Fome sconce! 
still rcrnuined. From kp veral circumsta rices it was evidenl 
that this gallery had been used as a hall room. 

The furniture which had decorated the royal apart- 
ments had, for the convcniency of the Academy, an4 
perhaps prior to that establishment, been removed tei 
this and the adjoining^ suite of apartiuents. It wai 
extremely curious to observe thrown together, in thf 
utmost confusion, various articleSt the fashion an4 
forms of whifh shewed that they were the productionB oC 
different periods. In one part wTre the iTstig-es of i, 
throne and canopy of state ; in another, curtainii for 
the «iudience chamber, which bad once been crimsoa 
velvet, fringed with gold, hut, except in the deepeat 
foldsj had faded to an olive colour. All the fringe andf 
lacc» but a few threads and spauglcs* had been rippcJ 
off ; the ornaments of the chairs of state demolished,! 
and stoitls, couches, screens and fire-dogs, broken and! 
scattered about in a state of derangement, which mighlj 
tempt a philosopher to moralize upon the transitorj^ 
nature of sublunary splendour and human eujuymcnts. 

In the suite of apartments which formed the othc^ 
side of the angle frontiog the Thames, and which had 
been adorned in a style of splendour and magnificence cre- 
ditable to the taste of the age of EdvFard the Sixth* part 
of the ancient furniture remained, and indeed, from th«^ 
stability of its materials and construction, might ha^ 
remained for eentuneii bad proper attention been paid 





LONDINIANA, 



159 



ta its preaervation. The audience chamber had been 
!iun|^ with silk, which was iu tatters, as were the ctii^ 
tainSi g^ill leather covers, and pairited screena. In thm 
and a much long-er room were numeruns articles which 
had been confusedly renioredi from other apartment* ; 
aomc of the sconces, thoug-h reversed, were still ag-ainut 
the hang-in ^"8, and one of tbc liniasgilt clmndelitfrs still 
depended frotn the ceilioj^. Passing* througfh these 
rooms, a pair of doors, with tliffirulty opened, g-ave ac- 
cess to an apartment upon the first floor of a small pile 
which formed a kind «f tower at the end of the old 
building ; and the internal part of wliich was unques- 
tionably the work of Inigo Jones, This bad been used 
as a breiikfaat or dresbing- room by Catlmrine, the Queen 
of Cliarlc? the Second, and bad more the appearance of 
a Bmall temple than a room ; it was of an octagonal 
form, g.nd the cciilng^ rose in a dome from a beautiful 
cornice. There appeared such an elegant simplicity in 
the ardiitecture, and sur b a truly attic g^race in tlie or- 
namentSt that Sir William CbamberB exceedingly reg'rel- 
ted the ncceBsity there was for its diIapi<lation. The 
figures painted upon the pannels were in fresco; the 
ornaments under the surbase were in their beig-bts touch- 
ed witb g-old. The few articles uf furniture that re- 
mained here were in the antique style, and there were 
several pictures upon the ground. From this room a 
small door opened upon the staircase, and on the g-round 
floor was an apartment of an octag-onal form, lined 
entirely with marble, in the interior closets of which 
were a hot and a cold bath. 

The general state of Somerset House, its mouldcriug 
wall* and derayed furniture, broken csisements, falling 
rooft and the long^ range of its uninhabited and uninha- 
bitable apartments, presented to tbe mxA m ^u^^^ 



t^oagh floomj cdtonrt, & eoMet plMttre^tboce dl^ 
ti|^Art6d 'CfttilcHiy XM inraiits lyf •^tecDvi vM ami^|icIisAb> 

wUdh hst^ to algfUy Vuttltt|fllltD6d xtktl IrauiJiiicM Of T^ 
eekit times ;-^'4]ie tHndfaig irtairt» daik gitfleikt, laHf 
, mrcades, cdAs and dungeons, Mthejndfl^'liiiiTe been 
termed, " impemoiis to the solar Ibeam,** dt fhe amdevt 
parts of tUs bulking were, indeed, iboKt admtrabfy 
ada|M»d for scenes of a terrific and doleful diaraeter, in 
wiucb ghosts and gleaming torches, banditti, morderers, 
covled'friars, and shiieldng virgins, might bave thread 
the niazes of its gloomy precincts in all tbe ^ppli]Xto|; 
.grandeur of the creations of a Radcliiflfie, 

<« maldng niglit horrible.** 

In the year 1761/ the aecond of his late M^esty, 
"Somerset House was settled on the Queen Consort^ 
in the event of her surviving the King ; but in April, . 
1775, in consequence of a royal message to both 
Houses of Parliament, it was resolved, that *' Buck- 
ingham House, now called the Queens Hous^^*' 
should be settled on her Majesty in lien of the for- 
Bfier, which was to be vested in the King, his beirs 
and successors, *' for the purpose of erecting and eetab^ 
lishing certain public offices.'' An Act was, conse^ 
quently, passed on the 26th of May, in the same 
year ', and shortly afterwards the building of the present 
magnificent pile was commenced from the designa,-aDd 
under the superintendence of the late Sir Williiun 
Chambers^ Knt. Comptroller-General of his Majes- 
ty's Works. Extensive, however^ as the buildings 
are, the original plan has never been fully executed, 
gnd the eastern side \% nHe|^\ie« '«a&ni»lied« Bit 
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jadging from what wa» said by tbe Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in tbe House of Cotnmons, in May, 1825* 
it seems highly probable that a few years will wit- 
ness the long wished -for completion of this fabric. 

Tbe following descriptive parttciilar3 of tbe stat« 
and progress of this edifice were laid before the 
House of CouitMons oo the 1st of May^ 178(}j by its 
architecti Sir William Chaoibers, 

** The building' which faces the Strand U now almost 
coTopletely finiabed r it extends in front 133 feet, ia 61 
feet deep, and has two wings, each 46 feet wide and 42 
feet in depth, the whole being seven story hi^h ; u faced 
with Portland stone, built with bard Grey stock bricks, 
Russian timber, and the best matcriEils of ull kinds ; and 
is covered, part with copper » and part witli lead and 
Westmoreland slate, 

** Ail the front a of this strocture are decorated with 
a rustic arcade basement, a Corinthian order of columns, 
and pilasters, i^nricbed windows, balustrades, statues, 
masks, medallions, and various other ornamental worku, 
necessary to distinguish this principal and most con- 
spicuotJs part of tbe desig-n ; which being in itself trifling 
when compared with the whole, reqtiircd not only par- 
tieular forma and proportions, but likewise some profu* 
si on of ornaments to mark its superiority. Decorations 
too have been more freely employed in the vestibule of 
entrance, and in all the puhlic apartments of this build- 
ing, than will be neceswary in the remainder of the 
work ; because the vestibule opens to the nutst frequent- 
ed street in London, is a general passage to every part 
of the whole design ; and the ajjartmenta are intended 
for the reception of nseful learning^ and ^^K'Ajt v!s\\* 
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where, it is hamUy presnmedy specimens of elegiaee 
should at least be attempted. 

*' The work just described forms the upper part [or 
northern Bide] of a larg^e quadrangular court* being in 
width 210 feet, and in depth 296 feet, which is to be 
giUTouttded with buildings 54 feet deep and six stories, 
high> containing the Navy, the Navy Pay, the Victual* 
ling^i and the Sick and Hurt Offices, the Ordnance Of- 
fice, the Stamp, Salt, and Tax Offices, the Surveyor 
General of Crown Lands, and the Offices of the Dutchies 
of- Lancaster and Cornwall, also the Offices of the two 
Auditors of imprests and the Pipe, the Treasurer's 
Remembrancer, the Clerk of the Estreats^ and Comp* 
troUer of the Pipe, with various apartments for secre* 
taries and other persons whose residence in their several 
offices has been Judged convenient for the public service. 
All these buildings surrounding the said court are now 
raised two stories high, (excepting at one corner where 
the old pahice yet standing has prevented it,) they have 
two floors laid on, and the third story carried up to a 
considerable height on all, the which forms the bottom 
of the court, and at the same time makes a considerable 
portion of the great river front, which, when finished, 
is, according to the general design, to extend in length 
800 foet. 

** Tliis work is likewise all faced with stone, is built 
of tlie best materials, in the most substantial manner 
possible, and set on brick foundations, a great part of 
them laid in the bed of the river, with various expensive 
but necessary precautions, and others sTmk through loose 
made ground, ten, twelve, and even sixteen feet deep. 
The greutest part of the vaults too, surrounding the areaa 
of this large quadrangle, are turned, as also a great part 
»f the cross passage of communicatiou from the area* 
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on one side to those on the other, which are all built of 
hard g^rejstocks, with stime plinths, necessarily set in 
most partij on very deep brick foundations. 

** Besides the progress made in the extensive works 
already mentii»ned» the foundations are laid, at a eon- 
side rable expense, in the riYer» for the cmhaukment, to 
the extent- of *t38 feet, by a wiAih of 4(5 feet, upon 
which is raised a rustic granite basement, 13 feet 7 inchcis 
hi^h, with a range of arched stone g'alleries ami apark- 
mciitft built thereon^ all to the same extent, and at this 
time raised in some parts to the height of IS feet 1 inclit 
and in others to the height of 28 feet, having- one floor al- 
ready on, and the centers ready to set for turninyf the 
arches which are to support the street of the terrace. 

'* The hniiding now erecting on the site of Somerwet 
House is of a very nnconiraon kind, unusually extensive, 
intricately complicated, and attended with many and 
great difficulties in t!ie execution, whence it w^as at first, 
and is eren yet, impossible to form an exact estimate of 
the expense. As far, however, as the architeet's jndg-e- 
ment and experience m buHiness can gitide him, he thftiks 
it will certainly not exceed the sum of 250,0001." 

This latter paragraph furnishes another instance of 
the frequGQt inaccuracy of an architect's estimates 
for public works ; for by an account given into the 
House of CommoDS io March, 1790, it appeared 
that 3'34,703l. had already been expended on Somer- 
set House, and that 33,5001. was estimated to be 
still wanting to complete the {Structure* The east 
sidCj including the eastern teraitnauoti of the river 
front, is still unfinished* 
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Altogether, the bnilding expenses of tbie edifies 
amounted to more than hall a million sterUng. The 
Strand, or northern^ front is composed of a nutie 
basement, supporting a range of ten three-qnalier 
Corinthian colomns, over the entablature of whidi. 
In the centre, is an attic, and on each side are bahis* 
trades. In the basement are nine large arches, the 
three central ones being open, and forming the en- 
trancOf or vestibule to the quadrangle : the others, 
on each side, are filled with windows of the Dam 
order, which are crowned by entablatures andpcdi^ 
ments rising from pilasters. On the key-stones of 
the arches are sculptured, in alto^reUevOt nine colos- 
sal masks, representing Ocean, and the dgbt great 
rivers of England, namely, the Thames, Humber^ 
Mersey, Medway, Bee, Tweed, Tyne, and Severn, 
with appropriate emblems. Within the intercolomnia- 
tions over the basement, are the windows of the two 
principal floors -, the lowermost of which are orna- 
mented with pilasters, entablatures, and pediments 
of the Ionic order : on the tablets which occupy the 
frieze of the three middle windows are medallions in 
basso-relievo, of their late Majesties, and his present 
Majesty, when Prince of Wales. The attic extends 
over three intercolumuiations, and is surmounted by 
a group of the Genius of England and Fame, support- 
ing a large shield, crowned, and sculptured with the 
arms of the British Empire : four colossal statues, in 
senatorial habits, with the fasces in one hand, and 
the symbols of Justice, Truths Valour, and Tempe«- 
00/ iiespectively, in the olUtr, &\aii4 ou ^^^oXala^ 
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in front of the attic^ which is thus separatefJ into 
three dLvisioos, those at the sides havitig elliptical 
windowSj eoriched with festoons of oak and laurel. 
A strong and handaome iron railing exteods along 
the whole front, next the pavement. 

Withio the vestibule is a carriage-way^ and two foot- 
ways ^ separated by two ranges of Doric col am nsj which, 
with their eotablatures, support the vaults j on the 
latter, are sculptures from the antique, &c. Here, on 
the east sidCj are the entrances to the apartments of 
the Royal Society, and the Society of Antiquaries, 
and on the west side, to those of the Royal Academy : 
over the central door-ways are the busts of Sir Isaac 
Newton, and Michael Angelo Buonorotti, executed by 
Wilson, in Portland stone. 

The inner front of this division of the building, 
consists of a corps de logis, and two projecting wings, 
the achitecture of which has a general similarity 
to the northern front, but in the central part pilasters 
are used instead of columns: statues of the four 
quarters of the globe oroament the attic, and over 
the centre are the British Arms, supported by Marine 
Gods, holding a festoon of netting, filled with fish 
and other marine productions. Over the columns 
of the wings are ornaments composed of antitjue 
altars and sphynxes, which are judiciously contrived 
to screen the chimnies. On the key-atones of the 
great arches, masks are sculptured, intended to re- 
present the Lares, or tutelar deities of the place. 

Immediately in front of the vestibule, within the 
great qoudranglGj close to a deep VJdVYiJ^^ itt^^/v 
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fine slattie, in bronze, of his late Majesty, George the 
Third, leaning opon a rudder, and behind are the 
prow of n Roman vessel and a couch a ot tJon, At the 
foot of the pedestal J is a colossal figure of Neptune^ 
also in bronze, in a reclining position, leaning upon 
an orn : at his back is a large cornncopia. 

The bold and raaasive character of the east, west, 
and south sides, of the quadrangle, corresponds with 
what has been described, but the central parts are 
varied. That on the souths displays an eDriched 
entablature, supported by four columns and foi^ 
pilasters of the Corinthian order, surmounted by 
vases and naval trophies. Within the tympanum of 
the pediment, connected with a lofty cupola which 
surmounts the middle part of the roof on this side, 
13 a large hasso-relievOj representing a sea-nymphp 
drawn by sea-horses, and guarded by Tritons, sup- 
porting the arras of the British Navy. On the other 
sides are small towers, with clocks. 

The Thames front, which is composed more in the 
Venetian style of architecture, has an aspect of supe- 
rior grandeur, particularly when seen from the water, 
and though still unfinished, it derives, from its ex- 
tent and elevation, a majestic greatness of character, 
far exceeding that of any other edifice in the metropo- 
lis. It consists of a centre, and two wings, judici- 
cioiisly diversified by columns, pilasters, pediments, 
&i\ and at the extremity of the buildings, which form 
111** quadrangle, arc spacious archways, opening from 
race to Somerset Place on the west, and on 
*t to the carriage way cit ^\l wt ended umCorni 





LONDrNlANA. 



167 



^n^e of houses, ihe ground for wliicfi ib at present 
occupied as a builder's yard, in the employment of 
the Board of Works, The terrace, wliich is about 
forty feet in width, is skirted with n balustrade, and 
forms a beautiful proinenade, commanding a fine pros- 
pect of the neighbouring parts of the river^ with the 
bridges of Waterloo, Westminster, and Dlackfriars.* 
This embankment rise^ from a continued arcade 
of massive rustic work, having a great arch, or 
water-gate, in the centre, ornamenled with a colos- 
sal mask of the river Tliames, in alto-relievo , When 
complete^ the entire nnmber of wrcliea will be twenty- 
ihree, the eighth of wliich, on each side, from the 
great arch, forms a iaiiding-place lo the warehouses 
under the building. These latter arches are flankerl 
by projections and rustic columns, and surmounted 
hy enormous figures of conchaut lions, in Portland 
stone, between eight and nine feet iii length, 

'J'herc are two ranges of offices, on the east, west, 
and south sides of this building, below the general 
level of the quadrangle, anfl one on the north sjtle. 
Generally speaking, all the o dices are appropriately 
and coDiujodiously fitted up^ und those in wliich the 



♦ II is highly lo be regretted thai this grand and health- 
ful lerrtice is not more readily accessible to the public, 
than it naw is; for however ihetr rtgM to ad mi aa ion may be 
diftputeiJ, Ihcy have certainly a strfmg cfatm to be allowed 
acceis whenever it would BOt interfere \ritb the odicial bu- 
siseas of the e«tabli[$hment. Wiih a proper arrang^ement, the 
terrace might be open lo all decent persotxt, svt^ ^\. «\^\ 
hoars daUVf nj(Jjout die least deU'iiTitnl Vo ^t\^ o\x^. 
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'!*«•• Victim J« Office. oJ^Sr^***^" 
«»<* Docby of r '^°*' on the east ,!^ .^ ^■»y 
f^'y-the three r«-"^> ''•« Comnlli, "'^^ "^ 

Somerset Chapel fortr T"'^ ""lers to ^ 
»'•'>' accord Jto^;*p^ ^'ebnitioo of dL^^ 
"P«ned on the 1 J^.. ,^'*»'''"''««J ritoa^ ?* "-**'- 
appropriate? ^ ^'^^PriJ. in tw ' ""d ''» Was 
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This aocient chapel of Somerset House was finally 
closed io 1777. Previously to thisj in June, 1764, 
the nomination of the Chaplain was surrendered by 
Dr. Terrickj Bishop of London and Dean of the 
King's Chapels, to the then Lord Chamberlain^ Earl 
Go\?er, who imraediately granted a warrant for the 
officiating preacher, the Rev, Dr. Lewis Bruce, being 
sworn in Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeaty for 
Somerset House, wlih an annual salary of 100/- 
Mr. Bruce had been appointed preacher there in 1741, 
but no salary was allowed whilst the appointment 
continued vested in tlie Dean» Several of the chil- 
dren of Lord Henry Beauclcrk, who had apartraents 
in old Somerset House, were baptized in the chapel, 
between the years 1/43 and 174^, The burials, of 
whici* there were but fourteen between 1 720 and 1 777, 
were all by warrant from the Lord Chamberlain's 
Office. Many persons of rank are recorded among 
the marriages herCj* of which the most known as 
public characters, are Moses Da Cosia married to 
Rachael Mendes, otherwise Da Costa, in January^ 
Soame Jenyns to Eliz, Gray, in February, 1754 ; and 
1747 J Robert Travis, to Miss Catharine Gunning of 
Somerset House^ in May, 1769, 

PAHDON CHURCH HAUOH AND CEAPEL, ST. PAUl'S. 

THE DANCE OF DEATH, 

On the north side of St. Paul's Cathedral, " east- 
ward from tUe Bishop's palace/' was a quadrangular 
plot of ground, environed by *' a great Cloyster," 
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called Pardon Church Yard, or Haugh, witliin the aiet 
of which was " a faire Cbappell/' founded io the 
reign of King Stephen^ by Gilbert Becket, Pmrt- 
grave or Port-reve of London, (father of the smiei 
Archbishop Becket,) for his own bnrial place* The 
Chapel was rebuilt and dedicated anew to St. Asnei 
and Thomas of Canterbury^ by Dr. Thomas More« 
or Moore^ who was Dean of St. PaoVs from 1406 to 
1421> in which latter year he died^ and waa buried 
in its Cloisters, of which Stow says, ** he waa either 
the first bailder, or a most especial benefactor there- 
unto.*'* He also commenced a chantry here for tjiree 
priests^ for the perpetual celebration of his anpnal 
obit, &c. which was perfected by his ezecntora. A 
fourth priest was added in the eighth year of Henry 
VI. anno 1429, for like purposes, by the last will of 
Walter Cakton, citizen of London ; and some addi- 
tional lands were bequeathed to the same chantry in 
1442, by Helen Slile^ widow, for the maintenance 
of an obit for herself and her late husband. This 
chapel, with three sides of the Cloister surrounding 
it, was demolished to supply materials for the erec- 
tion of Somerset House, as stated in the preceding 
account of that edifice.t 

In the Cloister *' were buried many persons, some 
of worship and others of honour ; the monuments of 
whom in number and curious workmanship, passed 
all other that were in that church.** | Upon the 
walls too " was artificially and richly painted, the 

• " Survey of London," p. 615 : edit, 161ft. 

f Vide pp. 137, IS8. t StoVs " S^ne^?* V* ^^^ 
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Dance of Machahray, or Dance of Deaih^ com m on- 
ly called Ibe Dance of Pauls ; the like whereof was 
painted about S. Innocents Cloyster at Paris ; tlie 
metres or poesie of this Dauce were translated out 
of French into EtiglisU by John Lidgate, Monke of 
Bury : the Pictarc of Death leading all Estates [was 
executed] at the d is pence of Jenkyn Carpentefj in 
the reign of Henry the Sixtli/'* 

This Dance was engi'aved by Hollar, and his print 
is attached to some copies of Dngdale*8 ^' History 
of St. Pauls/' in the Appendix to which Lydgate's 
verses are inserted, but those verses instead of be- 
ing a mere translation from the French, were both 
altered and amplified by the English poet War ton 
thinks that Hollar's engraving was copied from a 
wood-cut prefixed to the same verses in Tottell's edU 
tion of Lydgate, pnblished in 1554.f 

The original colloquial Terses of the Dance of 
Death are reputed lo have been written byaphysi* 
cian_, named Machaher^ a German, in his own lan- 
guage J and he probably derived his ideas of the sub- 
ject from the painted represcDtations of the Dance, 
which began to be prevalent in churches and religious 
edifices about the iatter part of the fourteenth cen- 
turj^ if not earlier. 

Previously, however, to the Dance of Death thus 
beeopaing a subject of pictorial art^ we learn from 



♦ " Survey of London/' p. 616. 

t Vide " NQtefl'*ou Spenser's '* Fairj Queen/' voL ii. p* 

117. 
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WartODi that it tised to be represented in a kind o! 
Splriiueil Mas^u^rade^ by BccleBiastfes habited h 
person and character ^ and as thns aeted^ it is alluded 
to m the Fisions of Pierce Plowman, written perhaps 
as early as the year 1350.^ It was afterwards paint- 
ed on the waits of Tarioas bnitdiDgs in different parts 
of the continent J m at Minden^ in Westphalia^ be* 
fore 1383 ; in the portico of St. Mary's Chnrcb, tn- 
beek^ about 1 463 i and at Dresden^ Leipsic^ Annabel^, 
afid other places. The most celebrated of tbese 
paiotingf of the Death- Dance^ which was at Basils 
in Switzerland, wa* for a long period attributed to 
Hann Holbein, and Pennant, by terming it the '* fa- 
mous painting'' of that artist, baa highly contributed 
tn oictend the error ; yet Walpolc, or rather Vertue, 
Trhose valiiiible collectioos form the basis of the 
'' Anecdotes of Painting/* has rendered it evident, on 
the gronnd of chronology^ that it conld not hare 
been execnted by Holbein, it having been painted 
some years before his birth. So far was the alfresco 
representation at Basil, from possessing the merit 
eommonly assigned to it, that the late Dr. Moore, 
speaking of its faded colours and dismal gallery, de- 
scribes the '' plan of the piece as so wretched^ that 
the finest execution conld hardly prevent its giving 

• Vide ** History of English Poetry,'* vol. ii. p. 54, notes. 
Warton farther states, that this Procession is meutioned, at to 
the time of the year and the particular day of the solemnity, 
in the < Quotidien Office of the Chute V printed at Paris, in 
1579, 8vo. 
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disgust/** The immediate cause of this representa- 
tion at Basil, is stated by Walpole to have arisen 
from the plague, which raged there and carried off 
people of all degrees daring the fifteen years' sitting 
of the General Council at Basil, which began to meet 
in 1431. On the cesMtioB of that calamityj the 
painting was executed on the walls of a Cloister, 
both as a memorial and a warning.f The earliest date 
assigned for the birth of Holbein ia 1495, 

Prior, who, poet-lil^e, gave countenance to the 
prevailing iiction, thus alludes to this piece in his 
" Ode to the Memory of Colonel Villiers r — 

Nor aw*d by foreHight, nor misled by chance, ^ ' 
rmperious Death directs his ebon lance, / 

People's great Henry's tomb^ and leads up Hoi- £ 
bein'8 Dance. } 

In the painting within the Cloisters at the Church 
of St. Innocents, at Paris, the colloquial stanzas be- 
tween Death and his victims, written by Machaber, 
were depicted with the figures; and from those staaaaSj 
which were afterwards translated into Latin and 
French, the English versification was first made 
through the medium of the French language. 

It appears from Weevcr that the Jenkyn Carpenter, 
at whose expense the Dance at Pauls was executed, 
was Town-Clerk of London, in the eighth of Henry 
the Sixth, anno 143Q, and also one of the executors of 



• ** View of Society and Manners/* &c. voh j. p. 5-17: 
<^it. 1779. 
t Vide ''^ Anecdotefl of Painting,*^ ^q\/i* ^A1^* 
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the eekbfatai S^r Rkliafd WkiitiBfton/^* He wtSi 
therefore, a peiBos oi oooditjon and affloeoce, sn4 
aj be contiiined io office until i438, in which year 
the Pestilenoe cucteoded iu mrafes lata this co^ntrr, 
iritii the additt(m of a f^Biiiie; it seeing prol^bk tbat 
Ifl havicf this appaJltiig^ Dance paurtrayed i© the new 
Gloi*ters sit St, Paal's, he w^ mCtna^tjcd bf the same 
jDotires as tnBacnced the inhabit an ti of Basil, and 
that it was eicecnte^ both as a memorial a&d a moral 
le&Bon- This far-famed piece odd sis ted of a loig 
train of all orders of Mankind j from the Pope to the 
ireiy lowest of the apecles ; each %iire baring for a 
partner the spectral personification of Death, who 
was represeuted leading the sepnlchral Danee> and 
shaking the last Sjinds from his waiung hour-glass, 

PARDON CHURCH-YABD^ CLERKKNWBI.I., 

When the direfol Pestilence which breaking oot ia 
the East Indies and Tartary» spread itself westward 
through every conntry on the globe, and at length 
reached Elngland, in the seventh year of its progress, 
it " so wasted and spoyled the people that scarce the 
tenth person of all sorts was left alive ; and the 
dead were buried io fields and waste grounds, the 
church- yards becoming inadequate to contain tbem."t 
This calamity began at London about the feast of All 
Saints, 1348, and it raged with more or less violence 
till the year 1357* During that interval several 

• Vide " Funeral 'MonumeoU/' p. 379. 
i SlOMiV " ChroaiQle," p. 385.; edit. 16QQ^^ 
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pieces of land, without the walls of the city^ were 
p\ircliased by benevolent individuals and assigned for 
burial places, Amnng them was the waste land now 
forming the grounds of the Charter House, wherein 
upwards of aOjOOU huraan bodies, who had perished 
by the plaguej were in one year consigned to their 
native dust.* That ground which had been bought 
for the purpose by the brave Sir Waller Mannvj in 
134!>, adjoined on the norths to a smaller plot called 
No Man's Land, which had been purchased in t lie 
preceding year by Ralph Stratford, Bishop of Lon- 
don, and appropriated to a similar use. The good 
Bishop inclosed it with a brick wall^ and " budded 
thereupon a proper Chap pell {' which, in S tow's t!me, 
bad been enlarged and made a dwelling house ; and 
*' this burying plot/* Stow continues, " is become a 
faire garden, retaining the old name of Pardon Church 
Yard J' 

Our historian states further^ that after Sir Walter 
Manny hud established a raonasteiy of Carthusians, on 
the spot before mentioned, in I371jhe gave the monks 
'* the 3 acres of land, lying without the walls, on 
the north part, betwixt the lands of the Abbot of 
Westminsterjund the lands of rhe Prior ofSt, John j 
which 3 acres being purchased, inclosed, and de- 
dicated by Ralpb Stratford, Bishop of London, as is 
aforea hewed, remained till our time by the name of 
Pardon Church-Yard^ and served for burying of such 
as desperately ended their liveSj or were executed for 
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felonies, who were fetched thither tisiially in a 
cartj vayied ftver and covered with blacky havi 
plaine wli'vte crosse thwarting, and at the fore-ei 
St» John*s crosKe without, and within a bell rbgtD 
by shaking of the cart, whereby the same might b 
heard when it passed : and this was called the Ffitr 
C&rij which belonged to St. John's^ and hud the 
vilege of Sanctuary," 

The exact spot distingnished by the appelktk 
of Pardon Church- Yard j it is now perhaps iinpos* 
ble to ascertain, but the writer has ererj cause! 
believe that it was on the north side of WiJdertiess BjOv 
near the bottom^ within a hondred yards of St* John 
Street, and that the dissenting Chapel now standin 
therej waa erected within its area. He has likewii 
been informed that many human bones were dugu 
when the foundations were laid for the present housi 
in Wilderness Row, in front of the chapel just mei 
tioned. 

Mr. Pegge, in his '^ Curialia,*** speaking, of th 
burial-place, and of the information concerning 
detailed by Stow, observes,—^' we may hence infe 
that the burial-ground belonging to St. Paul's Churcl 
of the name of Pardon Church Yard, was of ll 
same nature, and appropriated for the reception < 
such whose lives came to the like unhappy conch 
sions, and whose bodies were interred with simih 
ceremonies." 

The same gentleman adds, in immediate referen< 

* Vide Part iv. page 40. 
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to Ibe last- mentioned burial-place, the fallowing par- 
ticulars. 

'* This however is not all that we have to say. uheii 
wc revert to the spirit uf the preceding times ; fur at this 
period sumc secrets nf the grave were laid open, hitherto 
practised by the Rumanista, and not suspected by the 
Protestants. 

'* It seems to have been a itiattcr of prufane concern 
iu that a^e to the Mother Chiirch, that the stjula of the 
unhappy wretches, above meiitioued, should perish or 
even linger in an uMcrtain state, for want of that which 
the impiously presumed it was in her power to bestow, 
for a trifling' pecuniary consideration; and therefore 
we are the lests to Avonder at what aftpeared upon the 
rcmovai of the bodies of criminals buried in tbiH church- 
yard, 

*' Pardans for offences of the deepest die, as well an 
Indulgencies for tlte cominiasion of those of a lifi^'btf r 
shade, were known to have been part of the traffick car- 
ried on by the Pope at a market price ; though it was not 
understood by the Protestants, till after the demolition 
of the chantries, and depopulation of the church- yards, 
that Pardons were more than a verbal and momentary 
consolation. It then appeared, however, that wrUten 
Pardons, drawn np in form by ecclesiastical scriveners 
and notai'if s, were actually buried with those who paid, 
or whose friends paid, competently for them ; while the 
purchase rs were delusively persuaded of their efficacy, 
and'that they would operate beyond the grave* Such was 
the fact, supported by the testimony of personal evidence ; 
for Mr. Strype cites Dr, Walter Haddon, an eye- witness 



• Vide Strype'i "Memorials," vol. ii. pfi&e 18 L 
roif, in, N 
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f o some of those dis-intermeiits, who says tbaf» " tanoagi 
gfreat number of rotten carcases* were found cmtkttgfiM 
o/Parctoiu, safely folded andlapttof^etlier* atthebotton 
of their graves/* — Dr. Haddon's testimony is so respect- 
able as not to admit of a doubt ; neither coald he hafe 
hazarded a bare sissertioD of this kind, when he was en- 
gnged in a controversy with Osorift, Bishop of Silva. in 
Portugal, for the support of the Protestant Reli|^on» tlie 
Professors of which were, till then, ignorant that the 
credulity of the people and the arrogance of the Church 
of Rome were carried to so great an extent. Hencei I 
am afraid, that whep Pope Leo X. exultingly, though 
unguardedly* consoled himself with the wealth which 
« The legendary Tale of Jesus Christ,' as he termed it» 
( his expresskm was " Quantas nobis divitias compart- 
▼it ista fabula Christi,**) had brought to the Castle of St. 
Angelo, he spake the sentiments of every occupier of the 
Papal Chair : 

• Tantum Religio potuit suadere malorum !" 

LONDON FASHIONS, RAINBOW RUFFS, 

In a Sermon preached at Whitehall, before King 
James the First, on the occasion of the nuptials of 
James, Lord Hay, with the only daughter of Lord Den- 
ny, on Twelfth Day, 1607-8. The author, Robert Wil- 
kinson, derived his text from the Proverbs, chap. xxxi. 
verse 14, namely, — ' She is like a Merchant's Ship, 
she brintreth food from afar;*— and the grand object 
of his discourse was to trace points of resemblance 
between a Woman and a Ship. The following ex- 
tract, having a direct reference to the female fashions 
of that period, uill exemplify the manner in which 
this comparison was made. 




*'But of all qualitieB, a Wtunaii must not have one 
quality of a Sliipt and that is too mitch rigging. Oh I 
what a woisder it is to nee a Ship under full sail, with 
her tackling; 8 and her masts, and her tops and lop gal- 
lants, with her upper decks and her nether decks, and so 
be- (/^cAi with her streamers, flaga,and ensigns, and I 
know not what : yea» what a world of woude ra it is to 
8^ a Woman created in God's image, so miscreatf oft 
times with her French, her Spanish, and ber ftM)liKh 
fashions, that he that made her, uhen hee looks upon 
her shall hardly know her, with her plumes, her fanneg, 
and a silken vizard, with a rui'e tike a saile, yea, a rufle 
like a Raine-boWf with a feather in her cap like a flagf id 
her top, to tell (I tMuk) which way the wind will Mow " 

LONDON SIGHTS.— TBS CUNT AVD DWA&F, 

Stow, in his '^ Chronicle/' under the date 1581, (24th 
of Queen Elizabeth) has recorded the extraordinary 
exhibition of two Dutchmen in Lop do q, in that yesr^ 
one of whom was seven feetseTeniEicbesin height^ and 
the other only three feet. Speaking of the former, he 
©ays, be was, "^in breadth betwixt the flhouldcra, three 
quarters of a yard and an indi, the compasse of bis 
breast one yard and a halfe and two inches, and about 
the wa&t one yard, quarter and one inch* the length 
of his arm to the hand^ a full yard." From these 
measurements we may assume that be was well pro* 
portiooed ; Ibe Chronicler, indeed, adds that be was 
*' a comely man of person, but lauie of his legges/* 
which be bad broken "with lifting of a barrel of 
beer." The Dwarf was uitbont knees, and had ''ne« 
Tcr a good foot, and yet could he daunce a gal Hard.'* 
H 2 
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He had no armSj '* bat a sttampe to the elbow, or little 
ID ore, OQ the right side;, on tbe which, siDgiDg, be 
would daoDce a cup^ and after tosse it about three or 
four timeS;^ and every time receive the same upon the 
said itumpe i he would &hoote an arrow neare to the 
inaTke, flourish with a rapier^ throw a bowk^ beate 
with a hammer, hew with an axe, sonnd a trumpet, 
and driake every day ten quarts of the best beere^ — 
if he could get it/' Stow thus ftoighes hm relation : 
" I myselfe^ on the aeventeenth of July, saw tbe taller 
man sitting on a bench, bare -he ad ed^ and the leaser 
standing on the same bench, and having on his head 
a hat with a feather, was yet the lower. Also the 
taller man etaodiDg on his feet, the lesser with hU 
hat and feather on bis head^ went uprigttt between 
bis leg! and touched him not/' 

SERJEANTS AT ARMS, ATTENDANT ON THB 

LORD MAYOR, 

In the laic Mr. Pegge*s very curious Dtssertaiion 
on the Ancient Establish meat and Functions of tbe 
Serjeants at Arms, which forms the 5tb Part of the 
*'Cunalia/* arc some interestiiig particulars respect- 
ing the Serjeants anciently attendant on the Lord 
Mayor, but who* in more modem times, appear to 
have lost their original appellation for that of Ser^ 
jeants at Mace. 

That the Chief Magistrates of London were very 
anciently attended by Serjeants at Arms, as well as 
by Tarions other officers, which the lapse of centuries 
md tbe dltera^oa of c^iat^m^ Ub.^^ uqw tendered ob- 
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fioIete> is ud questionable. The Serjeant is mentioned 
in a record of aa early a date as the 20th of Edward 
the Third, anno 1346^ who in answer to a Petition, 
(probably from the King's Serjeanta,) representing 
that the Mayors of some Corpo ration b, instead of 
Maces of Copper, had made nse of Silver MaceSf is- 
sued a command *' that no person^ belonging to any 
corporate body, within city, town, or el&ewhere, 
should carry Maces of Silver except the King*s &er- 
)(aants, and tbose of the City of London/* and as a still 
greater honoiirj th^ latter were allowed to "carrj 
their Maces of Silver before tbe Mayor, within tbe 
liiberties of London^ in tbe presence of the King/'* 
This privilege was extended by the Letters Patent of 
tbe same monarcbj in the 28th of his reign, whicli 
empowered the City to have Maces of Gold or Silver 
or silvered^ or garnished^ borne by its Serjeants be- 
fore tbe Mayor, Sheriffs^ and Aldermen, every where 
within the City, its Suburbs, and Liberties^ in tbe 
County of Middlesex | and also without the City 
when attending the King, or any of the Royal Family, 
or when executing the duties of their office, in the 
same manner aa the King's own Serjeants were pri- 
▼ileged to carry them. It was probably on this oc- 
casion, or in coo sequence of this grant, that onr City 
Magistrate was first dignified by the title of Lord 
Mayor ;^ — a Bupposition which receives support from 
the circumstance of Richard tbe Second having or- 



• Vide CottonV ** Records/' edit. 163T j and CoWs ** In 
■liiutet/' Vol. iv. p. 252. 
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.yor of York to be styled tte L&rd 

jphen be presented that city with bts own 

to be borne ma. maee, in 1389 ; wLich was 

It t"nr years before he granted t he liberty of carry- 

^ace Itself to that corporation.* 
r. f , after fipe^lting of the Serjeants at 
Arms^ a1 ing on the Lord Chancellor^ the Lord 
Treasure r, and the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, refers to the permission granted to the City of 
London of having its Mace borne before the Mayor 
in the presence of the King, and proceeds thus : — 

" This waa a rery high and ei:clnsive pririJege ; for 
none of the Great Officcrt, be fore -mentioned, hare the 
Mace home in the Royal Presence, and though King 
Richard tt, granted to the Mayor of York, the honour 
of having a Mace borne before hiin on common accasions, 
withit his jurisdiction, yet the grant says that, ' when the 
King is present, the Mayor shall bear the Mace hiniself, 
in quality of a Serjeant at Arms,* Here we see the 
Lord Mayor of York himself, occasionally a Serjeant 
at Arms ; but, afterwards, in the reign of King Richard 
UL, the Lord Ma:yor, for the time being, was -actually 
appointed chief Serjeant at Arms to the King, with die 
fee of 18/. 6g, per annum, (or Is, per diem,) the then, 
salary of all the King's Serjeants.t This, it mutt be 
confessed, was a high honour conferred upon tbe Lord 
Mayor of York : but, at the same time it falls yery short 
of tiie antient dignity which belonged to the LordMayo^ 

* Vide Drake's '^Eboracum/' and Torr's ''Antiquities of 
York." 

t This grant to the Lord Mayor of York^ may be seen in 
]rmer*H'<FQedera/'tom.xii.p. 1^58. ^ 



of Londivn^ who had » and hath, I presume, within bis 
juriidiciion, evcD iq the Royal Presence, an Eiisig-n of 
Royalty preceding hitftf iasteail of betiriog oa his own. 
iihouider, a hadge of servitude, 

'* This, however, must be understood with some restric-* 
tioni foT in the Heraldic Account* which lies before 
me, of the Pronesaion of King- Edward VI. from the 
Tower to his Coronation at lycstmiiiiiter, the Lord 
Mayor in that ceremonial, is found exactly in the altua- 
tton of a Serjeant at Arms, supporting- the principal 
officer of Arma, consonant with the orders of Thomas of 
Lancaster ; for he there g^i^es on the left hand of Garter, 
carryiu"- a Mace, as he still continues to do in the pro- 
cession to the Coronation itself, the old form of proceed- 
ing from the Tower, having" been considered rirtually 
as a part of that ceremonial. The diBtinctlonneeessarj 
to be made, seema to be, that the Lord Mayor in such 
eircumatances is placed in a different view from what is 
implied in the grant of King Edw^ard III.; for tn th^ 
procession, and in all parts of Lt, the Lord Mayor appears 
indiridtially, and is not at the head of the City of Lon- 
don, as a corporate body ; whereas the privileges pointed 
at in thereig^nof Kln§: Edward III. should seem to relate 
to those occasions, where the King" is to be received in 
the City by the Lord Mayor, with all his appendages of 
Magistracy about him, 

**Ln a subordinate line of Serjeantry, each Sheriff of 
London, had in the time of Henry III», two Serjeants, 
for the purpose of attachments ; which number was from 
necessitVi I presume, enlarged to sixteen by King Ed- 
ward IV. (Anutt 1471,) and each Serjeant was allowed 
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lan under him:* these are called Serjeanta 
t 

-.JAKT AT ARMS, ATTENDAKT OK TBTK SPEAK El 
OF TBB OOUSE OF COMMONS. 

The Speaker a Serjeant was anciently considered 
as an especial servant of the King, as may be gathered 
froiu the termsj of his wppointment, which runs tlius^ 
— "to the place or cfEc3 of one of oar Serjeants at 
Anns in ordinary, to attend upon our Royal person* 
when there is no Parliament ; and at the time of 
every Parliamentj to attend npon the Speaker of the 
House of Conxinoas, with the wages of 3s. by the 
day, and of 2j, 6d* by the day^ for board-wages.'* — 
The attendance of this officer upoti the King has, 
hawever, been dispensed with from time immetnorial. 

'* The care of the House lies upon this Serjeant, ai 
to the provision of ne(.*«sBarieg, hc^ and the appointment 
of proper subordinate ofiicera, auch aa the House^keepert 
Ddiverer &fihe F^oies^ DoorJceeper^ kc. lies in his de- 
panment, and it is no secret that those places are not, 
generally Bpcaking', free g^ifta. For the contingent ne- 
cessaries, the Serjeant deliveri in bills at the Exche^ 
quer* 

"This Serjeant attends upon the Speaker, afidpine- 
eedes him with the Mace upon his shoulder wbenevei 

• BrydaU'a "Camera Regis," p. 60. 

t The King^s Serjeants are •ometimM called Serjeeatt at 
Mace, in Ceremonial!.— Vide Leland'i '* Collectanea/' vol. ir. 
298. edit, ult. The ancient oath of the Sheriffs' ^rjeonti 
may he seeh hi Strype's Stow. B. r. p. 179. 
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lie goes to Parliament, to the King', or to Church, in 
State. Formerly, when the Speaker went on horse- 
hact to the House of Conimona, the Serjeant seems to 
liave pre reded him on foot ; for I find in the Jonrnala, 
of the 33rd year of Queen Elizabeth, that upon a motion 
to the House, the Serjeant, in reg-ard to the infirmitieB 
and pains in his feet, was Itcenscd to 'ride upon a foot- 
clotli nag;.' Since coaches eame into g-eneral use, the Ser- 
jeant appropriated to the Lord Chancellor, the Speaker, 
and the Lord Mayor regpectLveiy, g-o with them, when 
the state coach is used, sittinsf upon stools facing- one 
of the windows, with the head of the Mace projeeting^ 
out of it ; but anciently, when coaches were first intro- 
duced, the Speaker's Mace was carried in the boot of 
his coach.* It is also to he presumed that tlie Speaker 
rode there with it ; for tt was not a situaHtm that car- 
ried any indignity at the time, as wc find tliat even the 
Marshals of France, in the reign of Henry IV. rode in 
the boot of the Kiug's coaeli^t 

*»When ;i Speaker i& chosen hy the Houne of Com- 
mons, at the commencemeiit of a Parliament, and pro- 
ceeds to the House of Peers for the approbation of the 
King:, the Serjeant, a little inclining- to the ri^ht hand, 
precedes the new Speaker, with the Mace resting on 
the elbow of his right arm, to imply that the Speaker id 
not yet fulJy confirmed in his oBice. His train when 
g-oingf to the King' 18 likewise not bome^ On the return 
; to the House of Commons, the Speaker's train is horne^ 
f and the Mace i» carried on the Serjeants* ri^ht shoulder. 



• Skinner's Life of '* General Monk/* p «03, 2ttd edit, 
f MattbewB*a '* Life and Death of Hen. IV." n. 102. edit, 
1619. 
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to s!icw that tlie Speaker havuig bdeti Approred, U la ftill 
pcisjie&6ioD t)f hia post/'* 

The fees of tUc Speaker b Serjeant, ^hen empowered 
to execute tho orders of the Uimse of CoininonsT in re- 
ipcct to attachmeati, detentiuus of offenders^ he. are as 
fiAlow : 



A KniETlit ; attarhment - - » 5 O 

A Gentleman: attacliraent - - 3 6 S 

CiMadj, eadiday - - - - 1 O 

BriniErin^ to the Bar - - - S 

Ridings chargei, per imlfi - - 6. 
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FASLIAMENTART ANECDOTES OF JAAIES THE FIRSX'i 

BSICN. SETSRS FU.NtieMElfT OF A MEMQEJI fl| 

FOR FREB IPJEAKIKG, 

The high and arbitrary nntions of Kingly preroga- 
tWe entertained by ihe Sttiarls, conjoined with the 
papistical bigotry of James the Second, was the 
fause of the deserved expulsion of that infatuated 
race from the throne. They set up, in fact« the desp 
f)otical suggestions of their own will as a paramount 
authority to the laws> and would have governed^* or 
rather misgoverned, the nation altogether without the 
intervention of Parliament, if the " want of supplies** 
had not occasionally forced them upon a different 
course^ and reduced them to pay some little deference 
to the principles of the Constitution. . ^ 

On the 20th of January, 1621, James "the 'First 



• Vide Ppgge's <• Curielia," P. v. 
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assembled his third Parliameot for the avowed pur- 
pose of obtaming aid for the recovery of the PalaiU 
nate by the sword, his son-in-law, the Elector Fre- 
derick, having been obliged to seek refuge in Holland, 
after his defeat by the Austrians at the Battle of 
Prague, on November the 8th, 1620. 

In Lis opening speech the King, wltli reference to 
the abrnpt dissolution of his two ftrst ParliameDts, 
commenced thus i — 

*' In multihquio nan d^esi peccaium^ saith the 
wisest man that eveir was ; and this experience I 
have found in mine own person/' &c, " but it pleaa* 
ed God, seeing some vanity in me» to send back my 
words as wine apit in my own face, so as I may truly 
say, / have piped unto you^ and yon have not danc- 
ed : I have mourned and you have not lamented/' 
As he proceeds he tells them, '* It is a vain thing for 
a Parliament to press to be popular j" and afterwards, 
in allusion to the years which had elapsed since he had 
required a subsidy, this Scottish Solomon makes the 
following strange comparison, 

" The time since my supply hath been as the time 
of Women with Child, Qum decern iulerint fastidia 
mensest who, after ten moniks hngings are delivered 
of their burtheos i but I have travailed ten years, 
and tlierefore full time to be delivered of my wants/' 

Thosevvants were soon afterwards partially relieved 
by the grant of two entire subsidies, but immediately 
afterwards the House of Commons began to question 
many of the acts of government, and particularly 
thoie resultiog from the arbitrary exerciso of the 
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King's prerogative in the issuing of patents for im- 
juit and vexatioua monopolies, by wbicli the righll 
and liberties of the people were grievously infringedi 
James augmented the pre Failing disconteats by 
journing the Parliament on his owir authority, (n 
June till Norember, and| at length, on the 6th 
January, 1621-2, he linalty dissolved it in great < 
pleaaurej by a proclamation beginning with tlrese ] 
markable words, — '* Albeit the assembling, continu- 
ing, and dissolving of Parliaments be a perogative 
80 peculiarly belonging to our Imperial CrowD^ and 
the times and seasons thereof so aholuielle in our 
owne power, that we neede not give any account 
thereof unto any, yet, &c"* This proclamation 
was followed by -another, in which all discourses om^m 
state affairs were forbidden under severe penalties ^| 
and the Judges^ in their circuits^ were ordered to put 
the laws in force against licentious tongues^ Soot 
afterwards several metnbers of the House of Com» 
inons, who had been most zealous in defending it 
privileges, and among them Sir Edward Coke, M 
Pynij and the learned SeldeOj were committed 
prison by the King's orders. The former had daredt" 
to call the King's prerogative " an overgrown mon- 
sier ; " his committal therefore was in perfect keep- 
ing WJlh the unlimited power which James assumed, 
and which had prompted him, in March, 1609> to 
tell the Parliament, " That to dispute what God ma| 
do is blasphemy; so is it sedition in subjects to dls* 
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pute what a Kiog m ay <lo id the height of his power."* 
After this diasolatian the King's next endeavour was 
to supply his pecuniary wantg by a general, but forc- 
ed Bgnevolence, and the Judges, High Sheriffs^ and 
other officers to whom his mandatory letters were 
directed^ were commanded to intimate that '* the 
King would not be satia5ed with what should ^ e 
voluntarily oiFered, if it was not proportionate to the 
giver*s abilities, "f 

Notwithstanding thegeoeral disposition of the late 
Parliament, there were many belonging to it that ap- 
pear to have been wholly devoted to the King's good 
pleasurct or otherwise the following severe sentence 
could not have beeu pronounced against an impeach-' 
cd member for a few words^ which, in the present 
times would be regarded rather as an injudicious 
pleasantry than as any thing seditious. The ferocious 
inhumanity displayed by diflereut members on that 
occasion would not be credited, if a brief abstract o^ 
their speeches had not been recorded in the '^'Jour- 
nals" of the House of Commons. 

Edw^ard Floyd e, or Lloyde, of Clanaemayne, in 
the county of Salop, Esq. who had been committed 
to the Fleet by the Privy Council, was impeached 
before the House for saying, " I have heard that 
Prague is taken, and Goodman Palsgrave and Good- 
wife Palsgrave have taken their heels and run away. 



* See King Jamea^ Speech to the Lords and Commons^ at 
Whitehall, in hia own '* Works/' p, 6SU 
t RuBhworth'i ** Colkctioni/* vol. it p. 00. 
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and as I have heard ^ Good wife Palsgrave is Ukeb 
prisooerp'' He was declared guUlyj and on the Isl of 
Majj 1621 J the ensumg opiDiona were given mi 
eonversatiDn on the infliction of a proper aenteDce. 
For the better nnderstaoding of the meaoiEig of tk 
respective speakers it must be premised that the Ac- 
cused tnember was re parted to have had *' beads 
found iiL his pockety and tbe girdles of Monks in hii 
trunks/' 

" Robert Phillips propoied for UIb puDtshiDeiit, (4 
hare bim carried from Wefttmyofter gate, with hiE face 
to an horse-tail, a paper upon him in freat letters ' A 
PnptBh wretch, fur dishonoiiriDg the King's children,' t« 
the Towef, and there to lie in Li life ea^e. 

" Sir ThoTnai Row. Because a prisoner committed 
from the Lords of the Council, to go to the Iiordi ta 
let them know we desire to have him whipped through 
London. Sir D. Digger as Sir Thomas ^aw. 

" Sir Francis Kiaaston. That Fl6jde be put in the 
eoromission of the peace. 

"Sir George Moore. No punishment too great for 
this offence. Precedents have a beginning, to whip him 
hack to the Fleet. 

" Mr. Whitson voueheth a precedent of the [qukre 
Inquisition,] in Spain. 

" Mr. Raynscroft. lOOOf. fine, to be employed nn 
the wars of the Palatinate, to spare his whipping* 

*• Mr. Neale. To carry him in a (disgraceful manner 
to the Tower 5 and he there to remain till further direct- 
ed by the Lords. 

" Sir Francis Seymour. To go from Westminster at 
a carts tail, with his doublet off, to the Tower, the 



bends about hi a neck« and as nmnj lasUes by the way as 
beads," 

»* Mr, Salter. To punish first here, then he may be 
punished by the Lords, to send him to the Tower — 
w h i p p i n g— bead a — Tower — little case . 

" Sir Edward Gyles. Sorry so unworthy a wretch 
should bear the name of nn Englishman ; yet miglit 
evade, and say ho were a VYelsliman* Pillory here, with 
a paper onhis headconlaining- his vile words. Whip- 
ped, his be ail 8 and i^rueifix, and especially hi a friar 'i 
g-irdle about him ^ If these can defend him from good 
whipping-, welL So many mare at the Court gate, and 
' BO at the Temple and Cheapslde : then to return him to 
the Fleett cannot put liim into a wm^se prkon* 

•' Sir Ralph Hopton* To suspend our judg-raent till 
his papen be examined, for they may aggravate his of- 
fence , 

*' Sir Francis Darey addeth, Borings through hii 
tong-ne. 

*' Sir J. Horsey. To have his tone^ue cut out, or 
sill at least, Doubtcth he be an intelligencer, which 
may be discovered by his papere. 

" Sir Edward Cecil, To bore through hh tongue, 
and a B on his forehead. 

'* Sir George Goring. To have him set upon an ass ; 
twel^-c stage« as twelve beads ; at every one to swallow 
a bead, aud twelve jerks to make him» ' 

At length these sapient ministers of prerogatorial 
veDgcance^ sentenced poor Floyde to stand in the 
piJIory Iwo hours before Westminster Hall, with a 
paper on his hat inscribed, " For false, malicious, 
and deapiteful speeches against the King's daughter 
aod her husband /' to ride theacc Qa b^u uix^s^wijiSia^ 



LOKDINIANA. 



"I 



liorB^, \ tlie tail for a bridle, to the Exdiangc, 
there to we pilloried two hours ^ and from there lo 
tUe Fleet prison, to stajid and ride the next day, and 
pay 1000/. fine.^The atrocity of auch a YiDdictire 
sentence needu do commeut.. 

BFITi.Fe O^ KING JAMES TBB. FIRST, 

King James died suddenly at Theobalds, in Heft* 
fordshire, on the 27th of Ma ch, I625j and he was 
buried in great state on the 17th of May^ in Henry 
the Seventh*! Chapel^ at Wes miu^ter, Uis succegsor, 
Charles the First, being chie' mooraer. His illness 
was caused ^^-^ « tertian but strong suspicions 

were ent*^"-* •*»°^ th was accelerated by 

poison. i sn rabed for him, nor 

has any crj/iiai/u u^^» ««iai.i.w^ over his grave^ but the 
following adulatory verses are printed with that ap- 
pellation at the end of* Sanderson's "^'History" of 
his reign, in which that unblushing panegyrist of his 
actions affirms, sa'*& positive and measured truths* * — i 
*' That there has not been since ChristV time, a 
King, or Temporal Monarch, who hath been ^o 
learned in all Literature and Erudition, Diyine and 
Humane.*' 

Those that have eyes awake and weep, 

For Hb whose waking wrought Our sleep 

Now sleeping lies ; alas I and never 

ShafliJ^ake, till wak*d for ever. 

Deat&*8 iron hand hath closed those eyes 
Which were at once three kingdoms* spies. 
Both to foresee, and to prevent 
Dangers so soon as they were meant , 




- flurft.'ta^Cfa«*'='^«^^'^^^^ 
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That head, (whose working- brain, alone 
WVouglit at] men's qriicl but iiis own) 
Nu\v lies at rest. Oh let him have 
The peace (he purchas'd) in his grave. 

If that no Naboth, all hia peiar", 
Was for his fruitful vineyard, ilain ? 
If no Uriah lost his life, 
For having^ had m fair a mfe ? 

Thru let no Shcmei's curses wound 

His hokour, or profane his ground ; 

L«t no bliick-niouth, no ranlc-brcath cur. 

Peaceful James liis ashes stir. 

Kin^a are as God ; 01 do not then 
Rake in their graves to prove them men. 

For Hts dales toyl, and nigfht watches; 

For His crazM sleep, &tof n by snatches ; 

For two fair kingdornes, join d in one j 

For all he did, or meant t' have done ; 

Do this for him J write on hia dust,^ 
King James (he Peaceful and iheJusL 
Sit Gloria Deo, 

MtniWEB OF SIR EDMUND BERRY GODFREY. THE 

POPISH PLOT. — ^THB MEAL TUB FLQT, — BURNING 
THE POPE, 

It is itn possible fully to understand the circum- 

Htances associated with the mysterious murder of Sir 

Edmund Berry Godfrey, unless some insight be ob- 

tained of that complete bloi upon our Aunals the 

Popish Ploi^ which was first broached by the iiifa- 

moos Titus Oates aad Dr* Tongue^ in September, 

1678. 
roL, lit, 
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That the Court had a latent design to re-introdoce 
Popery into Englaud was much suspected by many, 
and more particolaily so, after it was known that 
the Duke of York was a declared Catholic. This 
feeling raised a far stronger spirit of resistance in iht 
Parliameot, than could ha\'e been thought possible in 
a body of raen of whom so many were in the practice 
of receiving annual bribes from the King, The sop- 
plies, therefore, were generally withheld till other 
Acts had been passed more congenial to the senti- 
ments of the People than to the intentions of the 
Sovereign, who^ by this means was continually ffr 
tarded in his endeavours to assume despotic power. 
The Test Act, at that period, a nieasnre of sound 
policy, however it may now disgrace the Statote 
Book, was passed in March, 1 673 j in October, 1G75, 
the Commons drew up a Test to he taken by their 
own Members J disclaiming the r^eiving of any bribe 
or pension from the Court ; in April, 1677 y the ivTit 
de Hwreiko ComBurendo was repealed j in November^ 
16/9, Papists were disabled from sitting m either 
House of Parliament ; and, in December, several 
Popish Lords were impeached by the Commons. la 
this extremity, Charles ordered the Parliament to be 
dissolved by Proclamation on the twenty-fifth of Janu- 
ary, 1579. 

So little attention was at first given by Charles and 
his Council to Oates's discoveries, that nearly six 
weeks were suffered to elapse before any serious or 
Blrict examination was made into the truth or false- 
hood of the Plot, even thougli the b^ls of it was said 
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to be the assassiDation of the King, At length. Gates 
and his acconiprice. Tongue, resolved in somti way to 
make the matter public ; andj as a preparatory step, 
Oates drew up a Narrative of particulars^ to the truth 
of which he solemnly deposed before Sir Eduntud 
Berry Godfrey, who was an emiDcnt Justice of Peace, 
that resided near Whitehall, This, says Buruet, 
«' seemed to be done In distrust of the Privy Council, 
as if they might stifle his evidence j which to prevent, 
he put ioto safe hands. Upon that Godfrey was chid 
for his presuming to meddle in so tender a matter {'* 
and, as appeared from subsequeut eveots, a plan was 
immediately laid to murder tiim 5 and this, within a 
few weekSj was but too fatally executed. 

In the mean time the Couiicilj which had now 
taken up the business with warmth, ordered various 
arrests to be made ; and among the number of those 
committed to prison, were Sir George Wakcman, the 
Queen's Physician, Edward Cole man,. Secretary to 
the Duke of York, Richard Lang horn, a Lawyer of 
eminence, Thomas Whilebread, Provincial of the Je- 
suitSj and several other Jesuits and Papists. Coleman 
was at first committed to the charge of a messenger, 
and whilst in his custody, it was generally believed, 
that he had a long private conversation with Sir Ed- 



• Bur. " Hiatory/' Vol. I. p, 42 S. Burnet says further of Sir 
Edmund bury, aa he wns generally calJed, lliat " He was es- 
teemed the best JusUce of Peace in EagJand ; and that he 
had the courage to stay in London, and keep thisi^s in order 
dbi'ing: the Play^e, which §;aiued him much reputation^ and 
upon which he was knighted/ JWi, 
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mtmd Berry Godfrey, who, " it is certain," says Bur- 
net, " grew apprehensive and reserred ; for zneetiDg 
ine in the street, after some discourse on the present 
state of affairs j he said^ be believed he himself shoald 
be knocked on the head.^* 

About a fortnigbt afterwards^ on Saturday, Octo- 
ber the twelfth, Godfrey was missing ; nor could the 
nM»t sednloQs endeavours obtain any other tidings of 
him for some days, but thit he ii as seen near St. 
Clement's Church, in the Stran*!, aboot one o'clock 
on the day mentioned. On the Thursday evenisg 
following, his body was found in a ditch near Chalk 
Farm, then called the White Hoose, Primrose Hill. 
"His sword was thrust through him, but no blood 
was on his clothes, or about him : his shoes were 
clean : Ms money was in his pocket, but nothing was 
abont his n^k^ [although when he went from home 
he had a large laced band on,] and a mark iras all 
round itj an inch broad, which shewed be was 
strangled. His breast was likewise all over marked 
with bruises, and his neck was broken : — and it was 
Tisibte he was first strangled, and then carried to that 
place, where his sword was run through his dead 
body,"t Tliis full con firm at ion of the suspicions of 
the public, for that Sir Edmund Berry was murdered, 
had been the general discoorse long before any proof 
appearedjj was regarded as a direct testimony of the 



Bur. Hist. Vol. I. p« 429. Godfrey's suspicion of his 
own danger was also confirmed hy evidence before ihe House 
of Commoos. t Ibid. 
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existence of the Popish Plot ; and thougb the King, 
in his oi>eiiing Speech to the Parliament, which met 
on the twenty-fifth of the montli, took but a very 
slight notice of the rumoured conspiracy, both Houses 
entered into the examination with great ardour, and 
the Commooa ordered warrants to be signed for the 
apprehension of twenty-six persons who had been 
implicated by Gates, and among whom were the Lords 
Powis, Stafford, Arundel of Wardour, Petre, and Bel- 
las isj and Sir Henry Tichboornj Bart* 5 these noble* 
inen surrendered themselves, and were committed to 
the Tower. Shortly after ward 3, all Popish recusants 
were commanded, by Proclaroatioo, to depart from 
the Cities of London and Westminsterj and all places 
within ten miles. The Papists^ says Rapin, *' ac- 
cordingly departed out of London ; though for so 
short a space, that in less than a fortnight they re- 
turned again, whether they had leave from their 
leaders to take the oaths, or knew that such Procla-r 
Illations were never strictly enforced.'* 

That distinguished patriot and statesman, the late 
Right Hon. Charles Jamea Fox, was fully persuaded 
that the Popish Plot had no real existence,* yet Dry- 



♦ *^ The proceedin^H on the Popish Plot must always hfi 
considered as aa indelible disgrace upon ih© English natioOj 
in which tlie King, Parliatnentj Judges, Juries, Witnesse**, 
Prosecutors, have ^11 their reaptctive, thouj^h certainly not 
equal shares. Witnesites of such a character, as not to de- 
serve credit in the moat trifling cause, upon the most imma^ 
terial facts, gave evidence so incrediblej or to speak more 
ptoperly, so impossible to be true^thai itou^bA. Tiow^ Vw*^ 
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den's representation is more congenial with the facts, 

when he sttys in his Ahsalom and Ardiitophel^ 

*^f Some truth there was ^ hut dasKdandhretud with lies!' 

been believed if it had come from the mouth of Cato i and 
upon such evidence from such witnesses, were innocent meo 
condemned to deatli, and executed. Proseculora, whether 
Attornies and Solicitors General, or Manag^ers of Impeach- 
ments, acted 'with the fury which, in auch circunistaoceii 
mi*lit be expected. Juries partook natoTally enough of the na* 
tional ferment I and Judges, whose duty it was to ^ard tbem 
against sucli impreasions, were scandalous^ly active in coQ' 
firniiug them in their prejudices^ and inJlamlng tbeir pes- 
aions. The King, who is supposed to have disbeliev^ed the 
wliole of tlie Plot, never once exercised his prerograltve of 
mercy. It i» said he dared not. His throne, perhaps hit 
life, tvas at slake. — In the prosecution of the agied, the inno* 
cent Lord Slaflbrdj he was so far from interfering in behaLT 
of that nobleman, that many of those most in his confidence, 
and, as it is affirmed, the tkicheas of Portsmouth herself, 
openly favoured the prosecution, Bivt this ts not to be won- 
dered at, since in all the transactions lelating to the Popish 
Plot, minds of a very different cast from Charles's, became, 
as by some fiilatity,^ divested of all their wonted sentiments 
of justice and humanity, Who can read, without horror, the 
account of that savage murmur of applause, which broke oit 
upon one of the villains at the bar swearing positively to 
Stafford's having proposed the murder of the King? And 
liow is this horror deepened when we reflect, that in that 
odious cry were probably mingled the voices of men to 
whose memory every lover of the English Conatitution is 
bound to pay the tribute of gratitude and respect.'' " Life of 
James the Second," p. S3, 34,-40, 41. 

The recent restoration by his present Majesty, of Txtrd 
Stafford's barony to his descendant Sir George Jerninghanif 
is a proof of the opinion novi <i\\\.etfaiTied o^ the undeserved 
fate of the former nobkmBnv* 
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On the last day of October, the remains of Sir Ed- 
mund Bcrr? Godfrey, which had been embalmed, 
were carried with great solemnity from Bridewell 
Hospital to St. Martin's Church, to be interred, The 
pall was supported by eight Knights, all Justices of 
the Peace^ and the Procession was attended by all the 
City Aldermen, together with seventy-two London 
Ministers, who walked in couples before the body j 
and great multitudes followed after^ in the same order. 
As yet, however^ the perpetrators of his murder had 
not been diacoteredj though a reward of 500/* and 
the King's protection had been offered to any person 
making the disci osnre ; but within a few days after* 
wards J one William Bedloe^* who had once been ser- 
vant to the Lord Bellasiisj and, afterwards, an ensign 
in the Low Countries, was brought lo London from 
Bristol, where he had been arrested by his own desire, 
on affirming that he was acquainted with some cir- 
cumstances relating to Godfrey's death. On his dif- 
ferent examinations J he stated that he had seen the 
murdered body in Somerset House, (then the Queen's 
residence,) and had been oflered a large sum of money 
to assist in removing it.f He also corroborated 



• ^* Bedlot^ had led a very vicious life; he had gone by many 
falie names, by which he had cheated many persons. He 
had g^one over many parts of France and Spain as a man of 
quality, and be had made a shift to live by his wits, or rather 
by his cheats," Bur. //«/. Vol. h p. 432. 

t " Besides Bedloe'a oath/' says Burnet, " that he saw 
Godfrey's body in Somerset House, it was remembered that, 
at that time, the Queen was for some days m sq <iIq*^^ ^^^tv- 
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Gates 'a testimony m many particulars respecliag tlie 
Popish Plot J and on their joint evidence, Colemtttt 
was 8000 afterwards convicted of High Treason « iu 
carrying on a tralterous correspondence with Father 
de la Cliaisc, Conftssor to Lewis the Fourteentb, 
** in order to subvert the established reltgtoo andgo- 
vempent,'* He suffered at Tyborn on the third ot 
December ; but died protesting his innocence of any 
other design, than to make ' the Klog and the Dake 
as high as he coold/ It was given oiitj says Bamet, 
*' to make the Duke more odions/* that he was kept 
up from making a confession by the hopes the Duke 
sent " of a pardon at Tyburn/' and this was subse- 
quently corroborated by a man named Steplien Dug- 
dale, who had been Lord As ton's Bailiff, and came 
forward as a third endence in support of the reality 
of the Popish Plot. He stated that he had learned 
from one Eversj a Jesuit^ that * the Duke had sent to 
Coleman* when he was in Newgate, to persuade him 
not to make any discovery;' and, also, that he had 
enquired '* whether he had ever discovered their de- 
sigtis to any other person j and that Coleman sent 
back answer that he had spoke of them to Godfrey; 
upon which the Duke gave orders to kill him."* 

tinement thai co persoix was ©draitted. Prince Uupert came 
t lie re to wail on her, by I was deDied access. This raised a 
stronger suspicion of her; but the Kia^ would not suffer 
that matter logo any farther." Ibid, p* 4S5. 

' But, Hist. Vol. I. p. 437 and 444. A few days before Cole- 
manV execyti«>n, that is, on November the twenty-sixth, Wil- 
Jjam Sialey, a i,^oy»iikith, ** the l'opU\\ Bs^\ik«^^s^Uo Uad been 
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Soon afterwards Oates and Bed be implicated the 
Queen as having been concerned in the Pint, but the 
King refused to listen to it, and told Burnet^ that 
tlicpugh ** she was a weak woman, and had some dis- 
agreeable humonrs, she was not capable of a wicked 
thing." Shortly after^ on December the sixthj the 
Commons impeached the imprisoned Lords 5 and, 
on the twenty- first, they also impeached the Earl oi 
Dan by. Lord Treasurer) bot before the Lord^ had 
resolved oh kts committal to the Tower, the King, 
who saw himself and his brother aimed at in the per- 
son of his Minister, prorogued the Parliament, which, 
in the following month, was disaolred by Proclama- 
tion, as meniioned before. 

On the same day that the Commons Had impeached 
the Lord Treasurerj Miles Prance, a gohkinith, who 
had sometime wrought in the Queen's Chapel, was 
taken up on snspicion of having been concerned in 
the death of Godfrey j and, on hissubseqneut confes- 
sion and testimony, coafirmed by Bedloe, and others. 
Green I Hill, and Berry, all of them in subordinate 



in great credit, litit was thea under prrcat diiBcuUi^s/* waaalso 
ImoR^cd for Hig^h Treason at Tyburn, on the evidence of an infa- 
mous wretch, named Carslairs, who aworelhathehad overheard 
him say, in an ealing'-Iiouse, in Co vent Garden, " over against 
Stale y*a shop," that he ' wouW himself stab the Xing', if no 
one else could bo Tound.* Before Carstairs laid his inforina- 
lion, he tried to exiort a sum of money from Slaley, aa a bribe 
for tecrecy, '* Not long after^ Carstairs died under gteat hor" 
ror J and ordered himself lo be cast into some ditch as a dog, 
for he said he was no better." Ibid, ^. ^^2 ^vA '^^^ 
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situations at Somerset House^ were convicted of i\ 
murder, wiikh they had effected in conjuactioii wiili 
two Irish Jesuits who had absconded. It appeared 
that the unfortunate Magistrate had been inveigled 
into Soinerset Houses at the water-gate, under tbe 
pretence of his assistance being wanted to allay a 
quarrel, and that he was immediately strangled with a 
tvvisfed han kerchief, after which. Green, ' with ail his 
force, wrung his neck almost round/ On the fourth 
night after, the assassins conveyed his body to Ik 
place where it was discovered near Primrose Hill, 
and there one of the Jesuits run his sward through 
the corpse, in the manner it was found. Green and 
Hill were executed on the twenty-first of February; 
but Berry was reprieved till the twenty-eighth of May. 
Alt of them affirmed their innocence to tbe very last; 
and Berry declared himself a Protestant. 

Id the ensning elections for a new Parliament j which 
had been summoned to meet on the sixth of March, 
(anno 1670,} such a preponderating majority of the 
Country party was returned, that Charles thouglit it 
expedient to command his brother, the Duke, to go 
** beyond the seas," a few days previously to the com- 
mencement of the Session. When the Commons had 
assembled^ after a six days* contest respecting their 
right of choosing a Speaker without the King's inter* 
fcrence, they proceeded to make further inquiries into 
I the Popish Plot, and addressed the King that the 500/. 
^^ promised by the Proclamation for the discover)^ of 
^B Godfrev*B murder, should be paid to Bedloe, which 
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Attainder wns brooghfc m against tUeEarl of Daoby, 
who J to prevent its effect # surrendered himself in 
Apri]^ and was committed to the Tower* In May, 
the Hateus Corpus Act, which Mr. Fox has character- 
ized as '^ the most important barrier against tyrannyt 
and best -framed protection for the liberty of indivi- 
duals J that has ever existed in any ancient or modern 
Commonwealth/' was passed. A Bill for exclud- 
ing the Doke of York from the Succession to the 
Throne, was also brought in, but the King prevented 
its passing at that time^ by proroguing the Parlia- 
ment. 

Shortly before this, the Metropolis was much agi- 
tated by a new design of the Papists to destroy Lon- 
douj which was attempted to be carried into effect by 
a maid -servant, who set fire to her master s house iu 
Fetter Lane, by the instigation of one Stubbs ; by 
whom it was declared, that he had persuaded her to 
the attempt, on the assurance of Father Gifford, his 
Confessor, that '* it was no sin to burn all the houses 
of the Heretics/' Four Jesuits, who were implicated 
in this design, were executed, bnt the Commons ob- 
tained pardons for Stubbs and the servant, on account 
of their ready confession. To quieten the alarm, a 
new Proclamation was issued for expelling all Papists 
to the distance of twenty miles from the City. 

On the twenty -first of June, Whltebread, the Pro- 
vincial, and John Fen wick, the Procurator, of the Je- 
suits, were executed, with three other Priests, as Trai- 
tors, at Tyburn, for their concern in the Popish Plotj 
and, on the fourteenth of July, Caxm&^^x Yaca's^^^^ 
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was also executed as a conspirator* The Queen's Pf»y« 
siciaDj Sir George WakemaQjand some others who tia4 
been tried with him^ on the eighteenth of Juue^ wer| 
acqoitt&d j and from this tlme^ the credit both of Oat 
and Bedloe rapidly dechoed. Burnet says, ** ihU 
was looked od m the Queen*s triaJ^ as well as Wakfii 
maD*s." 

The presumed reality of the Popish Plot has hed 
contraveoed from the fact of the discoveries of Oate| 
and Bedloe uoc having heea all unfulded at the satnl 
time. Both of them were^ at different periods, ask 
whether they had stated all they knew ? aod both 
them protested that they had, though they aftervvardl 
made many important disclosures* It was, probabl| 
from this circumstance, conuected with the despicabl 
character of the witncssci^ and the tnaQy improbabj 
llties, and some known falsehoods in their evideui 
that impressed the mind of Mr. Fox with the beli 
that the whole Plot was a fiction j yet, however ii 
tricate the circDmstanceSj and difficult of develops 
ment as they must be regarded, there still appeaig 
sufl&cient proof of a design having beeu then actual^ 
on foot to subvert the established religton,^ — The h 
pothesis of a double Plot, perhaps ; of one of whid 
the most active, the Dyke of York was leader ; am 
of the other> the more latent, the King himself, woii 
seem to unravel many of the difficulties that perph 
this Gordian knot of British History. 

In the month of October, the rumour of a new Ph 
hecanie prevalent in London^ and one Danger fiell 
whom Boroet describes as " a auhtle a^ad dextroi 
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man who had gone throngh all the shapes and prac- 
tices of roguerjs*' gave iuformatron of a design to 
seize the Royal Family, and change the form of the 
govern ment. He accused the Dukes of Monmouth 
?md Buckiagham, the Earl of Essex, the Lord Hali- 
fax, and several eminent Citizens, of being parties in 
this scheme ; but a nefarious attempt which he made 
to introduce forged papers into the lodgings of Colo- 
nel Manscl, (in Ax Yard, King Street, Westmiosler) 
led to the disclosure of hisi viltany^ aud he was com- 
mitted to Newgate. Two days afterwards, '* the 
scheme of the whole fiction*' was found, fairly written, 
hidden in a Meal-tub, w hence this acquired the ap- 
pellation of the Meal- tub Plui, in the house of a Po- 
pish Mitlmfe^ with whom Danger field had an intrigue ; 
the latter, finding himself thus detected, sent for the 
Lord Mayor and made a full disclosure of all the cir- 
cumstances of the pretended Plot, which had been 
chiefly contrived by the Countess of Po wis, for the 
purpose of stigmatizing the Protestants, and furthering 
the Popish cause. That Countess,, and Roger Palmer, 
Earl of Castlemalnej were shortly afterwards sent to 
the Tower } and Gadbery, the Astrologer, Mrs. Cel- 
lier, tlie Midwife, and gome others were also commit- 
ted to prison ; all of them being implicated by Dan- i 
gerfeeld*s evidence, yet eventually they were all J 
cleared, the different juries not fully crediting his I 
testimony* 



' * Burnet's ** History," Voi I. p. 475-6 ; and Rapin's *' Ilia- 
torv/* Vol. n, p. 1} I, 712. Mia.Ce\VWt^^\^t^wtA^i^\WC\i»'«^^ 
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The people were rendered so indtgnant by the de- 
tection of the Meal-tub Plot, that they determined 
to express their feelinga against the Papists in a 
marked way. Accordingly, on the seventeenth of 
November, the Anoiversary of Queen Elizabeth's 
Accession, which, at that time, was a popular holy- 
day ^ the annual solemnity of Burning ike Pope was 
performed with additional ceremoniei of mock gran- 
dear. Priests in copes, Carmelites, Grey-friars, Je- 
suits, Bishops, and Cardinals, all marched in poniifi^ 
eaiihust m the Procession, which was headed by a man 
on horseback, personating the dead body of Sir Ed- 
mund Berry Godfrey, with a bell-man to remind the 
people of his murder : the Cardinals were followed 
by the Pope, who was k throned in state, attended 
by boys scattering incense, and ' the Devil as his 
Prime-minister, whispering him in the ear/ The 
Procession commenced at Bishopsgate, and after 
his Holiness had been paraded through the principal 
streets of the City* he was coafliicted, in the evening, 
to Fleet Street, and tliere committed to the flames 
amidst the huzzas of a vast multitnde of spectators. 

The remains of Sir Edmund BeiTy Godfrey w^ere, 
as alrCiidy noticed, interred at St, Martin's in the 
Field Rj and a Tablet was erected to his memory in 
the Cloisters at Westminster Abbey, In the waiting 
room at St. Martians Church, there is a portrait of 
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an account of her trial mingled wilh * libellous remarks/ for 
^h 5he was senlcnced to^ stand tJiree times in the pillory, 
3 be rmed lOOOi. : 




LONDINIANA. 



207 



tltis onfortunate Magistrate, bearing the date of 1 678, 
which was presented £o the parish by Mr, Alexander 
Geekie, It is not badly painted^ but the features are 
har^h and unpleasant^ 

The following Extracts have beea made from a 
scarce pamphlet intituled, " A True and Perfect 
Narrative of the late terrible and bloody Murther of 
Sir Edmundberry Godfrey -, who was found ran r the red 
on Thursday the l/th of thi* mstaut October^ 1G78» 
in a field near Primrose-hill :" &c, 

** On tlie l§th of Octt>ber, beinf Saturday, about 
nine oVlock in the Tiiorning', Sir Etlmnndherry Godfrey 
went out of his own house, in Grecn's-kuc, in the Strand, 
about his iwcasions, and wks seen> not Koi^ after, near 
Marylchone» hut then siipposed to he g'oing^ home ; and 
was at mtB of the chtircli-wartlcns' cif the pariifh of St, 
Martin's in the Fields, about some business, at twelve 
o'cluck the aame day ; but so it was, that he came not to 
his own hotise that uig'lit, acc<irdin|tf ti» Ids usual custom, 
nur g"avf. any notice to hh servants of any buainess that 
ho had tohmderhis rcturuinif that nig-ht. And from that 
tiirie till Thursday, the 17tli of the same ni*>ntli, about 
six t/rlock at aig-ht, no tidixiETs could be heard of him* 
(although all eaniest and dilii>fent hiquiries and searches 
wei^ made for him ;) at nhich tiiiie his body was found 
dead in a ditclj, upon the south side of PnmroKp-lull, neiir 
Hampstead. The occasion of his being- found was this : 
one Bniiuiey, a baker, and Waters, a farrier, botfi of the 
]»arish of St. Giles in the Fields, having' im occasion to 
go to the house, commonly called the White-house,* near 




t 



208 LONDIKIANA, 

Primmse-hiU, and going over the field where Sir Ed- 

111 Olid berry lay, saw, as they thoos-ht, a sword and belt, 
and a stick, ;iud a pair of g^lores, lyin^ together, hardbjr 
the hedge eide ; but they went not near to meddle \nih 
them, supposing^ they bad belonged to some person that 
was ^onf into the ditch to ease himself. And when they 
came to the m»te-house, they told John Rxiwson (the 
man of the said bouse,) that they had seen a sword and a 
belt, and a pair of gloves and atick, lie in that place, 
whereupon John Rawson asked them, why they did not 
hrinif them thither ? They told him they did not know 
but there might be somebody hard by to own them; 
Rawson told them again, that there had been several 
soldiers thereabout this week a hedgehog-hunting, and it 
may be (said he,) some of them may have left them behind 
them. 

" After some further diaconrfic, Rawson agreed to go 
with the men to the place ; and if they found the things 
there, then Rawson was to give them a shilling to drink, 
and was to take the things to his own house, til) some- 
body came thither to own them; and thereupon they 
went together to the place. When they came there, they 
ffMmd only a belt and a scabboard, and a stick, and a pair 
4*f gloves ; but no sword ; which, as Raw!;on was stooping 
to take up, he thought he saw something like a man in 
the ditch hard by ; and bo going to the ditch, tliere they 
saw a man lying, as they suppoacd, upon his belly, with 
a sword run through him, and the point appearing about 
seven or eight inches above his back ; upon this, they 
went immediately to the church-warden of the parish, to 
give him an aecouot of it ; but he, being sick, sent them 
to Mr. Brovm's, the constable, who, presently taking 
with him several neighbours and housekeepers, went to 
the place where the body lay \ vr\at\i\\'AS, ma^drif ditch, 
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upon the soiitli side of Primrose-hill, about two fields 
diataDt frt>ra the White-house, The pKisture in which he 
lay waa this; ha Imd a swuvd run into him just under his 
left pap, which came out upon the right side of his hitck, 
ahout seven ov ei^ht inches ; one of his hands hein§" 
doubled under, on whicli he seemed to lean, the other 
hand Ivin;^ upon the bank. \m hair-chant let coat heing 
titmcd up over hiis head ; his hat ami periwig bdnp^ 
aniong the hushes over his head, hut no hand nor cravat 
could he found about him ; although, when he went from 
home, he had a large laced hand on. 

** The constable havin^^ caused the body to he removed 
to the Whitc-lioutte, and knowing it to be the body of 
Sir Eduiond berry Godfrey, lie caused his pockets to be 
searched, and found in one of them, in one paper* six 
g^uineas, ^i^d in another paper, four broad pieces ofgold, 
and a half-crown ; and in the other pocket, two ringn, 
whereof one w&a a diamond, one guinea, and four pound 
in silver, and two small pieces of gold, and one ring he 
had upon one of bis fingers ; his piicket book (in which 
he used to take notes of examinations*) being only ini.^- 
sing. 

"On Friday the 18lh of this infitant, ]^ I r. Cooper, the 
coroner of Jliddlesex, impEinneled a Jury at the White - 
house, to enquire about the occasion of the death of the 
eatd Sir Edmondherry iiodfrey : and two surgeons (hav- 
been first sworn,) viewed the body in the presence of 
the coroner and the jury: and found two wounds about 
it, which one of the surgeons searched with his probe, and 
found one of them Tmt above an inch deep, the probe 
going against one of his ribs ; but the other^ being a 
little below the left pap, wetit quite through the body, 
Hia face was of a fresh colour, though in his life-time 
Tery pale, somewhat swelled, and a. ^rtftu oxOw. ^^^cw>3X 
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hifl neck, aa if he had been strangled, hts blood beiuf 
settled about his neck, throat, and the upper part of hi» 
breastp The surgeons, having viewed the bodj, delirered 
their judgments, that the wounds they found about hira 
were not the cause of hia death ; but that he was suffo- 
uated before the wounds were made ; and that which maj 
fully persuade any person uf the truth thereof is* thai 
there was not one drop of blood to be found in the place 
where he lny, nor the least appearance of any such thin§^,* 
though the ditch was dry, and it might have been easily 
Been, If there had been any. Another thing was, that 
the very bottom of the soles of hia sboea were aa clean 
a» if he had but just cuinc out of bis own chamber ; which 
was an evident sign that be was carried thither, 

"A third thing very remarkable is, that one of tlie 
jury affinned, that a servant of his mother's, (who is 
uwner of the ground where the body lay,) with a butcher 
and two boya, made a very strict and narrow search in 
ail parts of that ground fbr a calf that was missing, upim 
Monday and T'uesday last ; and at that time there lay 
oo dead body, belt, gloves, stick, or other things thcre^^ 

** Now, because several false rep<jrts luive gone abroadi^^| 
tending to the dishonour of thisworthy deceased kni^hti 
lis though be had been discontented about some moneji 
owing by him to the parish, and upon that account should 
make himself away ; the relatcr thinks good to testify to 
the world, that to hia own knowledge Sir Eduiondberry 
lent the parish above SOOi* without interest, a good part 
i>f wbicli is yet unpaid ; so palpable an untruth it i^, 
that soTJie wicked persona have spread ah rt>ad about him. 
But it is no wonder that those inhuman wretches that 
have taken away big life should go also about to biftst 
hh reputation, 
t •* Vue thing tu*>re I caaiiol ^mli t<a mention, having 
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received it from tlie mouth of one of the kte cliurcliwar- 
denfi of the parish where he live*!, which is, that Sir Ed- 
inondberry, not lonef ago, gfave him an huodred pounds 
to bestow upon such poor people in the pariah as he 
knew were in want ; neither was that the first time that 
Sir Edmondherry had employed liini in works of that 
nature, having often made him the distributor of his 
chaiityt hecauae he did not desire the applause of men 
for it. This, without all doubt, proceeded from so re- 
markable and BO sincere a picty^ that, though it may be 
commended, I am afraid it will scarce be imitated," 

The murder of Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey became 
the subject of several medals, as may be seen in Eve- 
lyn's Treatise. On one, a bust of Sir Edmund is 
represented^ with two hands in the act of strangling 
him ; the reverse exhibits the Pope giving his bene- 
diction to a man who is strangling another man upon 
the ground. On a second, with a similar bast^ ie a 
representation of the carrying the deceased, on 
horseback, to Primrose Hill. On a third medal, evi- 
dently designed in ridicule of the others, Sir Edmund 
appears walking, with a broken neck, and a sword 
buried in his body : on the reverse is St. Denis, bear- 
ing his head in his hand, with this inscription ; — 
Godfrey walks up hill after he w^as dead, 
Dmis walks down hill carrying his head. 

CHEAT PLAQUE IN THE YEAR 16G5. 

The interesting nature of the following article, 
which appeared in the ** Gentleman's Magazine/' for 
May, 1825, and relates to the condnct of a CitJisen 
during the direful calamity of the aboNG ^^ax > "^'^'v^* 
f2 ~ 
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tify its insertion in these pages, »otvi»i^hstaiidFDf the 
account given of the Pin^e in the preccdiDg rdoiBe. 
The iiruiness and good sense cxliibkcdby the Grocer, 
furmilian excellent example of proper conduct, slKNild 

our metropolis be ever again so unfortormte as tok 
chastised with the scourge of pestilence. 

Account of a Grocer (u Wood Sire at, Ch^ttp$id0,mh 
preserved himself and Family frofn infection during 
the great Plague in 1665. 

This fauiily consiated of the master and liis wife, tuch 
of them between forty and fifty years tif ag-e, besides fire 
children, three dauefhters and two sons, two maid ser- 
vants, and an apprentice. This IradesmaDy who was i 
wholesale grocer, had another apprentice nearly out of 
hia tiinct a porter, and a boy, whom he kept some time; 
but seeiuir the desolation that was eooiiii^ upon thein» be 
sent the boy down to his friends in Stafford&liire, and 
g^re up to his eldest apprentice the rcmaiiider of hit 
time. Aft to the porter, he did not lodjere in the house 
before, bo there was tm occasion for disioiiisiiig him ; but 
beiner a poor man, and likely to fall into distress fur 
trant of cmjdoy, he was cn^agfcd to come every day and 
Rit at the door as a watchman from nine in the morning 
till six in the eveniii«^, to-rpceive orders, g-o^upoti errands, 
&c. The tradesman had a wit^ket made in the door to 
take in or send out any thing they thoug^ht fit ; besides, 
til ere was a rope fastened to a little puUey to draw up, 
or let any thiug do\m into the street. By this rope they 
often let down victuals and cordials or wliat else they 
thought fit to the porter, and especially his wagpe* con- 
stantly every week, or oftenerj as he required. 

The master having resohed Iq %tot IwsaA^lf u^ with 
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Ms family, had stored himself with all manner of provi- 
Bions, and resolved to make it a sfeandiug' rule that the 
duor should not be opened on any account, fire excepted- 
No person witbm was permitted to look out of the win- 
dows into the street, or open any casement, except a 
wood en window made for the purpose, where the pulley 
and rope was, and that op two pair of stairs ; and this 
wooden window he caused to be coTered with tin, that 
nothing infected should stick to it. 

Whenever the wooden window was opened, he caused 
a fbish of g^unpowder to be made in the room, so as to fill 
it with smoke, which, as soon as the window was opened, 
would gush out with some force, so that it carried away 
what air was in tlie window, not suffering: any to come 
in from abroad till it was purified by the sulphur in the 
gunpowder smoke* WTiile this smoke lusted, busineas 
inig^ht be transacted with the porter ; hut the moment 
the smoke abated, another flash waa made with the pow- 
der within. 

At first, whilst they were ten in the family, the master 
allowed each of tlieni a pound of bread per day ; but as 
lie had laid in a quantity of meal, he reduced one sixth 
part for cake -bread, and stich other sorts as mig-ht be 
made in the Iioyse. He alsobotight three thousand pound 
weig^hfe of biscuit, and had it put up in hoo^sheada as if it 
was going- to be shipped off ; so that the baker thought 
the biscuits were for a ship the grocer was fitting out. 
This he caused to be taken avray in a boat, and being 
brought up to Queenhithe, it w as landed there and carted 
to his warehouse under the appearance of grocery. In 
the same manner he acted with twenty barrels of fine 
flour. He then caused a small oven to be fixed in the 
chimney of cme of his upper apartments. Being well 
provided with beer, as the phyakian% ^v\?>e?l ftN«;t^ ^^«'- 
that could afford h to dxink modexateX'y , ?liv^uqX\«^ ^'^'^ 
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•plrit* Sink or be dejectetl, he laid in a reasonable qimi- 
titr of wifies, cordial waters and brandy, and alio ftome 
of the new and costlj cordial at that time called plague 
water^ besides medicines, &c. Having- furnished himself 
with bread, flour, and beer, he then went to a butcher 
at Rothcfhithe, none havings yet died of the plague m 
that ^ide of the water, and purchased three fat bullocksp 
whieh being killed, were pickled and barrelled up, toge- 
ther with ais barrels of pork. These he also broug'ht by 
water to Trig^g StairB, where he landed and carted thcra 
to his warehouse, as if it had been grocery. Bacon, 
cheese, and butter, he procured out of the country. In 
line, nothing- was wanting that the situation he was going 
into could probably require* These preparations being 
made, he forebore shutting himself quite np for some 
months after the plag^ue had begun, and even till there 
died about a thousand a week. But though the infeclluu 
wad very terrible in the out-parishes, especially abcjut 
Holbora, St. Giles, Fleet-street, and the Strand, the 
City was very healthy, nor was the distemper felt in any 
great degree within the wails, till the end of June or the 
beginning of July ; in the second week of which it ap- 
peared, from the weekly bills, that 1269 had died in the 
out-parts of different distempers. But in the whole of 
the 97 parishes within the walls only 2S had died of the 
distemper, and not more than 16 in all the buildings on 
the Surrey side of the water* 

How ere r, the next week after, it was doubled, and 
began to overspread the whole city and ail the out -parts 
like a torrent* None of this family now were suffered 
to e:o out of the City to any public place, market, ex- 

, or church ; and the master also warned his deal- 
correspondents in the country not to send him 

'e goods» as he could no longer send goods away, 

i?e any sent toliim^ 
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On the first of Juljr he bcg'aa to place his porter nn 
ihe otitsUle of the dour, where lie built hirn a little hutch 
to sit m. By the 14th uf July, the weekly bills amounted 
to 1762 of all distempers ; and as the parish of St. AU 
ban's, Wood -street, was the second in the city that was 
inferted, this tradesman, bolted, harred, and loeked him- 
self in with all his house, taking: the keys into hia own 
keeping, and declared to all his family, that if any one 
t»f them, thcmg-h it were bis eldest son or daughter, should 
offer to stir out of the door, thoug-h but a yard off, they 
should not corae in af ain upon any terms whatever. At 
the same time he nailed up all the casements of hie win- 
dows} or fastened the wtioden shutters on the inside ; 
those window's were excepted which were kept open for 
conversing^ with his porter, as before observed. 

Till this time he ha^ taken fresh meat of a country- 
woman, a hi§:g-ler, who aasurinf him that she broug-ht it 
from 'W'altham Abbey markctj without opening it till she 
came to his dour, he was satisfied, but now be forbade 
her to come any more. Being- now closely shut up, they 
scarcely knew how it fared with their neij^rbbours, except 
that they heard the bells continually tidlin^, and their 
porter y^ave them in the weekly bills of mortality, and at 
leng-th mfomicil them that the next liouse but two was 
infected ; that throe houses <m the other 8i4le of the way 
were abut up, and that two servants out of another house, 
on the same side of the way, but on the other side of 
their bouse, were tsent away to the Pest -house beyond 
CUd-street. 

It was observable that it went hard with the poor ser- 
vants betng" obliged to g'o out on errands, parlicnlarly to 
the markets, to apothecaries and chandlers' shops: the 
latter were at that time the principal places for all ne- 
ocasarics except meat or fish. It xvas a spreat satisfactUi^ 
to them thai the people, in tlie uc!i\ \tow%G ©tq. wvR: v^' 
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th« Loiii Jiavw aad AUfram kai Mim*cHt»^te^ 
>h—> wJA > heUanp to f oBrgf the drid brfwa,. Tk^ 
l»e ttuit kWI»ecB<loiiett iioftcrn, S4. Sepridvt*^ adi 
Cnpp&fgate, for a foftoigfat, liirttkiitnow4kej4icfai 
to come into tlie citj, cfpneiiJIy isto -St. Olate^ Sik«i* 
itreet. TUs beia^ the next parkk t« St^^Biaii'v vai 
friffatlul eaaofii^ and <Milf on tbe odKr BiA9*of^^e<in^; 
nmi durimg that fortnight, whioh was the middle of aIk 
giud, no# lees than* fourscore died in thoao- t«r» snadl 
parishes. The reason of this was soppased to b« Ae 
Jotniof both these parishes to the Crip^efrateiside of ^e 
wall^ag the parish of Crippleg^ate was at that tiasc d r oa d^ 
fuiif visit edy the plai^je being-, como down tha^-wn j liimi 
Sit, Giles's in the Fields, where it begcnv^and'AiMRweiii^ 
of the tnfeetion during the kfetorend^of Auftts^wsd tW 
'^■iHiing of September, lay chie% on. that side of te 
om wlienoe it went on to BUhoij^s^&tfti^oredKtci^ 
Uteohaptl, and fto Xa ^te^ii«»^ ^ 
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From the bf g-innlnar to ^^^ end of Aag-ust, or the firsfc 
week in September^ there di«d from 700 to SOD, and al- 
most 900 a week m Crippletrate parish only, x\ll tbi» 
while, the fatnilj continued io g-oott health, and the cheer- 
ful parent etic<>nrae:cd them to liope fur p^es^?^va,tioE, 
wliatever mig-ht happen without doora ; atill, when they 
received such bad rtcvrs evrry day, they be^stn to look 
upon ime another with heavy heartB, believing" they wei^ 
all hut ilead corpses, and thj^t the visitation was so ap- 
pointed by heaFen as to aw'eep away the whole of the in-* 
habitants, and that none would he left alive. In t!vt# 
distress the ma fcer prudently ordered all his fiiinily to^ 
lodge on the lower flotir, ^r up one pair of atairs, ami as* 
many of them to sleep single as pussihle, wliilat the* 
rooms above were fnrnished with beds for any that ini^hfr 
be taken sick ; for whom a nurse should be procured, out 
of doora, and be drawn up by the pulley to the wooden 
shutter, so as not to eome throusfh the house at all, or 
converse with uny of the family. He also proposed that 
if he himself should be taken ill, he would immediately 
submit to the nurse's attendance, and that none of hi^' 
children should be suffered to rome up stairs, or come 
near him ; and that if he shoidd die, his body should be 
let down by the pulley also, into the cart, and so of the 
whole house, thoii§fh hU wife assured him that she wonld 
be shut up with him. This careful father was up every 
morniuE: the first in the house, and went to every chamber 
door, servants as well as children, to ai^k them how they 
did, and when they answered ** very well," he left them 
with thisslmit reply, ** tjive God thanks/' 
\' Ilia letters were broue;irt by the postman or letter car- 
rier to his porter, who smoked them with sulphur and 
gunpowder ; then opening- thera and sprinkling them 
with vineg-ar, they were drawn u^ V>y iVkft ^v^^"^ '^^^ 
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then smoked ag-aln with atrong' perfumes, and tnklng 
them up with a pair of hair Efloves, the hair outeniiofit, 
he read them with ar larjEj^c reading g La?? at a considerable 
distance, and as they were mad burnt them. At List 
the distemper rag'ing more and more, he ftirbid his friimd* 
writing" to him at all. The Itisa of hia fitithfnl porter 
heightened the calamity of this good man ; he missed 
him at the nsual time wlien he used to lower him down a 
mess of broth, or some other warm thing for his break- 
fash He heard notliing- of bim all that day and the 
next, when the third day citliing again for bim within thft 
dtwr, he was answered by a strange voice in a melancholy 
time, that Abraham was dead. *' And wbo then are you,** 
said the master to the person who spoke, •*! am his poor 
distressed widow, come to tell you yonr poor servant is 
gone," " Alas ! poor wonmnt'' said he, " and what canst 
thou do then ?" **0h. Sir/' said she, "I am provided 
for, I have the distemper upon me, I shall not be lung 
after him." These words, he confessed, made his heart 
cold within bim ; but as be stood surrounded with the 
smoke of gunpovrder, he did not immediately retire, but 
said to her again, "if you are in such a condition, good 
woman, why did you come out?" ** f came Sir," said 
she, ** because I knew you would want poor Abraham to 
wait at your door, and I would let you knovv\** **WelK 
hut," says he, '*if he is dead I must want him ; you can- 
not help me." ** No, Sir," said she, " but I have brought 
you an honest man that Mill serve you as faithfully as he 
did." ** But how do 1 know what be is, and as he comes 
with you that are sick, how do I know that be is not in- 
jected? I shall not dare to touch anything that conies 
m him/' "Oh, Sir," said she, **heis one of the 
e men, for he had the distemper and is recovered, so 
i« out of danger, or cUe t would not have brought him 
YOU.'" This wai an cncouTTa.^em&v\l, %.tA\vft ^^^ %«^ 
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glad of the new man ; but would not believe the story of 
his recovery till he brought the constable of the piiriab 
and another person to vouch for it: while this was doings, 
the poor woniaa having- answered aoine further questions, 
and receiving Home money that was thrown down to her 
for her relief, went away. 

After hearing- the tolling of so many bellsi it was now 
remarkable that there was not one to be heard. Tlie 
reason, as tbe new porter told him, waa, that the number 
of the dead was ao great, that the hells were not allowed 
to toll for any body ; but that all were fetched away by 
the carts, rich as well as poor. In the midst of this mi- 
iery, and just as the master began to be very well pleased 
HTith his new porter, especially as he had concluded that 
he was one that had had the distemper, he was greatly 
surprised ; for calling to him one morning, he received 
no answer* He called at different times aU that day and 
the next j but could get no satisfaction but from a 
watchman who stood at the door of a house, who told him 
that his second porter, Thomas Molins, was sick of the 
plague. He added, that some persons who had recovered 
from the sickness three or four times, had died of it after 
all. On the following day the watchman informed him 
that Molins was carried away by the dead carts the night 
before. The Grocer shut his wooden door immediately, 
and was exceedingly distressed to think that two poor 
men had thus lost their lives a« it were to preserve him. 

After a fcirtnight, growing impatient w^ith being so 
entirely without intelligence, and seeing none of the 
weekly bills of mortality, nor knowing or hearing any 
thing but the doleful noise of the dead cart, he opened 
his wooden window, called to the watchman and asked 
him how he did, and some questions about the house be- 
fore wliich he was placed ? '* Alas ! masterV* «?*^v4\i^-, '* iVkR 
disiressed family are all dead a^iid ^one j cisjc.c^l^^\w«^' 
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oiAO, and h€ h earned to the pett bouse. taniiMVi 
pikiced at the next dour, and they haTe tbree sirk and em 
dead/* Last week's bill* the %vatchman said, was abwTfl 
8000 ; hut that the plasn^e decreased at tite other ead of 
the town, in St. GUes'd and Holbom, the people beinf 
mostly dead or c^one away ; but that it increased dread* 
fully towards Atdrate and Stepiiey, also in Souths 
where it had been more moderate than in any other | 
of the tovin. Still between fiur and fire handred 
week died in Cripplegate parish, and aborc etg'ht hu 
dred in Stepney. 

Tins ennfined fiiniily now bearan to b« imiclt inconfi 
nienced by the scurvy, in consequence of living' so mud 
upon salt provisions ; liowever, by the use of limes an 
Jeiftott juice, they soon improval. To say nothing 
the infected houses marked with a cro8», and 
have mercy upon us'* wri»;teii upon the doors, the stree 
had a nTelancholy proBpeet. The pavement was over- 
grown with firrass ; and it wa? not one tinte in tweoty 
that they could see any one when they looked throtf^ 
their wicket, or eo much as a door open. As for the $kofi0i 
they were all shut clme, cxeeptingr that a door was kept 
open at the Apothecaries and Chandlers, for admitting 
people that wanted tnedicine, &c. Not a coach or I 
cart was to bo seen, except now and then a coach carrf* 
ing some sick person to the pest Iiou&e ; whilst perhaps 
three or four truies in tlie nii^htt the beliumn came abdut 
with the dead cart, cry in e^ "brin^ out your deml/' 

The master of the houte was now become so impatient, 
that he could nut content hinjself without sotnetiniei 
openincf his wooden window to talk to the watchnmii 
'*<» continued floated at the door of the house thfil was 
^ up ', but at last he looked for liim, and found he w»i 
e too, for which Ue w?ift ticfvOoU^ iV^^i va<it«^ heeauM 
ioiended to have gVyea \5iBi ^xsa xmwri . ^^n*. ^^ 
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however t as lie was looking- tbroui^h his glass, he saw 
this man stantliTig' on the other side of the street and] 
looknig^ lip to wards his hoiiae, upon which be run irnme- 
dintely to his wooden windaw. The poor watclitijan 
told him he was ^lad to see him alive, and that he waa ^ 
dis?ini8Red from the house he had been »ct to watch, most | 
of the peirple heiutf (Jead, if he pleased to accept of hii i 
eternce, be would Bit at his door iu the daj Hmc, as hit j 
two porters had done before. This offer being- accepted, 
he threw the poor man tw(» erovrns, for which be wasTer 
tbnnkful ; and he bad not been at tlic door many day?* j 
before he was able to inform his master that the week! j J 
bill was decreased 1837 in one week, which had been the | 
cause of g^reat joy ; that the burials were reduced iindet j 
S90t thongh in Stepney they were as big'h as ever. 

The nest week the rctnms of deaths of all diMeasei I 
did not exceed 6725, and the hnrials in Cripplegate wer« 
only 196 ; nothing* when compared to 896 only a few 1 
weeks before. This tradesman's sons would fain liare [ 
had him, like Noah, to Imve sent out a ifoTe» or tobare^ 
h't them g-o out of doors to see howthiog-s werctamlhow 
the city looked ; and they urg^etl bini the nii>re, as they 
lie§^an to hear a noise of the people in the streets passing- 
to and fro, and that pretty often ; but he kept hii« reso- 
lutioTi, and would not let any one stir out on any terms, 
or under any pretence whatever. The next week but 
two there was a further decrease in the bill of IS 19 ; and 
now the porter knocked at his door, assuring" him that 
the visitation was really jOfoin§^ off, as the Lord Mayor 
had ordered the dead carts not to go about more than 
twice a week in several parts of the city. Fortius i^ood 
news he let down to the watchman a pint bottle of goi>d 
uaek, wifb provisions for him and his family. 

Th ese Ba ttenng prospe e ts , howftN ct » Nf ^\^ \^<y^ ^V^s^ 
n temkk coBSfcernation in the ^\ko\e i^xc^i^ 
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idea that the master biraflelf concluded he was stradt 
with the plague ; and it was feared th«it lest he ehciuW 
be the rneans uf giviuf it to any of his children, he wouM 
obhg-e them to have him carried *>ut to the peat house ; but 
Ma wife iind all the children declared ag-ainst it, protest* 
ing that they would rather have the distemper with him, 
than be separated ; and that they would leave the con- 
sequencea to God*8 mercy. Happily a violent perspira- 
tion relieved both him and them, and in two or three 
days he was about agnini his disease having- been nothini: 
more than a comiuon cold caught by standing- too loDg" 
at Ilia wooden window talking with the watchman* 

The joy of the family on tlus occasion may be easily 
conceived ; they now beg-an to look ahroad for intelli' 
^ence. And now they could see through their windows 
a new face of thing-s in the streets and about the houses ,• 
people were frequently seen going up and down ; othcra 
began to open their shops » at leaiit half way; the hack- 
ney coaches were also heard rumbling in the street* ; so 
that without calling to the porter, they could easily per- 
ceive that the distemper was greatly decreased, and thai 
the people that were left liad more courage than before : 
and, in a word, that the plaefue was g:oing off, at least 
in tlic City, and chiefly on that side where they livedo 

It was now the last week in October, and only 22 were 
interred in Cripplegate parish ; still the bills were hi^h 
in Stepney and Southwark, The master, however, con- 
tented liimself with hear in i^ how things were, and wotdd 
not abate a tittle of his strictness in keepiug his fjimlly 
friHu any communication whatever with the people out 
of doors. He was aware that the people would be rash 
iu their joy, and presuioing too far would return to their 
houses, and bring out their goods, &c, on which others 
•ad died, and air them too %ooti, w\^ %<& i^tT\\3c^^ Iwvji^J 
aci the infection. A.tid »« it UU ^a^^-* t^ix ^QXii^ > 
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middle of November the bills on a sudden increased 40 J 
at once r and rose from 1030 to 1400; but the weather 
becoming' cool ag^Jiin, the bills continued decreasing- till 
the third week of November, wlien only 653 were returned 
as djing- of the plague- 
On the Ifit of December lie opened his street door, and 
walked out alone without any of liis family, viewdng- the 
atrcetSt the houses, and the shops, but cautiously avoided 
conversation with any one. In fact, he saw very few per- 
sons that be was acquainted with, except a few just in his 
ovv^u neig"hbourhood. He saw a vast number of houses that 
had been deserted ; hut in some of these the servants had 
returned, and were opening the windows and doors, 
raakint;- fires in all the rooms, burning- perfumes, &c» and, 
thus preparing the houses for the return of the families 
to whom they belonged. Returning again in a few 
hours, he resolved to keep in his close quarters one week 
hjnger, after which he removed with his fat nily to a house 
in Toltenham Ilig-h Cross, th;vt bad not been infected. 
Here they enjoyed good air and fresh provisions, brouglit 
from W'altham market. Hi.^ house in London being fast 
locked up, excepting the gate into his yard^ the key of 
which was entrusted to the wat^hm;in, he went or sent two 
or three times a week to see that thiug^a were in good order ; 
and thus it continued till the February following, for the 
plague had not entirely ceased in the City during the 
iiiunths of December and January. At the latter end of 
Deceuiber it began to increase again, owine;^, as it was 
thou^^ht, to the people returning foster than ordinary Lu 
their d\yellings ; but by the beginning of February this 
family being well recovered, and in perfect health, and 
the City again lilled with people, he removed back again, 
came to his house, opened his doors, and carried on his 
business as before. The overplus of U\^ \ktwvKv«vva> 
amoun tutor to J^wlbs. of bread* 5 \it>^\\'eTa^i> oiVew 
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800] bs. of cheoM, 5 ^it<*1i€s of lNic«Hit nod some baireli 
yf salt b^fef aod pork, he beitowed upan the poof in 
hi« neis^hboufhotMi, a^ a ibanki^^mng^ otferrug for the 
pren^rration he had ^xjHi^rieiiceil.^ 

JfAY-JlAT. MAYIXG m HENRY THS EIGflTa's 

H KICK. --EVIL MAY DAY. 

Kow the bright in oral Dg* Star, day's harhinfiTfr, 
Ct^mea dancing froiii «1 nd leads irith her 

The flowery May :— Miltosj, 

Mctjf'Do^r which in the en times,'* ivai con* 

secrated botfi to ihe Goddes a^ and the Queen of 

Xjoyc, was the grand rustic h^ y of our forefalben, 
tmd it was acni^totoed to be ^ lebrated with joyoaJ 
di sermon a awd festive rerelry. In the early dawiij 
froni every town and village j :be lads and lasses 
poured forth in congregated throcga **^to fetch bome 
tbe May" from the blossoining woodlands, a custoti 
which Spenser tbus poetically recorded in the fifth 
Eclo^je of hia " Sbepbcrd's Calender/* 

Youthea folke now flee ken in every where 

To gather JIf a;/ -boskets, and siMeliiag Brtere ; 

Atid home they hasten the postcs tij di^'*ht^ 

And all the Ivirk pillers, ere daylig^iit^ 

IVith Hawthorne buds, and sweet Eg'Isintiiir, 

And girlonda uf Rosea, and Sopa in wlue^^ — 

Siker, this morrow, no lou^-er afoj 

1 saw a «hole of shephcardii out-g:o 

With sinsfing- and Bliowtijig-, and jolly cheere j 

Before them yode a lusty tahrere, 

• The style of the above narrative is ao very similar to tbat 
ef Ete Foe'a *^ Joarnal of ib^ Pla^ut V«at " tbat we may al* 
moii caaclude it lo have been ^iV\Xea^>i Vivtxv. ^^ 
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That ta the mey nie a home-pipe plaid, 
Whereto they dauncen echeone with his maide. 
To see these folke* make such jovisaunee. 
Made my heart after the pipe to daunce* 
Tlio' to the gTeen-wtH>d they epeeden theiu all. 
To fetrheu home May with tbcir musiiall : 
And hi HOC they bring-cni in a royal I throne, 
Crowned as Kin^ ; and his Queen attone 
Was Lady Fiora^ on whom did attend 
A far re Hoek of Faeries, and a fresh bend 
Of lovely Nymphs. O, that i were there 
To helpen the Ladies their Mt*y-buah beare I 

So, likewise, tbe deli ciously- warbling Herrick, in a 
melliSaouB Address to Uib slumbering Co tin n a, thtia 
beautifully deiicribes the *' harmeleas follies/' of a 
May morniog. 

Get up, g^et up for «ihame, the blooming inorne 
Upon her wing's presents the God unsborne. 
See how Aurora throwes her faire 
Fresh-quiltcd colours through the aire ; 
Get up, BAveet slug-a-hed, and see 
The dew bespang^led herbe and tree. 
Each flower has wept, and Ijuw'd toward the cast, 
Above an houre biuce^ yet you ui^t drest. 
Nay ! not ao much as ciut of hed ; 
W'hen all the birda hare niatteyns aeyd. 
And auu^ their thank full hymnea ; 'tis sin. 
Nay, profanation to keep in, 
When aa a thousand virg-ins on this day. 
Spring: sooner than the lark, to fetch in May. 

Rise, and put on your folia£fe» and be secne 

To come forth, like the spring-time, fre^^lvw^^ i^T^^\i!ev 



And sweet ae Flora- Take no care 
For jewels for your f owue or ha ire ^ 
Pearc not, the leaves wHl strew 
GemiDR in abundance upon ymi ; 

BciideSi the childhood of the day has kept, 

Ag^inut you come* some orient pearls unwept- 
Come, and receive them while the iig^ht 
Hang-i on the dew-locki of the riight - 
And Titan on the eastei i hfll 
Retires himself e^ or el lands etilF 

Till you come forth. Wash, d; e, be brief in prayui;^; 

Few beads are best, when once \ e goe a Maying-, 

Comet my Carinnaj come ; comming', markc 

How each field turns a street, each street a parke 

Made ^reen, and trirara'd with trees j see hoir ' 
Devotion gives each house a boug-h. 
Or branch ; each porch, each doore* ere ihis> 
An arke, a tabernacle is, 

Made up of white-thorn neatly interwove ; 

As if here were those cooler shades of love: 
Can such delig^hts be in the street. 
And open fields, and we pot see't > 
Come, we'll abroad, and let's obey 
The proclamation made for May ; 

And sin no more, as we have done, by staying* ; 

But, my Corinna, come, let's goe a Maying-. 

There's not a budding boy or girle, this day. 
But is got up, and gone to bring In May. 
A deale of youths ere this, is come 
Back, and with wliite-thorn laden home. 
Some have dispatcht their cakes and creamt 
Before that we ha^e left iss dtewae ; 



LOMDINIANA. 



227 



And sometiare wept, and woo'd, nnd pHg^hted troth, 
And chose their priest, ere we can cast off slutli : 

Many a screen gown lias been g-ivcD ; 

Many a kisse, buth odde and even ; 

Many a glance, toti, has been sent 

From out the eye, lovers Hruiament ; 
Many a jest tald of the keyea betraying 
This night, and locks pickt ; yet w'are not a Maying^. 

Come, let as g-oe, T^hile we are in our prime, 
And take the liarmJeiSBe follie of Hie lime. 

We shall groA^ old apace and die 

Before we know our liberty. 

Uur life is short, and our dayes mn 

As fast away as do's the sitnne ; 
And as a vapour* or a drop uf raino 
OofC lost, can nc'r be flumd againe ; 

So when or you or [ are msAe 

A fabUi, songt or fleet iug- shade; 

All love, all liking, all delight 

Llea droivn'd with ua in endless nigltt. 
Then, while tune serves, and we are but decaying. 
Isomer my Corinna, come, let' a goc a Maying, 

Bnl the jocuod sports of tUis festival, were not con- 
fined to the yoUDg and gay, eveu royalty itself par- 
took of its diver a ion 8, and as Stowr informs us *^ tvttry 
fwa/i, except impediment, would j on May day in Iht: 
womiog walke into the sweete meddowes and green 
woodfl, there to reioicc their spirits with the I>i;hu ly 
and savour of sweet flowers, and u ivli the harmony 
of hird^, praysing God in their kmtl.' ♦ — 
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'^ I finde ako," continues our clironicler, " that in tlir 
month lif Mny, the Citbens of Lou don fofali t^uMtij 
iig-litiy in erery Pariah, or sometimes tiro or three Pa* 
rishes jiiyning' tofifcther, had their Bevernll Miiyings, m^ 
did fetcli in Maj-polet^, i>'ith divers wurlike shewes, with 
g:ood Archera^ ^forice-dauncera, and other dericei foi 
paifititne all tbe day lon|f ; and towards the Evening^t 
they had Stag e-playes, and P"«'*%rs in the sireeta. 

"Of these Mayinp, we re a i the reign of Hear? 
t}ie sixt, that the Alderineii * Sherrffes uf Londflir, 
heeing on May day sit the B 3 of Lt>ndona WotMJ in 
the paridh yf Stehiinheath, [i* fney] and having there 
a Tvorishipfull dinner tor th**'"*^ m and other cojujiier*, 
LydgJite the Poet, that was :e of Bury, gent to the Uk 

by a PiifEiv^ant a joyfull cum me datlcm of th^t seaiiun, 
containing sixtcene stai'cs in ui' ter Roy all, begionin^ 
thos;— 

** Mighty Flora, Godde&He of fresh flowers, 
which clothed hath the Boyle in lusty greene, 

Made hud» to spring, with her aweet ahowcrSp 
by influeucc of the Sunne shine, 

To doe plcaRanne of intent full cleane, 
unto the Stjttcs which now sit here, 

Hath f^rr downe sent her own daughter dearer 

•* Making; tlie vertiie, that diired in the root, 
Ciiiled the vertUEj the virtue re^etable, 

for to transcend I mosst wholHome and most soote. 
Into the top, this season ao aj^^ecable ; 

the hawmy tiqnor is so comoi end able. 
That it rejoyceth with hisfrsBh inoiitripe, 

man, beast, and fowle, and every creature," Sec. 

In Henry the Eighth*^ reignj but more particularly 
his early vear^, t\ie ^a>j Ci^^m^^ ^^t^ ^^Ubrated 



wllh Justes and splendid Pageantry, and thai far- 
frimcd chivalric oat-law, Robin Hood, presided as 
Lord of the May, supported by his boon companions 
Little John and Friar Tuck, nnd having tlie fair 
Mdd Marian in his suitej trigethcr with numerous 
attendant Morris-dnncers and other re veil erg.*— Hen- 
ry's w&Sf at first, a Court of social gaiety and "^'plea- 
sannce," of uhidi the Annals of Ids day furnish abun- 
dant testimony. The following particulars of some 
0(hh Mayings are extracted from Hairs '^ Chronicle/' 

*' On May-daye, in the 2d ycreofhis reyne [anno 
T5IO]hys Grarf bcyna: yonijfe, andwyllyn^ not to be idell, 
rose in the m^imynif very early to f^trhe May or srene 
boH's, liym-selfe frecbc and ryt'liely appareyled^ & 
I'lothedallhifiKtiygrbia, Squiers, and Gentt'lmeninwhyte 
Satyn^ and all fiys Garde and Yomen of the Croune 
in white sarcenet: And so went every man with hh 
Itiixve and arrowea uboting' in the w*md, and so repai/ed 
ae-aine to the tJourte, every man with ji trrene bough m 
\v\% cappe ; and at hy» retiirnyng^ many bearynja^e of his 
g-iiyti^e a Maiyn^, were deayruus to see by m shute, for 
nl that tyme bi^ Grace shutte as stron^e and aa ^['reate % 
lenjsfth as any of hie ^farde*" 

in I lie following year, the King, being " lusty, 
young, and con rations," and greatly delighting *' in 
featcs of chyvalric/" caused a challenge at lustes 
*' against ail coromers" to be proctaimedj '* to l>e 
Ijolden at bis roannonr of Greenwychey^ on the three 
first days of the ensuing May, — '* whichc noble cou- 
rage, all younge persones highly praysed, but the 
auncient fathers muclic doubted, considering the ten- 
der youth of the Kyng, and divers c\ia\mc&^ ^ilV^xs^ ■ 
i0nd armore ; s& much tliat it was optnlN ^i-^q'^^u* V^^a! 1 



230 LONDINIAKA* 

stde was not so strong, but it might be hnkem, tor 
BO horse could he so sure of fote, hot be may fall : yd 
for all these doabtes, the lusty prince proceded in Ui 
chalenge.*' — 

'* The first daye of Maye, the Kynge meeompaagvM 
with many lusty Batchelors, on g^ate and well di«B{ 
horsen rode to the woode to fetche 1^1 ay, where a mta 
might have sene many an hoTHe raysed on highei with 
falope, tume and R^oppe marueylous toWboIde; what 
he and thre other, as Syr Edward Haw»rd, Chuim 
Brandtm, and Edward Neiiil, which were chaHeBKm 
with the Kjng; shyfted themselres into cotes of frcae 
satyn, guarded with erym Myn Yel?et, On the otter part 
the Earles of Essex, of Deuenshire, the Marques Dorset, 
the lorde Haward, were all in cryinosin satyn, gtaeM" 
with a puunccd garde of grene velvet. And as they were 
returning on the Hyll, met with them a shippe vnder 
sayle : the master hayled the Kyng and that noble com- 
paignie, and saied that he was a Maryner, and was come 
from many a straunge portc, and came hither to se if any 
cledes of armes were to be done in the count rey, of the 
whiche he miglit make report in other countries. An 
Herauldc demanded the name of his shyppe ; he aun- 
swered, she is called Fame, and is laden with good R^» 
uoune. Then saycd the Heraulde, if you will bring 
your shippe into the bay of Hardines, you must double 
the poynt of Gentilnes, and there you shall se a comr 
paignie that wyll medle with your marchaundise. Then 
sayed the Kyng, sythcn Renowne is their marchaundyse, 
let us bye it, and we can. Then the shippe shotte a pele 
of Gonnes, and sayled forth before the Kynges compaignie, 
ful of fiagges and banners, till it came to the tilte yearde. 

*' At after none, t\ie Kyiv^ «iv^V\% Vto^ \f^»^«^ ^;«jtx«^ 
into the fielde, . tWu Yiaxd^i^ wA \»j^^^ ^ w^wav^H. 
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hltu velvTt, ci*f in qnadrant cuttea embroudered full of 
Pomgranettes, & ail tlie waytera in aylke of tlie Bam« 
ciploure. The other partie were in cryraosyn satyn aiul 
grene velvet. Then be|^an the trcmipettea to Bounde, atiil 
the horses to rurjne that rriariy a Bpere H^as hrast, and 
many n. great sinpe g"iven: and for truthe the Kyng 
*x ceded in nutubcr of staves all other, every day of the 
ill, daies. Wherefore on the iii. day, the Quene made a 
5freat banket to the Kyng', and all t)iem that had Justed : 
and after the banket done, she gave the cbefe price 
[prize] to the Kyng, the ii, to the Erie of Essex, the iii» 
to the Erie of DeuongshtrCr and the iiii, to the Lorde 
Marqrjcs Dorset, Then the Hcrauldes cried, my Lordes, 
for yonr noble feates in armes, Gtjd sende you the lou^ 
»>f your Lsidica that you moste desire.'* 

In. Henry' a sixth year, Tiliing tkgmmt "allcommers," 
was again proclaiined for the opening of May* The prin- 
cipal defenders were the King, and the Duke of Sof^ 
foik : the former was clad "in a scopelary mantel and 
hat of clothe of selverj & like a whit hermlie ^ and the 
Duke appeared appareled like a black hermttCj al of 
black velvet : both their berdes wer of Damaske sil- 
ver. — " At theae Jusles wer broken cxiiii* speres, in 
a short season,'' The prize was adjudged to the King 
and his brave companion. 

Id the seventh year of Henry's reign, a yet greater 
degree of splendour was given to the courtly celebra- 
tionof May Day, as will be evident from the ensuiDg 
extracts from the Chronicle already quoted. 

" The Kyng and the Quene accompanied with manj 
Lorde ft & Ljwlie» rode to the high grounde of Sh»ter» 
hi] to t»}(ethe open ayre# and as tW^ ^^^mti^Xi^i xJaa^v 



2ft!t Lcmnm^MJU . 



tbey espied i eoupsny ^ t^ y&tmui elollied'aD li 
gfrene, with preoe irbodat ttbowa and.afrMMttifti 
Duber of ii.C. Then oad of Aev, wMeb edUi hya lA 
Robyn Hoed, eame to tlw Kjrnf^detjriitgi h^fo wUi 
men siiote, & the Kjmgf wm eorileiit. Tbm Ink wMiliii 
U dil the ii.C. uthert thot k^ Uiied vtrMOs^ Jl iftmJn 
v^-histeled ftfftin, and they Ukeirfie ehoe' agmyae^ iWr 
•irrowes whisteledBy crilflte ofthehand, wOrit ttttMyii 
#as 8tranil|r« ^i^ ir*^ ^"^ rtnebi |J Mrt d lk Kj^r 
theQueneiftidalltheCainpMif. AUtiiJBie.nMhniiwMf 
of the Kjit|fi» garde, ahdhid thna'4ff|pit6ip4 lieiairttei 
tbinalefiioliee'totheKyngfe. ' '^ ^^ • 

• «< Then Robyn Hood desyred1;hft Kinf Mfl'QMie •§ 
come into the grene wood, and to ee htntiSiB unUait i 
Ijrue. The Kyug denunmded of the Qoene aad Wr !#• 
dyes, if they durst adaentore to go into the wood irfth to 
many outlawesi. Then the Quene said, that if it pleased 
hym, she was content ; then the homes blew tyll they 
came to the wood ynder Shoters hill, and there was sn 
Arber made of bowes [boughs] with a hal, and a great 
chamber, and an inner chamber, rery well made and co- 
uered with floures and swete herbee, whiche the Kyng 
muche praised. Then said Robyn Hood, Sir, Ontlawef 
brekefastes is venyson, aud therefore you must be content 
with such fare as we vse. Then the Kyng and Quene 
sate downe, and were served with venyson and vyne by 
Robyn Hood & his men, to their great contentacicm. 
Then the Kyng departed and his company, and Robyn 
Hood and hiar men them oonduicted, and as they were 
retumyng, there met with them two Ladyes in a ryche 
chariot drawen with v. horses and euery horse had hii 
name on his head, and on euery horse sat a Lady with 
her name written. On the first courser called Cawdet 
s HumiditCt or Humide. OikV)Dk«VL% ^^^"o^nxst stalled 
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Memeon^ roade Lady Feri, On the iii, railed Pheion, 
sate Lady fe^atine. On the iiii, called Rimphon, aate 
Lady Pif^aaautr. On the v. called Lampaee »ftte Swete 
Odour: And in the Chnyre sjit the Lady Jf^y, aecom- 
panled by Lady Fhra, rifihely appareled, and they sa- 
luted the Kyng- with diuprse g-omJly son ires, and so 
briiufht him to Grene^ryche. At this Maiyne^ was a 
gr^^ate niimher of people to beliulde tn iheir ifrccit gidace 
and con fort/' The festivities of the day term in ate d with 
juBtin£r " on ^reat coursers," and *' a goodly banqnct," 

Evil May D<JVt Js the iippeHation bestowed by our 
Annalists on the first of May, 1517, (9th of Heary 
the Eighllfc), when a very serions Tumult arose in 
Lon do Q » i n CO n !- eqn cnce o 1" t b e great e n cou r age me n t 
given to foreign artificers aud traders, who liad set- 
tled in thcj suburbs, and '^compassed tbeCltie ronadu 
aboute, in South vvarke, in Westminster, Temple 
barre, Holborne, Sayucte Mnrtynes, Sayncle Jhons 
strete, Algrite, To^vre hyll, and Sainct Katherines/'* 
— The indignation which this excited among the En- 
glish populace, was much increat-ed by the insolent 
demeanour of the foreigners themselves, of which 
Hall relates the followingj among other instances. f 

** In this 8ea9on, the (iendwayea, Frcncheinen, an# 
other strauna'ers, Riiyde and boasted them selfes to be in 
suche fauoure with the Kynsf and hys connsaill, that they 
set nati^hte by the rulers of the citic. And the multitude 
of straungers was so great abont London, that the pore 
Englishe artificens coulde skace get any liuine^: And 
most of all the straun^crs were so |*roude, that they die- 
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daiiked, mocked and opfnretied the Engliftlieiiien, whUe 
WM the beg^nning^ of the grudge* Fur amonge all other 
thjng^es, there was a Carpenter in London called WiU 
IjamtoD, whiche bought tvro ttockdouea inChepe»ul 
as he was aboute to paje f«ir them, a Frencheman tab 
them oute of his hande, and said the/ were no meate far 
a Carpenter. Well, said the Englishenmo, I bane bongkt 
them, and now payed for them, and therefore I wiUh«R 
them: naj, saied the Frencheman, I wil haae then far 
my lorde the Ambassadour, and so fur better or wom^t, 
the Frencheman called the Eng^lisheinan kna^e, ui 
went away with the stockdoues. The atraiing^rs caaie 
to the Frenche Ambassadour, and surmyaed a comphhte 
anpainste the poore carpenter, and the ' Ambatsadov 
came to my lorde Maire, and said so moche* tlAt tiie 
carpenter was sent to prison : and yet not contented witi 
this, 80 complayned to the kynges counsail, that the kyngef 
commaundement was laide on him. And when Sir Jobn 
Baker, kny^ht, and other worshipful persones sued tu 
the Ambassadour for hyin, he aunswered, by the body of 
God, that the Englyshe knave shoulde lose his lyfe, for 
he saied no Eng^Iyshemen shoulde deny that the Frenche- 
men required, and other aunswere had they none." 

At lengthy this great " hari-burning^'* as Stow calls 
jt, was blown into an open flame by a city broker, 
'' that sore grudged at these matters,** named John 
Lyocoln, who •' wrote a byll before Easter, desyriog 
Doctor Staodicbe at hys Sermon at Saint Marye 
Spittell, the Mondaye in Easter weke> to mone the 
Mayre and Aldermen^ to take parte with the conimi- 
naltie agayoste the straungers.*' — Standish, prudently, 

'fused to interfere, but Dr. Bell, or Ball^ a canon of 
^8ame ''Spittell,*' v?a%\u^\Msiic^^V^ \i««ftVBL tA 
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read *' hys byO/* from the pulpit, at the Spital Ser- 
mon OQ E as lei' Tuesday, a nil afterwards to coimnetit 
on the grievances of which it complained. 

Among the arguments employed by Liocoln to hi- 
duce Dr, Bell to conform to his wish, he tolde liim^ 
that the Eaglbli merchants '* cnuld hare no vtter- 
aancej'' for the merchant Stran«jera *^* brynge ia all 
Silkes, clothes of Guide, Wyne, Oyle, Iron, and suchc 
other murchauadyse ;— and also outwarde, they carve 
so niuche Eiiglyshe Wolle, Tyniie, and Lcade, that 
Englyslsemen that auenture autw^ardei can haue no 
lyuyng.*' — He concluded thus : 

" — The Duchemen bryngf ouer Iron, Tymber, lether 
and We^niikut really wrought^ as Nayles, Lotkcs^ Bag- 
kettes, Cubboardes, Stoulca, Tahlea, Chestes, glrdels, 
with pomtct*, sadelles and painted dothes, so that if it 
were wruught here, Englisheineii mi«:ht have son»e worke 
& lyujngc hy it. And hesyde this, they growe into 
ftuche a multitude that it is tn he luuked vpon* for I tiawc 
on a Sondayc this Lent, vi.C, straiingera slmtyng at the 
Popyngfiyewith Crosbowest aud they kepe suchc assem- 
blies and fraternitiea together, ik make suehc a gatherin^f 
to their cuiooo boxe, that eucry butcher wil holde plee 
with the ci tie of LJdu/'-™* 

After reading apart of Lmcoln*s paper, Dr. Bell 
expatiated on the textj *' Ccetum, cwli Domino, ler* 
ram auiem detlitjiins Homhmm/* (the Heavens to 
the Lord of Heaven, but the Earth he hath given to 
the Children of Men), aud inferred, ** that this Janda 
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was given to EDgliskemenf aad as.bjidoriPiwUffde* 
fende their nest, 90 oQgbte £ftgiisbeiM» tp'dieryiha 
and defende them selfes, and to bttfteand giseve afieat 
for the common weale.<->-And vpoa tliis test ^-Prngaafn 
Patria* he brought m, bowe by Goddes Jam it wm 
lawful] to fyght for their contrey> and efcr lia lob- 
tellie moned the people to reljelle againat tlva atraaa- 
^gers and breake the kynges peaoe^ notbynge rcgaid- 
ynge the league betwene pryncea and the kyages 
honoure." 

The fermeot thus excited, soon spreadj aad, oa ths 
28th of April, a number of foreigaera weA-aaaaaltsd 
}d the streets, some being struck, some boffeted, ud 
some " throwen in the canal,'* for which aiQgresaioBS 
several persons were committed to the city prisons by 
tfie Mayor — '^ Then sodeynly was a comon secret 
rumour, & no man could tell how it began, that on 
May daye next, the citie would rebel! & slaye all 
Aliens, in so much as diverse straungers fled out of 
the citie." — This rumour having been communicated 
to the King's Council (the King himself being at 
Richmond) Cardinal Wolsey sent for the Mayor [Joho 
Rest] and ^* other of the Councell of the citie," and 
after some conversation on the subject, ** willed him 
to take good heede, that if any riotous attempt were 
intended, he should with good policie prevent it'.**» 

** The Maior coramingf from the Cardinals house, 

about fuiire of the clocke in the aftemoone on May Eue, 

for his brethren to the Guild-Hall, yet was it al- 
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most seuen of the clocke, before the asapijibl y wm set : 
upon conference hud of the iiiritter, some thought it 
necessary, that a substantiall watch Bhoiild be set of 
honest Citizens, wliicli mii;ht withstand the euil dooer^ 
if they went about any misTuIe. Otlier were of con- 
trary opinion, as rather thinldng it best, that comtnande* 
mcnt should bee s^inen to eiiery man, to shut in bis dure;* 
and to keep his seruants within. Before ei^ht of the 
clocke, Master Heconler [Rii'h. Brouke, Serjeant at 
Law] was sent to the Cardinal, with these opinions, who 
hearing' the same, allowed the latter. And then the 
Recorder, and Sir Tlioniiis More, late under-s!jeriiTe of 
London, ami now" of the Kin^s Coon cell, came back 
ag-ame to the Guild-Iiall, halfe an liourc before nine of 
the clocke, and there shewed the pleasure of the Kin^-a 
Councell : whereupon enery Alderman sent to his ward, 
that no man (after nine of the clocke) s^hoiild stirre ont 
of his house, but to keepehis dores shut, and his seruanti 
within, until nine of the clocke in the uiorning^. 

*' After this commanJciucnt was iJj-iiieri, in theeuen* 
itis^, as Sir John Minidy, Alderas:in, ennie from his 
ward, bee found two yonn^ men in (■he:i;ie, playing" at 
the Bucklers, and a great many of younsjf men lookinif 
on them, for the command seemed to be scarcely pub- 
lished. He comnninded thein to leare off ; and because 
one of them asked him why, liec would have sent him to 
the Counter^ But thr Prentit«cs resisted the Alderman, 
taking- the yong- man from hiui, and cried * Prentises, 
Pretitises, Clnfis^ CluL'^: then out at enery dorecanic Chibs 
and other weapons, so thnt the Alderman was forced to 
flig-ht : then more people arose o]it of euery quarter, and 
forth came Seruini^mcn, Watermen, Courtiers and other, 
to that by elenen of the clocke there ivere in Cheape (i 
or 700, aiid out oi Paules Cliurc\\-pT4 t'^mfc ^\>va\w\>^a£iSw 




From all places ihey gathered togfctlter, and brake wp 
the C'ouuter, tooke out the Prisoners wliich had been 
C4muj kitted tluthcr by the L, Ma]t>rt for hurting thetstrtD- 
|-t^rs: also thejr went to Newgate, and took e out Sttid- 
lej and Bcttea, committed thithnr for the like cause: 
the ftlaior and Sheriffca were present, and made Procla- 
mation in the King-B name, but nothing- was obeyed. 

** Be in f thus gathered into seueral heape», they ran 
tUrou^fh S. Nichtilas Shanihl and at Saint Alartini 
gate there inet with them Sir lomaa Afore and other, 
dcfiiring- them to go to their *,,v, ^n^^. As thej were 
thuH entreating, and had almi srsn^adr^d the people ta 

depart : they within Saint M i threw? out stones vid 

bhtR,* so that Ihey hurt dit« lonc&t persona, which 
were with Sir Thorn aa More, Bwading the rebellious 
rout to cease. lusomuch as ». length, one Nichobi 
Dennis, a Serieant at Armes, being there aore hurt, 
eried in a fury, Duwne with thern : and then all the Tn- 
ruly persons ran to the dorea sbmI wmdowes of tho 
liouses within Saint Martins, and spoyled aEf ^at the j 
found, and lefte fewe houses ynspoyled. After that, they 
ran into Comehill, and so on to a house East of Lieaden- 
hall, called the Green-gate, where dwelt one Mewtas, a 
Piccard or Frenchman, within whose house dwelt diuert 
French-incn, whom they likewise spoyled : and if thej 
had found Mewtas, they would haue stricken oif his 
head.t 

• And also " hot water/' according to Hall's Chronicle, 
from which Stow's account is derived. 

t Hall says, that Mewtas was '' a greate beiffer of Freoebe^ 

■Sen, were they pyekpurssei, or howe euelfr disposiciOn soeuer 

they were of, and within bys gate^ calied Gnenegptfi^ d u al " 

'"'QttcfffrFvBB.^iateii thttt kakmdptd ^orated^coalRMj t* 
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** Some rail to BlanehapI&tuD, and tbere brake rp 
the strangers hiiuses, audspoyled them, Tlius they con- 
tiiiiictl till three a clocke in the morning', at which time* 
they hesran tu withdraw ; but bj tlie way they were 
taken by the Maior and other, and scat to the Tuwer, 
Newgfate and Counters, to the number of 300. The 
(Cardinal I wa» aduertised by Sir Thomas Parre, whom 
ill all haste he sent to Richnxind, to infurme the King- : 
who immediately sent tp vndcrstand the stal^e of the 
Clitic, and was trudy infcmned. Sir Rog^cr Cholinclej 
Lieutenant of the Tower, dorinif tlic time of tlus busi- 
nesse, shot off certaine pieces of Ordnance ag-ainst the 
lUtie, but did no g^reat hurt.t About (iuc of clocke in 
the morning:, the EjiHcs of Shrewsbery and Surrey, 
Thomati Dockery, L Prior of S. liihns, Gcorg-e Neyill, 
Lord Aburg:aueny, and other, came to London with suck 
piMvers as they could make, so did the InneH of Court { 
but before they caiiie» the hyainease was done, ft& yee 
have heard. 

** Then were the priaonera examined, and the Ser- 
mon of Doctor Bell called to rcuicmbntnce, a,nd bo stent 
to the Tower. A Commissi iiri of Oyer and determiner 
was directed to the Duke of Norfoike, and other Lords^, 
for punishment of thb insurrection, 7 he second of 
Mayi till" Coumiisiaiioner.4, with the Lord Maior, Alder- 
men and Justices, went to the Guild-llaii, where nmm of 
the^ offenders were endicted* whereupou they were ar- 



♦ " Bui while this ruffling coniimuni/* are llcilTs worda, 
'* Syr Bithard Lhohwley, knight^ Lieuleraut of iheTowie, 
»c» gr^at ffendc to ihe citie, iri a fiantyke fury h^iied ceftayn 
peces of ordinaunce, & ^jhot inio the citie, wbiche did lido 
kiarme^ howbeil his i^ood wyl apeied." 
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1, and pleaded not fuiUy^ liauing dxy s^iueti IIi^td^ 
nil luc fourth of Mar.* 

'* On ivhich day. the Lord I^faior, the Duke of Nof- 
folke, tlie Earle of Surrey and other, came to sU to the 
Guild- Ha^lL The Dttlce of Norfo!ke entred the Citir 
with uiie thousand three hundred meiipaiid the Prisoner* 
were brought thrtuujjfh the street:* tyed in rupes, aooif 
nieUs some lads but t»f thirteene or foureteenc yeeresold, 
to the number of 27S. person That day, lohn LiU' 
colne and di iters other were e teted, and the nest dij 
tliirteeuc were adind^rd to be c -a^^ti, hang-edp and quar^ 
tered: Itjr eseeution whereof^ t ^nne payre of Galton'ei 
were set up in diners plaeea pf the Citie, na at Ald^ate^ 
B!iinchapleton» GrasBe*atreett I eaden-hall, befiire cither 
«f the Countersi at Newefate, Siaint MaJ-tiD«» at Alders^ 
gate aod Bishop g^ate. And these Gallowei were set ?puD 
whcelcs, to be reitjfujued froni street to atreete, and from 
dore to dore, wbcras the Prisoners were to be executed. 

** On the seauenth of May, lohn Lincolne, one Shir« 
win, and two brethren, named Betts, >vith diuers other 
were adiudgfed to dye.t They were on the hurdles 
drawne to the Standard in Cheape, and first was Lin* 
colne executed : and as the other had the ropes about 
their ncckes, there came a commandement from the Kinf • 
to respit the execution, and then were the prisoners sent 



• Hall states, that " Proelamacions were made that no 
women shoulde come together to bable ^* talAe, but all men 
■hould kepe their wyues in their houses." 

t Lincoln told the Ix>rds, his judges, that be meant well 
and bad many times complained ; and that if they knew tht 
mischief occasioned to the realm by strangers, they would 
remedy it. Vide Hall's " Chronicle.*' 
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afaine to priaon, and the armed men sent away out erf 

*' Ou the thirteenth of May^ the King-csyne to West- 
luinster-Hitll, and with hira the Lord Cordmall, the 
Dukes of Norfolk^, and Stiffolke, the Earles of Shrews- 
bery, EsseXt Wiltshire, and Surrey, with many Lords 
and other of the Kings Ccmnccll ; tlie Lord Miiior of 
L<nid*Tn, Aldermen and other chiefe Citizens, were thef eS 
in their best Jiueriea, by nine of the elockf in the morti- 
insr. Then came in the prisoners, bound in ropes in a 
ranke one after anotbec, in their shirtes, and euerj one 
had a Halter about his necke, being- in number 400. luen, 
and eleuen women. 

" When tliey vrere thus come before the King's presence, 
the Cardinall laid sore to the I^faiur and Aldermen their 
neg'li^enee, and to the prisoners ho declared hu w iustly 
they had deserued to dye. Then all the prisoners to- 
g-ether cryed to the King for mercy, and therewith the 
Lords beaoug^ht bis graee of pardon : at whose reque&t, 
the King pardoned them all. The gcnerall piirdon bee- 
ing pronounced, all t!ie Prisoners shouted at once, and 
caste their halters tt)wafdB the roofe of the HalL The 
Prysoners being dismissed, the Oallow^ea ^rere taken 
downe, and the Citizens tooke more beedto their seruants ; 



♦ This act of raercy, accorritng to Stew's " Ammis," p, 
851, reaulled from the ^olicuation of three Qup^s ; namely. 
Queen KatbariDe, the King'ii consort ; and Mary, Queen of 
France, end Marina ret, Queen of Scots, ihe King's sisters, 
who were then in London, and " long time vn their knees 
before the King, begged pardon" for the condemned cvimi- 
naU, iwhich, Bt length, by the poranaslon of Cardtaal Wol- 
■ey, the King '* graunted vnto tbem." 
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keepin^r, for ever after, as on that nighty a stronf* 
Watch in armour, in remembrance of Euill May-Day.''* 

MAY POLK IN CQRKHIIX. FANATICISM OF SIR STI- 

FBEN, CURATE OF ST, CATHAHINE CREE CHUECIK 
EXECUTION OF THE BAIMFF OF RtJMFORD. 

GcoflTrey Chancer spealoog, says Stow, of " a vaini 
hoasier,*' hath these words, in reference to the May 
Pole, or Shafts which had long been accustomed to 
be set i]p in Comhill i — 

** Ri^ht well aloft, and hi^h ye beare your head. 
The weather-cocke with flying-* as he would kill ; 

When ye be stuffed, bet of wine, than bread. 
Then looke ye, when your wombe doth fill. 
As ye would he are the great Shaft of Cornt-hiU* 

Lord ! 10 merrily crowdeth then your croke. 

That all the street may heare your body cloke." 

After the disturbaiice mentioDed in the preceding 
article, the May-day pastimes of the Citizens, or ai 
Stow espressesj the "^ great Mayings and May Gaines 
made by the gotemors and masters of this Citie, witk 
triumphaQt setting up of the great Shaft, or priocipd 
May-jjole^ in Comhill^" were *' not so freely used as 
before ;"t and the shaft itself wai not '* raysed at 
any time since Evill May-day, — but laid along over 
tlie doores and vnder the pentises of one rowe of 
bouses and Alley GatCj called of the Shaft, Shaft' 
Alley (being of the possessions of Rochester Bridge) 
in the ward of Lime-street.*' J 

* Stow^i "Survey,* pp, 15S— 157: edit. 1618. 
t Ibid, p, 168. X l^id, p. 283. 




Pennantj with his usual inatteotian^ thougli refer-* 
ring both to S tow's *' Swvey,*' and Lord Her berths 
** History of Henry VHLj" as autUoritjea, id accurately 
states, tliat this '*' unfortunate Shaft, or May Pole, 
gave rise to the msurrectioQ of the apprentiscs, and 
the plundering of the forelgQers/* which gave origk 
to the name of Evil May Day, — That tumult, however, 
originated in circumstances altogether Independent 
of the May Pole, as already detailed j— yet was this 
Shaft the cause of a kind of civil ^ after dinner ^ broil, 
m which it was first '^ mangled/* and afterwards 
committed to the Barnes. 

The Chnrch of St. Andrew the Apostle, says Stow, 
in the ward of Aldgate, was known from other 
Chnrches of that name, by the addition of Knape, or 
Vndcrshaftt " becanse that of old time, euery yeere, 
on May day in the morniogj it was vsied, that an hlghj 
or long Shaft, or May-pole, was set np there, in the 
midst of the etreetc, before the south dore of the aayd 
Church ; which Shaft, when it was set on end, and 
fixed in the ground, was higher than the Church 
steeple.'* — 

This Shaft, as mentioned above, was afterwards 
hung np, upon iron hooks, under 'Uhc pentises/* of 
a row of neighbouring houses, where it remained un- 
disturbed till the 3d year of Edward the Sixth, ** when 
the plague of fanaticism began to scandalize the pro- 
moters of the Reformed religion/ '^^and a frantic 
xealot, called Sir Stephen , (who was curate of St. 
CatharjDe Cree, or Chris t*s Church) made it the sub- 
ject of a discourse at PauVs Cross, 
» 2 
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** He said there," aaja Stofr, ** t^at this Shaft was 
made an IdoU, hy nam in g^ tlie Church of St, Andrew^ widi 
the addition of vnder that Shaft : hee pe? awaded tfaere- 
Cor^ that the Q^mes of Chm-ch^E mi^t be alterad : Almi, 
tbat the tiauaes of dayes in the weeke iziif ht be ckan^di 
%& iiEh dajes to b« kept any dajos, ejxept Friday and 
Saturdays and ttie Lout any tune aaue unely bctwht 
Shrwtietide and Easter* I lieiird his Sermon at Paals 
Cro»ae, arid I saw the effect that followed : for in the 
after^noone uf tliat present Sunday^ the neighbouri, and 
Tenants to the sayd bridg^ei ouer whose doores the smd 
Shafli had laine, after they had Jlned^ to make themaelues 
strong, gathered more helpe, and with great labour 
Taislng- the Shaft from the hooks (whereon it had rested 
two and thirty yeeres) they lawed it in pieces, euerie 
man takkf for his share, eo much aa had layoe ouer hh 
doreaud stall, the lenirth of hia Uoii^e» and they of tha 
Alley > diuided mnoiifst tliem bo imuch ^a had Laine ouer 
tlie If Alley gate. Thus was this IdoU (aa he, poor mao» 
tie armed it) mangled, and after burned*"* 

But a much heavier charge than the destrQctton of 
a May Fole^ is alleged by Stow, against this fanalic, 
whom he had often seeuj preaching •* out of an bigk 
Elmetree/' in his own chnrcb-yard, and then eater- 
ing Ihe Church, '* forsakmg the altar,*' and sioging 
" high masse, in Eaglishj upon a Tombe of the dead,. 
townrds the north.'* 

Shortly after tlie Cnrate'i tirade against the deposed- 
Shaft, violent commotiona were eKcitcd In many part^i. 
of the kingdom, in consequence of " a proclamation 
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for in closures/' and *' divers parks aod houses were 
pttlled down by the comiiion people/* Tbb led to the 
issiiHjg of strict ordifra for the suppresmon of ruioours, 
and several persons were executed, bf niartial taw* 
who had, either inadvertently, or desigiiedly^ spoken 
on the SDbject, *' as aiders of the foresaid febels^ or 
reporters of their doings,''* 

AinoTig others, ** the Bayliffe of Hnmford in Essox 
was one, a man very well behmed : he was early in the 
Morning- of Mary Ma^r^dalenR ^ay (then kept hoiy day) 
broufifht by the Sheriffes of London, and the Knighk 
Marshall, to the Well within Aldgate» there to be exe- 
cuted vpon a Jibit set vp that morning", where beings on 
the Ladder, hce had words to this effect : 

** Good people, I am come hither to dye, but know not 
for what oflTencei except for Words by mfe spoken yeiitei* 
night to Sir Stephen, Curate and Preacher of this Parish, 
which T^erfe these. He asked nte w\mx newes iri the 
Cotitltrey? I answered, Heauy newes. Why, quoth 
he ? It is said, quofh I, thi»t many men bee vp in E»fl&x» 
bat thanks be to God all is ia good quiet about vs : anc 
this wa« all, as God be my Jndf e, &c. Upon these words 
of the Prisoner, Sir Stephen to auoide reproach of tho 
people, left the Citie, and was neuer heard of since 
among^Kt tbem to mj knowledge. I heard the words of 
the prisoner, for be was executed vptm the paneineiiLt of 
my doore, where I then kept honse/'t , 



♦ Stow*«" Annals,- p. 1005 : edit. 1600. 
t Stow'a " Sorvej," p. 28^.— It appears from HalFi 
"J^unebriBB FlofEe^Tbe DowDfaU of May Games," publiahed 
in 1660j that ** the rude rabble" ha<l set up a May Pole in 
Chenpside, giviog " the Lord Mayor the trouble of seeing it 
paired down*" 



THE aXRAND MAY POLE. — CONGREGATION OF CHARITT 
CHll.DREN.*-COUBCa OF RT. MARY LE STRAND* 

"The Mat Pole is up, 

rNov¥ g-ive rae the cup, 
HI drmk to the g-arlands Rrotind it, 
^^ Brit first liuto those 

^K Whose hands did compose 

The g]ory of flow' ra that cro^rnM it/' 
Puritanical Misanthropy, the offspring of gloom , 
ignorance, and soperstition, but hypocrUically as- 
suming the garb of true piety, was especially scanda* 
lized at the raising of the May Pole, and at tbe 

t bolyday diversions associated with that act of coo- 

^^m getiial fellotvahip. Instead of oiTenng thanksgiviDga 
^H of praise at the fountain of benelicence and Jove» the 
^^1 creed of Puritanism converted the pure essence of 
^H Religion into sancti man ions cant, depressed the mcD- 
^H taJ ©[lergies by baseless fears, and shrouded the bright 
^H fluoshiue of existence with a dinmerian veiJ^ wrought 
^^ in the '* valley of the shadow of death," and steeped 
in the darkness of the grave. 

One of the most severe of this race of ?pIeoetic 
fanatics was Stubbes, who, in his ** Anatomy of 
Aboses/' carps at the most harmless pleastires, and 
pours forth his angry denunciations at almost every 
ancient custom coanected with social amusements 

iand jocular hilarity. His book, however, is still va- 
luable, for it acquaints ns with many things relating to 
the popular mantiers of remote times, w hich might, 
elsewhere^ be sought ia vain. His account of " briog* 



i 



LONDINIANA. 



247 



iDg home the May*' from the wtrndj, contaios the fol- 
lowing inforinalioE i — 

**But their clieefeat Jewell they hiing from thence ii 
their Male Poole, whiche they bring- home with freat€ 
veneration, aa thus. They have twentie or fourtie yoke 
of oxen, every oxe havyi tig" a sweete nosegay of flowers 
tycd on the tippe of his hornes, and the«e oxen draw© 
home this Male Poole» which la covered all over with 
flowers and hearbes, bounde ronnde aboute with string-ei, 
from the top to the bottome, and iometyme pointed with 
rariahle colours, with twoo or three hundred men, wo* 
men, and children foUowyln^ It, with greate devotion. 
And thus beyng^ reared up, with handkerchiefes and 
fiagfgCH Btreamyng- on the tnppe, they itrawe the groiinde 
aboute, blnde gjeene bou^bes about it, eettup Sommer 
haulefl, Bowera, and Arbours bard by it: and then they 
fall to banquet and feast, to leape and daunce aboute it, 
aft the Heathen people did at the dedication of their 
rdol!ea, whereof this ii a perfect pattcrne, or rather the 
thyng" itself.** 

Customs are continued for ages after their real 
origin has been forgotten^ or, otherwise, so amalga- 
mated with ^* baser matter" that no analy^ais can dis-* 
cover the primary germ. Thus, probably, it has fared 
with the practice of setting op the May Pole, although 
it may seem to bear relationship to one species of the 
corrupt worship of antiquity, to which an allusion 
only can now be made. In the middle ages, crown- 
ed with gay wreaths> and decorated with varie- 
gated festoons of bloomlog £owers^ it wai regarded 
as an emblem of the genial prodoctivenesB of Spring, 
A^d the sports and dances which accom^ated tb^ 
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fe«itivity, were tUe emanattotis of gmtitade £eNr Um 
blessiaga of returning vegetation bwX fruitfulneBS. 

■• It was tbe gre^it object,' Rays the compiler of that 
useful and aniusin*;^, but sDaiewbat too gfarruloTis *' Guidt 
to the year,** the " Every Day Book/' — " with some of 
Ae more rigid amoug- cmr early reformers, to ^uppiew 
amiisemciitgj eBpecially May-Pdes; and these '* Idols'* 
of the people were got dwvn as zeal grew fierce, and got 
up aa it grew coole, till, after varioua- ups and do\ni8» 
these fiivourites of the populace were, by the Parliament, 
on the 6th «f April, 1G44, thui* provided against : *• The 
lorda and commons do further order and ordain, that all 
and iwgulut ^lay-polest that are or shall be erected, shall 
he taken down, and removed by the constables, boss- 
hoMera, tithing-raen. petty conRtahles. and clwirchwax- 
deni of the pari&lies, where the ianie be, and that no 
May-pole be hereafter set up, erected, or suffered t«l>» 
set up with I Q Ihia kingdom of England, or duuiinioii of 
iVales ; the f^aid oHicera to be fined five tbiUIn^ weddy 
till the said May-poles be taken down,*** 

Long previoualy to this Ordinance, Bucb great in* 
terra pf ion bad beeo given to the May Games and 
Sundai/ diversions of the people^ that Jame^ the First, 
on returning firom Scotlaad through Lancasbirej in 
1615* judged it requisite to issue a Proclamation, 
forbidding any interference with tbe lawfal Recrea- 
tions of his subjects, either in '* Dandiigj Archery 
Vaulting, &c, or in having May Games^ Whitson 



• ** Every Day Boot/' p. 556. A full account of the cut* 
romw ol May Day, both bs anciently practised, at d as tliU 
obioTvcni in AtSefeat ptfta «f fifig^nd ami Wakvj wtU be 
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Ales, and Morris Dances^ and the setting up of May 
PoIeSj and other sports therewith used, »o as the same 
be had in doe and convenient time, without impedi* 
ment or neglect of Divine Service/' In the follovting 
year, that Proclamation was extended to all parts ol 
the kingdom ^ and it was again ordered to be enforced 
by Charles the First, (together with the observance 
of Wakes^ or Feasts, on the anniversary dedication of 
Churches) by hia letters mandatory, dated at West- 
minster, on the 18th of October, 1633. This cona- 
mand the King ordered to be promnlgated by Episco- 
pal anthority, through all the Parish Churches of 
every Diocess, but it so greatly excited the displeasure 
of tlie Puritans, that they afterwards used it as an 
aignment for expelling the Bishops from the House 
of Peers, and condemniog Archbisbop Laud* 

There is an unauthenticated report curreat, that 
the Strand May Pole was set up in the place of an 
ancient Stone CroBS, luentioned by Stow, by a blacks- 
smith, named John Clarges^ who resided in tbf 
Savoy, and was father of*' Nan Clarges,'* the qUQndam 
mistress, and afterwards the wife of General Monck. 
That it was erected prior to 1634, appears certain, 
it being thus described in Pasqidrs ** Palinodia,'' 
which was published in that year. 

** Fairely we marched on» till our opproaek 
Within the spacious passage of the Strand, 

Objected to our sij^ht a Sit-mmrr Bmachf 
Y*clcap*d » May Pole, wfakh, in ail out land, 

No city» towve» not iftreeU, eaa parralall, 

Nor can the lofty tpire of CJaoteiuwvU, 
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Alilumfil welunre tiv adnni(afa«f • rodkflb 
Ptarck up morel 



^* Stay, qaoth my Mum, and hare iMlmld a SigM 
Of hannelegte mirlii and baaest neigtlwiiihiwd» 
Where all the parifh did in one eoAibiiie 

To moant the rod of peaee, and none wM^leod:, 
When no capritioiu eonttahtee distinrb them. 
Nor juttic'e of the peaee did leeke to emb them^ 
Nor peevish puritan, in imylinf tort. 
Nor ofer^wiie church-warden* ipojfd the epoit. 

** Happy the age, and harmleste were the daye^ 

(For then true lore and amity waa fbdiidt) \ 
When every vilhige did a May Pole ndie» 

And Wlutson-ales and MAT-^CMOue dtdahqnadr. 
And all the lusty yonhen, in a ront» 
With merry lasses daunc*d the rod about. 
Then Friendship to their banquets bid the guests. 
And poore men far*d the better for their feasts. 

** The lords of castles, mannors, townes, and towers, 
Rejoic'd when they beheld the farmers flourish, • 

And would come downe unto thp summer-bowers 
To see the country-g^allauts dance the Morrice.-^ 

*/ But since the Sumaibr Poles toere overthrown^ 
And all good spqrts and merriments decay'd. 

How times and men are changed, so well is knowne. 
It were but labour lost if more were said.-— 

*' But I doe hope once more the day will come. 
That you shall mount and pearch your cocks at high 

As ere you did, and that the pipe and drum 
Shall bid defiance to your enemy | 
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And that all fidlers, which in corners lurke, 
And have been almost atarv'd for want of worke. 
Shall draw their nrowda, aod, at your exaltation. 
Play many a fit of merry recreation," — 

At what lime our " Summer Broach/' as the Poet 
calls itj was taken down, does not appear, but it, un- 
qoestionably, could not long survive tlie Parliamentary 
Ordinance of 1G44, even admitting it to have stood 
nntil then. — The Restoration of Charles the Second 
proved the signal for the restoration of May Poles, 
and on the very first May Duy afterwards, a new and 
very lofty one was raised in the Strand, with great re* 
joicings and ceremony, of which the following very 
curious account is given in a rare tract, intituled, *' The 
Cities Loyalty Displayed/* published in 1661, 4to. 

" Let me declare to you," says the triumphjint nar- 
rator, " the manner in general of that stately cedar 
erectedinthe Straml, 13ifoot hicrh, cummonly called the 
Muij-P&h, upon the coat of the parishioners there adja- 
cent, and the gracious consent 4»fhia sacred Majesty with 
the illuatrioua Prince The Duke of York. This Tree 
waa a most choice and remFirkahle piece; 'twas made 
below Bridge, and broufirht in two parts up to Scotland 
Yard near the Kind's Palace, and from thence it was 
conveyed, April 14tli, to the Strand to he erected. It 
waa hrought with a streamer flourishing before it, Drumt 
beating ail the way and other torta of raufiick ; it wai 
supposed to he bo hmg, that Landsmen (as Carpenters) 
couM not possibly raise it, Prince James the Duke of 
York, Lord Uigh Admiral of England, eommanded 
twelve ieamen off aboord to come and ofliciate the husineitSt 
whereupon they came and brought their cables, PuUieii 
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and otber tftekliDii wkk saz gre^i aricliori : after tliii tai 
brougbt three Crowns» Vore by three men bare-kctded 
and » streamer di»{>liiyiD^ all tbe way before tiient, 
Drums beating and otliec mnsick plajiof^; nuuie^tui 
inultUudes of people thron^ini;' the streets, with great 
iihouts niid acclaraatioDS all day Ioti§^. The May pole 
then htlng joynpd tog-ether, am! boopt about with baudi 
of iron, the crown and caiic trith the Kiirg-'a Arms rich!? 
gilded, was placed nii the heail of it, a lafg-e ^tp likr k 
Balcony ^^as about the niiddte of it. This being dnntt 
the trumpets did suimd, and in four b^urs sp»ce it raa 
advanced upriifbt, after whrch beiiiar eBt«blit»h*?d fa^f in 
tbe i^round six drums did beat, and tb€ triioipets 4id 
sound j again ^reat Rbuuts atid acclamatjom tbe people 
(fire, that it did ring- thronglio^ut all tbe Strand. Affer 
tliat came a M&rtf-e I>anc9 finely deckt, with purple 
scarfsi in their half-shirtB, with a Tabor and Pipe, tbe 
anetent Mutiirk, and danced rotind about tbe May^pokj 
atid after that danced the poitndR of their liberty. Upofl 
the top of this famous standard is likewise set up a r»ysJ 
ptirple stream er, about the middle of it is piaced fi^tir 
Crowns more, with the Kind's Arma b'kevriser tht^rt ii 
felao a ^rland aefc upfin it of irarious colonrs uf ^eKraM 
rieh favrjura, under which h to be placed three great 
Lati thorns, to remain for three b^snours ; tliat i&, one f«f 
PHtiee James Doke of York, Ld Hi^ Admiral of fiiigw 
hnd ; the other fw the Viee Ailwiral ; and the tbird Iw 
the Rtihr Adnu'r^il ,- these are to five lifbl in dark nighti 
and t» continue m as long- as the Fole stands, whieh will 
be a perpetnal honour for seamen. It is pl?tced as iie»r 
hafrd ng they could cfuess, in the very same pit where the 
fomer stood, bnt far more glorious, Irtg^er and btgrh^^, 
llMl eter any one tlmt stood before it ; and tbe geainen 
tftem»e*ves du coirfess that H ccmld wtft be built hig^hcr, 
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nor IS there such a mie in Etirofie beside, which his^hl/ 
doth please hia Majesty and the iltystriaue Prince Duke 
of York, Little children did much rejoice, and ancient 
people did clap their hands, sajirtjB^, " g'olden days began 
to appear." I question not but 'twill ring- like meludlous 
musick throtig-buut everj coutitrj in Eog:land, when they 
read this story exactly pend^ let this satiefie for the 
glories of London that other luyal subjects may read 
what we here do se*/' 

Shortly before the removal of this May Pole, her 
Majesty, Queen Anne, appointed a Public Thanksgiving 
for *' tlie Peace of Utrecht," to take place on the 7th of 
July, 1713, on which day both Honsesof Parliaittent 
went in Solemn Procession to St. PauFs CathedraL 0*x 
that oecasion, tlie Charity Children of the Metropolis 
were cod negated in the Strand, on the north side, in 
"a Machine," extending (J20 feet in lengthy and having 
eight ranges of seats in breadth, ranged one above 
another. They were all new clothed, and amounted 
to nearly 4000 Boya and Girkj who, during the Pro- 
cession, which lasted neady three hours ^ sang the 
following HymnSj which bad '^ been prepared ill ex- 
pectation of her Majesty's Royal presence." 

First JJ^mn, 

Lord J ghe the Queen thy saving health, 

Ulmae Iiope on Thee depends ; 
Gnmt her increase of fame and wealth. 

With Whs that never eads. 

Allelujah! AUelujah! &c. 
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For Her our fer?cnt vowi ngpLre, 

Our Praises are addrefts'U ; — 
Tiiou hast ful&U'd her hearth's deilret 

And g-rauted her reijueit. 

Allelujahf kt* 

A Nursing Mother to tliy Fold, 

Long*, long may ihe remain. 
And then with joj Thy face behold 

And with Thee erer rcigu, 

Alklujah, kt. 

Second Hymn» 

Glory to God, who reifm on high. 

Whom Saints and Ang-eb praiie ; 
Wlio from His throne ahove the ikj 

The SonB of Men surveys, 

Alleliijab, Sec. 

Peaee, His beit ^t, to Earth's rctimCd \ 

Long- may it here remain : 
As we too long its ahseuce mouro'd, 
Nor slgh'd to Ilea v' a in vain. 
^ AUelujsbj a*e. 

Good Will^ fair Friendship (Heavenly tfueit> 

And Joy, and Holy Love, 
Make all Mankind completely bless'd 

Eesemhliiig^ those ahuve. 

AUelujah, Ajc, 

In a large two -sheet engraving of this Processioi, 
mado by VertuCj from a drawing by bimself, (the 
plates of which now belong to the Society of Auti- 
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quarks,) the May pole is represented, together with 
the cliarity ehildreu, and aU the biiildingg on the 
north side of the Strand, horn beyond Little Dmry 
Lane to the entrance into '* Exeter 'Change/' Maoy 
of the houses seen in the print are yet standing, al- 
though much altered j but the othera, including 
D'Oiley's Warehouse, (which had a balcony before 
the first floor windows J and waa fonuerly called 
IVilhugkhy House , have been rebuilt in the mo- 
dern style. The cumbrous forms of the state car- 
riages, with their low trailiog bodies, are not a little 
remark able. At the window of one of the carriagei 
are the seals of the Lord Chancellor,* 

Malcolm says, that the old May Pole, "^ often 
mentioned as in a state of decay in various publican 
tiona,'' was removed in 1713, and that " a new one" 
wa* '* erected, July 4, opposite Somerset Houae, 
which had two gilt balls and a vane on the Bummtt, de- 
corated on rejoicing days with flags and garlands*'* f 

There lij doubtlesSj some niistake in this passage, 

♦ The annexed Print has been copied from Vertu^'i En- 
fraving^, but the^English and Latin inacriptiona (the sabalanc* 
of which ia given in the test,) are omitted ; bs are Hkewlae 
the festooned dmpery and medal at the top of the original. 
The medal was a truck in commemoration of the peace : on 
one side ia a head of Queen Anne^ with the legend Anna 
D: G: Mag: Bri:~On the other ia Britannia holding an 
olive h ranch, with Bhipping'; and men ploughing and aowing 
in the back ground : the legend ia C&mpoiUii . Ferm'anttr, 
Afmis. MDCCxut. 

t " Londiniuffl Eedivivnm/' Vol. IV. "p. 281,] 



IB fvtpBcc 10 uflHij wr wiM'vpnK m iM nosu* 
iiMMislyTllb 1713> febeM AeeMlfeyMtfii 

lt9<»rigiari ffCate, netr LMe Dfewy Luiei Mrnt^ 
■Mreoyerid bf fht west eMi of Hie tllndi ef St. 
MAry le Struid. 8tryp«, who, ^vte fivdl il tiie 
time, says, that <« iile J% PbJripi /Ac SHrmi^ Wb| 
above 100 feet \m keight, and g»ewii old aftddecayed, 
was, mimo 1717> obtained of the pariab by Kr Imk 
Ifewteiif Knt. and * Minp ISaken defni' laas csanin 
away through the eity, on a earriage df tiinlber» ibI» 
Wanstead, m Eaeexy* when), oy pemiaekNi of St 
Richard Child, Bart, afterwards Lord Caatl e nw h ^ 
given to the Rev^. Mr* Flnmd, the Rector, it vrw 
erected' in Wanstead ftuk, lor the aopport of a vait 
IVIeioope, 125 feet In length, whfch had been pn^ 
sented by Monsieur Hugon, a French Astronbmpr, to 
the Royal Society, of which be was a member. Shdrt- 
ly afterwarch, the foilowing doggrel Terses were affix- 
ed against this shaft. 

** Once f adom'd the Strand, 
But now have found 
My way to Pound 

In Baron Newton's Land. 

Where my aspiring ilead aloft is rear'd. 

To observe the Motions of the JSthereal herd. 

Here's Bometimes rais'd a Machine by my side. 
Thro' which is seen the sparklinsf Milky Tide : 
Here oft I 'in scented with a balmy Dew 
A pleasing Blessing wliich the Strand ne'er knew. 

• Strype's " Stow," B. iv. p. 104. In p. 106, Strype iays, 
the May Pole was bought by Sir Isaac Newton, and carried 
Ihrough London to WsLHttXe^^A, Vix>^xA,Yl\%* 
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Bot here converted to a nobler Use ; 
Sr» that tvitb toe all Pai^setig^ers wilt say, 
T*m b^t^r far tlian when the Poh of May.*'* 

CHUBCH OF ST. MARY I.fi STBAND. 

After the demolition of the old church of St. Mary 
le Strand, as mt^ntioned m the account of Somerset 
House, the parishioners were obliged to joia tlie con- 
gregatioDs in the Savoy and other neigh boaiaig dis- 
trict«, until ihta erection of the present churcbj under 
th& conifaissioci for building fifty new churches^ mfioed 
in Queen Anne*8 reign. This was the fixHt so bui)t» 
but it was raade the subject of a particular act, pass- 
ed in Julvj 1713, for '* a new Church near the May 
Potc ia the Strand." Part of the ground was pnr- 
diased of John Walker, Esq, for 244/. \\s. Id,, and 
the first stone was laid on the 25th of February, 
1 714 r the ateef^le was com[)kted k September, 1717^ 
but the church was not consecrated till the 1st of 
January, 1723. The cliarge of erecting it amounted 
to 16,341/. U,2ii. 

The proitiiuent situation of this building has occa- 
sioned it to be subjected to much severe criticism j 
not uodeserved, probably, in respect to its merits as 
an architectiaral composition, but the architect bim- 



• Ibid. Malcolm slatea that the new May Pole wtJa taken 
down in May» H 18j ^"^^ ^hen rrlntes Uie sjime piirticijJars a» 
Sn-ype has done respecting ibe i-eiuoval of th« Pole to W^br- 
stead Park. 




268 iiVRBXllIAMA; 



■df k ttf le» to y i »a -jfcM ■!» gw e n JIy 
H« kad tke ciiprjcft «f Ike ^ 
aftd il WM tiMir d0l0miBatm to SIMM M catt ** II 
bcntiljit,** MMOOttntof fts beH« iitoitod in nA 
^twypablicphce. Hoce every part it loaded will 
m raduidttcy of oraaaeiito, wd tbe eje* bariigM 
fcpoM^ McksmvttafcrtlHit henMMiioei rim^ 
w\iA coedecM to dcgiBoe. Tlie Mfn^\l§n<t dv 
•leefila is» also^ e jOrmd y oigeetibnabl^ aad^tf 
GwTU remaiks^ it forms ''moonAMed jeBbleofiiek 
parts, piM eee apoD another witboet anynpidti 
tliesli^ortkiwlM4a,**aBdlia^agtlM '• additad 
iiaie* of appaariag "« to stand on tlia roof of Oi 

Gibbs^ tbo ardtttoct of tbis buUBog, says, thd 

U was the first on which he was employed after 
bis arrival from Italy. f He states^ likewise^ that it 
was originally intended to hav'e had only a small 
campanile, or bell-tower, over the west end, and no 
steeple. Instead of the latter, a majestic colamn» 2s0 
feet high, was to have been erected in honoor of 
Queen Anue, at the distance of 80 feet from tbt 
west front of the church. On the top, the Queen's 
statue was to have been placed, and a great quao- 
tity of stone was brought to the spot for laying tbe 
foundations of the column, but after her Majesty's 
decease the design was relinqnished, and the archi- 
tect was ordered to erect a steeple in place of the 

* " London and Westminster Improred,^ p. 46. 
t Vide, his *' Book of Architecture,** p. vii. 



campanile first proposed. '* The building/' continues , 
Gil*bs, being then a tl sauced twenty feet above groand, 
and therefore admitting of no alteration froni east lo 
ivest, w hich was only fourteen feet, 1 was obliged to 
spread it from sooth to north, which makes the plan 
oblong, which otherwise should have beea sqoare/' 

The exterior of tliia edifice consists of two stories, 
or orders, an Ionic one below, and a Composite one 
above, tlie entablature of which is siinuouuted by a 
balustrade crowned by large urns,* Within the inter- 
columniations of the lower slory, the walls " being 
solid, to keep out noises from the street," are orna- • 
racutal niches. With the latter, the wintfovvs of ttie 
upper story correspond in gituation, and tfiey are en- • 
riciied by pilasters, pediments, (both angular and cir* 
cular,) &c,, but the entablature is too much broken 
into parts by those adorn meats. At the west end is 
a lemicircular portico of the Funic order, ascended by 
a flight of steps, and crowned by a Jlaaiing nrn. A 
pediment, supported by Corinthian coin maSj ornaments 
the upper story of this front. The steeple is lofty, and 
consists of three recedhigjs tor JeSj surmounted by a vane. 

There is an air of much grandeur in the interior of 
this church, but its architectural character is too 
florid. The side walls display two ranges of pilarflers, 
with their proper entablatures, the lower order Lc- 
iog Corinthian, the upper order.Composite ; the inter* 



• During the Procejsaion lo proclaim Peace in 1802, a sad 
cilamity occurred by one of tlieee luna bavinj ht^en ac- 
liJenttiily pushed da\vn on I he assembk-d multitude belr>w ; 
lliree f crton:* vtem liiUcdj and seveval oVh^ta miaOL\V^i^^^« . 




crowded tritii stlicaMi tmmmHktK u 
MdM|Mre«MBfNitioMBU:- at the i 
opdlkwnx^mAwimdow^ ThecMtMii^orallufil^ 
wJuckiiiteiiiidroidtf, b fluribd mAdupKaledM- 

tttOiBg tfae royal mroia of Qeo^go L e hiteriorilf, it 
ooarfsto of a Corintidan aCoryoaly* famgtabletrf 
tl»DteCJaogae> ftik withia tiia«a(ttal iaUfoohaiaii 
tkrns, and in tin oofo, or affcli,af Ite «eilt^, UllM 
tnangolar tyaiM of Hie TrinHy^ gUiifi<ii» vi* 
chembiai «ail ofelier ^oridbmciitt. The wimlovt an 
hoiig "mkh ctrhmoa drapery* «aid ta Urn aifde bt«- 
cohHBiuadoBi are paaoiiDga of Ihe Anralipalioa aad 
the IVasioDy by Brown. 

ANECDOTES OF GENERAL MONCK ANQ ANNE CLAROES. 

MONUMENT OF THE DUKES OF ALBEMARLE^ 

IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 

U was menttoDcd In a preceding article^ tbat the 
raising of the Strand May Pole Imis bees assigned to 
John Clarges^ a btackamitb, whose daaghter bad the 
good fortune to become the wife of General Monok, 
afterwards Dake of Albemarle. The following sm- 
gniar <nrcumstances respecting that alliance are re- 
I.itcdinthe '^Geutleuian*s Magaziue»'* for the year 
1793, as having ap|)eare(l in evidence in tbd Court 
f»f King's Bench, on the 15th of November, 1700, 
^uring the trial of an action of trespass^ betweea 
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Willians ?^lierwin, pbinliflT, and SSir Wiiiiam Clarges, 
Bart, and others defendants, 

** Tliepkititiff, as heir and represent at! vd uf Thomas 
Mtjnkj Esq. elder broUicr of Getirgc, Duke of Albe- 
instrle, claimed the mauur of Suttou, ii^ the county of 
York, and other lands in Newton, Et^ton Bridg^e, and 
Shij>ti>ii, as heir at iav¥ to the said Duke, agaiqst the 
defendant, devUec under the will of Duke Christopher, 
his [the Diike^s] only child, \v\n^ died iu 16SB, sine prole, 
Upou Ihh trial mme very curiuuE particulars came out 
reipccting- the fiitnlly of Auuej wife of George, create^ 
Dtike of Albemarle, It ajipeared that she waa daug»h- 
tcr of John Clargcs, a farrier in the Savoy, and farriiJr 
tti General Monk, In l{i38 she was married in the 
church of St. Laurence Pountncy to Thtiraaa Ratford, 
son of Thomas Ratford, late a farrier, servant to 
Prince CharlcB, and resident in the Mews. She had a 
daughtert wim was born in 1634, and died in 1G8S, Her 
hufbaiid and she * lived at the Three Spanish Cipales, iu 
the N^w- EJxchang-e, and sold wash -halls, powder, gloves, 
sind Kuch thing^ii, and hIic Uught girls plain w^or^. 
About ISlTt she, beingr a seuip stress to Colonel Monk, 
used to carry hiiu Hucn, In 1G4S, her father and mother 
died. In 1G49, she and her husband * fell out, and 
pi^rted/ But no certificate from any parish register ap- 
pears reciting his burial, [n 1S52, she was married ip 
the church of St. Georefe, Sonthwurk, to * General 
Oeorfe Monk ;' and, in the following" year, was de- 
livered of a son, Christopher (afterwards the second and 
1»st Duke of Albe?narle, above mentioned.) who * was 
Kuekled by Honour Mills, who sold apples, herbs, oysters, 
&c.' One of the plaintiff's witnesses swore, that *a 
Uttla before the sickness, Tliomas Ratford dcmyufidfed 



nrere eleati, A woman swore, 
ilay liis wife (then calleO Ducliesa of 
put into ber coliin, whii'li was after tJ 
Duke, lier second liusbamU whu died Ji 
And a tliird witness Bwore, that lie aa 
Jnlv, iGdn. In (tp posit ion to this evid 
leg-ed, that * all alonjs^, ddfini^ the Hrca <i 
and Dnkt* Christopher, this matter was n 
ed,'- — 'Ihattlip latter wm iiniversally recci^ 
of tbe forrnci'*— •ind that • this matter h 
before tried at Hie bar of the Kind's 
tlpfendant had bad three verdicts/ 

A witue*!j sw^ore, that be owed Ratfc 
pounds, which * he never deniaTided ;' — and 
* married a cousin of Ibc Duke of Albeii 
told ftij his tvffi, that Rat ford diedyFpe o§ 
fore the Duku married." Lord Chief Jtw 
the Jurj, 'if ymt are certain that Diil 
«ra8 horn wbile Thomas Ratford waa lii 
find for the plaintiffs If yoo bebeve he 
Ratfijrd was dead, or thai nothing appeal 
of hi m after Duke George roarrkd liia 
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be til J in tlie norlli aisle : but their monuments (erect- 
ed in parsu^nce of the will of Duke Christopher, 
stands against the back of the stalls, at the east end 
of Ihe sou til aisle* It is composed of white and dove 
coloured raarbles j but though designed by Kent, and 
executed by Scheeraaker», it posaesses little merit. 
From an elevated basement, or pedestal, projecting 
circniarly, rises a lofty rostral column , surmounted by 
the arra», supporters, and coronet of the deceased* 
This column is turned to the spectator nearly in a 
line with the diagonal of its capital^ so that the 
prou's of the Roman vessels, which appear to inter* 
sect the sh;ift, are shewn in full relief. On the left 
of the column, is an npright statue of General Monclc, 
the first Duke, in plate armour, but witlioat a helmet. 
A long cloak hangs loosely from his shoulders^ and 
in his right hand is a balon ; he wears a cravat of 
point lace, and, below it, the Collar of the Order of 
the Garter. On the riglxt is a mourning female* sit- 
ting, and leaning upon an oval medallion of Duke 
Christopher, who is also distinguished by a pendant 
George. The accessory ornaments are military 
weapons, grouped ; and palm -branches entwined by a 
riband. An inscription^ on the lower part of the base, 
records the names of the executors> but there is no 
epitaph for either of the Dakes, 



THE BOOK OF SPORTS. 



This is the appellation usually bestowed on a Pro* 
clamation of Charles the First, reciting a former Pro- 
clamation of King James, his f atW , ^ot '^^mVCvvs^ 
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U$ sabjecU to bftfetboir mocnrngmM kmfidl 
t'uNii OD 8undaff$ Md /MUo^^ /whidi thtPire 
ind PteitaM of the day wem their ctdcavonhfH 
•epprcM. The great duHife that oar Naliaaal Ma> 
aen has attdeqione wnea the period of the RaiMa* 
tioo», 18 scarcely id aay Ihii^ aaare apfarent thn k 
oar present mode oC keeping tU Sabb«tli» andHiAl 
CKcite sarprise ia Maay» to be laado aeqaaialsd widi 
the Sports fonaerly aUowed» e? eo hy f»«r FMeitaBi 
Kiags^ to be extfcised oa that day*- • The .eaasca te 
Ibis permissioa are stated ia Ae Pcoehunaljea* 

'* By tkeKmg. 
'( Our dear Father^ of blessed memory, in Us retaia 
from Scotland, coming tbro* Lancashire . fonad that 

bis subjects were debarred from lawfot Recreatioss 
upon Sundays, after Eveniag-prayers ended, and npon 
Holydays ; And he prudently considered, that if these 
Times were taken from thern^ the meaner sort, who 
labour hard all the week^ should have no Recreations 
at all to refresh their spirits. And afler bis retam» 
he further saw, that bis Loyal Subjects in all other 
parts of his Kingdom, did suffer in the same kiad, 
tho' perhaps not in the same d^ree ; and did there- 
fore in his Princely Wisdom, publish a Dectaralion to 
all his loving Subjects, concerning Lawful Sports to 
be used at such times, which was printed and pub- 
lished by his Royal Commandment, in the year 1618, 
in the Tenour which hereafter foUoweth. 

«< By the King. 
'* Whereas vpon Our returns the last yeere out <tf Saul* 
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land. Wee did publish Our pleasure toucluug Uie recrea- 
tions of Our |>eo|"lc in those parts viider Our lund; Ftr 
some causes Us thereunto Dioouiug', We have thought 
good to rommand these Our direttious thtii g-iiieu in 
hmncashire with a few words thereunto added, and most 
ap]>]icHbi^ to the^e parts urOur Kealmci, to be published 
to all Our Sub]cct5j. 

" IFftereas fFe did ittstli/y in Our ProgTe»8c throug^li 
Lancashire^ rehuke some Ptiritaues and pr<H?i&c p<?oplc, 
and tooke order that the like vuUii fol cariiige should 
not bee vsed hy any of them herejifter, iu the prohibitiB^ 
and vnkwfulJ puuiahiu^ of Our g-ood people for vsiuf 
their law full Recreations, and honest axerciaea vpori 
Sundayeii and other Holy dayes, after the afternoone 
Sermon or Scruice : W^ee mtw find, that tmi aorta of 
people wherewitli thsvt C!ouutrey is much infested, (Wee 
ineane Papists and Poritauea) haue maliciously traduced 
and calumniated those Our iust and honourable proceed- 
ings. And therefore, leet Our reputation miirht vpon 
the one side (though innocently) haue some ai»persioii 
layd upon it» and that vpon the other part, Our good 
people in that Countrey bee misled by the mistakins; and 
misinterpretation of Our meaning^: We haue therelore 
thought g^ood hereby to c lea re and make Our pleasure to 
bee manifested to all Our good Petiple in those parts. 

*' It is true, that at Our first entry to this (to wue, and 
Kingdomc, Wee were informed, and that too truly, that 
Our County of Lancashire abounded more in Popish 
Hecnsanti; than in any Coiiotto of [ilng^Iand, and thus 
bath stil continued since to Our gfreat reg^reet, with little " 
amendment, caue that now of late, in Our laat riding 
through Our said County, VV^ee find, both by the report of 
the Juda^es, and of the Bishop of thatdiiKCsse, that there 
ii 6ome amendment now daily bcgiamw^, ^\!lvc3sl S& x^ 
sumil contentmGSLt to Fa, 
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•* Tlic repi>rt of this arrowi Tig" amendment amon|^fit them, 
innde Vs tlie mure nory, when with Our owne Earn 
Wee heard the g^enenill romp taint of Our people, thit 
they were barred from all lavvfiil RecreatioOt atiil exer- 
cise vpon the Sundayea aftemoone, after the ending «rf 
all Diiiine Seniifc, wliicb raimot but produce twoenlli: 
The one, the hindering' of theconuersionof many, whiira 
their Priests will take occasion hereby to vexe, penswa- 
d'mg them that no hotie»t mirth or recreation is lawfiri 
or tollerable in Our Jleligion, whirh cannot but breed » 
great discontentment in Our peoples hearts, especiiiUf 
of such a» are perryhientMre rpon the point of tumiBg'f 
The other inconuenicnce is, that this prohibition barreH 
the common and meaner sort of people from vsinf sudl 
exercises as may make their bodies more able for Wanei 
when Wee or our Sucecssiirs shall haue oc cation to xa^ 
them. And in place thereof sets vp filthy tiplin^s and 
drunkenesRe, and breeds a number of idle and discoa- 
tented 8peache» in their Ale-houses, For when shal the 
common people haue leaue to exerciaCt if not rpon thf 
Sirndayes and HolidayeSr seeing: they must apply tlieit 
labour, and wiiine their Iminsr in all working- dayea ? 

*' Owr expresse pleasure therefore is, that the LaweH of 
Our Kinfirdome, and Canons of our Church bee a^ wt^i 
observed in that County, aa in all other placed of tMl 
OurKing:dom* And on the other part, that no lawful 
Recrejition shall be barred to Our g^ood People, which 
ah all not tend to the breaeli of Our aforesaid Lanrcft, and 
Canons of Our Church : which to expressc more parti* 
rnlarly* Our pleasure is, That the Bishop, and all othcf 
inferiiir Churchmen and Cliurchvvardens^ shall for tbelf 
parts bee carefull and dilig-ent, both to instruct the i^no* 
rant, and con ni nee and re forme them that are misled IQ 
religion, preseniintt; t\\s*TO tWv V\\\ w<3^ t«m(otme theitH 
•e|ii£s» but obstinately %t3i.ii<JLou^>^^Qw^'«^^%«»*=6Si\»^ 
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ticcs: Triioni We Iikevriite command to put the Law in 

due cxecutiim asrainst them. 

'* Our pleasure iikewi^ie ia. That the Biahop of that 
DioceBse take the like straig-ht order vrith all the Puri- 
tans and Prcd^iiaus vTithin the same, either roastraining^ 
them to con forme themRdiies, or to leaue the ('mmtrej 
according' to the Lnvrea of Our King-dome, and Canons 
of Our Churcli, and ko to strike e<|yallr on both hands, 
ftg'amiit the cunteioners of Our AuthoritiCt and aduersa- 
ries of Our Church, And as for Our g-ood people a law- 
foll Recreation, Our pleasure likewise is, That after the 
end of E)iuinc Srnuee, Our sfooil people be notdiatnrbed, 
letted, or diacoura^cd from any lavvfuU Recreatiim ; Such 
jis dauncing^, either men or women, Archcrie for men, 
leaping-, vaulting, or any other such h armies sc Recrea- 
tion, nor from hauin^r of A I ay- Games, Whitson-Ales, 
and Morris -dances, and the get tin of vp of May-polea and 
(ither sports therewith vsed, so as the same be had in 
d^ie and conncnient time, without impediment or neglect 
of Diuine Seruice ; And that wt^mcn ahall hauc leane to 
carry rushes to the Church for the decorin^of it, accord- 
ing' to their old cuatome. Bat withall, We doc here ac- 
compt a till as prohibited all vnlawfnll ^amea to be vsed 
vpon Sundayes only, as Beare and Bull-baitin|r9, Jnter- 
ludea, and at all times iu the meaner sort of People by 
LavF prohibited} Bowling-. 

*' And tike vvitac, Wee barre from this benefit and libertie, 
all such kno^vne Recuaants, either men or Women, »» 
will abstaine from conung- to Church or Diuine Serui<5e» 
bein^^ therefore vn worthy of any lawfuU recreation after 
the said Service, that vvill not first come to the Church 
and serue God: Prohtbltinflf in like sort the said He- 
creationsi to any that, thouirh conforme in Religion, arc 
not present in the Church sit the Seiiiice oC Gq\>^ \«ftat% 
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tfcqrgDJBgtotfaetiiAiaCTWtiwi, Omr 
wiiek, Thatthejtow]ioinitWlai«clliuiOft08btU 
pment and tkirply pwniili all awk wm w abow af ftk 
Our libcitU, wiU vm tliaia asaniaet befoaa l^tmhd 
aUDifine Seniket for tbi* 4aj. AsA Ve fiksme 
atnughUy c omia a iiil , that aaeiy pcr a a a aiaJI l a nwl tafck 
owne Parish Churdi to he«re IKnBe fiaruite^ mmkemk 
Parish hyits^lfotoTsetiietaMvactcaiUaaaftcrlMamf 
Scniice. Prohibitiiif likewise aaj Offeuive waapoai 
to he carried or vsedinthetaidtiineaafncieaftioaLAaA 
Owpleasure is. That Uiis Ow Deelanvdoii aUl ha pdh 
liahed hj order from the Bish«ip of the Dioceaaek tinengli 
all the Parinh Chiirehea» and th«t he«h Oilr ladipefeef 
0«r Circuit, and Our lustiees of Our Peaoe, he mkaad 
ihareof. 

** Giueti ai our Mainour of Grtmumi^ ikejkm^tmi 

twentieth day of May; in the 9isieemih yeere 0/ 

Our Raigne of En glands France and Jretani, 

and of Scotland the one and fiftieth, 

God saue the King:. 

**Now» out of a like pious Care for the Service of (Sod* 

and for the suppressing' of any Humours that oppoM 

Truth, and for the Ease, Comfort, and Recreation of our 

weU-deserving' People, we doe rati6e and publish this 

Our Blessed Father's Declaration : The rather, because 

of late, in some Counties of our Kingdom, we find, thst 

under pretence of taking away Abuses, there hath been 

a general Forbidding, not onely of Ordinary Meetings. 

but of the Feasts of the Dedication of the Churches, 

commonly called Wakes. Now Our express Will and 

Pleasure is, that these Feasts, with other, shall be ob- 

•erved ; and that our Justices of Peace, in their several 

^bions, shall look to it, both that all Disorders there 

f be prevented and '^vmUhed, wnd thmt all Neighbour^ 
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IwkmI and Freedom, with Manlike and Lawful EKeretfie» 

be ULied. And We further eoiiimioid Our Justices of A iS si z«, 
lu tlieir fisveral Circuit^?, to see tlmt no Man do trouble 
or nioJeiht any of Our Loyal and Dutirul People, in or 
for these Lawful Uecroations, Imving" firiit done their 
Duty to God, and continuing in Obedience to Us and 
Our Laws. And of this we command all Otir Judg^fs, 
Justieea of the Peace, as ivell within Liberties, as witii- 
fiiit. Mayors, Bailiffs, Ctinstables, nnd other Officers tn 
talca notice of, and to see obse-rved as they tender Onr 
Displeasure. And ^^e further Will, that publication of 
t4iis Out C^jmrna^Hl be made by Order fr-oui tlie Bisho(>!« 
throug^h all Our Parish Churciie^ of their several 0iu- 
iieses respectively. 

* ' Gu'en at Oftr Palace at fFedminttei' the Eightcenih 
Dfijf ofOctobei't in the nifdh year of Our Reign^ 
God Save the Kin^," 

CANONBURY TOWER AND TArEUN. 

The manor of Car>onbury, at Islington, was, in the 
rejgn of Edvvard the Third, granted by Sir Ralph de 
Bt^iners, to tl*e Piior tind Canons of St. Barthoto- 
inew'Sj in West Stuith^el Ij who continued to possess 
it till the DissolutioQ, w hen it was surrendered to 
Henry the Eighth* Thomas Crooiwcllj Earl of Essex, 
and Jolin Dudley, Duke of NOTtbutubevlaucJ, on whom 
it was afterwards successively bestowed by thecrovvii^ 
both periebedon thescailold, the former in 1540ian^ 
the latter iu 1553. Queen Mary, in 1557, granted it 
tolhomas Lord Wentworthj wbo, in L^/O, alienated 
it to the affluent Sir John Spencer, Kat. and Bart, who 
so greatly dislinguisbed himself by bis pyblic spirit 
during his mayoralty in 159S- Elkabetbj Uvt ^vA.\ 
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ud iMim^ wnried WilliiUB^ leooBd Lord 
ConploB^ who it tradhioiially said to have coatrivcd 
her dopencnt firos her fathei^s hovse at Ouioobuf , 
ia a Baler*! taskei. This was the spirilcd Lady , 
who, aboat the year 16l7,wroCethe remarhaWftlettg 
to her husband^ ia which, after roqniring aa aoouly d 
2200/.; thelikesom lor her privy poiae; 10,000l.br 
jewds} her debU to be paid, and horses, ooadwi, 
nale and fSnaale atteadants, &c. to be provided Ar 
her, the conchidea by praying him, when he becoaici 
aa Earl, to «* allow her 1000/. more than the aov 
desires, mth doable atteadaace." These '<r«aios- 
abU reqoests," as her ladyship terms then, serte ts 
prove the great wealth of the family,' bnt whether 
they were granted or not is unknown. In Angsst, 
}CAS, Lord Compton was created Earl of Nortbamp- 
ton^ and from him the present owner of Canonbary, 
i^lio is the ninth Earl, and first Marquess of Nor- 
thampton, is lineally desceuQed. 

Whilst this estate was the property of the Priors of 
St. Bartholomew, they caosed a spacious mansion to 
be erected here for their country residence, which 
nearly covered the entire site now occupied by Ca- 
nonbury Place. It had, also, attached to it, a small 
park of about four acres, with large gardens^ a fish 
pond, and various domestic oflSces. Canonbury Tower, 
which is of red brick, was, probably, erected soon after 
the time of Wm. Bolton, who was Prior from 1509 till 
1532 ; but his device, or rebns, viz. a bird-bolt in a tun, 
appears in different parts of the walls connected with 
*^*t^ Tower. From the leads of this buildings which is 
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about seventeen feet aqunre^ aad nearly sixty feet in 
heiglit, is one ot the most deliglitful panoramic scenes 
to be met with near London. The prospects include a 
vast extent of country, teeming with towns and vil- 
lages, and finely diversified by hiJl and dale : that 
over the metropolis is particularly grand, and, in a 
clear day, the whole courae of the river Thames may 
be traced as far as Gravesend, with the hills of Kent 
imiig beyond, and all the interveniag tract spotted 
by bnildings, and enriched by culti\^ation, Tlie sahi- 
brity of the air, and the proximity of the metropolis, 
renders Canonbury a very desirable place of residence, 
and in the summer season, the Tower building, which 
is seven stones high, is let out as a lodging-liouse. It 
contains twenty-three rooms, besides convenient 
closets and landing-places. Several persons of ht«- 
rary eminence luve been residents here, as Dr, 
Epliraira Chambers, Dr. Goldsmith, and Mr* J, New- 
bury, In several of the contiguous houses there are 
remains of the old bnildiogsj and particabrly, two or 
three curiously ornamented chimney-pieces, and some 
stuccoed ceilings, of Queen Elizabeth's lime, 

CanonbuTij Tavern, now a respectable and well- 
known place of public entertainment and tea-gardens, 
was, in the middle of the last century, nothing more 
than, an inconsiderable ale-house* It was afterwards 
taken by a Mr, James Lane, who had been a private 
soldier, and by him some considerable additions and 
improveineiits were made j hut the prescat celebrity 
of this place was chiefly owing to the widow Sutton, 
who resided herefrom l^Sa to 1808, TI^qu^ ^"c^ft 
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«tteiition aad fftod ■atngnmul ikm <«Mb iqily 
increasH ; to keep paet witt <i% id l ^ i 
new itNHM^ naA Uid mifc Mie 1 
gardeua: thegrovndsaffrfllMawrt^ Wiiifljf Ifcu aihi 
premises, wImHi oecopf i fc iw t fear a0M^ awMtatri 
wtthio theoM parii walltirtfM'Maw «(r8uJhrtl»* 
lomew ; it formt a pun, i m im d^ «f tW «wtHi iA 
of the hoone : ttio iMcweot Mk-poad* ^Jh»» «■ iki 
tovtfc side, i« ooMM^tad wink thm giwwuh Ifc^it* 
■enbly-rooDiy wed also. Car d i —g portiwu <Mi ■ 
tpftciom aod ¥7«li-propoitioiuNL Aa AManUf m 
firi*«8tiiblbhed bore in tboyttf ft9)<K ; 

ST. MABT*S^ OR TSS KOITHD 0017X00^ ttimtm VMHtSi 

Spenscr*fi Red-cro^s KnigHiQ tbo *'9Wiiy QliMi.* 

appears to IiaTc been " depictured'*' from a rtfeolbc* 

lion of the dress and manners of tbe^fCnrgiits Tem- 
plars, by whom the Round Church in the Inner Tern- 
j)Ie was originally built. 

** And on his breast a bloodie Cross he boise, 
The deare remembraace of his dying* Lord, • 
For whose sweete sake that g-Iorlous badge he wore, 
And dead, as linng", ever him adorM : — 
Upon his shield, the like was also seor'd. 
For soveraig^ne hope which in bis helpc he had. 
Rig-ht faithful, true, he was indeede and wiord^ 
. But of his cheope did seem too solemae sad. 
Yet nothing did be dread, but ever was ydradL** 

The Order of the Knights Templars was loatitDted 

about tlte y«ar 11 17. or 1 1 ! 8, and shortly afterwards 

*?n under the patronage of Pope Honorioa, for the 

}^t of protecting Pilgrims -in thaiT' passage to Ifae 




Holy Land, and of entertaiDing and defenilitig them 
when tbere | as ivell as to profeect the Sepukbre of 
Christ from all violation. They were, of coursCj a 
military Order^ and wcro called Templars, says ail 
Heraldic maou script in the British Museum, '* for 
that tliey were placed in a bouAe adjohiing or near 
to the Temple of Jerusalem, by vow and profession to 
bear and wage war agaiast the Pagaas and Inhdels, 
and keep from spoil aod profanation the sacred Se- 
pulchre of oar Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, at- 
tempted by Turks, Saracens, and Argarins^ and other 
barbarous miscreants, pursuing with malice and hos- 
tility Christians, and infesting Palestine^ or the Holy 
Land» with craelty, homicide, and bloodshed/* This 
fraternity was instituted by two CTUsaders^ Hugh de 
Paganis and Godfrey de St Audomare^ or St. Oraer, 
who were, at (irst, joined by seven other persons only, 
but eventually, the broth erbood increased to such a 
degree, and became 3o renowned for valour, that the 
most illustrious nobility in Christendom deemed it an 
honour to be admitted into their Orden They bound 
themselves to chastity and obedience^ according to 
the rales of the canons regular of St, Augustin. 

About the begianing of King Stephen's reign, the 
Knights Templars established themselves lu London, 
and they afterwards formed Pr ecep lories ^ as their 
houses were called^ in divers parts of the Kingdom. 
They first settled near Old- bourne, (Hoi born) on the 
fiite of the present Southampton Buildings j where, 
upwards of a century ago, on pulling down certain 
old honEcSj tome remains were discovCTed oi vVim 

roL. Ill, T 
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origiDal Temple, which was of a cire^ilar form, like 
the ancient part of the Church now UDder review. 

in the reign of Henry the Second, they remoted 
into a more magm^cent structure, within the range 
of an extensive plot of ground, between Fleet Street 
and the river TJiamea, which their increased afflae&ce 
had enabled ihetn to purchase, and whicht eitherlbeo, 
or afterwards, was held of the King in captie, as ptrl 
of the Honour of Leicester. This residence wafl dii- 
tlnguidied by the apijellation of the New Temple, aod 
from the splendour in which the Knights livedo ital- 
tainedto such eminence that Parliaments^ and general 
Councils were frequently held there. Henry the 
Third J the foreign Ambassadors, and the NobilftT, 
were often feasted by the Knights, and Matthew 
Paris remarks, that| though they at hrst lived apoa 
alms, '' and were so poor that one horse served two 
of them (as was apparent from their seals) yet they 
snddeuly waxed so insolent, that they disdained other 
Orders, and sorted themselves with Noblemen/' 

Ranulph Higden, in his " pQly-Chronicon,** relates 
an anecdote of Richard Coeur de Lion^ which per* 
fectly accords with the character of the Knights Tem- 
plars as given by Paris, — Richard, he says, having 
been toM by a French priest, that '« he had three 
daughters, namely. Pride, Covctousness, and Letch- 
cry, who would subject him to the wrath of God if 
Le did not presently get quit of them," immediate] j 
replied, " that he would bestow them in marriage j— 
my eldest danghter, Pride, I give to the Knights Tem- 
plars; to the CisterdanSi Covetoufines^ a&d my 



t\md daughter, Letchery, I commit to the Prelates of 
the Church, who therm q take TDOSt pleasure and TdJ- 
city; and now you have aiy daughters beBtoweJ 
amongst you/* 

The Master of the Xew Temple was first summoned 
to Parliament in the 4§th of Henry the Third, and 
continued to sit amongst the Peers till the dissolu- 
tion of the Order. He was lord paramount over all 
the Precepcories and Houses of the Knights in other 
parts of England, but be was, himself, subject to the 
Grand Master of the Order^ whose residence was m 
the dty of Paris. 

As the renown of the Knights Teiufdars became 
increased by their own valour, and their wealth by 
the gifts of divers Potentates^ and the devotion ai be- 
nefactions of the pious, the fearful, and the credu- 
louSj their own arrogance and profligacy proportion- 
ately angmented, though certainly not to that extent 
of abaodoued wickedness with which they were 
charged by their enemies. Their vices, Ijowever, 
were made tlie pretexts for a grievous prosecution 
against the Order, thronghout all Christen doni, but 
particularly in France, and they were accused of the 
perpetration of almost every kind of crime. Many of 
the Knights were committed to the flame,^, undtr 
false accusations t among whom was James de Molai, 
the Grand Master, who was burnt, or rather roasted 
alive, by a slow fire, in the year 1313, at Paris, on the 
very spot, which, in modern times^ has been adorned 
with a statue of Henry IV. By the violence of tor- 
turej he had been previously constrained to coo.Cea'i 

T 
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things to which he was an utter stnuger; but. at Ik 
8take« be boldly retracted tiie extorted satniths, nd 
asserted the general innocence of liis btotbeihssi 
with his last breath. Hiw base persecator. Fops 
Clement the Fifth, who was a Fkvnchniui by biith»hid 
been inflnenced to forward the proacripdon i^gi&Ht 
them, for the porpose of gratifying the reve^je adl 
avarice of Pfdlip ie Bel, King of Frmnoe, when the 
Knights had mortally offended by furnishing arassdl 
money to Pope Bonifoce the £^th>' daring his «ar 
with him.* 



* The following singular passage relating to Pope < 
and the French King, occurs in Fnllei^s ^ Hoi j Warr^^B. T. 
ebap. i.-*'' A-Tempfor being to be hnmedat Boanlenitf'isi 
seeing the Pope and Ring Philjp looking oat at a wiadov; 

cried onto thenii ' Clemen t» thou cruel tyrant ! seeiQg there 
is no higher amongst mortall men to whom I should appeal 
for my unjust deaths I cite thee, together with King Philip, 
^o the Tribunal of Christ, the just Judge who redeemed me, 
there both to appear within one yeere and a day; where I 
will lay open my cause, and justice shall be done witbontany 
by-respect.* 

" Pope Clement and King Philip were, within the time 
prefixed, summoned by death to answer to God for what they 
had done. And though it is bad to be busie with God's se- 
crets, yet an argument drawn from the event, especially when 
it goeth in company with others, as it is not much to be de- 
pended on, so is it not wholly to be neglected ! Besides, King 
Philip missed of his expectation, and the morsel fell betide 
his mouth, for the Templars* lands, which were first g^niated 
to him as a portion for his youngest, son, were afterwards, by 
the Council of Vienne, bestowed on the Knights Hospitallers.** 

p«nA Clement died on the 21st of March, 1814, and Kbg 
^e month of Novenoiber, in the same yea& 
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iTie proceedings against the Templars had been 
commenced in 1307* and, on an appointed day, tiiey 
were seized and imprisoned in great numbers I Ij roughs 
out Europe \ and the arrests were continued till they 
were nearly all in custody- From Rymer's " Foidera/* 
whicb contains many particiilara relating to tbeir im* 
prisooment in England^ it clearly appears that Ed- 
ward the Second was indioed to favour thexn^ In the 
above year, December the 4th , he wrote to the Kings 
of Portugal, Castile, Sicily, and Arragon, andj on 
December the lOtb, to the Pope himself, not to t}e- 
lieve the stories which were raised agaiuat the 
Knights 5 yet, on the arrival of the Pope's Bull 
shortly afterwards, he cansed writs to he issued for 
attaching them in England, and^ on the 26th of the 
same month, he sent a letter to the Pope, expressing 
his willingness to act against them« 

The Pope's B till was directed to Richard Winchel* 
sey. Archbishop of Canterbury, and his Suffragans, 
and under that authority the Knighta Templars of 
London were summoned before Ralph de Baldock« 
Bishop of London, to answer various charges of he- 
resy, apostacy, idolatry, te. and, although scarcely 
any evidence could be given of the verity of those 
accusations, the Knights, eventually, were djspos* 
sessed of all their property and privileges, and sub- 
jected to perpetual penauce in different monasteries. 
William de la Moore, the Grand Prior, or Master, of 
England, was as earnest in defence of hit Order as 
James do Molai had been, but happily his fate was 
not BO calamitous ^ for oo Templar was put to death 
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in England, no? irfts any torture employed to etki^ 
a crttjfession of prejiiiraeJ crimes. 

In the year 1312, on tUc 6t!i of the nones of May 
(May the 2d.) the Order of the Knights Templars 
WIS pfovbionally suppressed by the Pope^ iaaprU 
Tttc congi^tory ; the Council of Vienne bating previ- 
ously declared, in opposition to the Pope'sdesigiiftbat 
8o illuslrionft an Order ought not t^ be dfssolrad lill 
the Grand Master and other Knights had been heard 
ill it3 defence. But their rtiin had been determiiied 
on, nnd their provisional suppression wsaa sooa fQ- 
larged into a permanent and l>nal one. Part of their 
extensive possession a, which comprehended !6,0ti0 
manors and lordships in different countnes, princi- 
pally in France^ was couferredupoo other Orders, bal 
chiefly upon the Knighls Hospital] era : the remaiDder 
was seized by the respective Princes in whose domi- 
nions they were situated. 

At the period of their suppression, the nmnber of 
Knights Templars in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
amounted to about 250. The Knights wore linen 
coifs and red caps close over them ; shirts and stock- 
ings of twisted mail, a sopra vest, broad belts and 
swords : their outer habit was a white cloak reaching 
to the ground, embroidered with a red cross on the 
breast. 

The Knights Templars built many of their Basilica 
on the general model of the Church of the Holy Se- 
pulchre, or of the Resurrection » at Jemsalem ; and, 
whatever opinion may be entertained of the real origin 
of the Round Churches in this coantry, there can bq 



no hesitation Id ascribiDg the erection of the Temple 
Church to that brotherhood. 

Weeper, in hh ^' Funeral Monuments/' on the 
credit, as he says, " of the British Story," refers to 
m tradition of the Temple having been one of those 
originally founded about the year of the world 4748, 
by Dunwallo MnlmotiuSj as a place of refuge and 
fianctuary (qt thieves and other offenders ; and Dun- 
wallo himself, with other British Kings, is reported 
to have been buried here. We cannot, however, 
from aathentlc hi story » trace this church to an earlier 
time than that of Henry the Second, in whose 
reign Heraclius, patriarch of Jerusakn^ was enter- 
lained by the Knights Templars, whilst on amission 
^om Pope Lucius the Third to the King, in order 
to invite him to ascend the throne of Jemsalem.^ 



• The entire scheme of thii loTitation appears to have 
l>eeD devUed for the purpose of en^gmg King Henry's per- 
lonal iupport in ihe Crosades, but llie parliameul fiimlj op- 
posing Ihe design, lieracliiis quitted England in great dud- 
geon* Iq Fabiao'a ** Chronicles/' (p. 5i: edit. 1559) tlwre 
|b ^ rainarkabte passage relBtiD^ to tlte Patriarchy taken out 
of " a booke, in PrtJtithe, of the wynnynge and loainge of 
ihe aayde Citie/* (Jerusalern) " made by Peter Diamy/* 
Henry's refusal to assume the cross himself made Heracliusso 
*' disconlented and comfortlesse^'* that the Kinjj followed 
him to the sea side, in hopes of abatiiig' his chagrin by 
** pleaiaunt wordes," and *' fay re specbe/* He could, how- 
»yer, make no impression on the anger of the Patriarch, 
who treated him with a fall measure of the ecclesiasiical in- 
tolence of that period, insomuch that the king was at last 
" amoved with his woidei, and aaide vnto Uie Patriarke. 
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''Thoi^b all the men of the tode wpm.otim bodl^tfl 
Bpekewhhoae movth, they Amt metwpmkm toae iMii 
wotdfak^ ^ No wotfder (diyd the Fitiinte) fbr ^H|iM 

thine and not tbee. That is to Qieanej they love thy goodci 
temporal, and feare thee for loss of promocio, bat they 
lore not thy soule.' And. when he had so sayde he offered 
his head to the King, saying, 'do by me right as thou diddeit 
by Thomas Becket, for I had leaver to be slayne of thee 
then of the Sarasiris* For thou art worse then any SarattO, 
and thy people foloweth pray [prey] and not a man.' But 
the King kepte his patience, and sayde^ ' I may not wend 
out of my land, for mine owneSonnes wyll arise agaynstme 
when 1 were absent.' * No wonder (sayd the Patriarke) for 
of the divill they come, and to the divill they shall/ and so 
departed from the kynge in greate ire.*' 

* During some repairs made in the chnrch in the year 
1695, the stone " which was hardly to be read before," was 
broken by the workmen and carried away. The Rev. S. 
^^SS^'t in his *' Sylloge of hiscriptions,*' states that the 
^'Indulgence ** mentioned in the above lines was the earliest 
instance of the kind which he had met with. ^ 
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ANNO 



AB ■ INCAUNA 

TIONE. DOMITfl ' MC'L-X'X'X«V- 

1>BD£CATA • HfiG * fiCCLBSIA ■ IN • HONO 

HB ' BBTAB ' MARIB ' A • DNO ■ BRACLIO • DEI * GEA 

aCfi * RE a V RECTI ON la - BCCLRatE . PATRI 

ARCHA - [in * IDU8 ^ FRBRVARII * Q . KA . ANNATIM- 

PBTBTIB 'DB - IIVNTA » a • PKNITETIA " LX - DIBS ' IN- 
DUL31T. 

Stow, after mentianing the original dedication of 
tliis church by Heraclius in 1185, says, " this Tem- 
ple was again dedicated, 1240, belike also newly re- 
edified then.''* Bat the state of the present fabric, 
when considered in connexion with the different 
Styles o^ architecture in fashion at the above periods, 
will fnlly warrant a different conclusion j namely, 
that the western, or rotind part, was that which the 
Templars had consecrated by the patriarchy in order 
to give celebrity to their new foundation j and that 
the eastern part, to which, in fact, the other can 
only be regarded as a vestibnle^ was built afterwards, 
and dedicated, on its completion, in 1240. The 
Pointed style at the latter period was generally pre- 
valent, and in that style the eastern part is built } 
'but at the earlier period, 1185, it was most com* 
monly lotennixed with the circular, or Norman style, 
ns in this vestibule. 

This edifice was greatly endangered by fire in the 
conflagration of 1666> aud again in 1695) when a 
considerable part of the Tenaple was destroyed. On 
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iceaiioiij it became necessary to repair tbe 
^cst Bidet wklch i* now (September^ 1825,) 
t^mng a yet more fiubstantia] reparation, tbe 
uaingi erected against it having been partly taken 
wn^ and the wall of the church new faced with 
ne. The Interior under (rent a general repair in 
1 1 at which time the ancient inscription recording 
-dedication of .L^ "" ' ' f the patriarch Hera* 
B, was ordered \, and it ia now affixed 

over the west entrk^ ide. ^ 

To the arcUit m i r this building la pir*" 

ticnlai'ly intere^^-.m^g, U jh there is such a re- 

markable dissimilar the circular vestibule 

and the rectangular , Churcht there U great 

reason to believe thai v^^ ^ bnilt from one orlgiuil 

defilgn. All the exterior wails, which are five feet in 
thickness, are strengthened by projecting bnttresses. 
In the aprigbt, the vestibole consists of two stones* 
the upper one being about half the diameter of the 
lower story, which measures fifty-eight feet across the 
area. The lower part of the upper story is sur- 
rounded by a series of semicircular arches, intersect- 
ing each other^ and forming a blank arcade; behind 
ivhich, and over the circular aisle, (if it may be so 
termed) there is a continued passage* The stair- 
case leading to the latter is on the north-west sidci 
^nd about half-way up, in the substance of the wall* 
U a small dark cell, most probably intended as a 
place of confinement* Over the arc^e are sii^ 
semicircular-headed windows. The cljustered columns 
which support the ropf, are eachfor»«d by four dis- 




tinct ibafts, which are surrounded, near the middle, 
by a triplicated baod^ and have square-headed capi- 
tals ornamented in the Norman style. The principal 
entrance is directly from the west, but there is a 
smaller one on the south-west side : the former 
opens from an arched porch , and consists of a re- 
ceding semicircular arcliwayi having four columns on 
each side supporting archivolt mouldings, which, as 
well as the capitals aod jambs, are oroameated with 
ficnlptured foliage, busts, and lozenges, 

A ponderous organ-screen, of wainscot, erected in 
George the 1 st's reign, separates the vestibnle from the 
interior^ which is neatly pewed, and lias a very airy 
appearance, The nave is divided from the aisles by 
four clustered columns on eacb side, or rather single 
column! each wrought into the resemblance of four, 
supporting pointed arches. Go each side are five win- 
do ws^ and at the east end are three others i all the 
windows, which are on a uniform plan, are composed 
of three high lance -headed divisions, but the central 
one h considerably more lofty thun those at the sides* 
The altar part is handsomely fitted op> and exhibits 
the tables of the Decalogue, Belief, and Lord's Prayer , 

IndepeDdently of the interest excited by its sin- 
gnlar plan and curious architecture, this edifice; has 
engaged great attention from the two very ancient 
sepulchral groups of Effigies, which lay within tbe 
^circular area of the vestibule. They have generally 
been said to represeot Knights Templars^ but as 
only one of them, which had any immediate COQ- 
neition with that order, has, hitherto « be^iiL Uv%tA^v* 



LOIfBlNIAKA* 



n 



tlfied, there is certainly no s^S^dcsit am$ 
:achiDg that appellation to the whole* 
'Tom the crowded aod pecallar mannef in wM^!^ 
e«e memoriaU of departed greatness are arraiiged. 
In evident that tbey have l>een brought from other 
sitoatiOQs j most probably from tombs wlucb, at 
some remote period, have been destroyed. This 
Coojectore Is supported by the act of an excavation 
baring been made, do nog the repairs in IBll^ under 
the northernmost gronp^ far he porposo ol di*- 
coveriog whether there was y vault or colBn be- 
neath, but it was satisfacti i^certained that there 
was not either, 

Tbefte curious figure are gr tly defaced and muti- 
lated « Together with a kind c sarcopbagnSj formed 
m dos d'dnej they have been disposed in tsvo rows, 
five in each^ between the north-eaaterh and sooth- 
eastern c<^mD89 and inclosed by iron railiiigs; , The 
effigies have been scnlptured ont of blodrs ^ free? 
stone^ each two feet in thickness^ and'arebying on 
platforms of similar stone. They represent Kyiighti 
armed cap»k«pie^ in mail armonr, with sorcoats; 
one only is bare-headed, and wears a monk's cowh 
their attitudes vary. Their shields are of the heater 
or Norman form^ and one of them is Ko remarkably 
long that it extends from the shoulder to below 
the knee. Their heads^ which* with a single excep- 
tion^ repose on cushions, are mostly in hoods of 
laail: two or three have flattish helmets 0ver the 
mail, and one wears a kind of casque. Most of 
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their swords are broten, ia consequence of which 
tnutilatioD one of tlic Kuighta has been described as 
in the act of drawing a dagger^ but with evident 
impropriety. 

Five of the effigies are cross-leggedj a position 
indicatiog that they were intended either for actoal 
Crvsaders, or for other Knights who had assumed 
the cross, and vowed to engage in the Holy War^ as 
it was ira piously called, against the Saracens in Pa- 
les tine. 

Gongh, in his " Sepulchral Monnments,'* assigns 
the first figure in the southernmost groop to Geqffrcy 
de MagnaviUe, who was created Earl of Essex by 
King Stephen, and afterwards augmented his family 
armsj which were quarterly, or and gales, with an 
escarbunclc, — a charge that is stilt apparent on his 
shield. He was mortally wounded in besieging the 
Castle at Burwell, in Cambridgcshiro^ whilst in re- 
bellion agaiost the King, and he died in October, 
11 48. His body was arrayed by some Knighta 
Templars in the habit of their order, and they con* 
Teyed it to the Old Temple, near Holbornj but as 
he had died whilst under sentence of excommunica- 
tion, they could not bnry it^ and after being envelop- 
ed in Icad^ it waSj in consequence, deposited in a 
crooted tree in their orchard, tie was afterwards 
absolved by the Pope, ^* it being proved that he 
expressed great penitence in his last motnenta j" and 
his remains were interred in the Old Temple^ from 
which they were subsequently removed to this church. 
The second figure is that of the famons William k 



LONBIKIANA* 

mtttf or Marshall, iirtt Earl of PembrolEej 
dying in April [219j was buried in thia edi- 
-. HJi feet rest on a lion j and a lion rampant j 
jrming a part of hia armorial beariDg, raay yet be 
traced on bis shield. The third hgure is sappoged, 
by Weever, to represent Rohert Ras^ a Templar, 
" quondam vi$Uator generalis Ordinis milicie Tem- 
pli in Anglia ei in Francia €i in Italia ,'* i%ho died 
about the year 1245 ; bnt Gough> on the authority of 
Bishop TaDoer, assigns this figure to the second Lord 
Rob, Bomamed Fursan, who gave the manor of Rib- 
Bton, in Yorkahirej to the Knights Templars^ and 
baring become a Knight himself^ was buried in (be 
Temple Church in the 1 1th of l^lenry the Third, anao 
1226. The fourth figure is that of V¥iUiam Marshall, 
2d Earl of Pembroke, who, dying in April 1230, wai 
interred near bis father The last, or coffin- shaped 
memorial^ has been assigned to William Plantagenet, 
4th son of Henry the Third, who died in his infancyi 
and was buried herein the year 1256; yet it is by do 
means probable that a full-sized monument of this 
form should have been prepared for a mere child* 

Not a single %ure in the northernmost gronp can 
be decidedly appropriated, except, perhaps, the fifth, 
which is cross-legged, and may be that of Gilbert 
Marshall^ 3d Earl of Pembroke, whose remains were 
deposited near those of his father, in this edifice. He 
had been bred to the Church, but though unskilled in 
diivalric exercises, his gallant spirit led him to engage 
. in a Tournament near Ware, in June, 1241, when he was 
thrown by an unruly coarser, and mortally wounded. 



Camden says, that *' the statues of William, and his 
80D3 William and Gilbert, all Marsballs of Epgland, 
and Earls of Pembroke, are bUU to be seen m this 
Temph, cross- legged ; as were all who at tliat time en- 
gaged in the Crusades^ or as the phrase was^ toeh up 
the cross /** — '^ On one of tbe tombs/' he continues, 
** I have read this inscription, in letters almost ef- 
faced, * Comes Fenhrochi(F," and at the side, * Miles 
eram Martis* Mars mullos vkerat armisy^ — The 
first Knight in this gronp is represented with a leo- 
|>afd at his feet^ the head of which is pierced bj bis 
sword. The fourth Knight is in a very peculiar, but 
upirited, attitude, as if trampling upon a dragon) 
most probably in allegorical reference to the Chris* 
ti&n*s triamph over Satan* 

Another ancient ligurej now lying upon a plain 
tomb on the south aide of the chancel, ropresenis 
S^hmer de EverdoTit Bishop of Carlisle, who was 
interred in this church in 1255 : it is pontifical I y 



* Pennant says, that the '^ being represented erosa-lcg^d is 
not alwaya a prooT of tbc dcceasied havio^ had the merit of 
haviDg' bfen a Cmsaderj or Ijavitig made a pilgrima§;e lo the 
Hoi J SepiilcJire» I have seeo, at Mitton, in Yorkshire, two 
fig^ures of the Sherboraea tbus represented; (one died in 
I6S9j the other in 1GS9) who 1 verily believe could never 
hod any more titan a wish to enter the Holy Land," " Lor- 
don,*" p. 167. Numerous other instances could be given of 
persona being repreaenled cross-legged, who were nev^ei in 
Palestine, nor ever made a vow to go there s and particolarlj, 
one of the Carei^Sf (temp. Queen Eliz.) in Eieter Cathedmlj 
in the chapel of St. Mnry Magdalen^ at the extreouLv of the 
north aisle* 



mitred and habired^ mih a croEier on the kft armi 
snd itie rigbt baod in the cu9t0marf attitude of bene* 
diction. At the timeDf the repairs bere> ia ISUj tbe 
iamb wa!! opened^ and an entire skekton was foand 
iwkLiQ a kadeo enrekpe^ placed in a st^De cbefit, or 
cdffiu, in whicb was a circular canty to admit ik 
head* Many pieces of a gtaf^ or crozier^ andfng^j 
ments of garments, were ako remajiiing^ but whit J 
is most remarkahle is^ that at the feet of tbe fikekto* I 
were some portions of the sknllp and other bcmm, di 
a mere infant ! — In all ages, an nn necessary and ni<ie ' 
violation of the tomb^ has been regarded a& a srpecief 
of barbarli^m^ and however antiquarian researcli may 
have anthorbed the opening of Egyptian cemeteries 
and ancient harrows, for tbe par pose of glean bg 
an imperfect kaowkdge of tbe arts and customs of 
remote eras, there is no excase for raking among the 
ashes of tbe dead from sheer motives of impertinent 
curiosity. In this instance, the reprehensibk intru- 
ders, forgetful of their own frail mortality, had tbe 
very dust in the coffin '^ carefully sifted,** in the 
expectation of meeting with '* an episcopal ring,"*— 
but without success, and f^om that, and other circom- 
Btances, it was presumed that this sepulchre had been 
previously violated. 

* Vide JekylVs " Facts and Obsenrations relating to the 
Temple Church," small folio, 1812. This learned beneber 
was of opinion (with others) that the above tomb might have 
been erected for the Patriarch Heraclius, who died at Acre, 
in 1191 ; there is not, however, the least valid authority to 
warrant that supposition* 



Besides the moTmments already described, there are 
several others of much interest in this Churchy aa 
well ?is many inscriptioDS for persons of talent and 
notoriety ; these, as may well be supposed, are chiefly 
10 CO ID in em oration of the Lawyers and professional 
men wlso have been connected with the Inner and 
Middle Temples. The more ancient inscriptions are 
recorded iti Dugdale*s *' Origines Juridicialea,** and 
many others are inserted in Strype^s Stow. One of the 
last that was placed lie re, commemorates the late 
Ijord Cimncelior Thuriow, who died in 1 80 6 j and is 
represented by a line Bast in white marble, executed 
by Rossi, In the north aisle is tlie recumbent effigy 
of the learned PiowdeUj who was treasurer of this 
Society, iu 1572, and died in 1584 ; this figure has 
been recently re-painted in the style of former ages. 

Against the east wall is an inscription for Anne 
Ifkikton^ wife of Edward Littleton, of the Inner 
Temple J Esq. and grand-daughter of Sir Thomas 
Bromley, Knt, Lord Chancellor | she died in 1G23» 
The following epitaph on this Lady is gi?en by 
Strype : 

Here She lien, whose Rpotless fame 

1 nvites a attine ta learu her name, 

^rhe rigid Spartan that dcny'd 

An Epitaph to all that dy'd 

Unless for War or Chastity, 

Wmdd here voudisafe an Elen"/. 

She dyd a Wife, but yet her Mind» 

Beyond Virs^inity relin'd, 

From lawless firercmaia*d as (rtt 




m 



28^ unanmMmjti^ 

Her Hatband, jet without a ffia, 
- Watnota 8tniiifer.bat her Kn; 
That her chaste Lore might weem dm 
Unto a Hnshand, than m BroAer. 
Keep well tlui P^wn thoa Marble CheaC 
Till it be caird for let H rest ; 
For while this Jewel here is set 
The Orare is but a Cabinet. 

HISTORICAL AND DB8CRIPTITB PASTieUI.AmS OV TMM 
INNBB AND MIDDLB TBM PUEB. 

At the time of the suppression of the Order of Che 
Knights Templars, in the reign of Edward fhe8ecoi4» 
the number of Knights in England, 8cotIaBd« mi 
Ireland, amounted to about 250. Their ppsiessiois 

ID England were seized by the King, who, in tlie 
year 1314, granted the Te&iple in Fleet Street, sad 
its appurtenances^ to Aymer, or Andomar de Valence, 
Earl of Pembroke, by the description of •' the whole 
place and house called the New Temple, at London, 
and the ground called Fiquet*s Croft, and all the 
tenements and rents, with the appurtenances, thst 
belonged to the Templars in the city and suburbs of 
London -, and tlie land called Flete Croft, part of the 
possessions of the said Temple/'— -About two years 
afterwards, the King, having otherwise satisfied the 
claims of the above Earl, re-granted the premises to 
his uncle, Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, on whose at- 
tainder they reverted to the crown. In the 17th of 
the same reign, all the unappropriated estates of the 
Knights Templars in England were, in compliance 
rith the injunctions oHVie^«coxi^OyQs«\«%ttiAmhled 
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at Vienna, in 1324, granted by the King and Parlia- 
iDODt to the Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Je- 
nualein ; whose Order had been instituted for nearly 
similar purposes to that of the Templars, and was 
ihen held in very high repute, in consequence of the 
extraordinary valour which the Knights had displayed 
in expelling the Turks from the Isle of Rhodes. 

The Knights Hospitallers had been settled in En- 
gland in the reign of Henry the First, and had a large 
Mtablishment at Clerkenwell, including the spacious 
Church of St. John, and its extensive precincts. 
Shortly after the above grant, the Prior and his bre- 
thren were compelled by undue influence, to convey 
the New Temple and its appurtenances to Hugh le 
Despencer, the younger, but on his attainder and 
execution they reverted to the crown. Edward the 
Third, in his 2nd year, granted the custody and reve- 
nues of the Temple possessions to William de Lang- 
ford, for ten years, at an annual rent of 241. but the 
next year^ *^ the Church and places sanctified and 
dedicated to God," were restored to the Knights Hos- 
pitallers, " by reason whereof William Langford was 
jibated 121. 4s. Id. of his said rent." After Lang- 
ford's interest had expired, the King in his 1 2th year, 
restored the whole of the Temple property to the 
" Priors and Friers of the said Hospital of St. John, 
for 1001. promised by the Prior towards his expedi- 
tion into France." 

Some years afterwards, the Knights Hospitallers 
granted a lease of the Temple and its appurtenancei 
for an annual reat of I OL to * * a Society ol '^\.\sAj»X\ 
v2 



tlia Coratooii La we/' who removed from Thaviea iotti 
ill HoLhorn, The membersj harlog greatly increased 
in nnmber, formed them s eke u, earJy in the reign of 
Richard the Second, into two SoeietieB, namely^ of 
tbe Inner Temple, and of the Middle Temple^^'^et 
still retaiomg a general interest in the premisei^ 
About the same period, anno I3SI^ iiccordiog to StoWi 
the insurgents under Wat Tyler, "destroyed and 
plucked downe the houses and lodgings of this Tem- 
ple, tooke out of the Chorch ihe bookcs and records 
that were in hutches^ of the Apprentices [students] 
of the law, carried them into the streetes, aod hurot 
them : the house they spoiled and burnt, for wrtth 
that they bare Sir Robert Halles, Lord Prior of St. 
John's," at ClerkenwelL 

After tbe dissolution of the Order of the Knights 
Hospitallers, in the 32nd of Henry the Eighth, the 
Temple reverted to tbe Crown, bnt it was still con- 
tinued to be held on lease by the Law professors till 
tbe time of James the First, lliat sovereign, by his 
Letters Patent dated at Westminster, in kis 6tb year^ 
(August the 1 3th,) granted the whole premises, by 
the desf riptioa ot^^No.vpttaihei CapUaila Afe^magia 
c&gnka per no men de Inner Temple, Mwe N&m Tem- 
p/i/' &c< to Sir Jalius Caesar/ Knt,, aad the trea- 
aurers, benchevs^ and others of this House, and their 
Assigns for ever, for the reception, lodging, and 
ed oration of the Professors and Smdents of the Laws 
^%tfif this Realm," at a rent of 101. annually, from each 
Vf the above Societies, 



of the K flights Templars, on this spot, exteDded from 
White Friara to Essex Street, btit after their derDeane 
was seiised by Edward the Second j about one- third 
part, called the Outers or Outward Temple, that is 
the division extending westward to Essex Street, 
was franted by the King to Walter Stapleton, Bishop 
of ExeteFj and becoming his Inn^ has altogether de- 
scended in a different manner from that of the Inner 
&nd Middle Teinples. 

Except the Church (which has been described in 
the preceding article) not any portion remains of the 
edifices belonging to the Knights Templars, Tie 
present Temple, which, independently of the Halls 
and Libraries, consists principally of squares^ courts, 
and rows of brick houses and offices^ has been almost 
wholly erected since the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; 
but, until a very recent period, not any alterations 
nor particular improvements had been made here for 
upwards of a century past. This will be exemplified 
by the annexed print, which exhibits a bird's-eye 
view of the Temple Baiklings, as they appeared in 
the year 1720, when seen from an elevation over the 
river Thames. 

In thelnner Temple, improvements upon an exten- 
sive scale are now in progress, under the direction of 
that eminent architect, Robert Smirke, Esq. whose 
late renovation of the decayed parts of the Temple 
Church (as noticed in page 282) is deserving of 
great praise. The followiog inscription relating to 
it, has been recently sculptured on the sooth side of 
the round part : 
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"HujuscB . Mdis . Sacrje. 

PaRTBM . AUSTRALBM . SiBI PrOPRIAW. 

RbSTITUI . CURAVIT. 

InTBRIORIS . TbMPLI . HOSPITIUM. 

JOHANNB . GURNBT • ArMIGBRO. 

Thbsaurario. 
mdcccxxvii. 
The Inner Temple Hall was founded in Edward 
the Third's reign ^ and some old stone arches in the 
adjoining offices, westward^ may probably be of that 
period, but the Hall itself was rebuilt after the fire 
in 1678 : the present entrance was new built in 1816. 
This apartment^ which is at present far too small for 
the accommodation of the increased number of mem- 
bers, has a high roof supported by pointed airches of 
timber : numerous small shields of arms surround it of 
the successive treasurers (or readers) of this Society j 
and at the west end, in the wall behind the screen, 
within elevated niches, are three full-sized statues, the 
middle one, apparently, of a knight Templar, and the 
others Sovereigns. Here are large whole length 
portraits of the Judges Littleton and Coke, King 
William and Queen Mary, and Queen Anne. In the 
Parlianient'chainber are portraits of Phillip Neve, 
Esq. ob. 1 706 : Sir Thos. Twisden, Knt., and Bart., 
Justice of the King's Bench in 1660, a small whole 
length sitting : Sir Martin Wright, Knt. also a Judge 
in the same court, 1740 : Sir Simon Harcourt, Lord 
Chancellor in 1713 : George the Second, and Queen 
Caroline. In an adjoining room are half lengths of 

ch. Earl of Nottingham, Lord Chancellor in 16755 
Richard West, Eac\., vjXvo Xi^caxckfc \jKi\^ CLan- 

or of Ireland m \7'i5. 
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The Library t which froots tha gardens, was rebuilt 
ia 1819. It is very neatly fitted up, and surrounded 
by a gallery. Over the entrance is a small head of 
the learned William Pettyt> its fuunder. The collec- 
tion of books aod nfiauu scripts ia valuable, and consists 
of upwards of 12,000 volumes j and helog still in a 
state of progressive increase, an additional apart- 
ment will be allotted to receive them, in the new 
range of stfine- fronted baildings, now in progress 
along the Terrace, eastward i all the old buildings 
between the Jatter and Tanfield Court having been 
recently pulled down."* It is contemplated, as the 
leases fall in, and the chambers revert to the Society, 
to render the rebuilding and improvements general. 

The Mlddk Tempie Huli Is a noble edihce of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, hut from some recent repairs has a 
more modern air than would he expected from its 
age. It was begun in the year 1562, and finished in 
i572, *' Mr* E(!mund Plowden" as Dugdale informs 
us, ** being constituted Treasurer for that work/' In 
ihe east window is the date 1570, Tliis structure, 
which is principally of brit k, is elevated upon strong 
vaulted arches, strengthened by bnttresses with stone 
groins* and embattled. The interior has a striking 
eflect, as well from its immense oaken roof (which is 
one of the most scientihcally-constructed of its kind 
in England, ) as from its great extent, ornamented 
windows, and very elaborately -carved Screen and 

• The Sun^dial, with ita curious admonitory mottOj " Bfi^ 
gam about ^aur Businesfi* had beea ptftvlouiA^ <i\i\AVss\^\^^, 

I 




r 




tk gallery, Dugdiile^ under the date of die I'tfe 

Qge^p Elizabeth, auno 1573, says **tbe aew 

sKreeu la the Hall wm ruade : towards which every 

l^f .ister of the Beech u as assessed at 20s. ; every 

Master of the Ulter-Bar» Officer, and com moo At- J 

oroey at 1 Os., and each person else of the Society at ■ 

In respect to size and Baridaess of decoration thii 
Screen is probably unique. It is partly of the Twacaa 
ud partly of the loeie order; consii^iingj Jongi- 
tudiuullyj of five divisions, two of which contain 
arched entrances from a wide pas?sage at the east eod. 
|fii the npnght, it consists of two divisionSj crownd 
"by an entablature. Caryatidesj male and femaie i j 
grotesqae f^geres^ and small statnes in eDridied nicbe^it!^ 
ivith carvings of fruit, flowers, pierced arches/and 
pannel-work, are all combiDed in this carioos example 
of ancient art. 

Near the middle of this apartment, under the lan- 
tern of the roof, (which, as in all our ancient halls, was 
devised to give issue to the smoke,) is a large stone 
hearth, witli a circular iron grate for the consumption 
of charcoal 3 and at the upper end is the benOher's 
lUnmg table : this is constructed of oak, and is three 
feet wide, and thirty feet in length ; the top consists 
of four planks only, (most probably from one and the 
same tree) there being uo joint in its longitudinal 
direction. 

* Origines Juridiciales," p. 188. This wholly refutes the 
ridiculous tale of the Screen having beev formed of the spoilt 
of the Spanish ALimada, delQaXed\Tk\^%^ 




WUhin the pan neb of the wainscottiop^ (which has 
an enriched Tuscan cornice, anti reaches as higE as 
the ba36 of the windows)^ are nnmBrous shields em- 
blazoned with the arms of the successive trensiirers of 
this Society, Tlie windows, alsoj are amply embel- 
lished V7ith shields of arms, in stained and painted 
glass, of its most eminent members, as well as of 
many illustrious characters of Queen ElizabetVs 
reign : iu the fine bay window towards the south, the 
armorial and otlicr enrichments are of superior excel- 
lence. Several large pictures of different sovereigns are 
suspended against the west wall, and particularly one 
(the central piece) of Charier i/ie Flrsi^ on horseback, 
passing through an arch, attended by an equerry. 
Mods, de St. Antoine, who is carrying his helmet. 
This fine painting mavj probably, be regarded as a du- 
plicate by the artist himself, of the similar picture at 
Kensington^ by Vandyke, which has been engraved by 
Lombart, The other portraits are of Charles the 
Second, James the Second, William the Third, Qneen 
Anne, and George the Second. A curious old pamt- 
in^P on pannel, of the Judgment of Solomon, is like- 
wise preserved here. 

Adjoining to the hall, in Garden Courts is the new Li* 
brary of this Society, which was built by Mr. Hake well, 
architect, between the years 1 822 and 1 824 ] and is a 
small neat edifice of brick. This Library was foundad 
under a bequest frcm Robert Ashley, Esq. in 1641- 

The Fountain still continues to animate the small 
b&son into which it plays, at the west end of the Hall 
Court; the court itself has bften ix^vj ^-^^^ % 



296 LOMBINIANA. 

otherwise improved within the last three or four 
years. On the south, a flight of steps leads to the 
Garden court ; in which garden is a short avoDne of 
fine lime tre^s. The Inner Thmple Garden occopies 
an extensive area between the terrace and the riYer 
Thames^ along the bank of which there is an ex- 
tremely pleasant promenade.* 

* Shakspeare, in a beaatifal scene in the first part of 
King Henry VI. (act ii. s. iv.) has immortalized the Temple 
Garden as the place where the badges of the red and white 
roses, those baleful cognizances of the Houses of York and 
Lancaster, had their origin, and *' nnd^r which the rival 
partizans of each line arranged themselves in the foial quar- 
rel that caused such torrents of blood to flow." The Earls 
of Somerset, Suflfolk, and Warwick ; Richard Plantageneti 
nephew and heir of Edmund Mortimer, with Vernon and 
another lawyer, are the characters instroduced. Suffolk 
says 

** Within the Temple Hall we were too loud ; 
The garden here is more convenient."— 
Plantagenet plucks a white rose and Somerset a red one : 
this example is followed by their respective friends, and 
after a threatening altercation, Warwick, speaking to Plan- 
tagenet, says 

" In signal of my love to thee. 

Will 1 upon thy party wear this rose : 
And here I prophecy, — ^This brawl to day. 
Grown to this faction in the Temple Garden, 
Shall send, between the red rose and the white, 
A thousand souls to death and deadly night. 
Whether Shakspeare had any historical grounds for giving 
this locality to the quarrel has not been discovered; but that 
he had traditionary authority appears evident, as in the same 




From a passage in ''^ Hudidra/^ (as well as from 
other poem 3 of the 1 7th century) it appears that the 
Temple was formerly as uotorlous for its marts of 
common-bail and affidavit-men, as the purlieus of 
Serjeant's Inn arc at the present day j and even that 
the Church itself was not free from this species of 
profanation. When Hndibras consults the lawyer 
upon the means of obtainin^j the widow, he is advised, 
among other modes of entrapping her^ to 

" Retain all sorts of witneeaes 

That ply i' th' Temples t under trees ; 

Or walk the r&und with kiughts o" th' posts t 

Among- the crosa-Ieg^ged knig^hta, their hosts ; 

Or wait for customers, between 

Tlje pillar-rows in Lincohi's Inn r^ 

Where Vouchers, Fortfcrs, Couimon-bail, 

And Affidavit-meni ne'er fail 

T' expose to sale all sorts of oaths. 

According- to their ears and cloaths. 

Their on}y necessart/ tools 

Besides the Gospel, and their Sonls/' 

Dagdale says> " Item, they (the lawyers) have no 
place to walk in, and talk and confer their learnings, 
hat the Church ; which place all the term*times hath 
IB it no more quietness than the Pervise of Pan lea. 



play, and following^ scene, the flrat keeper, in reply to the 

(lying Mortimer, say a 

''Richard Planla^net, ray Lordj will come : 
We «ent unto ihe Temple, to It is chamber ; 
And answer was returned tJiat lie will cocne/' 




300 LoruiNi^ofA. 

by oa^asiao of the conflneiice* acd coocourBc of such 

I ire suitors m ibe law." 

The entrance from Fleet-street to the Inner Tern- ■ 
pie, is by a heavy sculptured archway, erected in I 
]6[ 1^ at the expense of John Benet, Esq» the Kiogi 
Serjeant* AboYe il and adjoinlngj is a large hoaite of 
the same period^ as appears by its fa9adej which it 
onsamented with pilasters, scroll -work, &at ^^<^H 
which is a plame of feathers in compliEneiit to Heor^, 
Prinee of Wales^ who was then held in high favoar by 
the natioQ. The Middle Temple Gatewm constract«i 
by Sir Christopher Wren, at the expense of the 
Society, between the years 1684 and 1688, It hm a 
handsome frontispiece of brick- work^ enriched with _ 
itone pilasters of the Ionic Order, supporting an ■ 
entablatnre and pediment^ within whieb^ in a roond, 
are the words, Surrextt impejis, Soc, M, Templi, 

MDCLXXXIY. 

RIYER THAMES.—- THB FOLLY. 

In the reign of Charles II. there was a floating 
House of Entertainment on the River Thames, be- 
tween London and Westminster, called the Folly; 
which was interiorly divided into sundry apartments, 
and had chimney turrets and a balustraded platform 
at the top. This had originally been devised as a 
Musical Summer-House, and it was resorted to by 
persons of quality both for refreshment and pleasure. 
" Queen Mary, with some of her courtiers, had once 

• *• Origin es Juridicialefl,*' p. 195. 
t Mrs, Salmon's Frax-«)orliNw*l«tt»KAi «i2c£&xv\ft^\&^S!fi.vk 
Jioase. 



LONDINIANA. 

tlie curiosity to visit it ; but it sunk into a receptacle 
for compankg of loose and disorderly people, for the 
purposes of drinking aiid promiscaoas dancing j till* 
at Jeogth, becoming scandalous, the buildijig was 
suffered to decay, and the materijils becaine firewood.** 
According to the facet ioos Tom Brown, who notices 
it as a whimsical piece of architecture, its character 
was at all times equivocal 3 and in the end degenera- 
ted into *'a confysed scene of folly, madness, and 
debauchery.*' — " Tlie Ladies of the town/* he says, 
"overstocked the place with snch an inundation of 
harlotry, that dash'd the female Quality out of 
couoteaance, and made them seek more retired Con- 
veniency,'* by which means, *' the Mercenaries entire- 
ly possessed themselves of this moveable mansion."* 
fn the view of Somerset House, from the river, given 
in the present volume^ the Folly is represented as at 
anchor opposite to the gardens of that building, 

LAMBETH FALACB. 

The manor of North Lambetht which, in the Saxon 
timeSj was aa ancient demesne of the crown, waa 
granted to the Sec of Rochester by the Countess 
Godat (sister of King Edward the Confessor) and 

♦ VideBiowo's *^ Works, Serioua a wd Comical," voL iii* 
p, 397. We dare nol follow him in hia visit to ihe mterior. 

t From a list of benefactions to tbe Cathedral ot Rocheg- 
ler, printed ia Thorpe &** Registrum Roff erne /^ p* 11^; we 
cannot doubt hut thai the above Lady bad a maniion here, 
as the record prirlicul arizes some ornaments bplonEjing to 
the Countess which had beea f(»uiid at Lambeth by Ualph, 
the hrst keeper (cisstos) of the monot tUeie, aud li^j 'a^Wk t\i^» 
ft-yed to Rochester* 





Etiitacej Earl of BDnlogne^ ber aecond husband, bat 
the patrQttag€ of the church was wifchbeld. Wblbt 
}t belonged to that See, it was occupied as a graDgi 
or farm, and a fimall Cbapel was built for the use of 
the resident monka. 

After a temporary diapoisession in the early yean 
of the Nor man Dyunsty, tliig manor, which had been 
attached to St. Mary's, or Lambeth, Church, was given 
back to the See of Rochester, by William the Cod- 
qaerort together with the Church itself | and the 
charter of that monarch waa couftrmed by his snoctfo- 
sor Willifltn Rnfus,* 

In the year U 89, Gilbert de Glanville, Bishop of 
Rochester^ (at the instance of Richard Cmur de Lidd), 
exchanged hh Court fmriaj at Lambeth, oo the 
Thames, together with twenty-four acres, and one 
perch of his demesne without the court, with Baldwin, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, for other lands, &c. in 
the Isle of Grain. Baldwin had commenced a College 
for secular Canons, at Hackington, near Canterbury, 
bnt the jealousy of the Monks of Canterbury, and 
tbdt influence with Pope Urban III., counteracted 
his designs, and he was obliged to demolish the build- 
ings which he had raised. He then negotiated the 
above exchange, for the purpose of establishing his 
intended foundation at Lambeth, and having tran- 
sported by water, the materials which he had prepared, 
immediately began a Collegiate church on this estate -, 



* Copies of both granta have been given in Thorpc'i 
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bot dying before its completion. Pope Celestine, the 
successor of Urban, took advantage of the vacancy tn 
the See to order the Bishop of Bath, with the Abbots 
of Reading and Waltham, " to see that it was forth* 
with pnlled down ;** and it was accordingly de- 
molished, according to Gervase " by the mob/* the 
feelings of the populace having been strongly e&cited 
by the disputes respecting this foundation . 

Archbishop Hubert Walter, the next- successor, 
except one, to Baldwin, with a view of still carrying 
the intentions of the latter into effect» procured in the 
year 1 1 97» a grant of the entire manor of Lambeth 
from Bishop Glanville, in exchange for that of Darent, 
in Kent, and other premises ; but Glanville reserved 
a plot of ground of about nineteen perches in length, 
and from ten to eleven perches in breadth, to the east 
of the manor-place, ''with the buildings situate there- 
on/'* as the site of an intended mansion for the 
Bishops of his See, whenever they came to attend 
Parliament. He also covenanted, that five marks of 
silver should be paid for ever to his successors, in 
half yearly payments, in Lambeth Church, as a com- 
pensation for the lodging, fire- wood, forage, and other 
advantages, which the Bishops of Rochester had been 
accustomed to have in this manor whenever they 
visited London : that pension is still paid.f 



• Vide Nichols's" History, &c. of Lambeth Parish." p. S : 
see, also, the article Carlisle House, in the preceding volume 
of this work, 

t LyaoDa's *' Environs of London," yo\A, ^. 'ia^. 
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When tbe exchange was complete, the Archbishop 
proceeded with his proposed fonndation at Ijambeth, 
bnt the Monks of Ganterbary renewed their op- 
position^ and prosecuted it so strennonsly that tbe 
whole kingdom was shook by the contention. He 
ferment was general ; the King, Nobility^ Clergy, 
and People, became all parties in the contest $ and, 
at length, after repeated appeals to the Papal Courts, 
it was determined by arbitration in October, 1199, 
that the chapel already built should be destroyed ; 
and such humiliating restrictions were laid upon 
Hubert, in the event of his proceeding with the canon- 
ry, that he relinquished the design altogether.'" 

After the alienation of this manor to the See of 
Canterbury, Lambeth became tbe fixed dwelling-place 
of tbe Archbishops, as may be traced by a regular 
series of their acts from that period down to the 
present time. That they had likewise, an occasional 
residence here, if not a regular Inn, for nearly a cen- 
tury previous, may be deduced from various passages 



* A detailed account of this controversy has been given 
by Nichols, in his '* History," before quoted. There is also, 
a very comphite account of the entire proceedings among 
the MSS. in the Ilarleian Library, No. 788; transcribed into 
three parts; the first containing all the papal bulls, letters, and 
rescripts ; the second, the origin of the controversy under 
Archbishop Baldwin; the third, the revival of it by Arch- 
bishop Hubert, and the final demolition of the Chapel. An 
Epitome of this MS. is inserted in Nichols's Appendix, 
No. XX. Gervase of Canterbury has likewise given a par- 
ticular relation of Vh\s dVa^Mle. 



in OUT annaU which refer either to consecrations or 
to councils at I^mbeth.^ 

It is not improbahle bot that the Saxon mansiou of 
tlie Countess God a, was that in which the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury were sometimes lodged, pre- 
viously to their obtaining possession of the manor 
itself; and there is reason to suppose that the at- 
tached Chapel which contained the ornaments con- 
veyed to Rochester by Ralph, ita steward or keeper, 
as mentioned above^t was that iq which the episcopal 
consecrations were occasionally solemnized in the 
dev^enth and twelfth centuries. 

The present Palace, wUicli is a very large and 
irregdar pile, exhibiting the architecture of different 
periodsj is snpposed to have origioated with Arch- 
bishop Boniface, who in the year 1262t obtaiDed a 
bnll from Pope Urban the IVth,, empowering him to 
dispose of a fonrth part of the offerings made at Beclset^s 
tomb to pious uses ; and, alsOj to rebnild bis old 
houses in a fit place at Lam beth^ or make new ones^ 
as his judgment might direct J There is not, bow* 



* Vide Bray ley and Oerbpft's *^ IJiatorical and Deicriplive 
Account of Lambetb Palace/* pp. 6—6] and Lysonas '* En- 
▼irona/' vol. i. p. 268. 

t Tbe ornoiinents arc ill us described iit Tborpe'a " Hegk' 
iTMim Rofftrtie.^'^^^ Fereirum [a pii] partim de auroi parLini 
<ite argeDLo ; testus evaDgcltoiuni aigcQlo ct lapidibus pre^ 
uosis ornBloaj scampna ferroa pHcantia ct argenlata ; ci 
pallia quatuor j et bacoloa cantoriales; et cruces argeoleas 
ci cahdelabEa de ciipro dcauiata/' 

1 This bull fiai been given m \\W\L\\ift"i ^*'^^\ifc^\^V 

Vol,, in, X 
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mt of hts structure, supposed to be statii- 

,a it be tlie Cliapel aod its Crypt, wliich are 

mij either of hb age or of a iomewliat anterior 

I'hatever roigljt have been effected bj- Botiifaee,ifc 

itiqueitboable, tbat thia Piilace was gradually 

irged and improved until it bad become an exten- 

^ l>vk% as 10 ay be evioci am the mmpteius baUi- 

mm, or steward's aceouL, if the J 5th of Edward 

(anno 132 l)i wherein thu >liowirig buiJdiogs, &c 

uieationed j vi^. " Tb^ it chape], altuoury^ mv 

d^s clmmber^ chamber le bait, two wardroW^ 

it gite of entrance, ^^ iry room, tbe wharf. 

Tear the postern, waiiiat super Tanmmm^^ and 

r plices. Between the year 1424 and 1435, coa- 

Siderable sunis were .esi)ended here by Ardi bishop 

Chichely^ and tlie iHuldings were much increased^ 

particularly by a great hall, and various, offices. The 

stables are supposed to have been erected by Arch* 

¥o]. i. p. 759, from the Cottonian MSS. Tb^ passage relation 
to Lambelh begins thus.— «'< Concedimus quoque tibi ut 
antiqua sediflcia tua in loco congruo apud Lamheiam res- 
dificandi, vel nova conslruendt/' &c. 

* The Rev. Mr. Denne, in his '^ Additions" to Dr. Duca- 
rers '^History/' &c. of this Palace, was of opinion that 
Archbishop Boniface never availed himself of the Pope's 
permission to rebuild his mansion here ; and the fact cannot 
be decidedly ascertained, as all the jewels, plate, money, and 
register books, belonging to this See, were carried off by Arch 
bishop Kil wardby,who succeeded Boniface,when he was made 
a Cardinal and Bishop of Portua. Vide pucaiel's ••History,'! 
). 11, 12; froml\ie^esvaN»xolM05x>a\*\»^V»^^^ 
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bieliop Staffordj wlio succeeded Chlchely in 1443; 
and the present magoificent gateway was built by 
Cardinal Archbishop Morton, about the year I49U. 
The large apartmeiitj called the steward's parlonr, is 
thought to have been raised by Arclibisbop Cranroer, 
in Henry the Vlllth's reiga j and the long gallery, 
with t!ie adjoining range of brick building, was 
erected duriug the short primacy of Cardinal Pole, 
\n Qaeen Mary's reign. The Library was founded 
by Archbishop Bancroft in 1610. During ibe inter- 
regnum, the great hall was pulled down, and the 
materials sold 5 but after the Restoration, it was 
munificently rebuilt by Archbishop Jnxon^ at an 
expense of IQ^SOOL : other improvements and ad- 
ditions were made by succeeding prelates^ among 
which is a spacious and elegant witb-d rawing room, 
erected by Archbishop Corn wallis, about 1769* 

In the year 1 648, Lambeth House* as this palace 
was anciently called* was sold (together with the 
manor), by order of the Parliament, for the sum of 
7073I. Os, 8d, Tbe purchasers were Thomas Scot, 



* Lambelh House, and the Manor of Lambelftt spera to 
have been ibe usual names by which the arcbbishops distin- 
^ifhed ihia residence (and not by llie modern title oCpatnce)^ 
of which many cxamjiles are given in their letters. Palace 
appeora to have been a term appropriated to the mansion of 
the Bishop, in the dly fMat gave vume ia tha See. This dis- 
tinction is plainly marked by donner, Bishop of London, and 
by the estjcutora of Archbishop Grindal, in tbe rensonai 
offered why Ihey ought not to pay the heavy dilupidationa 
demanded by Archbishop Whit^ift.— Denne'ii " Addtviva^*** 
to DucareVs *' U'moTy of Lambelli VsAac^iJ' 
X 2 
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who was Secrrtuy «f Btnte to the Protector * an 
Matthew Htrdy» «r Hardyoge. Whiht m th 
oooipatioii, the gpBit hail was destroyed, the clisp 
deaacndadj and t w oad jnto a danciDg-room^ mud ma 
olhardU^MdatMa-MMimitted^ which reDdered ext 
Uftt rqparatioiia Btoessary after the restoratiaa 
thii dameaae to the arthiepiscopal See, la 1 660. 

In mnreying tha di^'erent parts of this extunsif! 
pile» their eeoaectioii will be beat understood b^ i4 
aeribiog them agreeuMy to local SLtuatioii, and la tl 
foUowiBg order« viz. (Gate House j Great Hallj 
bnury ; Guard Chanibor i Dkbg-Eoom ; old aod m 
Prawiog-Rooais } Loog Gallery; Veitry^ Chapel J 
Grypti FbiiBooii i I^oUard's Tower aud Prison. 

The OaiB'hemse. Tht " great gate*' is euouaeraie 
among the baildings of the palace la the stewaiHfs 
accounts of the )5th of £dward 11., but thatentfanfli 
having become rumous. Cardinal Morton erected the 
present structore in its stead, about the year 1490, at 
before stated. 

This, perliaps, is the most magnificent fabric af 
the kind now remaining, not however for its partial 
elegance, but for its vast size and height. It con- 
sists of two immense square towers, with a spacious 
gateway and postern in the centre : the whole is 
embattled and built of a fine red brick, with atone 
dressings. Thq arch of the gateway is pointed, and 
the roof hnely groined. Above the gateway is a 



* In 1660, Scot was executed at Charing Cross^ for baWBg 
fat in judgment on CV.ai\e& \.\i^¥\i«.\. 
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Jyrge room, called the " Record Room," wherein the 
archives of the See of Canterbury are now deposited, 
The towers are aseeiided by spiral stone staircaseSj 
which lead to the apartments on the different stories, 
DOW prlQcipally occopied as store or lumber rooms. 
The exterior roof of this building ib quite flat, and, 
being leaded, serves for viewing the very extensive 
prospect beneath, which on afiae day is scarcely to be 
equalled by any near London ; the whole of the 
pilace and grounds in particQlar are seen from thence 
to the greateet advantage,* 

* At ihia gate the dole, imineinorially given to the poor 
by the Archbishops of Canterbury, is consiantly dielributed. 
The word tfofe slgmfJes a nhare^ and is itill oGcaaionatly used 
in modem language. In formGi times it was iinderstooci of 
the reUef given to the indigent at the gates of great men. 
Stow, In his eiamplea of housckeepingj laments llie decline 
of this laudable custom id hia day, which before had been 
»o general, that alms'disheii (into which certain portions of 
meat for the needy were carved) were to be seen at every 
nobleman and prelate's table; and the quantities of pro- 
vision Ihtia given away were prodigious. 

The Archbishops of Canterbury, aa first in place and 
dignity^ appear to have exercised this ancient virtue of hos- 
pitality in a supereminent degree. In Archbishop Parker's 
regulations for the officers of hia householdi it wna ordered 
that there should be no purloining of meat left upon the 
tables; •' but that it be putt into the alniei tubb, and the 
tubb to be kepte sweete and cleane before it be used from 
time to time/' 

The dole dow given at Lambeih gate consists of fifteen 
quartern loaves, nine stone of beef, and Ave sh ill in gs worth 
of halfpeoce. These ore divided \vi\Xi \\vi^^ to^^tiw 



AdJDiiimg the porter's lodge is a small room, sgp- 
paaed id baire been used ancicDtly as a secondary prison 
for coiifiuing the overflowinga of tbe Lollards* tower, 

fThis room con twins three siroag irou rings* fastened 
to the wall^ which have ey ideally remained there from 
Its first erection^ It is guarded by a double door : 
^'tlm windows are high and narrow, and the fFaUsliueci 
'<ivifh etone, and of a prddi 

On tbe nncient brick ^va^ 
^j^this buildingp and which 
Ahe Thames side, are sei 
fitnoog them may be d irnt 
jjpf different forms, i [leatl; 

On the right of luc lirst, ui principal isaiirt-yardj 
Is the Greai If ail; which was rebuilt precisely oti 
the site of the ancient hall, by i\rch bishop Juiod, 
who ordered it to be made to resemble the former 
edifice as nearly as possible. Though intended, 
however, as an imitation of the Gothic style, both its 
Architecture and ornaments are of a mixed kind^ 

The walls are chiefly built with fine red bridc/aod 
are supported by stone buttresses edged and o^ped 
with stone^ which terminate in large balls or orbs. 
The outer roof is slated^ and in the centre rises ft 



thickness. 

ming from the left of 
ds the court -yards oa 
rices in glazed bricks: 
three or four crossei 
orked. H 



and distributed every Sunday, To esday, and Thursday, amoog 
thirty poor parishioners of Lambeth. The beef is ^lad^ 
into broth thickened with oatmeal^ divided into ten equal 
shares, and is distributed with half of one of the loaves, a 
pitcher of tbe broth, and twopence, to as many poor peisoniy 
who are thus weekly relieved b^ lotaxvow. 




K>fty and elegaut lanterii*light, sunnouoted by tbe 
arms of the See of Canterbury impaling Juxon, and 
crested by the arcbiepiscopid raitre. 

The interior ia in length 93 feet, in breadth 3S 
feet, and in height upwards of 50 feet : the depth of 
the great bay-window, which reaches from tiie floor 
to the spriuging of the roof, is seren feet four inches. 
The whoJe is pmfasely ornamented ; the Toof, which 
is constmcted with much labonfj in the style of our 
ancient halls, is entirely composed of oak, on many 
parts of which nre carved the arms of Jrncon, and of 
the See of Canterbury. 

At the upper end, above the Archbishop*s seat, 
the same arms are again seen in stained glass, in the 
large north windows they are likewise carved over the 
hall door, with the date mdclxmi. | and at the lower 
end IS a screen of the Ionic order, on the top of which 
is the fonnder*3 crest, viz. a negro's head, crowned. 
The whole ball is walnscotted to a considerable height, 
and the floor handsomely paved. Two of the great 
oak tables have upon them tlie date 1 664, and there- 
fore were made at the charge of Archbishop Slicldon: 
the lovvefit on the east^ide is a shovel-board table.* 

• *' The reaaon," naya Dr. Ducarelj the historian of thi? 
pataccy *' why audi large halls were bnilt in ihe seata and 
houses of ouranciciil HiobtUly and gentry was^ thai thc^rc 
mi^hl be room to exercise die generous hospital ily which 
prevailed among our ancestors, aad which waa^ withi>tit 
t|uea4ion^ duly enerciacd by most of ilie great pos^asors of 
this itiantion, though not particularly recorded | but most 
emioerilly by Archbishop Winchebeyj and tbe Archbishops 
Craaizter and Parker." 
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The four galleries orer the Cloisters (wbich fotm a 
small and very plain quadrangles erected^ prob^)ly> 
in James the First's reign, are occnpred by the ardu-^ 
episcopal Library ; which was foanded by Archhisliop 
Bancroft, as thus expressly mentioned in the will of hiA 
predecessor^ Abbot : 

" Lett all men present and to come know and undeN 
stand, that Richard Bancrofte, docti>r of dirinitie, first 
bishop of London, and afterwards promoted to the arch* 
bishopric of Canterbury, being for many years a grett 
gatherer together of bookes, did voluntarily and of his 
owne action (as in his lifetime he had oft foretold he 
would), by his last will and testament, give and bequeath 
unto his successors the archbishops of Canterbury for 
ever, a greate and famous library of bookes of divinity, 
and of many sorts of learning."* 

The condition upon which Archbishop Bancroft 
left this library to his successors was^ that it should 
on no account be alienated from the See : to prevent 
which, he directed that they should " yield to such 
assurances as should be devised by learned men*' for 
its preservation. In case of non-compliance with 



• Aubrey in his Perambulation of Surrey, states this 
Library to have been founded by Archbishop Sheldon : but 
Sheldon's own will is conclusive as to himself not being the 
original founder. '* Item, I give and bequeath to my suc- 
cessors Archbishops of Canterbury, for ever, the several 
bookes, or volumes, mentioned in the catalogue or schedule 
annexed, or hereafter to be annexed, to this my will, towards 
the ina'ease and improvement of the public lUrrary of the See 
of Cantei'burt/, now settled at Lambeth House," 




tbe abore coadition^ he bequeatlied it to Cbelsea 
College, Ihen to be erected^ or, \( thai should not be 
erected within six years after his decease, to the 
university of Cambridge. 

In 1 646, two years after the execution of Arch- 
biahop Laud, Lambeth Library was seized by the 
Parliameiit : the use of the books was, at first, granted 
to Dr- Wincocke ; but they were afterwards given 
to Siou College, and many began to be dispersed in 
private haods^ so tbatj fearing for their safety in 
times so inimical to learnings Mr, Selden suggested 
to the University of Carobridge its right to them, 
aod they were delivered, pursuaot to ao ordinance of 
Parliamcnl", dated February, 1647, ioto the posses- 
sion of that establishment. After the Restoration, 
Archbishop Juxon demanded the return of the library; 
which requisition was repeated by his sncccasor Shel- 
don, as founded ou the will of the pious donor 5 and 
tbe books were restored accordingly, 

The n timber of printed books deposited in the 
Lambeth library, is estimated at upwards of 25»000 
volofnes. They are, as might be expected, chiefly 
of a description suitable to the studies of the 
learned in heritors, and consist of scarce contro- 
versial divinity, commentaries of the early fathers, 
records of ecclesiastical affairs, and rare and curious 
editions of the Scriptiircis : this noble repository is^ 
however, by no means deficient in general literature j 
and the collection of English history and topography 
is not only exteasive but highly valuable. 
The books left by Archbishops Bancroft, Abbot 
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Itjatidi Sheldon, attd Tenlson, are distingmsbed by 
liheir respeclive arms* Those which bear the armi of 
I Whitgiit were undoubtedly purchased of Lis executors 
[fey Archbishop Baocroft* The worthy prelate Seeker 
j #Be B great benefectgr to thia libraryp Arclibiahop 
[ComwalJis added many valuable books to lliis coHec- 
Jtion ] and the late Archbishop More gave a consider- 
able som for fitting up a proper repository for tb«y 
manuscripts, H 

The Library contaios the following paintlpge ; an 
[•origiaal portrait of j4r€hbUhop Bancrojl, with the 
I date 1604* ^rchhwhop /far ham, a copy from the 
I portrait pamted by Holbein in the Jong galferj. 
Richard Fojt, Bishop of Wincbesten Z>r- Peter D% 
' Mfoulm, a learned divine, and Domestic Chaplain to 
Arch bi s hop J a son » Dr, fFUklns, f or m e rly librarian. 
An old south view of Canterbury Cathedral^ brought 
from Croyden Pakce. There is, also, an original 
impression of the large scarce plan of London, attri- 
buted to Rsdph Aggas. 

The windows contain a few specimens of stained 
glass deserving notice, which are said to have been 
collected from different parts of the house to adorn 
this apartment. They consist of the arms of the 
founder. Archbishop Bancroft ; those of Archbishop 
Laud ;• the arms of King Philip IL of Spain ; and 
the portraits of Archbishop Chichely, and St. Aiq^s^ 
tin ; the latter, of \;ourse, imaginary. The head of 
Chichely is perhaps singular^ in representing that 
prelate at an advanced period of life ; all the rest of 
his portraits (of which there ace several thought to 
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be origmal) concurring in giving him a very youth- 
ful appearance j yet the similiirity between them and 
the present portrait is sufficient to warrant a conjee- 
Inre that the latter is a genuine likeness. 

The Library of Manuscripts is situated over the 
west side of that containing the printed books, and 
is divided into two parta 5 the first of which contains 
the registers and archives of the See of Canterbnry, 
the iiecond the MSS. of a miscellaneou/i nature. 

The Re^isterft contain entrietj of acts respecting the 
temporalities of the archbishops; horaag^es; popes' 
buUs J letters to and from popes, carilinal?, kings, princes, 
and others; commissions and proxies] digpeitsationa ; 
appeals ; marriag-es : divorces ; regulations in religious 
houses ; enrolment and regiatration of wills and testa** 
ments ; processes ; sentences : and a multitude of other 
juditiial acts and instruments of various kinds passing' 
under the cognizance of the Archbishops throughout tlw 
whole province of Canterhtiry. This part of the library 
contains^ also, two large folio Y^Aumt^ q( pupal hulh^ 
ranged alphabetically according to the names of the 
popes, viz. from Pope Alexander IH. A. D. H55i to 
Clement VII. A, D. \^^V. Ancient charters and in* 
itrumenta relative to the estates of the See of Canter- 
bury, &c» mostly of the reign of Henry VIII* bound up 
in thirteen folio volnmea. Augmentations of tivings, 
&c. from 1047 to 1658, in fifty-eight volumes. Notitia 
ParochiaitMt or returns of the state and condition of 
churches in different parts of England, in six volumes ; 
and the Parliamentartf SayveijSt of bishops, deans, and 
chapters, made during the time of the Commonwealth* 
with a view to their sale, and which at the Restoration 
were, by the interrention of governinenti fortunately ^ra- 



rvid ta the Qse of the pTihlic These are botmd up ifl 

twenty^one larf e falio Toltiineit ; and though not the 

twifinal papers signed hf the survcjora, but transcripti 

made at the time, are now admitted to be pn>dacedb 

irtvidepcc in the courts of juatice as orig-inal r&cords.* 

• The«e R^i^iiters occupj rortj-oae very large folio 
Tolamea. Ataong the MSS. of a miicellaneoua Daturef aod 
which are about trtelFe or thirteeD hundred in nomber, the foJ- 
lowlnf ar» parUcularly curious i — ^1, **Th« notable wise iay- 
iop of Philosopberij^^ translated on i of French and En^lbb^ 
by AoihoQ^f Wood? ille, Earl Rirers ; j^tiished I>ei:embeT 24, 
amu> 16 Edwafd iV. This beautiful MS. ia wfUteninai 
fakj regular, aad erea a Bomai^ hand, «« If il vreje printed ; 
and has hefore it a Tery Ane IHamination of Elarl Biferij 
peteDting Caxton, the printer, to King Edward IV. in pie- 
■eoc^ of hii Queen, the Duke of York^ and many otheri of \ 
the nobility, and likewise of bis infatit aon^ urtemarda Ed- 
ward y« The coloars are beautifally Tivid^ and the draw- 
fog of comiderable merit for the age. 

8. A very beautifal Salisbury Missal on Tellum, in folio, 
•opposed to have belonged to Archbishop Chichely, by bis 
tinns, finely emblazoned^ beiag inserted in two places. 

3. The Chronicle of St. Albaos^ on vellum folio^ finely 
illamiiiated,temp. Hen. VI. 

. 4. A very beautiful folio MS. on vellum^ supposed to be of 
^he thirteenth century, representing the Apocalypse of 81. 
John, with a short Latin exposition, in seventy*eight match* 
Ism Illuminations, whose colours are in very fine preservation^^ 
-and the gold uncommonly brilliant. To this is added another 
singular curiosity, containing several figures of Our Saviour, 
the Virgin Mary, some Saints, two ancient Archbishoj^ of 
Cimterbury,the death of William Rufus,and other subjects 
Very curiously drawn, and in excellent preservation. 

5. A curious Saxon manuscript of the eighth eemiRy, 
^tKmt&ining a fine drawing o( &.V^c\mYfiL\MA^tAifiGal ebaif, 
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The Guard Chamber^ which runs parallel with the 
west side of the Library^ is a large state-room, 56 
feet loog, by 27k feet wide, obtained that name from 
having formerly contained the armour aad arms ap-' 

and a latfiy abbe&a presenliQg to liiDi eight of her qudb, mho 
seem lo be making their vowa of chastity* 

6. Arclibishop Cranmer's houaebold hook. 

Here, likewise, ia a moat nDCommoD book on vellum, in 
quarto, without ilate, prioted at Paris, with very ancienC 
Gothic lypeni contaioLng tbirty-flve tteautirul lUuminatioTiaj 
repreaeDtlng '' tbe D«iuDce of Machnbee" (commonlj called 
Deatb'a daoce,) wiih French explanatory verses. Tlua ii 
supposed to liave been printed from a French MS. trans- 
lated by Lydgate, (the monk of Bory, who fli>uTi»hed in lljt 
time of Henry VI.) and noticed by Dngdale in bis History of 
St, FatdW 

A coro|jlete copy of Archbishop Parker's Antiqaitiea, 
printed by Daye, in 1572 (and of which only two complete 
onei are known to he extant) is, also* preserved here. It 
contains the very uncommon portrait by Berg (or llogen- 
bur^b,) of tlk^ Archbishopi taken ju£it before bis death ; and 
has likewise a grt*at number of n^anu script additions, and 
cufioos original noticea, wbicb were written by thv Arcb- 
biflbop's son. 

As matter of curiosity merely, tt may be mentioned Ibai 
there is still remaiaing in tbi» Library, the habit of a priest, 
consisting of a stole, manople, chasople, cord, two bands 
marked with the letter P, and the corpora^ together with a 
crucillx of base metal, with a string of beads, and a box of 
relics, sealed, with thia inscription . 

' * 'in capsida aittit contenttB reiiquiw sandorum Barthotomai 
aposluU *., par* crum S. Maith^ .... sacrum vranmm^ ei 
etiam pan ci'amf, St a* AppolloniiE virgf. Sf mart .#»..S, 

EiortB virg, H Storuvi, Frandxei Am9 nnv rtwita 

^ approbaia ^ *«i.*' 
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propHatecl to the defence of the palace. Tbis cbam* 
t»er li expressly meotiooed id llie stewafd*^ acconot 
of ibe 3d of Hcary the Vlih, under the name ot 
mmcra armigeroruitu. TbU apartment is chiefiy n- 
markabte for its venerable tioiber roof, coDsistiDg of 
iCroDg frajne-work with point ad arcbetij and pierced 
Apiaudrekj in the aQckut ^tyle* 

Over tUe guard- ciiamber door is the date 1 68 1, 
wliicb shews that there was something done to it ia 
Archbishop Saacroft's time. Here ts a Jine full-length 
portrait of Henty^ Prince of Wales ^ son of James the 
First. 

Tlie Presence Chamber, which was so called ia 
Imitation of the like apartments in rojal palaces^ 
ifi thus mentioned in the will of Archbishop Parker, 
*'/» cubiculo illo quod f/nmatri regu vocani presentia.** 
This room was formerly hong with tapestry, which 
being decayed^ was removed by Archbishop Herring, 
who had the room handsomely wainscotted. It is^ at 
present^ remarkable only for the stained glass in the 
windows, two of which contain figures of St. Jerome 
and St. Gregory : in the thirds or middle window, 
is a sun-diah, and also a view of the Theatre at Ox- 
ford, with this inscription : " Gibertus Sheldon, 
archiep* Cantuariensis^ cancellar* univers' fecit. A. D. 

CIODCLXIII.'' 

In the Great Difdng^Room, which measures 38 feet 
3 inches by 19 feet 6 inches, is a series of Portraits of 
all the Archbishops of Canterbury, from Laud to 
Corn wallis, in the following order : 1 . Laud, 1 633, 
a remarkably fine picture, b^ Vaxid^kftx 2* Jujean, 
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1 §G0, from a good original at Longleat. 3. Sheldon, 
1663. A. Sancrojl, 1677* 5. Tiliotson, 1691. 6. 
Tenuofi, ]694, by Simon Dubois. T. ff^ake, 1715. 
8, Po/^er, 1736. 9. Herr'mg, 1747, by Hogarth: a 
singular and curious spedixien of that master s talent 
in the line of portrait-pamtiog. 10* Hutton^ 1757, 
by Hudson* tU Seeker^ 1758, by Reynolds. 12, 
Comwalihj [ 76Sj by Da ace. In these portraits, Mr* 
Lysons reamrks^ "we may observe the gradual change 
it] the clerical dress* in the articles of bands and 
wigs : large ruffs anciently sopplied the place of the 
roriner. Archbishop Ti Hot son was the first who 
wore a wig, which resembled his natural hair, and 
was worn with oat powder,"* 

The next room in this Btiite of apartments, 
called the Old Drawmg*Room, was formerly diatm- 
giiisbed by the name of h velvet'Toom^ from being 
hung with purple and red velvet; but neither its 
decorations nor foruitare are at preseut any way re- 
markable. The new Drawing room^ erected by Arch- 
bishop CortiwaJliSj is a very noble and well-propor- 
tioned apartment, measnriiig 33 feet by 22 feet. 

The erection of the loug Gallery is ascribed to 
cardinal Pole, and most probably with troth, as the 
style ol architecture is evidently of his period.^ 



• Vide ** Environs of London," vol. i. p. 26 1. 

t Dr. DucEirel supposes the Cardinal lo be ihe founder of 
the whole pile of brick building fronLing the west, between 
Ihe Lollards^ Tower and the Great Court, for ilia mollo was 
** E&iute priuUnles sicut ser/^nlcs Sf imuwenies sicut ojlujitba ;" 
which mtjlto, with repreaeatationa of ti t^et^tJki ^twi a.<ittH 
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This nobl^ room runs parallel with tlie eattera end 
of tlie chapel, termii^ating the range of apartuienti 
ou the soath side of the jialace, and claima particular 
notice for the titie coUectioD of portrjilu of primates 
ind prelates with which it i§ decora ted 5 among the 
prbcipal of which we may rank that of Curdmd 
F^ie : this is the first that attracts notice on entf r- 
iDg the gallery' 5 and though laid to be only a copy 
from that in the Bnrburim palace^ has all the spiht 
and beauty of the finest originaj. It is the size d 
Wte, and represents him seated in the splendid habit 
of hh order, the scarlet of which is peculiarly bright 
and glowing^ 

Among the other portraitSj the following are the 
most carious* Archbishop Arundel, (temp, Hea. 
1 V.^) a copy from a very valuable and iink|ae portrait 
of that prelate preserved In the Penfihuf st eoUeGtioD* 
among the pictures of the constables of dueenborough 
Castle^ of which the archbishop was^ k seems^ one. 
This portrait is highly valuable^ as It ts ihe only aa- 
thovity for the likeness of this prelate known to be 10 
existence 5 if we except an ilium ination in the Biitish 
Museum^ of which^ in the wretched way It has 
been copied and engraved in Strntt*8 Regal and Eode- 
stastical Antiquities^ no idea whatever can be formtrd. 

Archbishop JVarham^ a very fine picture, painted 

are on two panes of that building directly frdhtiag the west 
gateway, in a room belonging to the receiver* The* same 
Archbishop, he says, probably built or repaired the cloister 
under the gallery j — but that part of the palace seems of a 
iaierdate. 
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by Hans Hdbehi^ juid presented by lua to that pre* 
late^ ti^ther vith a head of his friend Erasama. 
Archlnshop Parker, an original, painted in ]572« in 
all probability, by Ridtard Lyne, an artist of great 
merit, retained by the Archbishop on his establish- 
ment, under whom he jointly practised the arts of 
painting and ei^;ra^ng. This portrait strongly 
resembles the small jnint of the Archbishop^ engraved 
by R. Berg (Remigins Hogenbnrg,) which is men- 
tioned by Granger, who says it was thought by Ver- 
tne to be the first portrait engraved in England. The 
same author informs ns, that the Archbbhop so much 
loved and patronized the arts, that he employed, be- 
sides the above painter, two engravers at Lambeth 
Palace.— J/nr^ Lnther, a small head on board, from 
an (dd collection of pictures at Nuremburg, but whe- 
ther original or not, is unknown. — ^An imaginary 
head of St. Z>tfiwtott.—- Archbishop Ahbot, a very fine 
picture, bearing the date 1610, of great expression, 
and the colouring clear and brilliant. — Archbishop 
Chichelif, painted on pannel : be is represented 
standing within a rich Gothic niche, in the attitude of 
giving the benediction.— Gi/^er^ Burnet, Bishop of 
Sarum, in his robes as Chancellor of the garter. — 
Hougky Bishop of Oxford, afterwards of Worcester, 
date 1690.— Bishop Z/oyd', (1699,) the predecessor 
of Bishop Hough in the sees of Lichfield and Wor- 
cester, and one of the seven prelates committed to 
the Tower by the despotic and infatuated James II. 
^Patrick, Bishop of Ely, 1691.— Bishop Thomt 
Winchester, 1761, and Bvshoip Ternch ^W* 
Vol, III, ^ 
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both by Dmce.^Dr. Benjamin Hoadfyj, Bkhop of 
Wijtchester, p&mted by hjs second wife^^ Mrs. SaraL 
Hoadly, (Cu rtis,) — Quean Caiherlne Parr i this curious 
picture (a three-quarter length) is painted on kosiA j 
the dress is scarlet and gold^ uncomiuonly rich. The 
face IS much younger aud hand^oiuer, aad bears do! 
4 ftiugle trace of the print among the Illustrious Head* 
•ograved by Houbraken 3 but there is much greater 
probability of its being genu in e.^The other poriraici 
nfe. Bishop 3f9ore, 1707 j I>r. Fieeiwmd, 1714; 
Dk Gmcht 1750; and Dr. Mswsm, 1754: aU 
Biibops of Ely , Dr. Pearce, Bishop of Bangor, id 
1747, and a large full length of C/mrie^ L m^kd 
horn Vandyke, 

The windows of this apartment are enriched with 
stained glas8> containing the arms of many of the 
primates 3 particularly the bow window, in which 
are the arms of all the Protestant Archbishops from 
Cranmer to Cornwaliis. 

In the f^estry is a small piece nnframed^ represent- 
ing an emaciated figure in bed, with a cap nearly 
drawn over his eyes, and apparently dead, reputed to 
be Archbishop Juxon after his decease. An ancient 
painting on board, with a man and woman (three- 
quarter lengths), described as Martin Luther and his 
fVi/e, but totally unlike the common portraits of the 
former, both in dress and feature. The figures 
are beautifully ^minted : the man wears a cap. of that 
form usually worn about the reign of Henry VIII. 
«nd is regarding the female, whose hand beholds, 
*with a look of uivcommovi ^^XA^^a«>aa\i. ^\^ \ad^ 




appears with child j has a sort of Dutch face, but very 
handsome and fair^ and a most admirable expression 
of modejity, A curious painting on board, and pro- 
bably a gen wine resemblance, of Cardinal Pok\ 
Dr. fVhivhcote^ Mr. L. E, Ditpin^ and fFillmms, 
Bishop of Chichester, with the date 1694. A young 
roan in a clerical habit, or rather iu the garb of a 
student, with a motto beneath, " Rapfdo contrurium 
orbo/' supposed to be Archbishop*9ff?»eri3/2 when young ; 
date J 650. Archbishop TUlotson^ un framed, 16^4. 
Bishop Emm of Bangor, afterwards of Meath, 1707* 
Gardiner t Bishop of Lincoln , 1694. 

The Chapel bears sufficient marks of aotitiuity to 
warrant an opinion of its being coeval, or nearly so^ 
with the period when this estate lirat became a lixed 
archie pi SCO pal residence. It consists of a body^ mea- 
suring 72 feet in length, in breadth 25 feet, and in 
height 30 feet, but divided into an inner and outer 
chupel, by an elaborately-carved screen. On each side 
are three lancet -shaped window's, which bear a near 
Tesemblance to those in the choir of the Temple 
church, and a larger one is at each end. The west 
window is divided into five lights, the others iuto 
threCi In the midst of the former, which is partly 
walled up^ is a small Gothic shrine, or niche,. sup- 
ported by an angel holding a shit^ld of arms* Thiii 
•chapel has a flat pannelled ceilings painted in com- 
partments, which was executed at the charge of 
Archbishop Laud, whose arms are painted over the 
communion-table. They are also in the ante-cUapel, 
above the west door, aa atvc \a\sj&>«\^^ \Jajc>^^ ^iV Nx^* 
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^liop Juson, The present elegant waiDScottisg 

d fitlingS'iip were most probably owing to tbe 

nificenceof Juxon, who expended very considerable 

s on this palace. The Archbishop's seat or stalli 

h a*yoiii8 to the inner side of the screenj la vary 

jy carved* 

fht altar-piece 15 of the Corinthian order^paintedof 
tone eoloar {as are all the other parts of the chapel), 
I gilded. The floor, which is raised a step for 
com man ion- table, is railed in^ and neaily carpeted, 
i above are the words ' Surmm corda.' On the 
Uh side is a plain moveable pulpit, and imme- 
tejy opposite, over the vestry -room, a box with 
ason curtains J &Cp in which his Grace's faroily 
-attend divine service.* 

♦ Before the desecration of this Chapel in the civil wars, 
its windows were ornamented with some fine painted glass 
by Cardinal Morton, as appeared by his device. The sub- 
ject represented, was the History of Man from the creation 
to the day of judgment, three lights in a window. The two 
side-lights contained the types in the Old Testament, and the 
middle light the anti-type and verity of the New : the outer 
chapel had two windows with the day of judgment. There 
was particularly amongst them a CrucifiXy or representation 
of the crucifixion, a necessary part of the scriptural story. 
Archbishop Laud, at his coming to Lambeth, found these 
windows " shameful to look on, all diversly patched, like a 
poor beggar's coat," as his words are ; and repaired thern^ 
This laudable instance of good taste was, in that narrow age 
of puritanical bigotry, imputed to the prelate as a crime; 
and it was alleged against him, 'Uhat he did repair the story 
of those windows by their like in the Mass Book/' but that 
he utterly denied, af^tmlBg \.\i«i\. >r^ ^xA\\a %R««x»rj made 
)ut the story as well aa \,Yve^ coxx\^>o^ \>Bfc\«^\sJfcs3i^ 



There is do accoont nor appearance of inlermeiit 
iu this chapel, except of Arcb bishop Parkerj who 
died in 1575, aged seventy-two years, and desired 
by bis win to be buried here. The spot where his 
b<Kiy now rests is marked by the foUowiDg wordsj cut 
on a slab immediately in front of the coinmuniou 
rails : " Corpus MuUhtsi Archlepkcopl Tmidem Iftc 

Queen Elizabeth reposed great confidence in ArcU- 
bisbop Parker, and frequently visited bim in this 
palace. But tbe hospitality with wbich she was 
treated could not altogether restrain ber from ex- 
pressing her indignation at the prelate's breacb of 
celibacy. She had never, indeed j been perfectly 
reconciled to that part of tbe Reformation which 
allowed the marriage of ecclesiastics, and Parker had 

* The bowels of Archbishop Parker were put into an 
uni and depoaited in the Hmvard Chapel in Lamhelh 
Church. His tonib, which is uow in the vestibule of th« 
palatial chapel, orig^tnally stood on the souLh aide of the 
commuinioE^-table, near the spot where he hnd been accus^ 

itomed to pray. But both Ihat, and the body of the Arch- 
bishop, was removed whilst the palace was in the posseitsion 
of Scot and Hardy. 'Mt was the vile Matthew Hardy that 
caused Archbishop Parker to be dug up and buried beneath a 
diinghill|. sold (he lead wherein he was enclosed^ and con- 
verted Ihe tombstone to a table for the use of his own house. 
But ID 1€61 the said Hardy ivas obliged , by au order of the 
House of Lords r to find the body and rcposit it near the 
place where h was before buried, and alao erect alike monu* 
, meat at his own proper cost and charge." At one end of the 
I tomb, on a small hmas plate, is a Latin inscription by Arch- 
bishop Sanoroft, narrating th\a fta^t^LivV Vvo\aX\o^ c\ >^wt "fcfe- 
I paichre In atroog tenna of abkonetite. 







jBfi a treatise m support of itj but hadi 

f eatered the nuptial bonds, before thtffi 

dt ol the statute a forbidditig priests to mniryv 

one occasion* the haughty Queen, after havmg 

entertained with extraordinary magn'ifieence by 

Archbishop and his lady, could not, at her d&» 

:ure^ forbear btbnalinur her aentimeuts in the 

iming rude and iincourteous manner. After 

ng thanked the Archbishop for his hospitality^ 

turned to hh wife, and iaid, " And you — Mad4ffrh 

y not call you^ aod Misiresif I afn ashamed to 

you, so as I know not what to call you, yd, 

rtfthelesSj*^! thank yoOi** 

s Crifpi^ or Under- chapel ^ is generally thought 

looe the oldest part of the palace. It consi.sts of a 

series of strong stone arches, supported in the centre 

by a short massy column, and is 36 feet long by 24 

feet wide : the height of the roof from the ground is 

about 10 feet. These vaults are now converted into 

cellars, but might possibly be once used for divine 

worship^ as there are two eotrances to them from the 

doisters. 

The Steward's Parlour, or the Great Parlour as 

it was formerly called, which is situated in this 

part of the palace, is a noble room, as old as the 

time of Archbishop Cranmer, whose motto, * Nosce to- 

ipsum* is painted in various parts of the large bow 

window, together with the royal arms of England. 

The Servants*-hall, which nearly adjoins it, is an 

irtment of the same description, and is supposed 

ive been built ot ie^«Ax^^\>^ K\f;3D&MiiDk^^ B&ucroft, 

contains bis acms, axA«Xao\flA Tft.^>XAi * V^lwAfc . 



LONDINIANA. 



327 



rfco/ The great Kitclien was built by Archbishop 
San croft, about the year 1685* 

The Posi^room, which has beea go deEominated 
from a large post or pillar, that supports the great 
timbers of that roof, is a part of the buildiog called 
the Lollards* Tower, and forms a kind of vestibule, 
or western entraDce to the chapel. It is lighted on 
the west side by three low pointed windows, which 
opcD towards the Thames^ Opposite to these is tti9 
doorway of the chapel, a large circular stone arch, 
enclosiog two pointed ones, and sormounted by the 
arms of Archbishop Laud. Asa specimen of domes- 
tic architecture^ this apartment claims the notice of 
the antiqnary, being remarkable for the broad aud - 
massy character of its walls, and that certain gloomy 
air of remote ages which in tbese kind of buildings li 
so well calculated to recall the memory of other times. 
The flat pannelled ceiling of this room is ornamented 
at the intersections with a variety of grotesque forms, 
angels bearing shields of arms, scrolls, and other 
forms. One head is particularly remarkable, ths 
face being an exact resemblance of that of Henry VIIL 
Whether this was the result of accident or designi it 
is not easy to determiue * if the latter^ it may serve 
to mark the date of this ceiling's erection. 

The Loilards Tower is a large pile of stone build- 
ing, deriving its name from a small prison within it, 
that was anciently used for confining the religiotw 
sect called Loihrd^,"^ who were very much persecuted 
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* This portion of the palace was ^tec\»4 \i^ KtO^^v^aas^ 
Cbichely^ and cost in the whole £aift i SI % W \,«s«?tk\^'^^ 
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Ill the limes of the Archbishops Aroodel aad CMchely; 
and several of the proceediogs against them are extBBi 
In the regiatera of this See. Even VVickliff himself is 
»aid to have been exammed before delegates, in thfi 
diapel at Lambeth. ^M 

The ascent to the Loli&rds' Prhan^ Is from tifi^ 
Post-room, by a Barroiv spiral stone stairease^ tlie 
iteps of which are much decayed. It is entered by a 
imall pointed doorway of s ton e^ barely sufficient m size 
for one persoa to f»ass at a timej which doorway h^ 
an inner and outer door ol strong oak, thickly studded 
with iron^ and fastenings to correspond. The first 
thing that arresti the attention on entering^ is, tbe 
large iron rings fastened to the wainscot which lines 
the walls. There are eight oi these rings still firmly 
fixed, and about breast-high, in this order ; three on 
the soQth 8ide» four on th& west side» undone on the 
north side. The waioseot^ the ceiling, and e?^ 
part of this chaniber, is entirely lined with oak, i^oiit 

the expense being set down in the computvs bcdHvorwm, or 
steward's accounts of the year. By these it appeals, every 
foot in height of this buildings including the whole circam- 
ferencej, cost IS«. 4(1. for tbe work* The iron-work used 
about the windows and doors amounted to 1322^ lbs. io 
weight, at three half-pence per pound, to «^10 : 14: 11}; 
and three thousand bricks were used for stopping the windows 
between the chapel and thai tower. On the exterior west 
aid* is a tabernacle, or niche, in which was placed the image 
of St. Thomas Becket, which image cost 13«. 4d, A brick- 
layer's and a tiler's wages were then by the day> with victuals, 
4d., without victuals, 6(2. or 6^(2. ; a labourer's with victuals, 
Sd., without victuals, S\d. "Bm^^. tao^x «A Wv^ \^N»«t ^^ ^^csoa 
tile gross, as the compuieta c«XVVx> ox vXxa ^g»^v^ 



nni-ii7^^:|1^^ , 




LONDINTANA. 

nn inch and a half in thickness** It hag two'^ very^J 
sioaJi windows^ narrowiug outwards, one to the west,,! 
the other to the north : a sDiall cliimney is on thof j 
north part. Upon the side walls are various mcisions^l 
half senteuccSj namesj iniliala, &c, and in one or two ] 
places a crucifixj cut out with a knife, or some otherrj 
sharp idatrnmcntf by the pnsoneri^ who are supposedl 
to have heen cootined here. The letters are all m\ 
the old English character, and in general, so radelj^J 
formed as not to be easily^ deciphered. This towe^fl 
contaiaa sererail other apartments hesides those dei 
icribed, which are now chiefly appropriated 
domestic pnrpo&es. 

Much of the beauty of the extensive grounds be« 
longing to Lambeth Palace ia owing to the late Arch*| 
bishop More, who, besldea considerably enlarging 
them, made many improvementSj and caused the 
whole to be laid out with great taate. The park and ] 
gardens before those additions v/ere estimated at 



!>■ « The entrance doorway of iliia room ts five feet and a 
halfiitgh, tw^enty-one inches wide, and one foot seven inchea 
deep I the oaken doors are three inches and a half thick. 
The prison itself is twelve feet long, nine feet wide, and 
eight feet htgh« The windows are two feet four inches highf 
and one fool two inches wide, withinaidc ; and about half thi 
dimensions on the outside^ In the anneied Print, figure li 
represents the inner side entrance of the doorway to tbl» 
fiTtBon J %ure 3, is the eiteriorof the same ; figure 4, is Ibft 
interior of the priion itself; and Sgnre 2, the niche in the 
outside wall fronting the firar Thames^ in which BecRet't 
siatoe stood. 
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it thirteen acre* i* tkey now contaio at least 
dghteeQ acres. The kitchen garden occapies between 
iSiree and ionr acrcSf and has been waited in at i 
great expense. 
H These groatids have been long remarked for con* 
' teining two nncomm only fine fig-trees, traditionally 
reported to have been planted by Cardinal Pole, and 
fixed against that part of the palace believed to be 
founded by him. They are of the white Maraeiilfi 
■Oft, and still bear deliciorus fruit. They cover a SUK 
fece of more than fifty feet in height and forty m 
breadth. The circumfcreiice of the soothernmost of 
these trees is twenty- eight Inches, of the other 
twenty-oDe* On the sonth side of the bnilding, in a 
tmall private garden^ ia another tree of the same kind 
and age ; its circumfereBce at bottom is twenty-eigbt 
inches, t 

OLD SOMERSET HOUSE. — PROCESSION OF THE 
SCALD MISERABLE MASONS. 

In the singular and now scarce Print, called ** A 
Geometrical View of the Grand Procession of the 
8oald Miserable Masons, Design d as they were 

* See Ducarers '* History/' where there is a plan of the 
palace and grounds^ taken from a Survey made in 1750. 

f Many important events have taken place within the 
venerable walls of Lambeth Palace, which are intimately 
connected with our domestic annals, and with the deeds and 
characters of several of our Sovereigns, and the mostemi- 
oont of our fore&thers. But the great length to which this 
article has already been necessarily extended, renders it ex- 
pedient to terminate ihe &\i)Q^e^v\\et« \ \^%v\v ^^x:^ ««»««& 
its '' fair proportion.'* 
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drawa op over-against Somerset House id the Strand, 
on the tweBty-aeventli of April, An"- 1742," there 
is a somewhat curious representation of the north 
front of Somerset House as it then appeared ; toge- 
ther with the buildings on each sidcj frora the sixth 
hoose eastward, to the neighbourhood of tlic Savoy* 
towards the west. The houses are all thronged with 
spectators, and there is a triple rpw of people in the 
street, of which the middlemost forms the line of the^lj 
Proemsmn itself. In this mock Bolemnity some of 
the principal officers wear fools-caps and otheril 
homa 5 and the carts, &c, are either drawn by star** 
veling ponies or asses. At the bottom, the print is 
stated to be '* Invented and Engraved by A, Btinoist;'* 
and the following explication is given ^ with referenoa j 
to the difierent figures and groups in the ProcesaiOQ* 

"1. The grand Swoard Bearer, orTylor ; carrying y*^ 
Swoard of State, a Present of Ishniacl Ahiff to old" 
Hyram, King of y* Saracens, to his Grace of Wattin, 
Grand Master of y* Holy Lodge of St. John of Jeriisa^ 
lem in ClerkenivelL— S. Tylers, or Guarders. — 3. Grand 
Chorus of fnstrnnients.— i. The Stewards, in thret 
Gutt Carts drawn by Asses. — 5, Two famous Pillara^j 
Juchin and ^oaz. — ^5. Three great Lights ; the Sun, J 
Hier*jglyphi<^al to rule the Day, the Moon EmhleEnatica' 
to rule the Night, a Master Mason Political to rule his'j 
Lodge.— 7* The Entered Prentices' Token,— 8, Thttj 
letter G, famous in Masonry for differencing the Fel- 
low Craft*8 Lodge from tliat of Prentices. 9, 
Funeral of a Grand JM aster according to y* Rites of ; 
Order, with the 15 L*iving Brethren.^ — ID. A Mast 
Maaon^s Lodge. — 11. Grand BaudoCMmU, — 12^ Two 
Trophies ; one being that o? ist ^WY %\ka<i*^^^ ^s*^ 
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UBk*Bo)r, the other that of a Chitauey Oweeper.— llv 
The Equipage of the Grand Llaster , all y' Alteodanti 
wearing Mystical Jev?el3/' — The latter group exhibiis an 
open car dr&wn by six horaes, in which is ihc Grajid 
Master with a A»b's head, and hi» Deputy, with o Do^* 
<jr Monkey's I (end/* 

This print measures three feet ten inches in length, 
and nine inches la width. The annexed engraving 
merely includes that part of the Trocesision imme*' 
diately before Scmenei IfouSii, but the front row of 
spectators has been omitted, m order to shew the 
bnildiug of the same size as in the original 



MEMOTB OF JErFRKY HXHlSOIf, THE DWARF. 

This celebrated little pergonage was born in ttis 
year 1 61 9, at Okeham, in Rutlandshire, John Had- 
BOBj bis father, who "'hept and ordered the baiting 
bulls for Georget Duke of Buckiogham^*' the then 
possessor of Bnrleigh-on-the-Hill, in that Qoobty^ 
*' was a proper man," says Fuller, •* broad shoolderei 
sad chested, though his son never arrived at a full ell 
in stature.*** Wright, also in his History of Rutland* 
sbire, speaking of the father, remarks, that " be 
was a person of lusty stature, as well as all his chil- 
dreuj except Jeffrey, who, when seven years of age, 
was scarcely eighteen inches in height 5'** yet " with- 
Qut any deformity, and wholly proportionable." t 
Qetween the age of seven and nine years he was 
taken into the service of the Duchess of Bucking* 
ham, at Burleigh -, where, says Fuller, " he was 
ntly heightened (not in stature, but) in con« 



1 



Pinl 
ffltc 



ktorj of Rutlandihiie, p. A05. ^ If xiSNa^^^^^SJdva^. 
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The Dwarf or (^uvc/f ffrrme/ta Jfaria . 

TTio* Hurst. Kdw-^C^ance ScC^Lcndon . 




LOXDIKIANA. 

ditioti;^ from one degree above rags into ailka and' 
satins, and had two tall men to attend him/' 
Shortly afterwards he was served np m a cold 
pye, at an entertaliuuent given to Charles the 
First and his consort Henrietta Maria, in tlieir pro- 
gress through Rutlandshire j and was then, most 
probably, presented to the Queen j in whose service 
he continued loany years, At a masque, given al. 
Courts the King's gigantic porter drew him out of his 
pocket, to the surprise of all the spectators.* Thus 
favoured by royalty, the humility incident to his birth 
forsook him ; *^ which made that he did not know Mm- 
st'lf] and would not kn^w hh father; and which, by 
the king's commaudj caused, justly^ his sound correc* 
tion*"t 

In 1 630, he was seat ioto France to fetch a mid^ 
wife for the Queen ; but, on his return, he had the 
misfortune to be taken at sea by a Flemish plratej 
who carried him a prisoner to Dunkirk i on thii 
occasion, he lost property to the valoe of 2500] 
which he had received iu presents from the French 
Court- This event furnished a suhject for a short 
poem* in two cantos, J to Sir William D'Avenant, 
who intituled it *' Jeffereidos,'* and has described our 
diminutive hero as engaged in a battle with a turkey- 
cock, from whose iuflated rage he was preserved by 
the midwife 1 In this whimsical production, the 
poet has described our dwarf as close hidden, at the 
time of the capture, 



i 
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Graager*s Biog^raphjcal History, vol. ii< p. 4( 
t P'Avenant's Wock», ^, *1\- t^vVi* V^*^"^ 





Aod-^miifil-«p&o*iiew peirter Candlestick," 
At Duttkirk be is threatened with the rack, afid 
accused of being ^ spy- He is then dispatclied 
to Brnssebj mooted upon an " Iceland Shock*" 
wbJch, f&Ubg by the way, leaFes him exposed to the 
attacks of the turkey-cock- Jeffrey drew bis »w4)rcl, 
and bravely rep>eHed bis antagonist^ who 

'* In his look 

Esprets'd how much he it nnkindly took 

That wanting food, our Jeffrey would not let hlin 

Enjoy awlule the privilefe to eat him;*' — 

At lenglb onr diminntiYe Hero is thrown, and whikt 
lying prostrate, 

*' Faint and weak, 

The crnel Foe assaults him with his beak ;** 
bat in this extremity the midwife interposes^ and 
*' delivers" him — the pun is the poet's own,— from 
further danger. 

After the commencement of the Civil Wars, Jeflrey 
became a Captain of Horse in the Royal Army, and 
in that capacity he accompanied the Queen to France. 
Whilst in that country he had the misfortune to 
engage in a dispute with Mr. Crofts, brother to the 
Lord Crofts, who, accounting him the objecl;, " not of 
his anger, but contempt,''* accepted his challenge to 
fight a duel 5 •' yet coming," says Walpole, '^ to the 
rendezvous armed only with a squirt, the little creature 
was so enraged, that a real duel ensued, and the 

appointment being on horseback with pistols, to put 

. ,.% 
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them more on a level, Jeffrey, with the first fire, shot 
his antagonist dead/'* For this Jeffrey was first 
iraprieoDed, and afterwards expelled the Conrt. He 
was then about thirty years old : and, according to 
his own affirmation, had never increased any thing 
considerable in height since he was seven years t>ld,t 
New n]i« fortune's, however, awaited him, and accele- 
rated his growth, though at such a mature age. He 
was a second time made captive at aea, by a Turkish 
Hover ; aiidj having been conveyed to Barhary, was 
thtire sold as a siave, in which condition lie passed 
m^ny years, exposed to numerous bardship:*, mnch 
Ubour, and frequent beating* He now,*' says Wright, 
*' shot np in a little time to that height of stature 
whicli he remained at In his old age, about tliree feet 
and nine inches {'X the cause of which he ascribed to 
the severity he experienced during his captivity. 
After he had been redeeroetlj he returned to England, 
and lived for some time in his native county, on some 
small pensions allowed him by the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and other persons of rank. He afterwards 
removed to^LondoUj where, during the heats occa- 
fjioned by the examiuaiion into the Popish Plot, dis- 
covered, or invented, by Titus Oatea, he was taken op 
as a Papist, and committed to the Gate-house, ** where 
he lay a considerable time."§ He died in 1682, shortly 
after his release, in the sixty-third year of his age. — 
Sir Walter iScott has introduced this irascible little hero 



• Anecdoles of Paieting, voh ii» p. 16. Walpole's account 
of Jeffrey is inaccttraie in aevetal parucubra. 

f Hialory of Rutland, y, \^i5. \ Vov^. 
§ Ibid. 
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rtrfl of the Peak/* the deDonemeot of 

ce Is much forwarded by his aid* Tbc 

ia n failhfiil reduction from tliat wkich 

lie third vokme of Harding's "Blogra- 

** and was cngravea from an excel le at 

vmg maoe by P« G, Harding, from the origbal 

rait in t lie possession of Sir Ralpli Woodford, 

^ver tlie entra t head Cmtri^ Newg^ 

'-eet^ i» a SDifill atone t ^ititig^ In bw relkf, 

Iphirea of William Ev the gigantic Porter of 

dries the First, and Jeffrev rindson, his diniintitive 

w-servant. On these words are cat j 

ii0 King*s Port^ t tt HDarf,^' with the date 

0* it appears from i' uuer^ that Evans was Ml 

«ix feet and a half in height, though knock* kuee'd, 

splay-footed, and halting ; '^ yet made he a shift to 

dance in an antimask at Courts where he drew little 

Jeffrey^ the Dwarf, out of his pockety first to the 

wonder, then to the laughter, of the beholders. 

In the Ashmolean Museum, at Oxford, are pre* 
served the waistcoat, breeches, and stockings (the 
two latter in one piece), of our little hero. They are 
all of blue satin, but the waistcoat is slashed and 
purfled with figured white silk. 

There is a rare tract extant, intituled, '' The New 
Yeres Gift presented at Court from the Lady Parvula 
to the Lord Minimus, commonly called Little Jef- 
ferie : 1 636." This contains a portrait of Hudson ; 
and a copy '^ bound in a piece of Charles the First's 
waistcoat," and formerly in the Townly collection, 
"HS sold for eight g\)\vie^<&,^\. >i\x^ ^A<^ ^\ NloRVaS^. 
. James Perry's lAbiarj* 




SAVOY PALACE AND HOSPITAL, STRAND. 

On the spot still called the Saw^, but now partly 
occupied by the Dorthera approac!i to Waterloo 
Bridge^ and ihe buildings of Luncaster PlacCj a noble 
Palace was erected about the year 1245, by Peter, 
Earl of Savot/j who was then on a visit to his niece, 
Eleanor, Queen of Henry tlie Third. That nobleman 
bestowed it ou the Fraternity of dlountjoj/j from 
whom it was purchased by the Queen, who by letters 
patent J dated the 24th of January, in the 1 2th year 
of Edward the Firsts bestowed it on her second sonj 
Edmnnd, afterwards Earl of Lancaster, and his heirs* 
From Edmnnd it descended to hiii son Thomas, Earl 
of Lancaster, on whose decapitation, in the reign of 
Edward the Second, it devolved on his brother Henry, 
who repairetlj and almost re-bullt the Palace, at 
an expense of 52,000 marks. His son, Henry, suc- 
ceeded to the estates, and was created first Duke of 
Lancaster in the tw^enty-fifth of Edward the Third. 
After his decease, in J 351, this demesne came to his 
two daughters, Matilda and Blanch^ as co-heirs 3 the 
latter married John of Gaunt, Earl of Richmond^ 
afterwards created Duke of Lancaster, who, in right 
of his wife, her sister dying without issue, became 
entitled to the whole. 

Iq the year 1357, John, King of France, who had 
been taken prisoner by Edvvard the Black Prince, at 
Cressy, was confined in the palace of the Savoy 5 
'* and thyder/' says Froissaxt, " came to se hym the 
kypg and the queue often t^^taeB^ ^xi^mii.^^ V\^ ^^"^ 

Vol, in, i 







rfee^t and clieere -^^ in thh paJacc lie also breathed bi§ 
I lust in 13(J3, being then m England on a TisiL 

1377, tbe Savoy Palace was attacked by the 
ndonersj in consequence of John of Gauut^ tko 
IJDuke of Lancaster J upholding the tenets of the re* 
] former VVickliff; and It was not uotil the Bishop of 
tLoudon enerted Lis influence, that tbe populace with- 
Tbis magEii(icent building, however^ was not 
^destined to stand many years longer^for in the insurrec* 
["lion of ! 38 1 , it was attacked by the insurgents eoder 
I Wat Tyler, and burnt to the ground ; the furniture^ as 
well as the plate, which it is said exceeded in splendoor 
thatof any monarch in CbristeDdom^was all destroye^lp 
and the Duke and hi$ family were obliged to fly with 
tbe utioost precipitation into Scotland, 
** The coinons brent the Sauoye a place fayre. 
For evill wyll the had vnto Duke John : 
Wherefore he fled north warde in great dispayre 
Into Scotlande ; for socoure had he none 
In Englande then, to who he durste make moane ; 
And there abode tyll commons all were ceased 
In Englande hole, and all the lande well peased/* 

Hardyng's Chronicle. 
The following, amon^ other particulars of this 
event, are related by Stow : 

" The Commons of Surrey shortly got all the poore 
Citizens to conspire with them ; and the same day, after 
the sunne was got on some height that it waxed warme, 
and that they had tasted at their pleasures of diuers 
Wines, whereby they were become as madde, as drunken, 

I (for the rich Citizens had set open their sellers to enter 
ll their pleasure^ tliey \ie§«a V.^ VaO^wi ^i m-Ka.^ ^Sua^s^ 
Bongst the wbicli they eiXvoxU^^^Oa. ^'CaRx^ 'CoaX. %«>^% 



to the Sauotfy Ihc Duke af Lancaster's house, to the 
which there was none m the Rcalnie to be compared in 
beauty and statelbicsse, ther mo"ig:ht set fire on it. and 
burne it j this talke pleasing' the Coniaions of the CitiCt 
they Rtrai*T|it ranno thither» and setting fire on it rotmd 
about, applied their travaile to destn^y that place ; and 
that it nwoght appeare to the coinmunalty of the realtiie, 
that they did not any thing- for couetise, they catised 
Proclamatioei to be made, that none> on paine to lose 
his head, should presume to conuert to hi** ovvne use any 
thing that there was, or mouglit be found, but that they 
should breakc such plate and vessel 1 of gold and silucr, 
as wrere in that liouse in great plenty^ into siuall peeecs» 
and thro\v the same into the Thames, or into Rotne 
priuIcB ; clothes of gold, silver, silke and velvet tbey 
should teare ; rings and Jewels set with prciuoos stODcs. 
they aboiild briiae in mortars, that the same monght be 
of no use, &c. And so was it done. Henry Kuig^htoii 
writethj that when the rebel! es brent the Sauoy, one of 
them (contrary to the Proclamation) tooke a goodly 
silver peece and hid it in his bosome, but an other that ' 
espied him» tolde hia fclknvcs, who forthwith huricd him 
and the peere of plate into the fire, saying^, we be zealous 
of truth and iustice, and not theeues, or robbers* To 
the numbijr of two and thirtie uf these rebels entrcd a 
seller of the Sauoy, where they dranke so much of sweet 
Wines, that they were not able to come out in time, but 
were shut in with wood and stones, that mured up the 
doore, where they were heard crying ami calling seucn 
daies after, but none came to hetpe them out till they 
were dead,*'* 



♦ Stow'* •* Chronicle,'* p* 436 : edit. 1600. Thii writer, 
aho, in hia *' Survey of LondoTi " sa'^a VVk^X VW waj^t^ 
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After that €?eiitp the S«?oy coutimied a heap of 
niiiis for upwards of a cenfiiry, when Henry tlie 
Beveotli began bere the fouDdation of an HoipUai for 
tbe poor ; of which he speaks thus particularly in his 
last will, dated at Canterbory on the IQth April, 
1809- 

** Aa<i for as much at we in ward Ij consider that the 
tev'en works of Charity and Mere^ he mo&t profi table i 
due, and neccisarjTj for the salvation of man'i soaJ, and 
that the same seven works stand most commonJ^ in 
BIX of them* that is to »aj, in visiting- the sick, minister^ 
ing meat, and drink and clothing' to the tteedj, lodgiaf 
of the miHCrahle puor, and burjing^ of the dend bodies of 
Chrigtian people ; we, therefore, g-reatly tendering the 
same, and considering' that the nest way to do and eie- 
cnte the eaid six: works of Pity and Mercy ts by means of 
keeping, sustaining, and maintaining of common Hospi' 
tals where if they be duly kept, the said needy poor 
people be lodged, &c. — and understanding that for lack 
of such common Hospitals, infinite number, of poor 
needy people miserably daily die, no man putting hand 
of help as remedy, we therefore of our great pity and 
compassion desiring inwardly the remedy of the pre- 
mises, have began to erect, build, and establish a common 
Hospital, in our place called the Savoy, beside Charing- 
cross, nigh to our City of London, and the same we 
intend with God's grace to finish, after the manner, form, 
and fashion of a j)/a^ which is devised for the same, and 

" found there certaine barrels of Ganpowder, which they 
thought had been gold or silver^ and throwing them into the 
fire) more suddenly than thought the hall was blowne up, the 
houses destroyed, and themselves very hardly escaped away/' 
Vide p. 831 ; edit. 1618. 
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sig-ned ^vith our hand, and have ernlowed with knda and 
tenements to the yearly value of 500 marks, above all j 
reprises, to bear, maintain, and suBtain thcre^vith, aa ' 
well f>ne hiindred beds garnished^ to receive and lodge 
nightly one hundred poor folks, a a also a certain nuinbeT 1 
of priests; and other niinistera and servitors, men and 
women, as such a matter shall require/'* 

Henry further states, that for ibe building of the 
Hospital^ providing the bed$> and furnishing the 
Chapel of the same^ that he bad delivered * before the 
hand/ 10,000 marks to the Dean and Chapter of St. 
Paufa, to be employed for those purposes. Soon 
afterwards, the King died, and bis successor, Henry 
the Eigbtb, on the 3rd of April, in bis second year, 
by letters patent under the Seai of the Bueht/ of 
Lancaster^ empowered the Bishop of Winchester and 
London, and others, his father's Executors^ to pro- 
ceed with and establish the Hospital. As the bnild- 
ings were on an extensive scale, it required several 
years to complete them, but they were at length 
finished^ and the King, in his I5tb year, signed the 
statutes which had been devised for the government 
I of this foundation. 

'Oiere was a great diversity in the fortunes of the 

' Savoy Hospital. In ibe 37tb of Henry VHT., it was 

f vested in the crown. In June 1553, it was surrendered 

by the master and four chaplains to Edward the Sixth, 

who bestorted its bedding, and part of its revenueSj on 



• Vide Aslle*s '' Wilt of King Henry VIU/* p. 15: in the 
^bove extract the spelling; is ntodcitniLed. 



bis Dewly-erected Hospitals of Bridewell and Christ's 
Church * Queen Mary re founded it and annexed otber 
lands in lieu of those of which it bad been lately dispoa- 
s cased J besides amply providing the Hospital^ in coa- 
jancUon with her maidi« of honour and other ladies» 
with &ew Ueds^ bedding, aud other forniture,. In the 
J 2 th of Queen Elizabeth, Thomas T hurl and, the then 
MaatettWaa deprived of his office byCominlssion uudcr 
the great Seal/for corruption and embezzlemetit in the 
maaagement of the Hospital estates ; yet this ex- 
ample did not prevent future malversations. The 
original purposes of the fouudation were altogether 
departed from, the buildings were let to different 
tenants for the benefit of the master and cbaplaiusp 
and its revenues w ere similarly appropriated ; till, 
at length, after lereral previous Commissions of 
enquiry and examination in different reigns^ Sir 
Natlian AVright, the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, in 
the reign of Queen Anne, finding its statutes and the 
purpose of its institution entirely neglected, finally 
dissolved this Hospital by a decree dated July the 
31st, 1702: its possession and revenues were im- 
mediately put in charge of the Court of Exchequer for 
the use of the crown. The annual rental at that period, 
amounted to 25001. 

• Stow, speaking of this^event, says thit the Savoy, which 
had been founded by King Henry the Vllth ** for the lodging 
of Pilgrims and Strangers, was now made but a lodging for 

fers. Vagabonds, and Strumpets, that lay all day in the 
, and at night were harboured there, the which was 
the maintenance ot \3«g*;&cr^ , ^-mv ^c«^ -^^WsXfe.tjci tlxe 
'* Vide ** Survey ol Liondon;" ^. ift^ *. fe«\\.»\^\%. 




' From the grotiDd-plan attached to the plan of 
Dan mark HoDse, (Sec p. 155) and from the annexed 

view of the Savoif, as it appeared in 1736, a com* 
plete idea may be obtained of the extent and capacloas* 
ness of this Hospital, ft was principally of itone, 
and strQDgly bnilt j its outer walls immediately abut- 
ted upon the Tbames, where there was a flight of 
steps, but its principal entrances were from the ; 
Strand. Weever says^ that the following iuscriptioQ 
was over the great gate : 

Hospitium hoc inopi turba Savoia vocatum 
Septimus Heuricub fundavit ah imo Sglo, 
On the demolition of the old Church of St* Mary le 
Strand, by the protector Somerseti the HospUal 
Church, which was dedicated to St. Jofin Baptist, 
was by permission of the Master of the Savoy al- 
loted to the use of the former parish^ and it then ob* 
taioed the appellation of St. Mary*s Church, by which 
it 13 still distinguished. That churchy with ita small 
mean tower^ is now all that remains of this extensiTe 
tlospital^ except some fragments of walls, and the 
triple flight of steps {marked in the plan as the LUtie 
Smoy Gate), now called the Savoy steps* The Church 
is a substantial stone edifice, without aisles, having 
six large but low pointed windows, in the Tudor 
atyle,^n each side : at the north end where the altar 
is, was another but Btiil larger window of similar 
form which has been stopped up. There is consider- 
able elegance in the ceiliag, which is slightly coved 
at the sides, but horizootal otherwise : its whole ex* 
tent is richly panneHed with quatrefolls^ all the 1 
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rovi of wUch mmUm iliidfis^ eacii inclosed hy t 
crawn of tbomft and tcolptored with e^mblems of tbe 
Pttiion and other tcr tpttir&l Bubjects, 

A contiderablc pari of thii Hospital wras dilapida- 
led by fire in Ihe iioie of Charles ibe Second ^ Do- 
rbg the Dutch ware, in the same mgu, the old dor- 
tuttpry, with the si iters' and portrri* lodgings xstxt 
apprapriated to the rccepiion of sick and wounded 
noiiiiicn And Boldlere ^ after whkh^ and notU the re- 
cent dt^moUtioii of the buildings on the erection of 
Waterloo Bridge^ the Savoy was priocipalty occapied 
ftfl barriicks for soldiers, nod a prison for deserters. 
I Wberc the Middle S&vo^-gate was, is dow a wide 

I open I tig called Savoy Street, on the west side of which 

tlve (Jvrmmi Lidherfin € hutch still remains, as marked 
in the plan^ but that Church is of brick, and of 
modern date. The approach to the Bridge from the 
Strand, which is formed by Waterloo Street, and 
its western continuation, Lancaster Place, covers 
the entire site of the old Duchy Lane, as well as of 
a considerable part of the Hospital. Lancaster Place, 
which is built upon high arches, in order to raise the 
houses to the level of the road, forms a handsome 
row of buildings, terminating, near the bridge, with 
the Duchy Office. 
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